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1?REFACE. 


Some  months  ago  having  niet  with  an  account 
bJF  a  society  prolFessedly  instituted  for  the  con- 
Version  OF  TiiE  jEwsi  I  was  induced  to  give  a 
jparticular  attention  to  the  prophecies  on  that  sub- 
ject, hating  myself  always  entertained  an  idea, 
that  the  tinie  for  the  realizing  of  that  glorious 
hope  is  yet  premature  ;*  and  moreover,  that  the 
conversion  and  restoration  of  that  people,  **  ter* 
rible  from  their  beginning  hitherto,**!  i^  ^  work 
in  which  God  will  have  no  need  of  converting 
Societies^  nor  will  admit  of  any  participation  in  it 
with  the  arm  of  flesh.|  The  judicial  bMndness^  up* 
on  Israel  is  declared  by  the  prophets,  and  our  Savi- 
our himself,  and  the  apostles,  to  be  the  immediate 
work  of  God,  and  an  afflictive  judgment,  which 
v^  to  lie  heavy  Upon  them  for  a  great  length  of 
time,  even  "////  the  fulnest  of  the  gentiles  should 
come  in  ;**  answering  nevertheless,  all  the  while^ 

♦  Dan.  xii,  7,  II,  12.  f  Isai.  xviiu 

t  Isai.  lis.  16;Ixiii.  S. 

a 


vise  and  gracious  purposes  of  the  chiistian  dis« 
pensadcm.  It  cannot  therefore  possibly  be  re« 
mored  until  '*  ibefiduess  nftime  is  eome^^  as  many 
abortive  attempts  have  heretofore  proved,  nor 
ev«i  ttea  can  the  supernatural  veil  drawn  over 
thar  hearts  by  the  hand  of  God,  be  withdrawn 
by  any  other  hand. 

I  am  very  far  from  being  singular  in  this  o{^- 
ion.  ^^  The  numbers,  dispersion,  and  adherence 
of  the  jews  to  their  reHgion,'*  says  Mr  Addison, 
^  have  furnished  every  age,  and  every  nation  of 
the  world)  wkh  the  strongest  arffsments  for  the 
tbristian  fmtbi  not  only  as  these  very  particulars 
are  foretold  of  them,  but  as  they  themselves  are 
&e  depositories  of  these  .and  all  the  other  prophe- 
cies whidi  tend  to  their  own  ccmfusion.  Their 
mmiber  {moderately  computed  at  5,000,000)  fur- 
nishes us  with  a  sxifficient  doud  t)f  witnesses  lliat 
attest  Ae  truth  of  die  Old  Bible.  Their  disper- 
sion  spreads  these  witnessed  through  all  parts  of 
the  world.  The  adherence  to  their  religion 
makes  their  testimony  unquestionable.  Had  the 
whole  body  of  the  jews  been  converted  to  Christi- 
anity, we  should  certainly  have  thought  all  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  that  relat«  to 
the  coming  and  history  pF  our  blessed  Sa;\iouar, 
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forged  1^  Christians^  and  hare  looked  iqxxi 
them,  with  the  prophecies  of  the  Sibyls,  as  made 
many  years  after  the  events  they  pretend  to  for e^ 
telL'^      * 

It  appears,  I  think,  very  manifest,  that  no  hn* 
man  endeavours  in  the  way  of  conversion,  can 
be  of  any  material  advantage  to  the  hastening  of 
that  great  nafitmal  change  and  regeneration.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  to  go  on  b^re  with  the  pickr 
axe  and  spade,  clearing  away^  the  rubbish*  which 
their  national  prejudices  have  added  to  the  great 
stumbling  block,  which  God  by  his  almighty  Pro- 
vidence has  already  begun  to  *'  take  upf*  havii^ 
sent  on  the  breaker  before  them,  to  do  the 
previous  work.| 

The  objections  of  the  jews  against  Christianity 
have  been  very  ably  hacked  up  and  hovelled  out 
of  the  way,  by  the  strong  arm  of  Leslie,  (in  his 
Short  method  wi(h  the  Jews,)  in  so  clean  axyl 
complete  a  ixvanner,  that  there  3^ms  nothing  of 
that  Ijjnd  left  for  any  scavenger  after  him  to  do. 
What  I  l^ave  hej-e  attempted,  is  of  a  different  n^- 
t,pre,  a]5^4  may  not  be  without  its  use  when  Go.i 

^  I§ai^  Ixir.  10,  t  Isai.  l^iL  14  ;  Micajx  U.  V$\ 

a  % 


AaXl  have  ^^cpemd  their  eyesy  and  unsfcfped  ^eir. 
ears;^*  and  till  then  nothing  can  avaiL    A  candid 
representation  of  their  rejection,  and  the  cause  of 
it,  and  its  consequences  in  the  miseries  they  have 
endured  from  that  time }  and,  lastly,  their  happy 
recovery  and  union  with  the  church  of  Christ, 
and  the  glory  that  is  to  follow,  all  clearly  repre* 
sented  by  their  own  jurophets  long  before  christi** 
anity  appeared^  may  one  day  have  the  desired  eff 
feet,  sooner  than  the  most  powerful  attack  of  their 
errors,  in  th^  way  of  argumei^,  from  a  professed 
adversary.  Moses  and  the  prophets  are  witnesses 
against  the«i,  whose  testimony  is  unimpeachable; 
and  though  their  faithful  and  strong  represent&« 
tions  of  the^e  things  have  been  read  by  the  je^s 
for  upwards  of  1800  years  without  being  under- 
stood, a  time  will  come  when  they  will  see  them 
in  the  same  light  as  here  represented* 

.  I  haye  endeavoured  to  shew  the  jews  to  them- 
selves, as  peculiar  objects  of  the  divine  regard  and 
Providence,  and  to  the  faithful  believers  in  Jesus, 
as  worthy  of  their  respect  and  affection,  from  their 
being  witnesses  together  with  them,  of  the  truth 
and  unity  of  God,  and  fellow-sufferers  with  them, 
under  the  same  tyranny  of  the  beast. 


In  prot«:ati|ig  diis  inquhy  into  the  prophetie 
history  of  the  jews  of  the  latter  times,  I  could  not 
livoid  perceiving  the  intijmate  connection  k  has 
with  that  of  popery,  particuhriy  towards  the  end 
c^  THE  INDIGNATION,  and  in  the  circumstaEnces 
connected  with  the  emancipation  of  Israel  out  of 
the  bondage  of  the  spiritual  Egypt.  This  neces* 
sarily  led  to  an  ers^tennion  of  inquiry  into  the  pro* 
phetic  history  farther  than  was  at  first  deugned« 

The  rq)resentatiaa  il  hare  given  of  popery, 
though  of  a  dark  and  sombre  hue,  is  such  as  his» 
tory  wal-ran$8,  and  all  protestant  commentators 
are  agreed  in.  And  though  for  much  the  same 
reasons  given  above,  it  wiH  be  equally  unavaiixBg 
to  the  persons  most  deeply  concerned  in  it,  yet 
it  may  be  not  so  (at  such  a  time  as  this)  to  the 
friends  of  true  rei^ion,  in  putting  them  upon  their 
guard  against  those  efforts  of  the  e:$pifing  beast 
whicn  are  foretold,  and  may  ere  long  be  carried 
to  a  length  at  present  very  little  suspected  by 
many,  although  the  indications  of  their  approach 
/are  even  now  manifestly  visible. 

The  memprable  events  of  the  last  twenty  years 
have  opened  quite  a  new.  prospect  into  th^  re- 
gions of  prophecy,  where  before  all  was  wrapped 


in  silence,  and  impenetrable  cIo^d8  and  darkness* 
Nesvlon,  and  the  troop  of  comment^ors  in  hi^ 
company,  have  passed  through  a  wide  and  (at 
that  time)  barren  tract  of  this  country,  in  a  full 
trot ;  as  not  having  found  any  objects  of  suflictent 
distinctness  in  the  thick  mist  (then  circumfused 
around  thejudpnentoftbi  great  njohore^)  to  which 
the  expository  tel^cope  could  be  lifted  up  with 
any  tolerable  clearness  of  vision.  But  since  that 
time  the  bfllze  has  begun  to  break,  and  many  of 
the  iie^er  objects  havse  been  defined,  and  the 
rude  masses  of  shade  have  beto  opened  out  into 
thdr  vaxkrua  £mns  and  respective  colours  :  an4 
even  the  distant  points  in  the  prospect  are  failing, 
fme  after  another,  within  reach  of  the  powers  of 
the  instrument. 

I  presume  to  hope  that  a  representation  in  a 
great  measure  pew,  has  been  given  here  of  th^e 
strong  features  of  popery,  by  the  application  of  a 
great  many  of  the  sincient  prophecies,  some  of 
them  perhaps  not  less  applicable  to  the  mystical 
Babylon,  and  Sox>om>  apd  Egypt,*^  of  St  John, 
than  those  he  has  himself  applied,  in  bis  very  con- 
cise view  of  the  prophecies  of  the  christian  times, 
^hicb  for  obviot^  reasons  did  not  admit  of  maa]r 


such  referenced^  nor  require  milch  Hght  at  thi§ 
time  when  he  wrote.  But  by  his  quoting  a  few, 
and  alluding  to  other  passages  in  the  propheti,  it 
appears  to  have  beeo  hlis  design  to  ptoint  out  to  ui 
the  sources,  from  wheftce  (in  due  tibie)  a  Strong 
and  luminous  illustration  of  his  dark  hieroglyphic^ 
zxid  mystical  language  might  be  deiited* 

As  T  coivceive  the  subject  to  be  at  this  time  o^ 
peculiar  interest  to  all  protestants,  when  we  see 
the  arm  of  Providence  making  very  extraordinary 
movements  in  the  quarters  of  the  catholics,  in 
every  country  where  they  are  to  he  foand^  1  wish- 
ed this  view  of  "  the  controversy  of  Sion/'— 
and  the  speedily  approaching  decision  of  it,  to  be 
adapted  to  the  use  of  persons  not  accommodated 
with  better  assistances,  and  of  little  leisure  for  ex- 
tended inquiry,  who  are  commonly  apt  to  take 
up  their  opinions  of  religion  upon  trust,  without 
examination.  For  their  use  I  have  studied  plaiiv- 
ness  and  perspicuity  rather  than  stile,  and  have 
thrown  into  the  form  of  notes  whatever  refer- 
ences to  the  greek  text,  or  latin  authorities  of 
popish  authors,  &c.  appeared  necessary  for  illus- 
tration or  proofs;  and  have  always  given  the 
sense  of  such  quotations  along  with  them.      For 

t  Matt.  xilv.  2Ji, 


PR£FACt 


the  tame  reason  I  hswe  fixed  the  price  of  this 
publication  so  low  as  barely  to  pay  its  own  ex- 
pences,  even  if  it  should  meet  with  a  favorable 
acceptance ;  and  if  it  does  not,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion  to  the  loss  that  may  accrue,  in  what  I  con- 
sider as  an  humble  attempt  to  assist  the  cause  of 
truth,  and  so  fiir  at  least  commendable,  though 
it  should  not  be  very  successful. 


PREFACE 

TO    THE   SECONJ)    EDITION. 


-non  T«trorgiim 


Tela  dare,  atqne  iterare  cnrsns 
cogor  relictos 

Hon  Cann.  L  i.  Ode  34; 

Nor  am  I  forced  to  fori  the  sail, 

Ot  ptit  about  the  helm^  and  check  the  gale; 

Or  cantions,  trim  from  side  to  side. 

The  sport  of  veering  wind,  and  failing  tide. 


X  HE  late  retrograde  motion  of  the  revolu-' 
tionary  changes,  which  have  come  forward  ia 
quick  succession  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
'  will  incline  some  persons  to  accept,  in  a  general 
sense,  that  prediction  in  Rev.  xv.  8,  concern- 
ing a  peculiar  and  merely  partial  obscurity  of 
prophecy,  as  if  it  referred  to  an  vniversaL  and 
not  a  particular  interdiction,  from  entering 
into  the  temple.  ^  "  And  the  temple  wasfiU 
led  with  smoke^  from  the  glory  of  God,  and 
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from  his  power;  and  no  man  wa$  able  to  ««- 
ter  into  the  temple  till  the  seven  plagues  were 
fulfilled.'' 

Smohey  as  a  symbol  of  prophecy,  may  be 
understood  in  two  senses,  a  good  or  a  bad  one. 
When  it  is  declared  to  proceed  ^^Jrom  the 
glory  of  God,  and  from  hi»  power  ^^  it  must 
be  understood  to  mean  only  a  scdulary  an^ 
temporary  darkness^  as  far  as  the  sei'yants  of 
the  temple  are  concerned  in  it ;  and  it  will 
only  tend  the  more  clearly  to  illustrate  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  God's  judgments^  upou 
the  return  of  light.  Such  a  darkness  as  this  is 
the  necessary  acccmipaniment  of  the  ancient 
of  DAYS,  represented  here  as  coming  to  in- 
stitute his  grand  session  of  judgment  upon 
the  beast,  at  the  end  of  his  1260  years,  as  had 
been  foretold  by  Daniel  vii.  9>  of  which  St, 
John  is,  in  the  following  chapter,  proceeding 
to  give  the  particulars  in  full. — The  psalmist  • 
describes  the  same  thing  in  similar  terms.  (Ps. 
xcvii.  2, 3.)  ^^  Clouds  and  darkness  are  round 
about  himy  righteousness  and  judgment  ara 
the  habitation  of  his  throne.  Kfire  goelh  h^* 
fore  himy  (Dan.  vii,  10, 1 1  ^)  and  bumelh  iy»  Ai< 
enefnies  round  oftoiit" — This  is  notiikd  the 


darkness  of  the  liltfa  vial^  a  perfected  judg-« 
ment  of  it4self^  but  is  rather  the  prelude  to  the 
whole  series  of  the  seven^  which  are  about  to 
be  executed  in  the  sight  of  the  lamb,  and  of 
the  angels  of  the  churches,  standing  round  a« 
bout  him,  to  witness  how  the  accomplishment 
may  ccnrrespond  with  the  predictions  given  of 
it.  (Rev,  xiv,  10.)  The  darkness  in  the 
iempfe  cannot  therefore  be  meant  to  affect 
them,  but  refers  altogether  perhaps  to  their 
persecutors,  who  at  this  time  partieularlyy 
are  e^ccluded  from  the  privileges  which  these 
enjtiy,  (Rev,  xiv,  3*  see  2d,  Exodus,  vol.  iii, 
p,  35,-^40,^44,-^1 12—).  It  is  very  natural 
to  suppose  that  the  reformed  churches  will  be 
favoured  by  heaven,  with  a  correct  ide^  of  the 
meaning  and  tendency  of  these  judgments, 
notwithstanding  tf^  general  darkness  of  the 
times,  and  the  apparently  intricate  perplexity 
in  which  human  affairs  seem  now  and  then  to 
•be  involved.  The  footsteps  of  a  wise  and  just 
providence  will  be  at  all  times  still  discernible, 
ando  steely  pursuit  of  one  invariable  plan 
hh  the  whole  series  of  the  vials,  may  be  seen 
amidist  the  ^*  smoke  from  the  glory  ff  God, 
m€  frwn  hts  power,^  which  to  the  bestial 
pftrty^  involves  every  thing  In  darkness* 
a2 


In  a  contrary  sense,  symbolical  smoke  nlg^ 
nifies  a  darkness  which  is  prejudicial^  and  is 
itself  generally  a  prelude  to  the  punishment 
of  the  enemies  of  God.    It  imports  a  peculieur 
perturbation  of  the  faculty  of  reflection,  whieli. 
is  inflicted  itself  as  a  judgment,  and  leads  the 
incorrigible  through  an  infatuation  of  bigotry 
to  the  errors  of  their  sinful  choice,  into  tbe^ 
very  measures  which  tend  to  their  own  undo- 
ing.   The  maxim  ^^  quern  deus  vuU  per dere, 
prius  dementai^^^  has  been  often  verified  by 
the  unaccountable  conduct  of  men  of  great 
natural  talents,  but  at  the  same  time  of  super*- 
lative  wickediless ;  and  in  few  instances  more 
visibly  than  in  the  fall  of  Buonaparte.     Ac- 
cording to  my  idea,  this  is  well  accounted  for 
by  Dan.  xit.  10,  and  St.  Paul,  2  Thess,  ii.  H^ 
which  the  poet  turns  thus : 

^'  Hear  the  jnst  law,  the  judgment  of  the  skies! 
^'  He  that  hates  trnth  shall  he  the  dope  of  lies. 
^^  And  he  that  will  he  cheated  to  the  last^ 
^^  Delusions  strong  as  hell  shall  hold  him  fast^^ 

Cbwper's  Prog,  of  Error« 

The  smoky  ^rror^ofMoHAMMEoiSM,  to  which 
the  churches  of  Asia  became  obnoxious,  in  pun- 
ishment of  their  neglect  of  the  warning  giveu 


ihem,  are  very  accurately  represented  in  their 
erigin  and  consequmces,  by  this  symbol  of 
smoke y  which  arises^  not  as  here  it  doth,  ''from 
the  glory  of  God — ;  but  from  the  infernal 
ABYSS,  whence  all  judicial  darkness  origi- 
Bates.   And  therefore  when  St.  John  is  found 
introducing  the  same  symbol  of  the  abyss  a 
second  time,  with  consequences,  and  an  asso* 
ciation  of  ideas  appropriate  to  it,  about  the 
time  of  the  near  finishing  of  the  testimony 
of  the  witnesses,  it  is  reasonable  to  interpret 
the  symbol,  on  its  occurrence  again,  by  the 
same  rule  and  in  a  like  analogy, — We  must 
suppose  that  St.  John  would  thereby  insinuate 
a  striking  similarity  in  these  two  portions  of 
his  prophecy ;  and  that  the  rising  of  this  last 
beast  from  the  abyss,  should  be  accompanied 
by  somewhat  of  a  Judicial  darhhess  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature,  which  should  be  impressed  upon 
the  infatuated  minds  of  its  victims,  fcy  the  like 
means  of  delusion  and  the  sword,  which  had 
previously  smoothed  the  way  to  empire  for 
l^obammed,* 

*  On  the  accuracy  of  St  John^  in  never  applying  the 
same  hieroglyphic  in  contrary  senses,  and  avoiding^  every 
possible  occasion  of  unnecessary  obscurity,  I  have  offered 
many  remarks.     (See  Prophecy  in  the  index).       These  are 
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sons  which  would  not  hear  nor  underBtcmdi 
in  the  day  of  th^ir  ccMy  should  not  be  able  to 
penetrate  into^  the  true  meaning  of  Gods 
mysterious  providences^  when  the  season  of 
judgment  is  come:  but  that  they  should  be 
deceived  hy  delusive  appearances  of  peace  and 
intermission  of  judgments  ^  although  the  previ- 
ous requisites  to  spiritual  peace  have  been 
pertinaciously  rejected  by  them.    It  denotes 
fhat^  which  hath  been  the  settled  opinion  of 
many  learned  men,  and  good  commentators, 
(Goodwin,  Gill,  Mede,  Newton,  Puffendorf, 
and  others;  see  2d.  Exod.  v.  i.  p,  203.)  that 
few  conversions  from  the  errors  of  popery y 
or  rather  none,   would  be  effected  by  the 
dazzling  glare  of  these  fiery  judgments ;  but 
rather,  that  the  bestial  party  would  continue 
to  misinterpret  them  in  a  sense  flattering  to 
themselves,  even  unto  the  end ;  and  particu- 
larly so  at  the  near  approach  of  the  last  of 
them,  when  a  revolution  may  be  expected 
that  will  give  the  catholics  once  more  that 
suprenuwy  they  are  in  quest  of,  and  a  power 
over  the  church,  destructive  to  vital  religion 
in  the  highest  degree.*    This  may  account  for 

*  The  exttni  and  natnuf^  of  the  rising  hopes  of  the  ronmn 
SaiholicSf  may  be  appreciated  from  a  late  sermon  (1813)  by 
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the  various  appearances  which  fhe  chud  of 
smoke  from  the  glory  of  God,  and  from  his 
power,  puts  ou^  as  it  shews  itself  to  these 
mystical  Egyptians.  They  will  consequently 
proceed  on  in  their  darkness  and  contumacy 
of  error,  untill  their  Egypt  itse^  shall  be 
destroyed.  But  in  all  the  land  of  Goshen, 
the  Israel  of  God  shall  hare  light  in  all  their 
dwellings. 

Had  the  purport  of  this  preparatory  vision 
been  otherwise  than  so,  and  all  mankind  had 
been  equally  interdicted  from  entering  into 
the  temple,  or  in  other  words,  from  attaining 
to  a  sufficient  intelligence  of  the  tendency  and 
object  of  these  judgments ;  amidst  all  the 
appearances  of  change  which  they  may  at 
times  put  on,  even  unto  the  very  end  of  the 
vials;  St.  John  would  have  been  commmanded 
(as  Daniel  was,)  to  shut  them  up,  or  write  them 
with  a  seal  annexed,  to  remain  inviolable  for 
the  time  specified :  or  as  he  had  actually  been 
enjoined  in  the  prophecy  of  the  seven  thun- 
ders, "  write  them  not.^^ — But  here  on  the 

Piter  Gandolphy,  a  catholic  prieflt,  on  the  approaching 
downfall  of  the  church  of  England^  and  the  triumph  of 
p<»pery.  See  also  2d.  Ex.  v.  i.  p.  267. 
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contrary,  he  proceeds  immediately  not  only 
to  write  a  fnU  and  detailed  account  of  the 
sev^  ffialsy  but  he  follows  it  up  by  several 
subsequent  visions  in  retrospect,  with  a  view 
to  the  further  explanation  of  the  nature  and 
consequences  of  them.  The  vials  by  some  are 
thought  to  be  the  same  as  the  seven  thunders^ 
which  could  not  at  that  time  be  disclosed  ; 
and  by  almost  all,  they  are  allowed  to  contain 
the  seven  principal  wonders  of  the  seventh 
trumpet,  and  the  third  woe,  of  which  no  where 
else  is  there  any  account  to  be  found :  whereasL 
the  first  and  second  woes  are  immediately 
described  as  soon  as  they  are  announced.  The 
third  is  of  greater  importance  than  these,  and 
requires  a  preparatory  introduction^  by  a 
previous  description  of  the  agents  engaged^ 
and  their  mode  of  conducting  the  war  of  the 
witnesses,  on  both  »ides.  The  woe  is  there-' 
fore  announced  in  the  11th  chapter,  but  the 
particulars  of  it  are  not  given  untill  the  16th. 
That  the  history  of  the  pouring  of  the  vials  is 
intended  to  be  a  description  of  the  third 
woe,  and  consequently  is  capable  of  being 
understood  by  the  church  under  persecutioQ 
more  or  less,  Bishdp  Newton  thus  "argues : — 
*^At  the  sounding  of  the  fifth  trumpet,  the  woe 
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of  the  Saracens  commences/'  and  (after  the 
descriptioa  of  it)  it  is  then  added^^-^^One  teo^  ig 
jMst — and  behold  there  come  two  woes  mora 
hereafter." — So  at  the  sounding  of  the  sixth 
trumpet^  the  plague  of  the  Euphratecm  horm* 
men,  or  Turks,  begins,  and  in  the  conclusion 
— (at  Kev,  xi.  14,) — it  is  added,  "  the^  second 
woe  is  pasty  and  behold  the  third  woe  cometh 
quidtly," — At  the  sounding  of  the  seventh 
trumpet  therefore,  one  would  naturally  ex^ 
pect  the  description  of  this  woe  to  succeeds 
Newton  on  Proph.  vol.  iii.  p,  271. — • 

*  From  hence  also  it  is  obvious  to  conclnds,  that  the  Tur- 
kish or  second  woe  is  now  actxudly  past^  in  the  same  sense  ajs 
the  first  woe  was  past  when  the  second  was  announced^  That 
is  to  say,  as  a  woe^  it  was  past^  and  a  new  one  was  goings 
to  take  its  piace.  (vol.  iii.  p.  124.)  Yet  the  monnmenta 
and  evidences  of  both  these  Mohammedan  woes  still  remain, 
even  to  this  day ;  though  their  power  of  hurting,  as  woes^  b$ 
gone  by,  (See  R.  Fleming's,  Newton's,  Bich end's,  &c. 
methods  of  computing  the  time  allotted  to  them<  The  second 
woe  was  past  virtually  in  1 789,  and  the  symbolical  earthquake 
of  the  French  revolution,  was  the  signal  for  the  sounding  of 
the  senenth  trumpet.  The  fall  ctf  the  beast  of  the  sea  ensued 
under  the  fifth  vial;  but  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  is  not 
yet  coQcludedy  wtiich  mfty  be  aceoirated  for  in  a  very  reason^ 
able  way«  if  it  be  rt^ofiable  that  the  eoMse  should  preeeed  the 

effect.  (&€  2d.  Exod.  v.  iii.  p.  272,-289 ) 

b2 


XIV  PREPACK 

Notwithniandiog  then^  the  smoke  still  coa«* 
tinues  to  fill  the  penetralia  of  the  temple,  and 
may  occasion  a  total  misapprehetmon   o£ 
what  is  passing  within,  to  some  who  are  in-* 
terdicted  from  entering,  and  may  have  dis^ 
Curbed  the  visual  penetration  of  some  others^ 
who  are  not  wholly  excluded  with  the  wof* 
shippers  of  the  beast;  yet  still  there  may  be 
traced  the  footsteps  of  a  wise  providence 
tending  strait  forwards,  but  none  tnminff 
back  again,  as  some  have  imagined.     The 
signs  of  the  times,  and  the  indications  of  pro-r 
phecy  have  agreed  well  together,  and  still  con- 
tinue so  to  do.     We  need  not  gi v^  way  to  any 
doubts  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  prophetical  pen*, 
cil,  or  even  of  the  correctness  of  our  general 
apprehension  of  its  delineations,  on  account  of 
the  portentous  aspect,  or  surprising  changes 
and  combinations  of  the  wonders  of  our  times. 

An  impious  and  desolating  tyranny  sprung 
from  the  abyss,  for  a  long  time  successfully 
trampled  upder  foot,  the  liberties  and  hap-* 
piness  of  the  whole  human  race.  Yet  still 
the  success  which  was  indulged  to  its  cupidity 
and  ambition,  was  useful  to  the  general  ac- 
complishment of  the  purposes  of  heaven.  The. 
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meisnre  of  the  iniquities  of  the  beast  was  full, 
and  the  superannuated  dommancy  of  apostate 
'RoMEy  and  her  confederate  horns,  was  thus 
to  fall,  (2d.  Exod.  v.  ii.  p.  463-^4—).  Their 
time  was  expired,  and  their  perdition  oouldf 
be  no  longer  delayed;  neither  could  there  have 
been  chosen  a  more  adequate  instrument  of 
providence,  for  the  execution  of  that  work  of 
judgment,  for  the  making  a  beginning  of  it  at 
least.^  If  at  length  we  have  seen  the  bloody^ 
scourge  wrenched  out  of  his  strong  grasp,  an4' 
applied  to  his  own  back,  and  that  even  by  th<r- 
very  victims  of  his  oppression,  against  whom 
he  was  spedaUy  commissioned  and  sent^  b1* 
though  he  had  other  views  in  his  own  mind ;; 

*  All  that  the  world  hat  yetsnffered  from  the  opening  of  th^ 
ABYSS,  and  the  bloody  tragedy  of  the  third  woe^  is  but  th^ 
beginning  of  sorrows.  The  share  which  the  protestant  world 
has  had  in  it,  seems  only  designed  to  quicken  their  atteniUni 
to  the  coming  scenes  of  woe,  on  the  dementated  worshippers 
of  the  beast,  of  which  they  are  now  to  be  the  spectators^  as 
they  have  been  heretofcHre  the  denouncers  of  his  criminality. 
That  snch  a  first  rate  genius  as  bdonaparte/ot  misckitf^' 
should  ever  have  £Eillen  from  so  great  an  height,  and  sunk 
even  into  contempt^  and  that  he  can  be  succeeded  by  fresh 
engines  of  destraction,  still  better  fitted  to  the  work  of  blood, 
is  one  of  the  wonders  of  this  season  and  time,  which  feiw' 
petnaly  iO|»e  as  to  renewed. astonishmente/   . 
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^2d.  Exod.  V.  1.  p*  3^1 — y  yet  this  argues  no- 
thing more  than  the  omnipotence  as  well  as 
the  justice  of  providence^  which  is  able  to 
furnish  fresh  instruments  for  the  perpetuating 
8(  the  uniformily  of  its  design,  when  thos^  first 
employed  have  become  worthy  of  rejection* 
{Isai.  X.  )5«)    Here  is  no  inconsistency  in  all 
tbis^  but  a  more  perfect  accomplishment  o€ 
prophecy;  since  whether  buonapartb  himself 
executes  tbe  will  of  heaven,  or  sufifers  the  e&e«- 
cutionof  it  upon  his  own  person  and  empire,  it 
amounts  to  the  same  thing.  In  either  case  it  iir 
atill  the  same  body  of  the  same  beast  of  the 
sea,  which  had  been  symbolically  slatnj  and 
delivered  to  the  burning Jlame  for  its  slow  con- 
sumption, (Dan.  vii.  11.  26.)  which  St.  John 
represents  by  ^*  the  going  into  perdition,'^ 
and  explains  it  to  us  in  several  visions.  (Rev. 
xi\.  10,  II. — xvi.  10. — xvii.  11.)     and  indeed 
it  is  the  general  voice  of  prophecy  that  this 
vengeance  should  be  inflicted  upon  them^ 
seizes,  by  their  own  hands.    (Isai.  xiis:.  2.t^ 
xlix,  26.— Exod.  v.  i.  p.  345. — v.  ii.  p.  409). 

This  prospering  tyrant  himself  was  also  thuir 
to  meet  his  fate  of  a  symbolical  death,  by  the 
flre  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  two  prophets  <^: 
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the  Britisli  churches^  his  terrible  and  privileged 
tormentors f  whom  he  would  not  desist  from 
hurting  by  every  imaginable  mode  of  persecu* 
f  ion,  even  to  their  extertaination.  (Hev.  xi.  5, 
6).    Their  great  and  glorious  exertions  hare, 
by  their  perseverance  and  success,  kindled  at 
length  a  similar  flame  of  liberty  in  other  na- 
tions;  and  shewn  them  that  the  time  is  come 
when  the  late  indomitable  beast  tff  the  abyss 
may  be  humbled.    Every  thing  hath  so  ensuedf ! 
in  regular  course,  from  the  re-opening  of  the 
abyss  in  1789,  just  as  we  had  reason  to  expect; 
and  I  do  not  see  any  thing  in  the  present  as- 
pect of  affairs,  from  whence  to  conclude,  that 
the  bestial  war  against  the  witnesses  is  ter-- 
minated,  by  the  fall  of  one  representative  of 
iffit  beast  of  the  abyss y  and  our  troubles  con* 
sequently  at  an  end.     I  fear  there  are  yet  no 
good  grounds  of  contradiction  to  the  judgment 
I  had  formed  of  the  bestial  system^  on  the  basis 
of  Mr.  Sharp's  plan.    The  1260  years  without 
doubt  lire  ended.      The  second  woe  is  past, 
and  the  third  begun ;  and  it  will  certainly  con- 
tinue, at  least  at  intemalsy  with  but  short 
intermissions 9  to  manifest  its  existence,  untill 
the  utter  extirpation  of  the  apostacy,  and  its 
fivtppott^Ts  have  land  a  secure  foundation  for 
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the  hope  of  happier  times.     (2d.  Exod.  va^. 
ill.  p.  13L) 

Had  there  occurred  only  one  or  two  remark" 
able  conincidences  on  this  plan,  between  pro* 
phecy  and  facts,  this  might  have  been  attributed 
to  chance,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  doubt 
would  have  ensued,  upon  the  occasion  of  so 
prodigious  a  counter-rerolution,  and  an  ap^ 
parent  recurrence  to  the  old  forms  of  things. 
f(ut  the  coincidence  hath  been  entire  and 
complete,  without  one  instance  of  a  failure ; 
(jiee  the  proofs  of  this  at  large  in  the  "Season 
AND  Timel")  and  the  very  subversion  of  the 
late  tyranny  itself,  only  adds  fresh  and  stronger 
confirmation  to  the  system,  instead  of  re-acting 
against  it.  For  the  probability  of  the  duration 
and  stability  of  the  late  changes,  in  the  coun^ 
tries  subject  to  the  influence  of  the  abyss, 
must  be  estimated  altogether  from  conclusions 
to  be  drawn  from  the  sources  of  prophecy,  and 
not  from  mere  conjecture  of  probabilities  and 
political  theory,  which  have  been  so  often 
contradicted  in  these  times  of  confusion  in  the 
councils  of  EnoM,  that  no  rational  dependence 
can  any  more  be  placed  upon  them.  How 
much  soever  it  may  be  the  pleasure  of  politi- 
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cal  dogmatists  to  tpeat  the  idea  with  con* 
tempf  ryct  I  certainly  expect  that  popery  will 
again  lift  up  its  ruthless  head ;  but  perhaps 
not  yet,  or  until  we  make  a  much  nearer 
approach  to  the  time  of  the  end.  A  restitution 
in  the  present  day,  at  least  to  the  extent  which 
some  seem  to  expect  it,  appears  to  me  next  to 
an  impossibility.  For  as  renoiuHons  do  not  gg 
back,  so  neither  does  time.-^^'  Veetigia  nnUa 
retrorsum.^^ 


^ifci 


all  signs  portend 


A  forward  course, — ^no  footsteps  badcwardi  bend*^^ 

When  j^^heiical  periods  are  elapwd,  and 
all  the  symbols  attached  to  them>  as  the  signs 
of  their  existence,  are  obliterated  and  gone ; 
they  can  not  begin  again,  nor  be  perpetuated 
for  a  single  day  beyond. the  predicted  time. 
The  fall  of  Bconapartjb^  whom  I  considered 
as  the  a{^inted  scourge  ^  popery y  and  the 
founder  of  the  bestial  throne  of  the  abtss^ 
affords  us  no  argument  that  popery  wiU  be. 
scmarged  no  more,  or  that  the  throne  of  the 
A9YSS  itself  wM  smky  together  with  its  first 
occupier,  into  symbolicid  non-entity.  His: 
opcupancy  of  the  supreme  dignity  and  power 
oyer  the  bestial  confederation^  under  a  new* 
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name,  and  under  changed  ensigns,  has  been 
both  sufficiently  conspicuous  and  durable,  fo 
prove  him  completely  a  successor  to  the  great 
roman  beast  defunct:  and  the  circumstances 
of  his  faUj  have  added  as  much  confirmation 
to  my  system,  as  it  had  before  derived  from 
his  wonderful  rise,  to  that  singular  state  of  a 
paramount  elevation.  BcowrAPARtE  himself 
has  ejphibited  the  first  instance  we  have  yet 
seen,  of  the  faU  of  injurious  tyrants  before 
the  fire  o/*the  energy  of  the  two  prophets. 

The  wonderful  sagacity  of  Mede,  had  led 
him  to  conclude  many  years  ago,  vrhat  we  now 
See  to  be  matter  of  fact.  That  the  war  of  the 
witnesses  would  assume  a  different  charuo-- 
ter^  and  a  military  aspect  towards  the  latter 
part  of  ity  which  portion  of  time  would  SyA- 
dhronize  with  the  pouring  of  the  vials  ;  and 
that  the  symbolical  miracles  of  the  two  pro* 
pihets,  m  turning  the  waters  into  bioody  and 
^killing^^  their  persevering  persecutor^  with 
^fireXmt  of  their  mou^s,^'  would  be  limited 
to  the  concluding  portion  of  the^  TE*Tii«ONiry 
and  is  not  to  be  understood  of  its  whole  dura- 
fton.  (See  Key  to  Apoc.  P.  ii.  p.  10,  and  l^.^^ 
Sa.  Elod.  vol.  iii.  p.  «07.— )    Facts  had  «ttg- 
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gested  to  me  the  same  idea^  before  I  Jatebf 
met  with  it  in  Mepe's  work.  The  glorious 
and  happy  privilege,  granted  by  a  merciful 
providence^  to  the  British  Isles,  has  confirmed 
If  ede's  opinion.  They  alone,  amongst  tha 
nations^  have  been  able  /o  withstand  the  cq^ 
Ipssalffower  of  the  revolutitmary  akf^ssy  and 
Qven  to  become  its  tormentor  for  many  years  ; 
and  at  length  to  effect  its  symbolical  killing^ 
by  i\\%  fire  which  issued  out  of  their  mouths^ 
at  a  time  when  it  threatned  to  overwhelm  the 
liberties  of  mankind,  and  consign  the  world  to 
desolation  and  military  despotism.  Through 
twenty  years  of  war,  entirely  of  a  new  cha- 
racter,  and  ferocity  of  spirit  worthy  of  the 
abyss,  the  britisb  prophets  have  continued  to 
afflict,  with  all  the  plagues  ascribed  to  them  in 
their  commission  (Rev.  ii.  5, 6.-^2d  Exod.  voU 
iii.  p.  275.)  the  universal  destroyer,  found  to 
be  by  every  other  opponent  irresistible.  And 
they  have  now  completed  his  destiny,  hs  they 
will  in  like  manner  do  unto  any  future  tyrants 
irhich  shfill  issue  from  the  abyss,  while  tha 
remainiiig  part  of  their  testwony  awaits  its 
full  accomplishment.  ^^  And  if  any  wiU  hurl 
^em,  fire  proceedeth  out  of  their  mouth  and 
deyoureth  their  enemies.    Apd  if  any  ntoii 

c2 
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is)ill  hurt  them^  he  iqust  in  this  manner  be 
killed." 

The^rc — symbolical  of  their  poUH^ai  m- 
flumce  and  mUUary  prowess j  and  quickened 
by  the  example  of  persevering  fortitude  and 
consequent  success  in  them^  hath  acconhr 
plished  this  in  the  most  remarkable  manner : 
and  the  singular  repetition  of  the  very  same 
words  twice  in  one  i>ersey  seems  to  intimate 
that  other  tyrants  will  arise^  and  will  revive 
the  inesctinguishable  hatred  and  persecution 
of  the  prophets;  and  after  fruitle»i  attempts 
to  *^hurt  themy^  will  be  symbolically  so  "ittf- 
fed"  as  the  first  of  their  dynasty  of  the  abyss 
has  been,* 

*  I  have  often  remarked  the  ^iDgular  aecnracy  of  St.  John^s 
language,  not  to  confuse  his  symbols  with  contrary  ideaa. 
The  beast  of  the  aJbyss  is  a  successional  power ^  li^e  his  pre<« 
decessors ;  and  it  is  not  meant  that  the  beast  himself  will  be 
thns  killed^  bnt  only  the  bearer  of  his  ensigns  pro  tempore^ 
and  the  words  are  guarded  tigainst  expressing  any  more-* 
**  and  if '^ — any  man — "  will  hurt  them,  &c."  buonaparts 
has  afforded  us  the  first  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  prophecy* 
Let  us  hope  soon  to  be  gratified  with  tidings  oT  the  likf 
symbolical  burning  andfall^  (after  first  hanging  him  up  withr 
out  a  figure)  of  the  secpndary  tyrant  of  America,  the  imita- 
tor and  dependant  of  the  infernaIi  jovr  from  the  abtsjs  h, 


Buonaparte  was  but  the  first  of  this  series 
of  despots  from  the  abyss^  which  must  flourish^ 
during  the  ^^  Season  and  Timb^"  and  had  he 
survived  this  shock,  he  could  not  have  conti« 
nued  to  the  time  of  the  end.  His  fall  does 
no  more  make  an  enfd  of  the  heast  of  the 
mb^ssy  than  that  (^  Hildebrand  did  of  the 
heaei  of  the  ^ea.  (See  2d  Exod,  vol.  iii«  p^ 
816.)  That  beast  was  perpetuated  by  succes* 
sion  to  the  full  end  of  1260  years,  and  contif* 
nued  throughout  to  be  the  iMt  of  the  seven 
legithncUe  heads  of  Rome ^  and  supported  by 
a  confederation  of  ten  horns,  the  papacy  itself, 
in  its  tenlporal  capacity,  being  an  eleventh 

flniope,  We  may  then  depart  with  some  consolation,  and 
leave  the  remainder  of  the  war  an  inheritance  to  oar  children* 
The  hideons  croaking  of  these  trans-atlantic  yro^«,  uming 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  beast  of  the  abyss,  betrays  pretty 
plainly  its  apocalyptic  origination  and  diabolical  affinity,  by 
the  singular  ingratitude  and  rancour,  of  this  unnatural 
hostility  against  the  parent  empire,  which  (always  generous 
and  great,)  has  now  deserved  and  obtained  th^  praise  of  all 
the  world  besidest  The  expatriating  decrees,  and  other  anoT" 
chical  doctrines  of  this  patient  minister  to  the  vengeance  of 
BuotrAPARTE,  all  levelled  at  the  sources  of  Englands  strength 
und  prosperity,  have  now  revealed  another  of  the  three  frogs. 
(See  2d.  Exod.  v.  iii.  p.  282.)  American  frog4ike  doo- 
frines^  sowed  the  firit  see^s  of  th^  bloody  Frencj[i  revolution; 
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^^lUtk  horn,^^  and  as  head  of  the  confede- 
mey^  identtfied  with  the  whole  be€ist  But  all 
iliese   tokens   of  apoca^ptic   a^ihentii^ity, 
are  now  gone  by,  and  become  irrecoverable 
by  any  poosible  change  of  circumstances,  .The 
fulness  of  time  for  this  beast's  symbohc^ 
death  and  perdition  being  come,  there  hath, 
not  been  wanting  ^  much  as  one  iota  of  the^ 
proofs  of  his  dissolution,  according  to  the  pft«» 
scribed  forms* — Buonaparte,  with  the  fullest 
attestation  of  all  prophecy  to  the  deeKi,  pulle4 
down  the  feeble  and  tottering  fabric  of  thci 
PAPAL  Roman  Empire,  and  dug  up  the  very 
foundations;  and  even  the  dust  of  it  is  blow4[| 
about  in  every  direction  by  the  revolutionary 
tempests.    It  possibly  may  settle  in  the  inter- 
vals of  the  storm,  but  hardly  in  the  old  form: 
and  whatever  political  edifice  may  hereafter 
be  erected  on  that  old  scite,  will  henceforth 
have  not  a  Tarpeian  Rock,  but  a  $hiftinff 
quicksand  for  its  foundation^  and  is  not  cal- 
culated for  durability.      Its  insignia  will  not 
be  the  same  which  symbolised  Mome  trium* 
phantj  but  will  more  and  more  strikingly  re* 
present  her  state  of  perdition.  Rev.  xviii,  2, 

"Whate're  the  fates  ordain  ' 

They  execute-^nor  w^ave  the  wocrf  in  vain.'* 

Lewis's  Statins. 


One  tyrant  from  the  abyss  is  destroyed  by 
the  energy  of  the  two  prophets;  but  too  many 
symptoms  remain  of  revolutionary  madnesSy 
which  cannot  be  appeased  by  concessions^  nor 
subdued  by  either  suflTerings  or  conquest. — 
The  sword,  for  many  years  soaked  in  blood, 
(Isai.  xxxiv.  6,  7)  has  scarcely  been  returned 
to  the  scabbard,  when  we  find  them  still  un- 
taught by  experience,  and  the  smart  of  wounds 
not  yet  closed.  We  cannot  therefore  indulge 
the  hope  that  the  abyss  itself  is  shut  down  and 
secured  for  one  thousand  years.  It  had  been 
open  full  nineteen  years,  and  its  plagues  were 
pouring  out  in  every  direction,  before  they 
Jell  upon  ike  seat  of  the  beast y  and  put  an 
end  to  his  apocalyptic  reign.  The  beast  of 
ihe  ABYSS  then  took  the  succession,  and  rose 
to  his  predicted  state,  and  became  lord  of  the 
^ture  destinies  of  Rome,  by  destroying  her 
subsisting  symbols,  and  substituting  others  pe- 
culiar to  his  own  dominancy ;  which,  notwith- 
standing the  changes  and  commotions  of  this 
^'time  of  trovble*^  affecting  inferior  matters, 
will  retain  their  symbolical  eitistence  to  thS 
end.^ 

*  Perhaps  we  em  have  no  better  witness  than  the  Pope 
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The  war  bfthe  wttnesses  is  that  part  of  <iic 
revelation  In  which  we  are  most  interested^ 
being  ourselves  and  our  children  the  personal 
actors  in  its  most  awful  part,  the  pouring  of 
the  vialsy  and  not  far  removed  from  its  termi- 
nation ;  that  very  circumstance  having  been 
assigned  by  St.  John,  as  the  distinguishing 
mark  and  characteristic  of  the  last  beast  and 
his  time.    This  fnear  ending)  part  of  the  tes- 
timony, mayi  probably  enough  be  calculated 
at  thirty  years,  or  possibly  seventy-five  years^ 

himself^  (see  v«  iii.  p.  288.)  that  the  predicted  sentence  of 
the  session  of  judgment  to  ^^capiimiy  and  the  sword^^  (Rev* 
xiii.  10.)  to  the  ^^bUmingfame*'*  of  stipetior  tyranny,  (Dan. 
'    vii.  11.)  and  to  a  ^^consuming  ptrdUtan^'^^  (Dan*  vii.  26— 
Rev.  xvii.  8,  11.)  has  been  tmly  execmted  upon  him.-— 
His  body,  symbolically  dead,  both  in  its  head  and  homs^ 
lias  in  every  part  been  given  to  the  burning  fame^  and  the 
Pope  by  his  proclamation  dated  cbzekka  5th  May,  181 4^ 
has  vouched  for  the  tntth  of  it. — ^^'The  decrees  of  the  divine 
mercy  towards  ^ns  are  at  last  accomplished.     Precipitated 
from  our  pacific  chair  with  unheard  of  violence,  torn  from 
the  love  of  onr  dear  subjects,  dragged  from  conntiy  to  country, 
we  were  condemned  to  groan  in  chains  for  nearly  ive  years! 
we  have  shed  in  our  prison  tears  of  grief  ifc^^ — Bnonifarte 
has  really  done  so  much  work  for  God,  though  without  de* 
sign,  that  Mke  nebuchadkeszar,  he  had  his  rvward^  and 
even  now  is  punished  in  measure. 
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ifrlien  oompared  with  the  total  sum  of  1260^ 
'which  must  be  completed  before  it  will  end« 
But  Mr*  Faber's  extention  of  this  time  of  the 
near  emling,  to  fall  three  hundred  years^  ex- 
•ceeds  all  possible  compromise.  That  ihe 
dMth  and  resurrection  of  the  witnesses ^  are 
events  already  past,  as  Brightman,  Fleming, 
Fabee,  Bicheno  and  others  have  asserted,  is 
a  position  which  however  much  one  might 
voish  it  could  be  proved  true,  cannot  be  sup* 
ported  on  any  good  arguments;  but  in  our 
days  is  disproved  both  by  arguments,  and  the 
most  notorious  facts.  * 

.  *  One  might  wish,  as  Mede  observes,  (^^Key  to  Apoe.  P.  ii. 
p^  1 3/^}  that  the  last  straggle  were  over,  and  that  the  notion  oi 
the  SMALCALDic  LEAacR  as  corresponding  to  that  great  crisis^ 
could  be  established  on  substantial  grounds  of  argument. 
^^  But  the  interpretation  oi  prophecy  U  not  to  be  directed  aC' 
.  cording  to  our  wish.  Yea,  rather,  the  error  will  be  with 
greater  danger  by  a  mistaken  seeurUy^  as  if  it  were  past*'*^ — 
To  obtain  this  boon,  very  sturdy  difficulties  have  been  cut 
down^  by  smne  of  the  advocates  of  that  opinion.  Mb. 
Bicheno  goes  so  ftir  as  to  reject,  the  established  prophetical 
mode  of  computation  of  time  by  ^^a  day  for  a  year^'^'*  upon 
very  riender  authority ;  and  he  reckons,  the  three  and  a  half 
years  (Rev.  xi.  IL)  by  lunar  days.  (See  ^'Signs  of  the 
Times^V  p.  57.)  This  produces  him  one  hundred  and  five 
years  J  for  the  duration  of  their  stato  of  death  without  burial  j, 

d 


I  think  Mr.  Mede  is  mistaken  in  supposing 
aU  his  synchronisms  perfect  oneSy  whicli  he 
admits  synchronisms  do  not  always  need  to  be. 
In  that  of  the  persecuting  bectstj  and  s^er- 
ing  eAurc'A^  this  is  certainly  not  the  case.  She 
escapes  at  first  by  flight  and  concealment^  but 
towards  the  end  she  giK;hers  strei^th,  puts  on 
a  formidable  aspect^  and  resists  with  various' 
success;  and  at  length  crushes  her  enemies^ 
perhaps  several  times^  before  her  fall  and  re- 
surrection. Her  contest,  as  we  now  see,  was 
to  be  maintained  against  two  beasts  in  stic* 
cession.  The  first  was  to  war  against  her,  and 
prevail.  He  has  done  so  for  1260  years,  and 
has  been  overtaken  by  the  predicted  judg- 
ments of  God,  and  is  gone  into  perdition ;  but 
the  witnesses  still  perpetuate  their  testimony 

which  he  commences  from  the  perMcntion  of  the  protestants, 
by  Lewis  XIV;  and  ends  it  by  the  proclamation  €f  liberty 
andequudity^  by  the  iafidel  national  assembly;  which  is.  the 
resairecltion  of  the  witnesses] — The  one  thousand  years  of  the 
saints  reign^  is  another  difficulty  which  cannot  be  adjusted 
by  this  mode^  or  any  other  in  use  with  the  commentators; 
hut  he  arbitrarily  assumes  another  of  his  own,  which  reduces 
the  MILLENNIUM  to  ouly  nineteen  years! — ^During  this  time 
lie  shuts  up  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  (his  modem  dragon^ 
in  the  bottomless  pit^  by  the  hand  of  the  angel  Buonafarte* 
Cp.  80.) 
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against  the  same  apostacy^  and  its 
and  wage  their  perpetual  war  under  better 
auspices  against  his  more  ferocious  successor^ 
the  beast  of  the  abyss  ;  who  is  however  at 
last  to  obtain  his  wishes^  but  only  thereby  to 
yield  a  final  and  glorious  triumph  to  the/dith* 
July  which  endure  so  to  the  end. — The  argu- 
ments on  which  this  opinion  is  founded^  are 
given  in  the  2d.  Exodus,  (^see  the  Index  an^ 
nexed^y  but  will  be  foiind  discussed  at  large 
in  a  Tract  on  that  particular  subject  of  ^^  the 
Season  and  Time.'^ — There  certainly  is  no 
necessity  for  the  testimony  to  commence  im- 
mediately with  the  corruptions  in  religion, 
or  tyranny  of  church  government  which  it 
opposes ;  but  rather  the  contrary .-^St.  John 
himself  took  some  time  to  gaze  with  wonder 
iat  the  extraordinary  finery  of  the  adulterous 
church,  before  he  resumed  his  pen,  and  de- 
nounced her  to  be  the  whore  of  BcUfylon^ 
and  the  witnesses  no  doubt  did  the  same. 
The  cause  must  have  a  little  precedency 
before  the  effect,  in  spight  of  system  and 
synchronisms.  ^See  2d.  Exod.  vol  iii.  p.  272^ 
—289). 

Not  only  has  the  first  beast  retired  alicge* 
d  2 
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ther  from,  the  soene^  taking  his  obmkte  m 
Migniay  the-^^'  seven  heads  and  ten  komsy^ — * 
the — "  little  hm^^ — a»d  the — "^^  image  of  the 
beasty^^ — all  along  with  bipi;  but  even,  th^ 
new  insignia  of  Bohe,  io.  her  perditionai^ 
aTAT£^  have  felt  the  effects  of  revolutionary 
Vi8tability«  The  new  confederation  of  kings^ 
%\xe  embryo  formation  of  that  which  13:  to  bo 
perfected  at  ARjaAOBDooN,  hath  already  beoQ 
broken  down,  and  its  protector  hath  been 
hilled  by  the  fire  out  of  the  months  of  the  two 
prophets^  after  his  unremitting  but  vain  en- 
deavours to  ^^hurt  themy^  had  been  previously 
chastized  by  blood  and  yamu^^,  and  acx^umu* 
lating^/a^jTif^^,  But  the  witnesses  still,  liv^^ 
and  continue  to  discharge  their  honourable 
function  in  etangelizing^  all  mankind,  in  the 
very  uttermost  pressure  of  their  increasing 
persecution  and  afflictions;  extending  theii: 
prc^phetieal  exertions  to  the  fullest  yindica* 
tion  of  liberty  and  protection,  to.  the  wretched 
victims  of  spiritual  delusion^  and  mer^nary 
iyrsinfiy.   (2d  Ei^od.  voL  iii,  p,  2T5)* 

The  reign  of  the  beast  of  the  sea  undoubt* 
edly  ended  in  1808^  even  the  Pope  himw^ 
i^^  J^dgey  in.  cousequencis  of  the  mod  i^ 


darkne^B^  poured  out^npt  upon  ikx^,^^9^mbfh', 
iiccU  #a<i^"  of  this  period^  but  expressly  upoa 
^^thfi  throne  of  the  beast y^  whereon  of  course 
he  could  ^sit  no  longer.      In  the  language  of 
symbot^y  no  fact  can  be  more  plainly  or  eau« 
tiously  expressed.  It  was  this  throne^  yielded 
up  to;  him  (Rev.  xiii.  2)  by  the  dragon,  whom 
he  .was  ;to  represent  as  his  very  imager  which 
partly  constitaited  him  the  last  head  of  iht 
beast,-^''  The  eighth  and  of  the  seven^'-^X^ 
interruption  of  his   reign   by   ^^sword  and 
captivity f^^  and  the  perdition  of  his  body  m 
every  department,  for  full  five  years,  would 
have  made  as  much  a  Jalsification  of  the 
prophecies^  (as  Mr.  Faber  rightly  judges,) 
as  if  Jive  hundred  had  been  deficient.    But 
en  the  supposition  that  his  reign  there  ter- 
minated, nothing  could  be  more  prop^  than 
such  a  break  to  be  interposed  between  the  paflit 
tyranny:  ot  the  1260  years,  and  the  reiiewe4 
persecution  of  the  "  Season  and  Time." — 
Between  thjb  papacy,  as  the  little  horn  qf 
Romej  and  head  of  the  whole  confederation 
o£  the  ten,  and  so  iclentified  with  the  whole 
beast ;  and  the  same  papacy  deprived  of  its 
undent  insignia^  and  becoming  again  simply 
an  episcopal  dignity  j  distingaisheid  (here  for 
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the  first  time)  with  the  title  of  fhefabepro^ 
phet;  under  which^  as  the  head  of  his  churchy 
the  Pope  was  to  flourbh  even  to  the  end.  The 
dissolution  of  the  ancient  fabric  of  the  fapai« 
EMPIRE^' happened  about  the  same  time,  by 
virtue  otan  imperial  decree  of  the  new  beast 
of  the  abyss^  the  scourge  of  Romb  ;  and  by  a 
Jhi*mai  act  o/*  oMtcoltoii,  admitted  by  the 
last  occupant  of  the  empire  of  tiie  feet  and 
toes  of  Daniel's  great  image>  at  that  time  de- 
cayed with  age,  and  tottering  to  its  fall.  (2c} 
Exod.  vol.  iii.  p.  185—344—357). 

The  signs  of  Romes  dominancy  were  very 
expressive  of  the  things  represented  by  them, 
and  sa  peculiar^  that  they  could  not  be  ap« 
plied  without  the  most  manifest  forcing,  to  atiy 
other  prototype  than  the  true  one;  and  er^f» 
to  that  they  are  now  become  equaUy  incapa^ 
hie  of  application  any  longer.  (See  2d.  Bxod.^ 
V.  ii«  p.  23,  &c.)  They  form  altogether  such 
a  constellation  of  testimonials,,  as  must  effec-^ 
tually  bar  any  (competition.  The  title  given  to 
this  first  beast,  by  St.  John,  ^^The  eighth  and 
of  the  seven^^ — and  ^'which  goeth  intoperdi" 
feoit"-— forms  such  an  impenetrable  mmmd 
about  lu]3a>^tiiataaapocalyptic  beast  can  possi*- 
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illy  either  break  through  or  over-leap  it.  No 
dominant  power  at  rome  in  any  capacity  wbatr 
ever,  either ybr^^  or  native,  can  now  set  up 
any  pretensions  to  be  this  ^^last  heauf^  of  the 
beast  of  the  sea.  For  not  onlyjs  "his  whole 
time  expiredy  with  the  fullest  attestation  of 
all  prophetical  indications,  but  the  old  sym* 
bols, .  the  evidences  and  accompaniments  of 
that  dynasty  of  roman  beasts,  are  all  obliter* 
ated  and  lost,  the  man  of  sin  himself,  with 
all  his  dexterity  at  creation  and  re-creation, 
(2d.  Thess.  ii.  9.)  being  now  incapable  either 
to  exhibit  them,  or  restore  the  loss  of  them. 
The  symbols  themselves  are  such  as  are  inca- 
pable of  renovation;  and  though  ^'times  and 
fotrs"  were  given  into  his  power,  (Dan.  vii. 
25.)  and  accordingly  did  suffer  his  correction 
at  his  willy  yet  past  tim£y  and  the  fulfilment 
of  prophecy,  are  things  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  papal  omnipotence. — The  incapacitating 
influence  of  change  hath  passed  upon  the 
Pope  himself,  as  well  as  upon  his  kingdom,^ 
were  he  even  to  be  reinstated  in  his  tern- 
poral  power,  as  he  held  it  before  the  revolu^ 
tion;  and  a  throne  re-established  at  Rome  for: 
&e. politico*ecclestastical /potentate,  which  no. 
^oture  ebullition  of  revolnfimary  madness^ 
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or  military  ambition  from  the  abyss  might 
be  likely  again  to  overthrow^  yet  he  eould  not 
possibly  be  any  more — ^'of  the  9even^^ — ^nor 
yet  the  eighth  in  succession;  but  is  absolutely 
a  ninth,  and  of  a  different  symbolical  charac« 
ter^  and  another  prophetical  period.  * 

*  Mr.  Faber'8  claim  for  Buonaparte,  as  a  Ime  eontiiiiia' 
tion  of  the  *^laH  keacP^  under  the  title  of  the  ^^iq^tmo-oetave' 
keatf^'^'*  that  is  to  say,  ^^both  the  seventh  and  the  eigkih  i» 
ane;*^  because  Mr  F — conceives  Charlbmao.ns  to  have  been 
such,  (bnt  npon  very  precarious  grounds),  appears  to  me  to 
be  without  foundation,  and  gives  a  very  unsatisfactory  solu- 
tion of  this  difficulty.    The  hand  of  time  and  the  progress  of 
events,  since  Mr  F — wrote,  have  now  removed  all  its  dark-- 
ness  from  this  knotty  point,  by  putting  an  end  to  that  laH 
head. — ^The  title  impressed  upon  it,  — *'*'the  eighth  and  of 
^  seven^^ —  was  designed  as  a  stamp  of  its  sterling  value, 
absolutely  inimitable,  both  before  and  after  the  season  of  its 
currency.     We  have  now  seen  the  end  of  it^  and  therefore 
assuredly  know  that  Mr  Faber^s  idea  is  not  correct;  but  that 
ihe  exclusion  of  the  seventh^  or  gothic  powef^  as  a  foreign 
tyranny^  and  that  of  the  gallic  yoke^  for  the  same  reason^  is 
the  Whole  of  the  mystery*    BtONAPARns  was  nevor  ^^an 
head^^  of  the  loman  beast,  nor  at  all  friendly  to  him  as  such; 
but  on  the  contrary  was  remarkably  (even  when  there  seem- 
ed no  necessary  occasion  to  oblige  him  to  it,  (see  2d.  Exod. 
V.  ii.  p.  502.)  the  scourge  of  God^  appointed  to  hurl  him 
into  perdition.    He  was  Hot  even  Emperor  of  Romb,  bttt  4 
king  there,  purposely  to  exclude  th£  Popr  from  beaic  dH^ 
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The  sjT^mbols  of  the  successional  powers 
-which  were  to  have  dominancy  over  Rome 
a.fter  the  end  of  the  1260  years^  are  described 
^Iso  with  such  strong  marks  of  character,  that 
they  are  not  easily  to  be  misapplied ;  and  must 
totally  exclude  even  his.  Holiness  himself, 
from  all  pretensions  to  be  (he  continuation  of 
the  last  head  of  the  romai\  beast  of  the  sea,^ 
after  the  pouring  of  thejiffh  vial  upon  him, 
though  he  is  still  the  Antichrist  in  another 
form,  and  under  a  new  period  of  the  prophe- 
cy. The  palpable  intervention  of  a  ninth, 
and  a  tyrannical  domination  over  Rome,  in-- 
ilicting  symbolical  death  and  perdition  like 
the  burning  flame  upon  the  beast,  in  his  head 
and  whole  body,  and  having  itself,  numerous 

and  like  the  Goth  he  also  obtained  his  po^er  over  Rome 
by  conquest.  The  sword  and  delusive  doctrines^  which 
opened  the  way  before  him,  were  the  true  apocalyptic  signs 
of  ike  dbyss^  whence  he  or^inated;  and  the  symbolical  slay'- 
ing  of  the  reigniag  beast,  and  destruction  of  (dl  his  homs^ 
wen  the  immediate  coDseqnences  of  his  rise* — The  GOTir 
womded  his  sixth  head  only  unto  death,  but  the  gallic  tyrant 
put  a  period  to  all  possibility  of  his  existence  any  more  as  a 
beast.  ^  The  heads  and  horns  of  Rome  are  no  where  now  to 
be  found,  unless  hung  up  in  fffigy^  in  Buonaparte^s  hall  of 
aandience  at  Paris,  as  memoriala^  of  Romb^s  departed  great- 
i^est! — 


And  strong  lines  of  character^  attested  hf  many 
prophecies^  and  secured  by  a  perpetuity  of  six 
years  duration^  must  render  both  the  Poipe's 
claim,  and  that  of  all  others^  inadmissible^ 
ifithout  a  violation  of '  prophetical  fidelity^ 
(See  ill  '^  The  Season  and  Timk/^  thd  proof 
of  this,  by  a  grammatical  Theorem^  and  other 
argumeiits)« 

That  the  Pope  might  possibly  emerge  again 
out  of  the  darkness  of  the  fifth  vial,  by  the 
effect  of  future  rerolutionary  movements, 
which  are  to  Jill  up  the  two  interraJk  of  the 
Season  and  Time  with  a  succession  of  won-* 
derSy  (2di  Exod.  vol.  iii.  p.  43 — 45r— ITS^wasr 
a  consideration  which  has  not  been  excluded 
from  my  calculations.  (2d  Exod.  vol.  iii.  p. 
65 — ^78—805.)  I  have  even  admitted  that  a 
restoration  to  the  Pope,  of  his  ecclesiasiical 
powerSi  and  dignUy  in  a  considerable  d^roe^ 
as  the  head  of  his  churchy  Bsigl^t  not  be  impro- 
bable, nor  inconsistent  with  prophecy*  But  I 
cannot  so  easily  conceive  a  restitution  of  his 
iemporcd  so'eereignty^  on  such  conditions  at. 
least  of  independence  and  security,  as  w^uld 
constitute  the  papacy  any  more  an.  h(nn  of 
Bome;  and  yet  were  eyen  that  to  be  the  casei, 


fts  I  haT«  shewn  that  be  could  not  be  tike  last 
le^itimaie  heced  of  the  beasi ;  so  neither  could 
he  be  *' the  Uttk  homy^^  (the  eleventh) ;  for 
l^e  mvist  necessarily  now  be  a  twelfth;  the  AV- 
tle  hom^  and  last  heixd^  having  both  fallen 
together.  I  therefore  confidently  expect  that 
either  divine  providence  will  raise  up  some  yet. 
unforeseen  obstacles  to  the  restitution  of  the 
temporl  powers  now  aymbolltealfy  dtfunct^  or 
that  they  will  be  loaded  with  such  ^jeetions^ 
Itnd  palpable  inconsistencies  with  the  prophetic 
cal  descriptions^  that  their  fwn-identity  will 
be  acknowledged  by  all  reasonable  judge&u 

The  character  of  the  /al^e  praphet  of  the 
^^  Season  and  Time,'*  is  as  distinctly  drawn 
&s  that  of  tbe  little  horn,  of  the  period  1260; 
and  as  he  is  to  act  a  great  and  conspicuous^ 
part  in  the  transactions  of  his  time^  as  one  of 
the  three  chiefs  of  the  last  confederation  ;  it 
is  impossible  to  say  at  present  what  share 
even,  of  temporal  power  may  be  requisite  to 
his  discharge  of  his  apocalyptic  function  with 
guitable  effect,  as  coadjutor  of  the  Beast  and 
Dragon*  of  this  period.  He  may  be  expected 
to  shine  in  h%s  orbit,  but  it  will  be  with  a 
lustre,  pale^  and  much  eclipsed  of  its  former 
e2 
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splendour^  and  giving  plain  indications  of  his- 
state  of  perdition^  and  not  of  dommancy  ; 
and  of  the  action  of  ^^  ih^  burning  fiame^'* 
with  little  intermission^  except  for  the  short 
space  of  his  predicted  triumph,  near  upon  the 
time  of  the  end.  After  the  view  I  have  taken 
of  the  modem  state  of  papal  JRome^  it  will 
not  be  expected  that  even  the  apparent  return 
of  many  things  into  their  oldformSy  would  be 
sufficient  to  shake  my  opinion :  even  the  tem^ 
poral  power  of  the  papacy ^  under  present 
circumstances,  would  break  no  squares  with 
prophecy.* 

*  The  notion  of  the  Church  Hierarchy  and  Papacy  to- 
gether, sustaining  the  character  of  the  second  beast  in  thM 
apocalypse^  which  was  held  hy  Mede  and  the  older  commen- 
tators, and  is  taken  np  by  Mr  Faber,  is  confuted  abundantly, 
if  not  by  its  own  inconsistency^  yet  at  least  by  the  course  of 
events  since  Mr  F — ^s  publication.  The  identity  and  func'- 
tion  of  THE  Second  Beast  has  been  a  heme  of  eontenticm 
amongst  the  Critics,  to  a  still  greater  extent  than  even  those 
^ihejirst  beast.  It  is  Mr  Sharp's  bold  but  just  remark, 
that  ^'his  character  has  been  mistaken  by  all  commentatorsJ^^'^ 

Led  by  the  numerous  and  high  authorities  on  that  side,  I 
had  adopted  the  general  opinion  of  the  second  beast^  in  my 
first  publication,  but  corrected  it  in  the  third  volume,  upon 
full  conviction  from  the  arguments  of  Mr  Sharp,  and  the 
evidence  of  events,  which  could  not  have  entered  into  tha 
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Could  we  reckon  upon  the  natural  con- 
sequences of  events,  in  these  days  ofperpe* 
tual  wonderSy  as  we  were  wont  to  do  in  times 

calculationB  or  even  imagination  of  the  Gommentatora  of  for- 
mer times.  I  have  not  seen  any  reason  for  retraction^  or  even 
variation,  of  any  opinions  founded  on  that  basis,  in  the  time 
that  has  elapsed  since,  or  the  events  which  have  tnrned  np 
lately,  so  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  most,  and  exceeding 
even  the  hopes  of  well  wishers  to  the  cause  of  liberty. — ^We 
BOW  know  firom  chronolc^eal  evidence,  and  the  actnal  fall 
of  the  Papal  Beast  with  all  his  Horns,  that  the  notion  of  an 
ecclesiastical  beast,  and  spiritual  horn,  was  a  mistake,  and 
a  dne  consideration  of  the  symbols  themselves  greatly 
strengthens  our  conviction ;  as  we  find  in  all  cases  an  Horn 
signifies  a  temporal  dominancy  of  lesser  extent,  and  a  Beast 
signifies  always  a  secular  empire,  made  'np  of  as  many 
smaller  Kingdoms  or  Powers,  as  the  number  of  horns 
given  to  him  express.  Ecclesiastical  Powers  have  another 
symbol  appropriate  to  them,  whieh  is  in  all  cases  employed 
to  represent  them.  The  using  of  one  symbol  in  two  different 
applications,  when  things  might  be  better  represented  by 
distinct  symbols,  would  have  tended  to  increase  the  pierplex* 
ity,  which  in  so  long  a  contexture  of  hieroglyphical  prophecy 
is  sufficieiit  of  itself,  without  the  addition  of  a  want  of  skilt 
in  the  writer.  , 

A  woman  is  invariably  the  emblem  of  the  church,  whether 
the  pure  aad  primitive  be  meant,  (Rev.  xiL  1,)  or  the  corrupt 
and  adulierous  church,  (Rev.  xvii.  3,)  the  church  of  the 
witnesses',  (Rev.  xii.  6,  14,)  or  the  united  churches  of  the 
converted  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  the  milleniuni.  (Rev,  xix.  S.) 


%\  PREFACE 

not  ftubjected  to  the  dememiaiing  influeoce  %f 
the  third  woe,  a  course  of  long  tranqmility 
might  now  be  reasonably  expected  to  ensue*. 

The  eedenas&cal  power ^  (bloody  and  pcneevting),  caa  need 
no  fuller  symbolical  explication  than  it  has  in  the  Where  of 
Babylon  y 

When  a  goveming  power  less  than  a  Beast  or  Empure 
was  to  be  represented,  and  it  was  ^^diveree'^^  from  ail  ita 
feUows,  atill  an  Horn  is  the  emblem  chosen,  and  its  dwersity 
fiOQiistiBg  in  a  combinatiott  of  epiritual  fotmicffvnih  iemponi 
(mthorUy,  the  prophet  Daniel  adds  Bye$j  the  sjrmbols  of 
episcopacy,  and  a  Mouthy  to  express  the  sovereignly  of  it,  in 
giving  laws  to  the  subject  church* — 8t,  John  represents  tfan 
very  same  thing  by  his  Image  of  the  Dragon^  which  by  the 
symbolical  or  political  miracles  of  the  eastern  beast,  waa 
endued  with' the* same  powers,  and  used  them  to  the  same 
purpose.  But  this  Image  representing  the  Dragon  in  sa 
very  many  particulars  as  fhe  did,  brings  St  Jdin^s  picture 
still  closer  home  to  the  Papacy  than  DanieFs.  As  an  Hwa 
he  was  a  supernumerary,  or  eleventh,  but  always  a  little  on#»^ 
and  he  was  ''diverse*^  in  being  an  episcopal  power^  and  de« 
dared  by  his  creator,  universal  and  supreme;  he  became  tke 
representation  and  head  of  all  the  homsy  and  is  as  such  idett* 
iified  with  the  whole  beast. — St.  John  supports  the  same  idca« 
by  his  declaring  fhe  altaehmenty  and  dependence  d  the  crow»m 
ed  horns  upon  his  will,  as  their  Bead.  (Rev*  xviL  13.> 
Again,  St  John's  Image  of  the  beast  exercista  the  aamtf 
cruelty  and  tyranny  as  the  Beast  hiquself,  and  Rpieseata  hinu 
As  an  Hor/t,  he  is  compared  with  the  Homsy  being  smaller 
and  more/erocioM^  in  aspect y  but  a^  he  is  diverse  ia  some 


The  sefise  of  gratitude  and  honor,  and  eren  the 
first  principles  of  self-preservation,  in  apoliti* 
cal  sense,  now  better  understood  from  the  pain* 
ful  lessons  of  twenty  five  years  experience, 
under  an  able  master,  might  seem  of  suflBcient 
force  to  represst  he  risings  oi  papular  fury  on 
the  one  hand,  and  machiavelian  despotism  on 
the  other,  and  forbid  the  hope  of  any  good  to 
be  reaped  by  a  recurrence  to  the  destmetive 
sword.  Bat  if  my  reasonings  upon  the  past  be 
hot  wholly  devoid  of  foundation,  our  expec- 
tations from  the  time  to  come,  will  not  yield  us 
this  comfort.  (2cl.  Exod.  vol.  i.  p.  299).  The 
burning  flame  will  not  be  extinguished  for  want 
of  fuel  in  some  part  or  other  of  the  papal  earth; 
or  the  ABYSS  of  military  despotism,  and  the 

respects.  Hie  compaiitoii  It  dropt,  and  he  repietents  fat 
iBlng^olar  combination  of  the  two  powers  in  great  perfection. 

Thfi  total  want  of  any  passable  horns  in  the  ecclesiastical 
Beast  of  Mede,  and  othefs,  must  have  been  obvious  to  thea 
at  the  time  they  were  labouring  in  the  mannfaetvre  of  theit 
lespective  suh^Uutes  for  tme  Horns.  Bat  in  the  Eastern 
Beast,  CoHgTANTiNOPLB  on  the  r%fat,  and  Rome  on  the  left. 
Hade  a  pm  of  T«ry  substantial  Horns  in  Mr  Shai^^s  hands; 
and.the  pioj^t  2ising,  the  emblem  only  for  one  occasion^  when 
ike  allusion  was  strikingly  just,  has  admirably  atoided  ea- 
^S'^'S'^^  ^^  <^y  ^  ^^^  appropriate  insignia  of  Rome^ 
irhich  could  here  be  of  no  use  to  illustrate  any  things 
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delusive  doctrines  of  revolutionary  anarchicftl 
and  infidel  principles,  be  shut  securely  dawn 
and  sealed,  until  other  events  have  come  to 
pass,  and  the  fulness  of  time  for  the  restitution 
of  all  things,  and  the  predicted  happiness  and 
peace  of  the  world  is  at  hand. 

At  what  time  the  bestial  sceptre  of  the  abyss 
shall  again  afflict  mankind,  by  what  ruthless 
hand  it  shall  be  wielded,  or  whither  it  shall 
next  direct  its  desolating  course,  are  things 
beyond  the  extent  of  our  means  of  informa- 
tion ;  but  the  certainty  of  the  fact,  I  consider 
as  indisputable.  We  may  not  go  on  before 
the  angel  of  the  vial  now  pouring,  and  trace 
out  the  path  he  ought  to  pursue;  but  we  must 
hambly,  and  at  due  distance,  follow  his  steps^ 
and  mark  the  consequences  as  they  ensue. 

To  the  two  prophetSy  God  will  still  conti- 
nue the  power  he  has  given  them  to  chastize 
with  equal  glory  and  vigour,  the  enemies  that 
would  hurt  them^  and  to  sustain  their  admired 
and  envied  immunities  and  liberties,  amidst 
the  horrors  of  anarchy,  the  cries  of  misery, 
and  the  roaring  of  revolutionary  barbarism 
ground  them.  ^^Parcere  subjectisy  et  deheUare 
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^uperboB.^^ — ^They  must  thus  ^^  prophesy  in 
^iMckeloth,^^  more  or  less,  to  the  end ;  to  shew 
Ihat  their  testimony  ever  will  be  hateful  to 
Iheir  euemies5  and  draw  upon  them  perse^ 
cutian  whenever  occasion  offers.     But  their 
terrible  power  of  punishing^  and  occasionally 
JdUing  their  persecutors,  shews  that  they  are 
not  despicable  prophets  y  and  their  state  is  not 
gj&eondition  of  abject  distress^  notwithstand- 
ing their  ^^  saekclotK^^     That  symbol  seems 
intended  only  to  denote  a  state  of  persecution 
fnore  or  less,  which  in  these  last  days,  is  of  a 
political  and  military  kind;  but  will  doubt- 
less, ere  many  years  are  past,  re-assume  its 
original  pretensions  on  the  score  of  religion  ; 
as  it  is  to  be  conducted  by  three  chieftaini^ 
the  dragon^  the  beast  of  the  abyss,  and  the 
false  prophet. — ^2d  £xod.  vol..  iii.  p.  275 — 
294.  • 

*  Tti  symbolical  prophecy  there  is  oRen  somewhat  of  Uteral 
fad^  to  give  the  (West  verification  to  the  symbol,  as  I  hare 
shewn  in  several  instanoes.  The  predominant  effect  of  the 
british  thunder  both  hy  sea  and  land^  at  this  period  of  con- 
linnal  wonders;  and  the  recent  introdnction  of  a  new  and 
most  tremendons  application  of  military  fire  at  this  season, 
seem  to  give  to  onr  times  and  nation  the  same  characteristic 
which  was  given,  on  a  like  account  to  the  enphratean  horse- 
Rev*  ix.  17, 18»  . 

f 


Long  may  they  continue  thus  to  authen* 
ticate  their  function  as  the  apocalyptic  pro- 
pheta  of  the  most  high  God;  acknoivrledged, 
even  by  their  late  enemies,  "agtorions  exam- 
pie  to  att  mankind!'*  propagating  the  gospel 
of  eternal  peace  to  every  creature  under  hea- 
ven,  and  circulating  the  holy  scriptures  to 
nations  an^  languages,  accessible  to  none  but 
themselves;  while  the  l&terties  of  the  world 
are  at  the  same  time  suspended  upon  their 
painful  but  unwearied  exertions. — ^If  ftey 
cannot  prevail  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes, 
in  ameliorating  the  principles  of  these  dealers 
in  the  "sovh  of  men,'*  and  inducing  them  to 
repent  of  their  murders  and  their  sorceries 
of  the  time  past;  (Rev.  ix.  21,— xvi.  ll,-^2d 
Exod.  vol.  iii.  p.  19*-.)  yet  they  are  rewarded 
iwth  by  the  eonsclousglow  of  selfwipprobation, 
and  the  gratitude  of  nations.— « ,8^  omnitm 
rerum  vicissifudo  e«^."— Nothing  is  more 
susceptible  of  change  than  the  feelings  and 
language  of  political  gratUude  amd  honovr. 
(2d  Exod.  ToU  iu.  p.  288).    We  are  still  ad- 
Tanced  only  a  little  way  Into  the  ^^Seasow  am» 
|TiME»  that  is  before  us,  of  which  not  more  than 
six  years  are  yef  elapsed,  a  space  bareh/  si^ 
«w»<  to  identify  m  new  ssmkoUea^  tsharo^ 


terSi  and  give  them  theiBecessary  oonfit matioii 
from  time^  the  pledge  of  their  perpetuation  for 
the  remainder  of  the  seventy-five  years. 

The  nineteen  years  of  massacre  and  carnage 
which  preceeded  the  fall  of  the  papacy,  was  a 
suitable  prelude  to  the  close  of  the  long  period 
1260;  they  were  the  throes  which  indicated  the 
rise  of  a  new  heast  from  the  teeming  womb  of 
the  ABYSS. — ^^During  his  tempestuoui^  reign,  (a 
snccessionalone  like  all  symbolical  sovereign- 
ties,) God  will  ^^  make  ah  eud  of  scattering 
the  power  oj  thehofy  people ^^^ — (Dan«  xiu  7« 
— 2d  Exod.  voL  iii.  p.  45 — 385.)  and  in  a  time 
of  ^ storm  and  tempest  they  shall  he  visitedy*^ 
and  restored.   (Isai.  xxix.  6. — Dan.  xii.  1). 
The  Revolution  of  1789,  which  shook  the 
world,  was  the  signal  for  the  sounding  of  the 
iseeenth  trumpet  The  reaping  of  the  harvest 
then  began,  the  session  of  Judgment  sat,  and 
the  pouring  of  the  vials  eoBlimenced.    Jer» 
Kxiii.  19,  20.— Ih  nature,  there  is  ordinarily  . 
somewhat  of  a  pause  between  the  finishing  of 
the  hardest yemd  the  beginning  of  the  vintage. 
May  our  merciful  and  just  God,  permit  us  to 
iodttlge  the  hope  of  a  little  respite  from  our 
irfHietianS;,  before  the  still  more  laborious  and 
f  2 
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painful  burthens  of  the  vimiage  musi  come 
upon  ub! — ^ 

*  Without  pretendiiig  io  prophecy,  one  may  already  per- 
ceive that  the  present  ealm^  eo  auspicious  to  the  hopes  of 
popery,  will  only  make  the  troth  of  prophecy,  as  to  lA«  effects 
of  the  fifth  vialj  more  maoifest.  (Rev.  xvL  11. — 2d,  £xod» 
Vn  uu  174.)  Besides  the  ntre  wcrd  cfprophecjf^  many  tokens 
too  manifestly  declare  that  the  wont  is  not  yet  pattl^^Tbts 
miliiary  frenzy  of  France  is  not  wholly  codedt  hy  her  pio- 
digions  exhanstion  of  lives,  or  her  revolutionary  spirit  dead^ 
hy  a  cordial  retnm  to  the  principles  of  hnmimity  and  virtoe, 
or  even  a  departnre  out  of  the  smoke  of  either  ir^dd^  or 
popish  fanaticism.     It  was  on  her  soil  that  the  throne  of  the 
abyss  was  first  erected;  and  by  her  zealons  labours  in  the 
propagation  of  delusion  and  terror  ^  its  foundations  were  ee- 
mented  by  the  blood  of  other  nations.    It  may  possibly 
change  its  climate,  but  the  dynasty  of  its  beast  is  not  at  an 
end.    The  fall  of  the  gallic  Nebo  has  Indeed  verified  the 
character  and  function  of  the  witnesses  in  a  very  remarkable 
pointy  by  his  symbolical  death.    But  that  restless  and  wick- 
ed individnal  himself,  has  not  received  the  recompence  dne 
to  his  deeds  of  desolation  and  blood!    But  like  a  lion  over 
powered  by  numbers,  he  retires  scouting  firom  ihe  field,  witi 
the  honors  only  due  to  virtue  and  true  glory!    Reluctantly 
he  drops  the  sword,  untill  his  well  known  talents  come  in 
revest  again,  and  he  expresses  an  hope  '^  yet  once  more  to 
tread  the  path  of  glory  P"* — The  too  great  contempt  of  dangers 
past  and  objects  once  formidable,  is  neither  wise  nor  safe. 
Providence  may  have  humbled  this  mighty  man^  to  teach 
an  infidel  age  that  thf^re  is  a  God,  which  alone  disposeth  the 


Though  I  eannot  concur  with  Mb.  Bicheno 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  violent  declamations 
against  the  conduct  of  England,  in  her  inter- 
ference in  the  late  war,  since  I  think  it  was 
not  rashly  drawn  upon  us,  but  that  we  were 
forced  into  it  by  military  and  political  per^^ 
secution;  and.  for  the  necessary. defence  of  our 
own  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious.  Y^ 
^ith  respect  to  popery y  in  all  its  establish^ 

fates  of  Empires;  and  it  may  recal  him  to  a  dangerous  le- 
sumption  of  poirer,  to  complete  the  punishment  of  a  genera- 
tion which  can  neither  be  subdued  to  repentance  by  wraths 
nor  conciliated  by  mercy. ' 

If  popery  is  to  receive  its  deaths  blow  by  a  deceptive  ap- 
pearance of  peace,  and  the  attainment  of  an  entire  dominion 
over  the  church;  the  policy  of  this  man  will  form  a  good 
model  for  future  tyrants  to  work  upon,  (2d»  Exod.  v.  i.  p. 
204.) — ^The  absurd  superstitions  of  Popery  were  an  engine 
of  state  in  his  hands,  which  useful  as  he  found  it,  he  could 
not  restrain  himself  from  spurning  with  contempt,  and  per- 
secuting with  cruelty.  Yet  had  he  succeeded  in  his  plan, 
he  would  have  forced  this  odious  yoke  upon  the  necks  ofpro- 
testants,  with  a  double  pressure;  certainly  not  out  of  respect 
for  the  Pope,  or  fidelity  to  his  Concobdat,  but  by  a  bar- 
barous policy.  (2d.  fixod.  Sec,  14, — and  v.  iii.  p.  175,-^ 
294.)— The  ematicipation  of  the  catholics,  as  they  affect  fo 
call  their  undefined  demands,  becomes  daily  more  and  more 
a  subject  of  jealousy  and  deep  disquietude,  to  every  sincere 
fn^nd  to  religion.  (2d  Exod.  v.  i.  p.  324-*364).  ~ 
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ments  and  exmneeti&m^  at  boaae  or  AtoAd, 
my  wutiments  jremain  aochaiig^ ;  and  I  de* 
|)recate  any  umim^  or  €^ompromi»  to  be  smde 
.with  itt  or  its  adherents,  tbat  caa  possibljr 
lie  avoided ;  leirf;  we  draw  upon  ourselves  a 
participation  in  illier  jdaguesy  even  while  Aer 
judgmeni  isliefore  our  eyes.  I  must  confess  i 
Oknnot  easily  eoneeive  how  the  future  ^ifedfft 
efihe  witnessesy^^  can  he  supposed  to  attain 
its  accomplishment,  to  the  temporary  ruin  of 
the  protestant  cause  and  party;  except  it  be 
by  way  of  a  short  but  smart  chastisement  of 
some  error  of  this  kind,  by  a  time*serving  and 
ainful  policy,  in  departing  from  the  true  prin- 
(ciples  of  the  reformation,  in  favor  of  papery, 
through  flattery  or  fear  of  her  rising  greatness 
and  terror.*   It  will  he  a  grievous  aggravation 

*  No  friend  to  hnman  nature  will  envy  the  heroes  of  the 
continent  the  fatiguing  harvest  of  glory ^  they  hare  reaped  ^ 
£n6lakd.  And  mnch  less  so  the  well  eamed  hoaora  de,^ 
creed  to  the  great  Weixington — '^himself  an  hQ9tJ''* — I 
John  Bull  has  bellowed  ont  hit  applause  in  a  sort  i 
srhich  will  impress  the  minds  of  the  illustrioHs  foreigiiexy 
with  an  idea  of  the  english  character,  as  mnch  below  tlK^. 
ihedinm  tenor  of  human  nature,  as  th<  unparalleled  effonta 
of  our  glorious  defenders  by  sea  and  land,  have  ekvated  it 
above  that  standard.    Mr  Bull  seems  to  have  lost  og^ 


of  our  suffisritigs,  to  be  obliged  by  a  too  late 
repentance^  to  acknowledge  that  our  folly  has 
deserred  them ;  and  to  be  ourselves  scourged 
by  the  very  lash  which  our  own  hands  have 
strengthened,  and  platted  afresh  for  the  un- 
grateful execution.  (2d  Exod.  sec.  13th  and 
Bee.  28th^and  vol.  iii.  p.  236.— -Isai.  xxru 
10,  11). 

What  ails  thee^  restlesi  a»  tbe  waves  thai  rao^ 
And  fling  their  foam  against  thy  chalky  shore  t 
Mistress—at  least  while  providence  shall  please— 
And  trident  bearing  Qneen  of  the  wide  seas. 
VHtji  having  kept  good  £akh,  and  often  shewn 
FriemdMp  and  truth  ia  others,  fin^^st  thoa  none  f 
Thon  that  hast  set  the  peneeuted  jnA, 
None  interposes  now  to  sneconr  thee ! 
Conntries  indebted  to  thy  power,  that  shine 
With  Ught  derived  from  thee^  wonld  smother  thine. 

alti^ther  of  the  manifestation  of  the  hand  of  providenee; 
equally  plain  in  the  downfall,  as  it  had  before  been,  in  the 
wonderful  rise  of  the  tyrant  NiPOLEON.  (2d.  Exod.  v.  ii.  p. 
44t,— 450.)— Poor  John  seems  getting  fast  into  his  dotage! 
and  h  is  to  be  feared  that  on  some  fntnre  occasion,  he  will 
aetnadly  in  his  deHrinm,  /a//  down  and  worship  his  husnan 
ikUies,  or  perhaps  hug  them  to  death,  and  eat  tliem  afterwarda. 
The  honors  he  paid  in  this  way  to  the  departed  Nelson,  were 
Bttle  short  of  a  roman  Apotheosis,  or  a  papal  Canoniza- 
Itoir. 
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l%y  very  childiea  watch  for  Hiy  dugiace, 
A  lamU$g  Broody  and  cane  tiiee  to  thy  Ihce! 

Cowpei^s  Expofitiilat. 


CORRECTIONS. 

The  idea  of  the  second  beast  as  an  ecclesu 
-optical  empire f  made  up  of  the  Pope  akd 
Hierarchy  op  tHs  Church^  which  had  been 
held  by  Mede,  and  all  the  older  commen* 
tators,  and  adopted  by  most  of  the  moderns^ 
has  now  been  fully  refuted  and  exploded^  by 
time  and  events.  It  was  therefore  givea  up 
by  me  in  the  publication  of  the  third  volume^ 
agreeably  to  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Sharp^ 
on  the  basis  of  the  Justinian  empire  afford^ 
ing  the  only  true  solution  of  the  Date  of  the 
1260  Years^  now  visibly  expired,  with  all  the 
prophetical  tokens.  (2d  Exod.  vol.  iii.  p.  174). 
As  the  Bestial  system  on  that  fouudation,  is 
laid  down  in  full  in  the  third  volume,  and 
there  is  no  variation  from  it^  but  only  a  more 
complete  cof^rmation  of  its  truth  given  by 
the  events  which  have  since  occurred,  it  was 
thought  best  not  to  disturb  the  arrangement 
ofthe  work,  in  all  the  passages  where  any  aUu« 
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sftton  to  the  old  system  oceurs ;  but  coneetii^ 
the  principal  one  at  p.  .23  &c»  vol.  ii.  to  point 
out  the  Qthers  as  errata^  with  the  CQrrectum^ 
requisite. — The  purchasers  pf  the  former  pub- 
lication^  may  thus  be  accommodated  with  th^ 
Index^  and  the  whole  of  the  additions  made 
to  the  present  one. 

At  p.  205,  vol.  L  it  mui^  be  understood 

that  Oiarlemagne  added  to  the  papacy  its 

temporal  power y  but  its  daie^  as  i^ast  head^ 

Was  given  by  Justinian  ;  and  1200  years  after 

thatf  it  was  pulled  down  by  Napoleon  Bco- 

NAPABTE. — At  p.  254,  ^'the  two  homs,^^  ar^ 

those  of  XH£  SECOND  BEAST,  End  refer  m^  to 

ffye^iMm  ofn»y  but  the  Justinian  Empire.— < 

At  p«  390,  The  '^bemt  of  the  earth;'  m  not 

the  papacy,  but  the  other  Empire,  as  also 

again  at  p.  112.  vol.  ii.— At  p,  86.  vol.  ii,  "The 

earth  is  not  the  peeulium  of  the  churchy  but 

the  terriiwuU  Roman  Empwe.—At  p«  17^ 

The  womion  ridmg  the  beagi,  symbolizes  the 

combined  powers  of  the  chnreh  and  secular 

government  at  Rome,  and  is  identified  with 

the  last  heady  and  the  Lnayei  the  Second 

Beast  is  not  here  ineluded.«-^At  p.  354,  The 

imme  error  occurs;  the  second  beast  h  the 

e 
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3:vwmiA}f  Empire^  and  the  earth  \g  the  sym- 
bol of  the  JBmpire  in  iti  integrity,  out  ^f 
irhiek  he  ai'ose  by  a  partition. 
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Ammi^A1101!L^deiohiknh.^im£d^  Tfaat  of  Ibe 
C%  JerdsaleMs  set  up  by  Vespa^iim.-^i.  dfi.  iii*  60,  iQ9. 
Aitd  that  of  the  CnufSTiAN  Cminca  set  up  by  Jvsti^ 
mAN,  iiL  44, 68, 73, 251.-^To  the  l^ter  th^  ¥t^efyal 
Periods  are  to  be  referred,    iii,  249L 

A&Tss«— or  the  bottomless  P£f— is  not  local,  but  mystieaL!.  iii, 
22,  74,  320,  324,  347— is  the  symbol  of  two  great  revo- 
lutions of  a  similar  i^faaracter,  iih  348»  Gives  existence 
to  the  Beast  of  the  last  times  by  its  second  oecurrinice,  iiit 
319»  l%is  symbol  denotes  eleva^dn  4o  sufntme  power  by* 
means  oftMtc^on  and  terror  'p-^-wJatse^rmeiple^  pc^pa^ 
gated  by  the  sword,  iii.  334,    See  Beasi^ 

Anai^ogy— p/Pr«jpfecy>  ii.  446.^0ftfeePlaguesof  «o^s 
with    l&ose  ef  SarM^  u  158,  102,  167,  4^,  46©,-^ 
ii.   &7,  my  84,  W,  14»,  117,  la.-jQf  the  Vision  of 
Dry  Bones  with  die  Wmt  Hesmrffcttm^  i»  22i 
ANOiNTiNtSh-Hj/'JIfejxtoA,  i.  157. 
ff  2 


ti^  index: 

AHOEii«-auy  instmiiieiit  of  ProTidence^  ii.  41,  1^.   -Hie 
three  Heralds,  of  the  r^ormofton,  ii.  30.—- The  MiusteTS 
'  ctthe  Vials,  n.  54.— Hie  Mystagogae  of  the  New  Jeru^ 
salem,  iii.  632. 

Antichrist— descriptioii  of  i  2S6. — Symbols  of  hi*  domi^ 
nancy  i.  249.— ii.  32&— his  faDen  state,  i.  416.— -His 
Terdition^  L  297.«^Is  an  HsRESiARCBy  i.  2&7.  ii.  434. 
Bas  Laws  and  Times  given  into  his  hand,  L  246,  252, 
966.— Holds  the  Throne  of  ImquUjf,  i.  269.--^ls  adored  i. 
749, 422.— Testimony  against  him  by  DAviDt  i.  391. — u.< 
846,  (See  Psahns.]— By  Daniel,  il  321,  326.— ^By 
TsAjAB^i.  286.—- By  0cm  ik>ltto hhnsdf , ii.  266  kc 

ApocALTP8E«'-«n  inspired  cdleetion  and  expo^kn  of  the 
Prophecies,  i.  384.— 4ii.  681.«-^ts  wise  and  wonderful 
constmction,  iii.  364,  515,  625.«— Is  difondogi^  but 
•  not  histc^caDy  so,  iii.-  617.-^iliisti«tes  a  complex  sub- 
ject by  retrospects^  wiDi  re-introdnction  and  vaiiatiotf 
ofthe^ym^&,iii.  320.'-r-C/itiiy  of  fpirif  and  inatiiierbe* 
tween  DANfML  and  St  John,  iii.  363,  446. 

Apostacy  the  greai,  u  245,  462,-*^  an  ol^ect  of  diyine 
abhorrence,  ii.  238  Us  Oferthrow  is  in  Prophecy  eon* 
nected  with  the  rising  again  of  Israel,  i.  165,-nii*  165^ 
218, 229.«^The  symbol  of  the  Ephalh  iit  2d8, 

AftMAQBDBON-<ii6a»feof  ii.  198, 149. 

Seast — the  symbplof  aseciylar^pireahrays,9Pcef-p|cxvix^ 
The  powers  ecclesSastieal  being  odierwiser^jwesented.  ^e 
Church)    The  Foiirth  Be^st  of  J)anixl  is  the  same  as  the 

.  first  of  the  (^ffocalppse,  or  Beast  ^the  Sea,  iu  319  .  Is 
diverse  from  idl  oth^r  beasts,  and  M  tinMss  dtfleiB  from  his 

'  Ibrawrsdf.  (See  Wjomi4,'-«<Ia&,  &;c)  is  WQttOited  tQ  ti^e  ac- 
tual death  of  his .  sixth  head^^but  lingers  .nnder  another 
mqppoaititions,  and  revives  ^i|der  an  ei^tb,  which  is  ti^y 
*'of$h^  HfitnC'^M  immdiate  H^a^  tf  Rome  itself--* 


*^  and  image  of  the  late  Imperial,  Dragon ^  lie  become^ 
hy  supremacy  the  head  over  the  ten  confederated  Horns, 
and  is  indentified  with  the  whole  beast.  (See  Horn,  Image, 
kc.)  u.  ^,  184,  336.— iii.  133.  251.— 2  Fr^.  xxiv. 
xxxi.  xxxiv.  xxxix. 
Seast  of  the  earth — or  seamd — hiiB  origin  ii.  23,^~iu.  132— 
affprcbd  basis  to  prophetical  chronology,  iii.  344.-^HiA 
characteristics  iii.  135.— 4s  not  (as  had  been  supposed)  an 
-  -ecdesiastieal  povirer,  ii.  Pref.  xxxTiii,-*-Hi5  end,  iii.  320» 


ISbast  Sfthe  Ahyss^Ahd  qrmboi  of  the  prevaUing  despotism 
of  th^  tknes  subsequent  to  the  1260  yeaif ,  and  of  a  rise  by 

-  debisioa  aiui  the  sword,  iiL  327 . — ^is  a  ^successimal power, 

-  fike  other  symbolieal  Beasts.  2.  Pref.  zM^  aod  dearly 
"  •    a  predicted  sueeesscr  to  the  beast  of  the  sea  defunct,  iii. 

^ «    aie,  336, 354»-*^  Pref,  zn.--Is  subjected  to  the  |»ourer 

'^  ^4he^o  Prophets f  and  variously  iormaiM»~2.  Pref. 

V   .    xad*^— The  S3wbolfi  of  this  power  are  as  clearly  defined, 

and  equally  sigmfica&t  as  those  of  the  two  farmer,  2*  Pref. 

vii — ii,  lll.^-4ii»  7^,  287.'-*-His  time  of  appearance  fixed 
/  toikeTiearmding  ^  the  testknowy,  2.  Pief.  xxvii«*-*-iii. 

311. — ^As  thai  of  the  first  beast  was  prior  to  its  beginning. 
SssTiAX.  S'y#^tiM~the  rationale  of  it,  iii.  166«  300^  309,  352. 

-^Bestial  life  consists  not  in  religions  principle,  but  poli- 
•  *  tifal  poweri  ii.  87. 
SicHBNO  Alr.-^bis  smgulm*  computation  of  the  Millennium 

te  2  Pref*  xxvii. 
1}LASi>HBMY>--€/tara€fm5^  ^  RontCy  both  before  and  after 

h^r  CowMTstoii,  ii.  ^i.'-^Cmstructive^  ii.  183, 2&7.^-*lite' 

ral,  i.  250^  422,— ii.  U%^Nimes  qf,  ii.  24, 184.— Bias- 

phemy  ef  modern  Jews,  i&  ld2, 221,  268^  566. 
•  SiillirDNESs— ^jptriffeo/of/ftty^i.  ^^---Of ^nticbristii^is,  i. 
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S.  ii,  04.  4579— -becomes  jndicialy  i.  307,  SlSk-ii.  S2U 
iii.  119.  (See  Delusion,  DemeatatioiL)«-**foriii8  no  excep- 
tion against  the  ^ghteoBsness  of  God,  iii«  222*  Blindness 
to  the  sigiis  of  the  times  inexcusable,  ii.  460^  Ui.  198. 

Blood— divine  vengeance  for,  ii.  75,  228— Cit^tf  tfiars  tmd 
great  bloodshed^  will  characterise  the  wrath  of  God  against 
Ve^rj,  i.  345,  ii.  219,  542»-^JB/<hh/  dissolved  «  cjmM 
of  ANAiacHr,  ii«  M.-^Persecutian  or  dnmkemiess  with 
Blood,  i.  321.  ii.  71, 177, 294.-.is  retorted  upoii  ^^  peise. 
cutors,  ii.  474,  545u 

BB£AKEa#-The  appointed  sninister  of  the  ihird  fl««iw4Ms. 
overthrown  Hie  GnB4T  Imaos,  ii.  499^  523.  {See  Stone, 
Scouige.)  Is  a  sutcemonal  pavpeTf  the  mraar^  ,f|f  the 
AarsSi  and  not  anj  indivfdnal  man,  2  Pref^  3|](ii»*r-i]L 
316.— 4pplicable  first  to  BvonapamtBj  u^  447i  403;  . 
,  iii.  310.  2  Pref.  xxiv.  Origin9tes  like  MoMdMMZD^ 
fr<»n  the  ABr8$y  and  rises  by  similar  means,  ii.  4M*  iii.. 
22.  EmblemB  by  which  the  jSreftker  is  pf^giflrod,  ii. 
472,  kc, 

BvoNAPARTE—  venfie$  the  Prc^ecies  hyAiefqM^ffas^  hehM 
previously  done  by  his  ehvatim,  and  abi|se  of  wner,  % 
Pref.  xxii.  xxxiv— 'ii.  592.  iii.  283,  310, 

Calculations— pro|>Ae^jca/--fhave  been  often  erroMoufi  iifc 
88,  97.-1116  possibility  of  attainiiig  to  greater  correctness 
iii.  106,  250.  Of  Bexgeups,  iii  99,  108,  178.  Of 
Burton,  iii.  433.    Of  Biche|jo,  2  Pref,  xxvii, 

Captivity  and  sword-^efW^^e  i.  313,  ii.  439,  yi.  144^ 
2Pref.  xxii.     (SeeBlood.) 

CaRiST-Dtt?wi€  natuir  of^l  115, 139, 167.  iii.  ^09.  King^ 
dom  of  ii.  374,  397,  431.  (See  Messisdi,  J^TOakm;)-^ 
will  liot  reign  personally  on  earth,  iii.  389.    SymiokoU  m 


ife  war  with  Antichrist,  iir  141, 165.-a&  coimng  froi» 
£d6m,  ii.  228. 

C^nRo^oLOGYofther prophetical  times,  iii.  65.  (See  Tim^ 
Period,  Numbers.) 

CJauRcfl— never  represented  under  the  symbol  of  a  Beast,  2' 
Pref^  xxxix.  But  undferthatofa  tcowiow,  ii.  240.  Th« 
Primitive  church,  ii.  13.  The  Apostate,  ii.  172,  200, 
49L  iTie  reformed,  ii.  409.  The  Bride,  or  repentant 
Jewisfi  church  in  union  with  the  general  ccmversioH^  iii. 
602y  636,  642.  Encomium  of  the  church  of  England,  iu 
395.  the  Chvrcm  of  Christ,  as  protesting  against  the 
Seasf,  is  also  represented  as  two  wif/msses  (which  see)— 
symbols  necessarily  vaiying  with  thie  altered  circumstances 
of  their  subject,  i.  186.  ii,  240,  521.  iii.  525. 

CiTt',.  T/ie  Holy  iu  9.     T^e  greai  li.  163,  191.    iii.  28. 

Claims  rnidPreten^ns-^lhovLgh  false,  are  the  objects  of  Pro* 
phecy,ii.  26,93,323.     {See  Horn.) 

CtAY-^miri/,  ^liaf?  ii.  358,  363,  368. 

CoELiBACY-popish,  1.  464.  ii.  363. 

Commandments  of  God,  mutilated  and  changed,  i.  252,  2te6: 
«.  276,  S32.^^Sacfaments  defiled,  ii.  97,  203,  291.-.per. 
verted  by  the  JeWs^  if  183. 

e^iimoYzmr  of  Sim^in  the  60th  Psalm,  Chrises  plea 
against  the  Jewish'apostetes,  iii.  22S,— against  the  Jn^ 
TiCHRigtiAXs,  ii.  346.--The  decision  of  ii,  ii.  132, 152, 
225,  559.^It  synchronises  wi A  the  Vials  and  Session  of, 
Judgment. 

Conversion- o/fAeJeu»-4mpossible  untU  the  time  fixed,  and 
known  only  unto  God,  1  Pref.  p.  iy.— iii.  191,  227,  603, 
.  eS&.--JOf  Papists  not  any  more  to  be  expected,  2  PreC 
x^i.  4^,  612,  616.-.0/>/i^  Gentiles  now  begun,  H. 
fret,  jdiii.— It  will  not  be  universal  and  complete,  though 
very  general,  iii,  309,  404,  519,  607.    The  conversim 
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iimfc/'CoNSTANTiNE  was  only,  a  little  help,  ii.  18,  34, 
65,— 4iut  a  Type  of  the  Millenniiim,  iii.406. 
Cdp  o/yiery,-M)ii  Israel,  i.  1G5.— ii.  19a— Oa  Antichrist*, 
ii.  62,  196,  538.— Of  incliantments,  li.  175, 196,  546. 
k     CRBED.-of  the  dark  times  of  Popery,  i.  290.— Za^iwify  of  Po- 
pish Priests  at  that  time,  ii.  204. 
CRoss-^bnse  of  that  symbol  to  idolatry,  iu  30  36, 274. 
Darkness— j>o/ifica/,  iL  85.— iii.  55,  76, 185,  inflicted  by 
divine  impulse,  by  a  catholic  power,  and  contrary  tojyoH- 
tied  expedience^  ii.  502. — 2  Pref.  xhin.-^udictal  of  the 

understanding,  ii.  52. — By  prejudice,  u  285.— iL  86,. iii 

119.     The  darkness  of  prophecy,  beneficial  to  the  £sdlh'>^ 
ful,  iii.  40,  83, 101, 107,  117,  189— 2  Pref.  iv. 
Date— of  the  beasts  wound,  iii.  71,  133, 140.-*Of  his  reeo- 
Teiy  and  establishment,  as  the  abominaiion  which  desolated 
the  church,— and  as  head  over  the  ten  horns  &€.  iii.  72,. 
139, — Date  of  the  period  1260,  and  its  co-relative  numbers 
iii.  72,  97,  251. — ^Of  the  flourishing  of  the  second  heast  iiL 
72, 140,  149,— for  his  end,  (See  Beast)     Date  of  the  Mo* 
kammedan  Gentiles,  ii.  8.-iii.  347.— Of  the  period  2300, 
.    iii.  47,  57,  68,— Of  the  second  opening  of  the  abyss,  iii. 
74. — ^Of  the  faU  of  the  Beast  of  the  sea,  and  the  succession 
•  of  the  Beast  of  the  last  times,  iii.  76,  144,  353,~2  Pref. 
xxxiv. 
David— only  in  a  figure  will  reign  over  the  Jews  in  Jerusalem 

restored,  iii.  523,529. 
Day  oy  THE  Lord,  i.  224,  343.  . 

'DBAn-^hefuture  staJte  o/-not  a  subject  of  prophecy,  iii.  367, 

484.— Visions   from  the,-are  symbolical  of  te^lutions 

^ about  to  ensue,  and  are  interspersed  as  a  guide  io  the 

adjustment  of  the  prophetical  chronology,  iii.  397,  406,. 

431,  435,  467.  (See  Hades.) 


iKDIdt  lit 

ly^ATU  of  the  witn€S9esis'^&  $tiU  future,  2  Preiaee  xrdi.^ 
i.  202.-iiL312.  A|^Iied  to  the  eonrerted  Jem,  ii«  124^ 
iii.  80, 
DscREE-^mpma/— has  been  providentially  the  means  of  &§*> 
Dalizing  both  ihejiundaiion  and  /all  of  the  dominaBcy  c^ 
Papal  Rome,^1u  me,  iix.  Y2, 140,^Its  fall,  iii.  76,98^ 
185. 
I>£CissiaK,  valley  of  ii.  131, 14d*. 

1>£LUSI0N,  strong— o/'fA^Jetr^.  i.  80,-4ii.  11^,  Idl,  218» 
2e7,~Of  the  PapUis,  i.  285, 301,-n.  53, 537^-2  Pref. 
vi.  Of  Modern  Fanatics,  ii.  401,  405,  iii.  551,  575» 
BenaentatioB  judicial,!.  342,  346,  ii.  190^  452,  542, 
2  Pref.  viii. 
I>Eyit8— the  ultimate  objects  of  alt  IdolatrIt,  i.  IM,  340, 

.  462,  ii.  256,— xa  diabolical  exposition  of  prophecy,  iu 
504^— a  papa)  commentary  still  more  diabolical,  i.  424.-— « 
Spirits  qfDemls,  or  papal  commentators  of  the  last  timesy 
ii,  114,  537,  iii.  283. 

Division  religious,  ii.  393, 401, 412.. 

DoGS^ mystical'^.  199,  342,  609,  6i7,  (See  PhSosophyj^ 

DaA60N«  political  ii.  14,  2  Pref.  rsvii. — >Spiritua],  i.  194, 
iii.  307,--4x)th  united  in  th^  symtwl,  iiL  134,  308. 

Earth,  theRomam  emptr^,-7falso  the  source  of  origin  to  the 
last  beast,  iii.  29, 92, 161, 172,(Compare  with  Sea,^Abyte) 

Earthquake,  ii.  155« 

End,  of  the  tror/J— figurative,  i.  38,  iii.  34,  ^0, — ^natural 
iii^  86,  439, 515,  544, 597, 634,-^lAe  Time  of  the  end,  ii« 
6,  iii.  32»  3&,  43,  45,  81,  85,-^it  does  not  synchronise 
with  the  end  of  the  1260  years  rdgn  of  the^ry^  Beast ^  iii«^ 
41, 45, 173, 5^,  254,  (See  Period,  Season) 

Ehpuie^  JRomoTt-^  principal  object^  of  prophecy  and  sascep« 
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tible  o{  many  diversiths,  ii,  ^3,  S19,  335,  43d«  527^ 
iii.  290,  647.    (See  Beast) 

Euphrates,  the  symbol  of  the  Turkish  Powers^  i.   162, 
ii.  102,  iiL  25,  240,,  (See  Kings) 

Exodus  second^-^f  Israel^   i.l54,  100,   103,  166,   174. 
iL  41.9,  482.    iii.  219.  (See  Kings.) 

Eyes— Me  symbol  of  episcopal  powerSy-^Hm  with  other  ad- 
ditions to  the  Little  Horn^  Is  the  occasion  of  the  re-* 
mark  of  his  diversity  from   other  Horns,  whicii  are 
simply  ^a»pom/ only,  ii.  267,  (See  Horn  little.  Symbol.) 

Faber  Rev.  Mr.— his  opinion  of  the  life  of  symbolical  Beasts, 
ii.  24.— and  of  the  continuation  of  the  last  head  in  Bvo^ 
JVJPARTE,  2  Pref.  xxxiv. 

FANATtcisM  of  Jews,  i.  70, 316.  ii.  274.  iii.  267.-Of  Papists' 
iii  279.-Methodists,  ii.  386,  390.  iii.  551,  575.-.Turis, 
ii.  396.-Qnakerg,  &c  ii.  405,  iii.  506,  578.-Infid^,  ii. 
543.  iii.  617. 

ViRiL-^rhysticdl senses  of  W  213.— iii.  382,— Miracle  of,  ii.  340, 
iii.  155,— applied  both  to  Christ  and  Antichrist,  iii,  160,— 
issues  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  Euphratean  Horsemen,  iii, 
*  275,— out  of  those  of  the  tuso  apocalyptic  prophets,  2 
Pref.  xxi.  ii.  345.  iii.  274,  294,-Voicanic  fire,  ii.  210, 
(SeeTophet,)  ''The  bumhig  flume;' xVu  ^1,  378,631, 
2  Pref.  xxvi. 

Frogs,  the  three  mystical-Ai.  Ill,  iii.  282,  330,  2  Pref. 
xxiii. 

Gentiles,  Mohammedan  i.  279,  ii.  9, 107,  (See  Euphrijt* 
tes)  papal  (See  Abomination) 

Haoes— the  common  receptacle  of  the  dead,  i.  416^  41£k 
iii.  482. 

HctL-the  place  of  torment,  i.  420,— Cor^jv^ivr  with— i. 
414,  293^ 

HsAyEK,«ymio/toa;i.42I.  ii.50,  491,  iu.  635,  New  Hea* 
s  tens,  iii.  531;  625. 


Harvest  undViNTACE,  ii.  47, 131,  222,   iii.  506. 

He  ADS  of  the  g^eat  Roman  Beast^were  only  seven  genuine 

ones,  ii.  25;     Crowned  heads,  the  significancy  of  ii.  23.^ 

Tlie  Sixth  was  imperial,  ii.  im,-^Itsfall,  iii.  71, 134, 140^ 

The  Seventh  government  of  short  duration,  and  not  "of  the 

•    seven"  but  a  foreign  tyranny,  ii.  25,— The  Eighth  govern- 

ment  was  the  Seventh  genuine  head,  ii.  26,  188^,— and  is 

now  also/<i/«Vn,  and  his  perdition  will  continue  to  the  time 

'    oftheend,  2Pref.  XXX.  (See  Breaker,  Scourge,)     Heads 

'    and  Horns  J,  the  symbolicsd  insignia  of  Rome  dominant,.u, 

14, 173,  321,— Aare  all  vanished  ii.  27, 2  Pref.  xxxv , 

and  their  place  is  supplied  by  symbols  expressive  of  her 
Fau  and  Pbkdition,  jii.  292, 299. 
HaRN,t-the  symbol  of  a  temporal  power  always,  whether 
crowned  pr  not,  2  Pref.  xxxix.  iii.  501,-by  th^  addition  of 
"  other  symbols  its  significancy  is  extended,  ii.  93.  287, 323, 
•^7%e  notable  horn  of  the  great  Empire  and  its  j^«r  suc-^ 
eessors  ii.  325— TAe  ten  Roman  horns  ii.  188,  iii.  141- 7%e 
Uttle  Horn,  ii.  322,  &c.  where  his  diversity/  from  simple 
horns  is  explained, — ^he  is  the  same  power  as  the  apoca-- 
lyptjc  Image  of  the  Beast  ii.  336.    His  prophetical  pedi- 
gree iii.  48,  is  the  Horn  of  Rome  itself  iii.  271,— Being 
now  revolutionized,  he  sustains  a  new  prophetical  character 
(See  Prophet  false)  iii.  327,  2  Pref.  xxxi.    As  Horn  of^ 
the  Capital,  and  by  the  superstition  of  the  times  owned  as 
Lord  oyer  all  the  other  Horns,  he  was  the  last  hea4>  and 
identified  with  the  whole  beast,  2  Pref.  xl. 
Idolatry  ofheathen  Rome  ii.  256,  332.    Of  Papal  i.  194, 
*250, 180, 276,  330,— is  prefigured  as  hdultery,  i.  250,  iii. 
526.  (See  Sorcery,  Blasphemy)    The  Rosary  of  the  Vir^ 
gin  ii.  207, 255,-^ffor«  J^af^c  Virginisll  181,-r-CQin'^ 
pend.  Psalterii  Mariani,  ii.  183,— Book  of  Rat^s  ii,  209j, 
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.    iii.  24p&c«  (Seie  End,  Periodj^^Nuniben  prophetical  iil. 
108. 

Obstinacy  of  the  Bestialiana  m  their  error,  2Pref.  viii. 
ii-  5?|,  76, 164,  (See  DeJwsion). 

Oracles^ — o/keatAenism  diabolical  i.  448,*f-are  chafleng«d 
in  sacred  prophecy  i.  447. 

OfiscuRiTT  of  Proph^(jy, — de^i  p^ed,  wi  iftdiipcns^te  i.  377, 
440,  (Se^  Darkness,) 

OpoACER — the  founder  of  the  seventh  govemmeat  of  Rome, 
iii.  71,  133, — was  "Capitis  Ficf,"  a  snppoeititioiis  hedd^ 
but  not  "  of  the  sevens''  2  Pref.  xxxv.  ii.  25.  (See  H^ads) 

f^KRDiTiON — pfjke  Beasi  ai^d  his  powers*-4o  be  continuafiy 
.  f^oing  on  uutil  i^e  "time  of  the  €»rf*'  iii,  370s— By  Mtf 
burning  Jlamey  (See  Scourge,  Sun)-^by  delusive  hopes 
of  rest,  i*  298, 361,  ii.  Sd/d^-^sanguiuarif  eivU  wars  and 
anarchy  a  predoQiinant  feature  of  that  time,  i,  344,  (See 
Blood,)  By  ,a  double  fall,  first  of  the  Beast  of  the  Sea,  of 
1260  years,  and  secondly  of  the  JBeo^f  of  ihe- Abyss,  mdi 
their  accompaniments,  or  by  the  Harvest  and  Vintage^, 
(See  Harvest.) 

F^RS£cuTioN — the  iasti'^^-^jit  the  coneluding  part  of  flie 
ivar  of  the  witnesses — Bp.  Jfewton^s  opinion  of  it,  i. 
.  191,— The  great  probability  of  his  idea,  i.  218,  370,  ii. 
124,  iii.  293,— do€5  not  end  with  the  period  1260,  but 
rather  begin  there  iiL  64,  (See  Testimony,) — Persecution 
is  retorted  upon  the  Beast  by  divine  judgment  ii.  69,  (See 
Seom*ge,  Harvest.)  ^ 
TzKioJis-^prophetiafl,  Cbronolooy  of  iii.  65, — ^Rationale 
of  iii.  47,  249, — ^Definition  of  iii.  36, — Strange  mis- 
conceptions of  iii.  188, — Cconpared  to  exfoliation  in  vege- 
table nature  iii.  180, — are  appropriated  only  to  a  few  se- 
lect events  iii.  46, 179, — The  period  1260,  is  not  the  end 


of  the  wanders,  \m  the  beginning:,  iii.  43,  53,  249, 253,- 
and  is  already  expired,  iii.  68,  72,  76,  97,  250, 122,  (See 
End.)  Is  the  Session  of  Judgment,  and  perdition,  iii.  371,- 
--^nd  time  of  the  thltd  woe,  2d  Pref*  xiii»  The  three  co* 
f^ative  periods  all  dated  from  one  time  and  erent,  iii.  47. 
The  period  2300,  cwncides  with  the  time  of  the  end,  or  the 
last  period,  and  not  with  the  No.  1260,  iii.  54, 58,  67. 
IPhilosophy  opposed  to  revelation,  i.  368,  376)  433. — ii. 

6G,543,-^(SeeDogs.) 
Pops-— <9  Papa,  Father,  ii.  ^58,  60,  268,  hss  undergone  a 
sytfihoUeal  metor-morphosis,  ii.  88,  (See  Prophet  fals^.) 
Gives  attestation  to  his  own  foil,  2d  Pref.  xxri* — ^ili.  288. 
The  possibility  that  he  matf  rise  again  to  considerable  state, 
i.  363.  (See  Prophet]  2d  Pref.  zxxvi, — ^is  attestedby  many 
catholic  writers,  L  240,  247,  250.*^^.  OO.^iii.  73^2ip- 
prop]j%tes  to  hiniself  the  pn^etical  marks,  iL  178, 180. 
The  magnificent  and  appropriate  imagery  of  the  Descent 
to  Hades,  only  truly  apptioible  to  the  Papal  Antichrist^ 
i.  416.  Pope  Joan,  i.  250  Mr  Alexander  Pc^e,  a  paA)dy  ^ 
on— *ii.  56. 
PoPBRT-^  complication  of  exploded  Hertsies,  ii«  435,-»a 
refuge  of  lies  unavailing,  i.  21©.  (See  Des.)  Any  further 
reformation  from  Popery  improbable,  iii.  612.    (See  Con-* 
version.)     Any  sort  of  luiion  i>r  compromise  with  it  threat- 
ened. (Seti  Warnings.)  Concession  impolitic  and  dangerous, 
I.  324*     Strange  infatuation  of  Buonaparte*s  attack  on 
'    popery,  ii.  l46,  502.-iil.  169,  .293.-.-2d.  Pref.  xlvii.  'A 
future  dominmcy  predicted  to  itj  i.  203,  363.-^i.  109, 
285. — ^2d.  Pref.  x.    The  scourging  and  fall  of  Popery,  i. 
— 397.--ii.  432.  (See  Scourge.-Perdition.)  will  not  efiect 
its  complete  extirpation,  iii.  614,  620,  623.    Its  state  ift 
the  Millennium,  iii.  199,  209, 520,  611,  646...ha§  been 


.  ^   tbe  chief  olMtade  to  fAe  amversum  of  tie  Jews^  \;2tl% 
857. 

pRATEft-^nr  ZK^fiT^'^'Hiot  mptieal,  iii.  A4&* 

Bainciples — hop9  symbolized,  ii.  28. 

JpifcopHEcY— ncflwre  of  u  376,  445.  TTie  witness  of  God  io 
.  our  times,  i.  379,  435.— iU«  195.-«double  sense  of,  i.  453. 
--ii.  M8.  (See  Oracles.)  The  Detil  a  bad  commehtator 
.  ii.  50^.-^the  Pope  a  worse  eodem,  i,  424.^Time  the  cor^ 
fector  of  both,  ii.  16.— iii,  160^  Obscurity  esseadal  to 
prophecy,  iil.  110,  &c.— 178,  476.  The  evidence  ofpnH 
phecy  sufficient,  but  not  irresistible,  iii  .200*  SymhoHcal 
Prophecy,  iti.  470, 523»  543.  Symbols  tnvariahle  in  their 
sense,  but  capable  of  intermixture,  recurrence,  &c»-  (See 
SymboL  Accuracy  of  St.  John  in  the  use  of  diem,  ii.  60, 
US.-iii:  48,  T5,  275,  320,  338,  341, 356, 400,  521, 684, 
Tlie  Apocalypse  a  prophecy  wholly 'figurative,  iil.  366, 
515. 

Providence— -omnipotence  and  wisdom  of  ii.  470, 510. 

Prophet— ;/a/!fe — ^is  one  of  the  three  chiefs  of  the  "Season 
and  Time,'^  and  a  characteristic  symbol  of  Rome  in  her 
state  of  PerrfmoM,  ii.  Ill,  &c.-iii.  80.  287,  327,  337,— 
his  origination,  ii.  89.^iii.  170,  253,  304,-probabiIity  of 
his  rise  to  considerable  dignity  again,  2d  Pref.  xxxvi,—ii: 
91,.4u.  65,  78,  292,  305,  327,— by  divine  impulse,  he 
' .  gives  attestation  to  his  own  Function*  (See  Pope.) 

PkomETs^two  opoca/yp/ic— (See  Witnesses.) 

PuXj^ms  prophetic  of  Popery,  i.  269,  271,-ii.  346,-iii.  222, 
228,  507,-of  Israel,  iii.  222,  228,  493,  &c. 

FeR6ATORY — doctrine  of^.  267,  287,— ii.  4^,^symbol  of 
1.292, 

RlFORMATiON/rom  Popery,  i.  234,— ii.  393,— symbols  ofj,i. 
275,-ii,  37, 51^  61^-ijl,  433.  Reformation  of  the  Cburek 
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|&^MSAVt-''4«&Qte$  tha  pftocM.;  of  true  dmstiaii^  H.  21^ 
Tte  wwwakt  ofisr^iet  i.  161^  ii.  475, 4W. 

23ft,  474,  Ui.  2j»^  384, 512,-4)^  &«  P^  dmrnttHm^f 
iL  10&,---%i9ic»rf<5QBateo*»to'«  o<»  **s  poittt,  2d.  Pref. 
x.-^it  yfnSl  be  a  v^ain  attempt,  ii.  236. 

tLmvmBMCTmn^^th  Mly^  in.  439^  dl^-^ected  by  tte 
Cte«j^e8»iii.  416j«>^4ouble  x^amrecUcm,  iiflit  taii|r)it  as 
aaail^de  of  faith,  iii,  442,— The  doctrine  of  Scripture 
against  it,  iii*  2l6, 426,— Aft  olgecttpn  of  Mede's  aiH 
sweved,  ni,  40$. 

RETRQapscT-«ire<ia«iit  vise  of  by  St  John,  in  t&e  (^poductingf 
of  b^  syoAoUGal  pn9be<^  iii.  515,^62&. 

Bc5iiK-<rf great  coaaequepce  iiK  propheiiy,  as  the  et^tor  qf  tU 
iofypeapiff  the  j^iical  i^gyp*  of  the  second  Ekodus, 
andlbe4BwrceQfthe.1fbQlete5tia/^ftf?n  &c.  i.  178,  ii. 
108, 227,  (See  EnqpiteO 

jSAXifTS-tJie  jeopte  of  Isfael  so  caOed,  as  Clod's  pecit^ifin,  iii. 
230, 492,  500,  604,— the  people  of  Christ,  iii.  491,— Mi- 
Jit^  confessbis,  i.  in,  WSt  iii.  274,  506,— Saints  of 
Popeiy  ii.  254, 280, 331,^361, 537,— Figurative  Saints  iii. 
389,— TAe  Khigdom  of  Saints^  not  the  mmediate,  bnt 
final  result  of  the  cwcBng  of  the  period  1260,  iiL  45,  175^ 
374,  (See^End^)  The  Saints  Musedwith  Christ,  a,douhl- 
f  111  evidence  of  a  double  tesurr^ctim  m.  480, 
ScABLET-flie  syiriioln>f  cruel^  and  persei^on,  ii>  177, 21& 
SEA-the  soiaceof  origination  to  the  first  beast,  is  not  to  be 
confoTUided  with  the  Abyss  as  is  maintained  by  Mr  /U- 
BJBiJ,  but  is  the  symbol  of  an  elevation  by  siqjerstitioli,  and 
Tolimtary  election  by  the  nations— the  wiBWS  deaoting  Ae 
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direct  conirjory  in  i)oth  the  instances  of  its  appKcation  By  iSt 

John,  ii.  i;2»  04, 177.  (See  Wateis,  Abyss,  Beast) 
SeasoK  Mid  TtMfi— the  two  prophietieal  periods  1290  aoid 

1335,  ending  in  the  3fLi,L£iViv/t7Jir,  ii.  529,  iii;  255, — ^is 

the  tim^  of  the  wonders,  subsequent  to  tbe  period  126D  and 

the  Indignation,  during  which  the  restoration  of  the  Jews 

is  suspend(fdf  and  dae  preparation  for  it  is  making,  iii,  173. 

(See  Period.)      • 
Session  of  Judgment,-«s3mchn>nisefi  with  tilte  ieasm  €cnd  time 
'    and  vials  of  perdition,  or  third  woe,  iii.  77, 185,^14,  321, 

374. 
SATA^-^is  binding,  wKat?  iii.  521,  620. 
Scourge  of  Popery,  i.  347,  &c.  361,  ii.  445,  490,   (Sec 

Brtoker.) 
ScRiPTunES  evangelical  in  both  part^,  i.  37S,— ^Contemptu- 

onsly  treated  by  PapisHs,  i.  170,' 210,  215,  293,  466,-^ 
'  By-Fanatics,  iii.  577,-^The  Scptuagint  difiers  from  die 

Hebi^W,  chiefly  in  computation  of  time,  i.  98,  209. 
Smoke  from  thegiorff  of  GW,  2d.  Pref.  iv.  ii.  52,  iii.  112, 

—from  the  Abyss,  iii.  324,  331,  350,— Of  PenKtion,  I. 

407,ii.43, 150,m.  603. 
SoRCERir-^fym6o/ica/-s-is  an  abuse  of  religion  ta  idolatiy,  i. 

246,  266,  287, 290,  ii.  96,  207,  in.  614.  (See  Command- 

ment3.  Idolatry.) 
STONE-symboUcal  ii.  437,445,  515,  iii.  18. 
SuccEssoR—theopinionof  J5p.  Nejttoj^ and  others,  "that 

the  Beast  of  the  Sea  should  have  no  successor  but  the' 

kingdom  of  Saints,"  (u.  530,)  is  a  mistake,  2d.  Pref.  xxiv. 

xtxiv. 
Sun— the  ordinary  sj^mbol  of  the  potters  of  government^  ii.  77, 
^      —a  singular  variation  from  the  common  use  of  this  symbol 
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ii.  1^,473,  498,— The  Sun  of  the  papal  govemiheni  dis* 
-     tlAgwtktd  from  the  Sun  of  the  bestial  empire  at  this  pe- 
>io<4ih  84,80,502,111.  172. 
Symbols— the  characters  of  the  prophetical  language  ii.  366. 

•  ill.  75,  388J  Contrariety  of  Symbols,  as  of  the  churcti 
represented  by  a  troiitan,--^nd  also  by  tw0  Prophets^  oc- 
easioned.by  contrary  circumstances  in  the  subject,  2d.  Pref. 
xxxix.  xliii.  ii.*   lOO.-ri^Eyes,  signify  episcopacy  iir  93,* 

«  287,  383.-^!r-Mouth^  a  Mminaling  supremacy  i.  260,— 
Tongue,  the  sacred  language  of  the  Beast,  i.. 200,. 290, 

•  11,168,.*— -Flesh  the  wealtli  and  political  power  of  the 
churcli,  iiv  167,— -Gold,  Silveis  Brass,  &c.  ii.  307,525,— 
Iron  and  Clay,  ii.  358,  364,— Fine  Linen,  ii.  173,  iii.  642. 

Synchronisms  of  Mede  not  all  perfect,  2d.  Piref.  xzyiij.*— 
Of  Mbhamedism  and  Popery,  ii.  8,  107,    Of  the  Beast 
and  Witnesses,  ik  10* 
Temple  o/^Jieruva/eni,  not  to  be  rebuilt,  iii.  558. 
Testimony— the  near  ending  of^is  the  chronologieal  matk  o[ 
•     tlie  Last  Beast  risings  iii.  31I,--^w  Twt  yet  ended,  tho* 
..     the  beast,  its  first  object,  is  fatten,  iit.  128,  254, 291,;  -(See 
'Witnesses,)  and  1260  years  were  equally  assigned  to  both 
the  beast  and  testjmony,  iii.  272, 289,  293, — Changes  its 
character  and  symbols  towards  the  end,  where  it  coincides; 
Vith  tl^  vials,  2d.  Pref.  xx.  iii.  274,  276,  279, 

*  The  remarkable  figure  of  a  nation  punished  in  this  manner,  by 
a  depravation  of  the  facalty  of  speech,  while  yet  the  organs  of  speech 
are  npt  totally  destroyed,  (i.  102,)  seems  to  confirm  this  interpretation. 
The  Latin  anciently  the  native  language  of  the  Bfast,  and  still  retain- 
ed by  him  in  hi^  sacred  offices,  thpngh  it  is  an  unknown  tongue  to  the 
people^  has  thus  consumed  away  in  his  mouth,  or  become  a  dead  Ian- 
|uage,  while  he  was  still  standing  upon  hit  feet.    Zech.  xiv.  12. 
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ttiiE^propierictJ  I  2BT»  iiit  lOD,  109,  25d»^Tiid«s  and 
Ltws  L  ae^irr-I'&iit  Tbnoii  i,  3^  97,  377,  iu  513,«*- 
^^TifMoftke  endy**  (See  Fsiiod.)»»i«t  4)»  Hdnr  H,  168» 
«.  IW,  142.. 

tHRONEs^^  ^  iqpetOeB^  iii*  SOO,  4ia,**^f  Pavid,  m.  512, 
d&2,^11iroQeofIiuqiiitfi  L  260,— J3e«^  Thrmm  iu, 
79,  58L 

Toi!^0$T5i.die  qfiabol  of  tbe  fioai  per£tioiL  of  iiojtri^  h  383, 

.    ~Allttd«sf^the«?ailofaeBfttd^ofAiiaagedi^ 
1i.  \49,  )61, 214, 528,  iii.  646. 

Oatofthe  Jeivs,u,283^ 
T|UJfiSTioH8-^f  Sioiiel^/Wm  thfi  Greek  to  the  IMim  Em^ 

jptre,  ii.  326,  liL  49,— from  tbe  fait  of  th^  ^feof  Roawu 

B€tt9tytx>&/dkmgd$m0fS0pit9tm.^9. 
TAUMPET-tkis  Seventh,  iii.  43,  56, 1^4,  e22yJUk  frcfc  xiii 

(See  Woes.)    .  . 
iriAi8-*^/»efiiirMiii  to  Ro^e^  il.  54,  iii.  75* 
VoscE^tlie  symbol  oi  pcemiipg  opi|iroii»  ii.  45,  ICO,  iii.  432. 
'     ~The  calSng  of  the  JeiRs,  Hi,  227,*r^ir  xeooofiMatioq, 

ia.  338,586, 6€2yf*-11ie  rasfnrectioii  <tf  the  W($mm^  I 


WAR-in  heaven,  ii.  19,w^l}ie  Wil^ees^  (See  Teeftnony.) 

WARNiNG-^^gainst  Px^ish  ana],  intolei^nt  and  fifersecQting 

invariably,  2d.  Pref.  viu.  i.  ^l,r-No  Ciiavge  of  Prin- 

ci^LES  ejffectedy  eve^i  by  t(ie  vials  of  perdition  ^.  174,  t 

«  Reformation  is  the  only  solid  gro^1ld  of  hope  tluit  the  biiternes; 
of  the  third  woe  is  pas^  and  the  VxAL»  of  PERDitioir  have  ceased  to 
be  poiired.  But  the  Beast  of  thje  Abyss  is  not  yet  extirpated,  add  the 
lopping  off  one  of  the  Hydras  heads,  seans  likely  only  tg  mulliply 
tho  specie^.    After  a  war  of  persecution  of  twenty  years,  t^nd  of.  ^pff^ 


ii^n^x 


iseA 


ntyr  ^s«,  i.  368,— no  se<*uHtJr  df  pembt  to  the  sedfc  irf  J^s« 
^iB»£,  i.  S^>~Awfirf  pi^etooiiiticttt)f  tliiecQiniAg  trials 
ii.  122.  2d.  ftef.  tM.— TIi^  good  old  prmdptes  flf  ont 
fathers  preferaMe  to  6w  nndisti!igidshi»g  lpIiflaAtlAf6py, 
ii}.S5S. 
WATERS-Tthe  syUtibpl  of  nations,  i.  74,— tlic  fiewt  rl«e^  out 
^Me  Sea^  and  erects  his  Catholic  tblfbne  upon  ^  umm 
Ml.  172, 106,  aas,— both  are  changed  into  blood,  &  68, 

*VriT»isssfis-.^n  eackcjoth  i.  1^,  it.  10.  iii.  ST^j-^Thmrmi.* 
racles  wrought  only  at  the  concluding  part  of  their  Z^sri* 
MONtI  2d.  IVef.  XX.  iii.  274,-T-Their  present  ccttHnuancie, 
after  the  biKiSf  of  theser,  and  hi«  1260  y^ars,  acconnted 
for,  iii.  ^?72,  {See  testimony, )-^Their  death  vi&oiit  burial 
ii.  126, 2d.  Pref.  xxvii.— Th^  are  pot  nietapbyncal  hut 
real  entities,  iii.  266,— The  Jews  witnesses  for^  God,  i, 
187,  iii.  279, 500,— Were  persecirted  by  the  BetBttt,  i*  »&, 
iii.  aSl,  424,.^They  will  yet  repair  ^  sctoidied  of  the 
Crois  by  a  ghnrious  testimony,  iii.  502,  (See  Jew»)  Ma»* 
ritime  \vitnesses,  2d.  IH»t  xfii.  ii.  4'79,5jM,  559,  iii.  294, 
r-Popish  witnessi^s^,  ii.  40,----LuTttBlB,  ii.  41,— -Holy 
Scriptores,  suffer  as  witnesses,  j.  198, 208,  ^e.^— l^e  €»• 
tho^c  haired  of  the  witnesses,  not  abated>  ai^hut  ill  con- 
.     sealed,  ii.  95,  iii.  175. 

^y  and  cbaracter  worthy  of  the  Abyss  for  thje  miseries  produced,  «ad 
|ihe  wickedness  displayed  in  it,  a  peace  which  establishes  the  old  prin* 
ciples  of  Tyranny,  Persecntion  and  Superstition,  in  their  worst  forms; 
which  sets  up  again  the  iM^isitiOR  and  the  PoPK  put  down  by 
BiroKAPARTB,  and  autiioriseg  the  Slave  Trade,  against  which  we 
have  been  successftiUy  prophesying  for  many  years^-offers  no  ver>- 
jfijftful  pledges  of  long  tr»n<}uil)il^, 
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VioZf^f'the  Suracensy-^T  Arabian  Abys^,— or  fiist  woe,  i« 

36, — Of  the  Ti]rks»<Nr  second  woeyQOW  past,  iii.  27^  124, 

2il.  Pref*  xiii.-*-Of  the  French  iterohition,  or  Gallic 

ABY89  or  thisd  woe,  ii«  §7,  442»  &34,  iii.  123,  254,  2d. 

.  Pref.  xvii. 

WoiiDER— popery  the  object  of,  at  a])  times,  i.  258,^^ Tia^  ef 
tfte  wonders  does  pot  end  with  the  }26Ct  years  of  tlie  Beast, 
but  only  then  begips.  (See  Period.) 
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Siortly  will  be  published  a  Tract  on  "THE  SEASON 
AND  TIME|"  as  they  coincide  with  the  pouring  of  the  tials 
of  per'dkion^  and  terminate  with  the  nranber  2300,  in  the 
restoration  of  the  Jews,  and  the  Millennium.  Amongst 
other  topics  of  discussion  relative  to  the  prophecies  of  this  time, 
vill  be  considered  the  ''New  Chronological  Demmstraiimof 
Antichrist y  having  arisen  posterior  to  the  reformation  in  the 
sixteenth  century ;"  with  other  paradoxical  proposititms  in  a 
recent  system  of  prophecy.  And  a  grammatical  and  chrono^ 
logical  tlieor^m  will  be  ojffefed,  in  vindication  of  the  ancient 
and  indefeasible  c/fl/Wo/'fA^J>o;>e  to  that  exalted  station  on 
the  prophetic  ground* 

The  Dilemmas  objected  by  an  ingenious  writer,  that— "ei- 
ther the  seventh  tnunpet  hath  not  sounded  yet,  or  if  it  has,  the 
death  of  the  witnesses  must  be  &«5r«iice;?£wf,  being  placed  un* 
der  the  sixth,-and  that  the  1260  years  cannot  yet  be  expired^ 
or  if  they  te,  that  the  Testimony  must  have  also  ceased,  al 
being  equally  limited  thereto,»'-^re  shewn  to  be  groimdless 
and  inconclusive.  A  comparison  of  several  of  the  visions  of 
Daniel  and  St.  John  proves  abundantly,  that  this  species  of  ob- 
scurity i>  of  the  essence  of  symbolical  propfu^y  ;  and  Ihat 
positive  data,  sufficient  for  the  demonstration  of  its  chrono- 
logy,  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  rapid  trmsitiom,  retrospects 
anticipations,  md  deigned  omissions  (in  suitable  places,)  of 
matters  tending  to  a  premature  or  over  elear  perspicuity  •  or  if 
they  can  be,  that  they  bear  with  their  whole  weight  in  the  op. 
posite  scale.  Consequently  that  no  argument  can  be  main- 
tamed  on  such  a  foundation,  against  a  cloud  of  testimony  and 
facts,  which  conspire  with  all  prophecy  to  establish  a  contrary 
Demonstratxok^  -  ^ 

S^nderland,2m.July,lSl4. 


SECTION    1. 

The  Sffeirent  apprehensions  of  the  freethinker 
and  the  fnan  of  religion  ^  on  the  present  revo^ 
lutionary  state  of  the  world. 


The  present  afflicted  and  degraded  condn 
tion  of  EuroJ)e,  and  the  visible  as  well  as 
secret  causes  ^hicK  have  \tdi  td  such  a  state* 
of  things,*  together  With  the  consequences 
likely  still  to  result  from  their'  contipiuc4 
operation,  j;>resent  a  subject:  of  rejection 
which  will  excite  various  emotions  and  ap- 
preheiidotts  in  the  minds  of  mankind.  We 
Ixhold,  within  iSie  period  of  a  rery  few  years, 
a  great  iihd  momentous  change  effected  by 
means  which  human  sagicity  had  not  fore^ 
seen,  nekher  perhaj^s  if  it  had  been  foreseen, 
couW  the  fury  of  thfe  hurricafair  haVe  beeh 
turned  jwide,  or  Its  desdladng  effectfs  j^eveilt- 
cd  by  any  efforts  of  merely  human  wisdom. 


3 

l^hat  balance  of  powei",  whidh  Cost  our 
fathers  so  much  blood  and  treasure  to  main-^ 
bda  upon  a  tolerable  equipoise^  is  now  thrown 
to  the  ground  and  broken  to  pieces,  alid  i 
monstrous  overgrown  empire  is  built  up  out 
oC  its  fragments  in  a  short  space  of  tlsM. 
We  now  hear  no  more  the  high  tone  of  a 
spirit  of  jealous  independence  amongst  the 
astonished  nations,  but  have  seen  them  ac« 
eepting  the  galling  iron  yoke  with  a  pusillani-* 
mous  servility  to. the  3tem  di<;tates  of.ttmr 
c6nlm<»i  master ;  and  even  thrustinjg;  ^ir 
own  necks  prematurely  iato>  the  collar,  like 
die  wretch  who  precipitated  himself  headlong 
into  the  abyas  from  the  apprehehsjlon  of  dying; 
Or  if  lipoh  Oixasioasome  have  i^iimed  it  from 
'  them  indignandy,  fortune  h^th  not  sq^Ued  up- 
on their  efforts  to  do  it  e^ectually^  bpt  as  the 
bullock  licking  at  tbe  pricks^  is  oeyerthdess 
do^ied  on  lo  his  inevitable  dmdgery,  ..the  de« 
grading  badge  of  slavery  :within  a  while  \m 
been  forced  on  the  neeks  of  the  indignant  in^ 
iurgents^  with  so  much  the  roi^^r  l|fm4  &r 
the  vigour  and  q^rit  of  the  unav^uAmg  resist^ 
knee.   ,. 


When  Jerii6d«m  W((9:he<iigid^kxHcb^ 
adheaautr,  theprqdiclJki^imiibrf^ 
ed  of  God  to  pradaidi  to  tint  devoted  dty,  the: 
xiMeMtj  ji»f fits  rabimj»io9tv  Uk  ikk^pngmhrn^.. 
This  {)pepbM  preached  to  st  d^aenice  peoj^^ 
r^pisntaiice  of  their  sins^  and  a  qiu^  acqui«» 
e^ceoce  iQ(.tfae  doom  wW^  tU^  wicl^edoesa 
had  be^  Ic^g  tr^mn^  i|p  for  them,  against 
Hm  ihy  ^f  f^riimtim  •  he  boldhjr  discharge 
his  dangprous  offieCy  and  in  the  n^me  of  God 
prohoimood  them  worthy  to  be  slaves,  and  he 
assured  them  that  they  would  bring  tipon 
tkeotf&lvps  a  tenfold  puni^bi^a^nt  by  any  at* 
tempt  at  resiscuiice  agsi^st  the*  scourge  which 
God  llim«#  ha4  (^^ged/witb  a  (^nunisnon 
a^ntt  thenii  afKi,  which;  co|}l4  not.  be  tur^ied 
back.  A'  man  might  ^vmX  be  tempted  t^. 
think  there  was  something  of  ^  similar  £italitjr; 
In  those  events  which  have  placed  the  world 
iaa  {ttu9|ian  so  grp^y  .(^tanged  apd  «brost 
^I|y  ijhanpng  r  ^J^lfms  9/tinfft,  vl*cb  wijl 
not  fee  put  oflf  by J3»cp^r  policy,,^  a  yoijf 
fabricated  by  theliapdiC^  desimy^^ju^  wiu$4i 
uisif  not  be  rcfoscd  by  ,tp/^c-  ^j^  4i^  wkkb 
k  if  Aenh '    W§  see  geyera^  OR^|»dq>en|e^i 


mmI  evmi  poWttftii  staticMs^  leci  ^ap&vst  in  6xie 
cfak^  Md  kiglotkiuily  ialfing  pTOiti^te  «t  die 
fedl  df  one  impcribtts  lAvAi  on  (He  tidk  die 
appeaxt  xsotidtig  c^  biiit  afi  unv^M  i^tt  cf 
dierffidst  ^ifonderffil  tttoe^ft^^  ond  a:re«}8d0s6 
powei^;  on  the  odief  oiAjiht  deflM&Aecoa^ 
sequences  of  a  iteakenidg  and  irufttete  0|^io- 
aidottt  which  is  sdB  paving  an  easier  way  ifor 
die  march  of  conquest,  and  the  entity  t^bjec- 
tion  of  the  fitde  that  yet  remalna  of  independ- 
ence in  the  world.  The  most  vigorinis  efforts 
CD  takeoff  the  frateiTiai  hug,  have  the  Mtw 
trary  effect  of  drawing  it  to  a  elosei^  embfeate^ 
and  the  moie^iedbnt  die  struggle  to  get  loose 
from  the  net  of  die  w9y  and  experienced 
gladiator,  the  mott  natricate  it  die  enom^B- 
ttient,  anddie  more  tenacious  die  hold  he|^ 
3^  every  throw* 

Hie  present  attetntpt  at  uiuversal  monvihy 
seems  tsoit  to  k»ve  succec^d  only  partislly^ 
hat  we  may  now  almost  «ay  endrely,  dbere 
seems  to  be  so  pisiiect  a  good  inidfigence 
l^eld  ^^ridi  ftMone,  whose  notonobs  inconstant 
cy  odier  iakAit^ijtn  h«ve  Aot  fovfnd  out 


the  are  to  fb^,  not  perhaps  Had  th^  bddMir 
to  'venture  upon  the  sdme  mnm  ^  xxm^' 
mafidifig>h«r  ht€k»i  1)1^  If  thejr  have  throwir 
afewimkf  hies^  tkiiy  have  m  cam  faeen |iay' 
seemed '*&)r  IB  disJutroui  a  ftretise.'  1%!^ 
power  acquired,  whedier- ty  arms  or  negoi^ 
dation,  feeemd  mord  md,  more  consolidated  bf^ 
the  lapse  of  time,  and:  U  v^idded  by  a  gcauos- 
in  utfxmgue  paratui^  md  dally  ftre1l|^cbe&^^ 
ed  an  well  as  enlm^cB,  by  die  same  ability^ 
which  kid  the  fouadati<m  oF  ib  Tlierd  faave^ 
never  yet  appeared  any  symptoms  of  an  ap^** 
proaehing  decline/  the  geneml  consequensr 
of  reta^aidoa  intihiced  by  a  edntempt  of"  fdr*' 
tiinei  nor  the  smallc*  fallhig  off  from  that 
origina!  and  wonderful  display  of  talents,'  and 
consequent  success^  whith  marked  its  eadiidstf 
stages.  '  '- 

But  what  conclusion  is  to  be  drawn  frdm^ 
diese  premises?  •  The  sincere  fnends  of  mwat 
ity  and  telxgion  wiircottlemplatc  with*  grief 
and  tfertor/  the  revbludoniry  phrcnzy  that 
has  gone  abroad  into  the  world,  the  pernicious 
influence  kii^  already  had  ttpqri  the  ralnds- 


md  morakof  the  pecfple,  aad  ujkm  the  io^ 
tai^ests  of  Tirtue  and  pi^»      It  has  givai  a 
free  scdpe  tathewOm  pasdbns  oi  depraved, 
human  nature^  inflaroed  tbe  laWleta  cufndi^jp 
of  unprincipled  nunds^  and  given  a.dkngexoud 
abode  to  the  principles  of  the  vf^  and  ua* 
steadfast  in  an  age  oi  grwt  cooloees  towanla 
fdigion,  through  the  previous  abounding  of 
imqtiity.     By  the  hope  ^  impupity  fb  the. 
most:  dbhonof able  ap[d  criminal  attempts,  if 
there  be  but  a  {:(robability  of  success,  (which 
too  comiEuonly  ^amps  upon  actions  a  name 
they  little  deserve,)  encouragement  hath  beei\ 
held  fcHth  to  bold  and  shameless  widcedness  ; 
while  un4er  t}ie  wings  of  the  pew  f^iloscpbyi 
and  with  the  ^d  of  the  ijew  nomenclature  it 
hwinrented  in  jnoials,  perfidy^  ingratitude^ 
and  evciy  vice  abhorrent  to  humanity  an4 
rectitude  of  heart,  have  not  only  found  shelter 
^p^in^plgence^  l^ut  ey^Q  bonoxB  »n4  reward. 
^J^lgf^tews  art  tbou^  0  Lord^  npJkn  I  pleatl 
with  th^^ytt  let  pe  talk  with  tbce  oftbyjudg^ 
mcntsl"  said  the  prophet  ^er^aniah,  (x^«  i.) 
^  Wherefore  doth  the  way  of  the  wicked  pros^ 
per  f    Where fhre  arf  all  theiy  hcfpy^  that  diai 


H}ery  tridcbtfdusljf  fbdubastpldnUdibiiii^yii 
Hbty  have  taken  root^  tbey  grow^  yea  ibey  bfing 
Jirtb  fruit.  Tbbu  aft  near  in  tbcir  moutb^  atlM 
/arfromibeir  reins:'  (ScePtolmbcxiil3.&tty 
Thus  will  the  weak  petulaiKe  and  impatience 
bf  even  good  men  be  teriipted  tometime*^  by 
the  lirifavoulrable  aspect  of  the  world  towat^ 
wh^  fitrikes  thfetn  as  tfie  intettstft  x^  vt^^i/my 
cdmott  kx>  quekion  the  vfisdom^and  goodhe^ 
the  pdwer  and  providtode  of  die  Supreoie 
Rider!  But  ^bey  consider  not  that. it  be^ 
aomes  tiot  mah^  imighificant  in  the  .scale  .of 
Bdi^  as  the  viiest  reptiTe  that  crawis  upoa 
the  earth,  if  compared  ^ith  hxnx  on  whom  h«i 
^its  i3$ju^[gnunt^ taattempt tbscan tl»e fdtfamni' 
less  ahysa  (^  God's  jin^meotft,  tit  to  iniiia&ttrQ 
witti  the  line,  of  human  ^reason  .the  itifiiiite 
mind  of  God.  .There  hate  been  occaaioaa 
whon  It  h^.pleastfd  *  God  to  g^ve  hi^  |>owtf 
incp  the  hands*  of  men  whieh  did  not  mibke. 
etdier  a  wise  or  \rirtuous  usfe  of  ir^  of '  wMdi 
^febucfaadnezjBar  him^  is  an  instance,;;  yec 
the  final,  result  ima  been  the  gmciom  enda^of 
proii4dence  ^eotually  answered,  by  those  'ttFho 
did  fi^  d€»l|p^em)  neither  were  constiou^ 


of  the  purpose  far  ^^hieh  they  wer«  raided  up. 

"  Q  L^d^  tbou  bast  ordained  them  for  judg^ 

W^t^O  n^gbtj  God^  tJu^  hast  established  tbcm 

fof^jiorrifctiqnr^  (Halxi^  rs^-P^almbo^vu  lo) 

-  :T[1iat  God'as  **  way/  were  unequaly^  was  the 
"^gh^txA  wd  erroneous  inference  which  the 
|»lfmiwii8g  l«i»dHe$  d(ew  /rom  oc!Ci|vrcAtes 
^  titis  oaiute*.  Biit  wtte  aitai  ^od  anhid^ 
snlliiu&ethejieedfulidloif^ii^  im^ 

inafecthm  of  their  view,  iuii4  duljr  cbnider 
how  very  few  are  the  links  pf  the  chaiti  cf 
pfovtdoxee  Adr  sight  b  aUe  to  tai»  in,  ^^^ 
<sTer  appeanoees  arp  iin&TQ|'id^  ai^  the  fior* 
fiiaet  of  ^  wwld  oopttinae  veej  |o9g  r^^ 
%xaSnxj  W  theijr  hopei  asid  pesseTerii^ty  mock 
(hdr  too  sanguine  expec^tions,  ^  F^rprch 
smtion  €9metb  mitb^r  fr(mitbe.$as^  Mr,fim 
|fe  ^sty  nor  from  the  sMtb.  BMJ&td  is  iJn 
pOgfS:  bt  puttttb  down,9ne  oMd  ieMtb^p 
0mAer^  forJss  the  hmd^t&e  JLtmdtbinis 
9-  n^^^mdtbe  wifnc  is  rat :  U  is  ^JtsUmxhat^ 
9mdM  ptmtth  9ut  tfsbe  sam :  ba  the  dr^Jt 
ihm^  <dl  the  m^k^  oftbe  earth  sbaUJwri^g 
tbem  <mt,  and  drmi  tbem:'    (Pialtn  twTt  Jt) 


Such  vi^l  Ik  the  a^^prdfeenaohs  bf  tKe  irelf- 
gibm  man,  that  thieve  "«^eriimg  irregiirarities 
for  which  we'  fihd  ■ -it  saffledme«''dtfficQlt:'t6 
account,  are  yet  uhdef  the  ecwidUct  of  the  tJi* 
Tine  pttrpose.  Bat  the  scfeptic,  orifhe  Cianttaiyi 
will  take  to  Mmseif  ftesh  confidence  -from  ft* 
occurrence 'cfsiidh  btets,  as  he  deim^thdtn^ 
In  thfe  rtidral  goYeftimeftt  of  the  Wdrtd.  '•'  He 
thrill  kugh  at  the  &ti\y  Sdloddfi  H^hidh'scAiiif 
reason  and  religion  have  to  ^ve  of -dlKih  g^gartk 
tic  difficulties  l  "  Wbere^  say  tbey^  is  the  prt^ 
mise  (yfbis  eoming  f ' Jbr shict  the  fmhm  felt 
asieip  tdi  things  c6nthtit£  &i  they  '&e!ftffoi» 
tbt begtnning of  tbectiatm.**  (aSWfci:,-^  4^7 
The  wodd  goe»  on  at  it*  old  r«ie^'tttfd  '«tltt 
continues  tinder  the'  ciaprieimis  ziBtpits-  c^  ther 
sam^  Wind  chance  8$  hetetofa«y  ^  '^M  ifciy 
arguffieflti  which;  i«ligk)rt  suggests  tft-Sujpprtt 
of  the  for^iowledge  and  power  <rf  the  <Su-- 
pfeme  ^ftxtler^  'ev^en  :dite  aretodidd  igaikist 
hd:  by  the  modem  steoflfiffi.  Hei  will- not  a*.. 
mit  of-.the  fiwrbe  ,of  GamaUel's  t<mma^-)i\»t 
If  theidicisdan  religion  bad>6t«fateik€<JM}aiiail: 
on  truth  and  upheld  by  divine  power,  it  must 

have  fallen  in  a  litfle  time  j  if  we  take  into 
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recount  the  perpetual  discussion  k  hath  uri^ 
dergone^  and  the  duration  and  extreme  se- 
verity of  the  persecutionr  it  hath  sustained* 
He  qmnot  perceive  .any  accomplishment  of 
prophecy,  or  eveij  of  the  pipmises  of  the 
founder  of  the  gospeli  m  either  the  rapid  pro-^ 
gress  of  chrisdianity  in  the  first  century,  or 
the  various  fortunes  of  the  church  in  the  ages 
intermedmtei  or  its  state  and  condition  at  the 
presentday. 

The  ingenuity  of  scepticism  has  Suggested 
five  m^tund  causes,  of  sufficient  force^  from 
whence  tp  recount  for  the  progress  that  the 
fslih  madQ  in  the  early  ages,  and  the  victory 
which,  after  a  long  struggle,  it  at  kst  obtain-^ 
cd  over  the  opposing  pow^s  of  paganism. 
These  causes  were  of  $uch  material  import- 
ance, jit  is  alledgedi*  to  any  system  of  religion 
Aat  might  have  offered  itself  to  anaiUghten-^ 
ed  age  as  an  improvement  upon  the  gross  ab^ 
Qtodides  of  vulgar  paganism,  that  there  was 
tio  need  of  that  high  degree  of.a  divine  influx 

«  Qibbon'8  DecU  and  7all«  vol.  J. 
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ence  wKich  is  thouglrt  to  Hare  accoiiijpahled  it,  . 
and  to  which  alone  its  success  has  befen  gener- 
:5dly  attributed.    The  evangelical  writers  them- 
selves were  certainly  of  a  different  opinion. 
They  hare  represented  it  as  aa  hazardous  and 
arduous  uiidertaJking  in  which  they  had  eihJ^ 
barked,  and  by  natural  means  alone  wholly 
hopeless  of  a  successful  Issue.      By  weakness 
they  had  to  combat  Strength,  and  wete  before^ 
hand  warned  that  they  had  to  engage  in  a  perr 
petual  conflict  with  the  powers  not  only  of 
Ae  visible,  but  also  of  the  invisible  world,  by 
**  turning  men  from  darkness  to  light  ^  and  from 
the  power  ofSatan^  unto  God.  For  we  wrestle 
not  against jlesh  and  Ih'od*^  (only),  says  the 
apostle,  "  but  against  principalities  and  pow- 
ers^ against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this 
worldy  against  spiritual  wickedness  In  high 
places^^    (Ephes.  vi.  I2.)     He  therefore  re- 
commends to  the  christians  to  put  on  a  sort 
of  armour,  and  mdcfe  use  pf  weapons,  very 
suitable  indeed  to  such  a  warfare,  but  quite  of 
another  sort  from  those  carnal  weapons  of  a* 
worldly  policy,  and  human  motives,  to  which 

C    2        ■  ^  -•    •    ' 


ifiiidek  would  ascribe  die  steadfastaess  and 
lieroic  virtue  of  the  fiist  believers. 

As  the  scepdc  thinks  there  was  little  need 
of  that  supernatural  aid^  and  exxx^diaaary 
ixmmiunlcation  of  divine  grace,  on  which  th;^ 
christians  appear  to  us  to  have  wholly  thrown 
themselves  for  their  support  in  their.  **^i^  of 
fdtbr  so  he  is  also  of  opinion  that  there  has 
been  in  £act»  as  little  room  to  boast  of  an  ex^ 
traordinary  protection,  or  even  of  such  as  they 
had  reason  to  expect^  upon  the  f^ith  of  thei( 
master's  promises^ 

Insinuations  have  been  thrown  out  that  the 
prophecies  of  his  messengers,  (as  far  as  rektes 
at  least  to  the  glorious  establishment  of  his 
kingdom),  have  wholly  failed ;  and  his  own 
repeated  assurances,  and  even  his  parting 
words,  have  not  been  made  good.  ^^  AU 
power  is  givfifi  unto  me  in  beavfn  and  in 
earthy — ^andio  !  I  am  with  you  cd'may^  even 
unto  the  end  of  the  wprW^  (Matt,  xxviil  i8.) 
Isaiah,  and  the  other  prophets,  have  given 
§uch  hyperbolical  descriptions  of  the  Messiah 
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and  his  kingdom,  as  there  never  has  been^  bi 
any  age  siha  the  time  of  Christ,  any  thing 
correaponding  to  them';  and  such  as  are  in«^ 
deed,  if  lite^Uy  taken,  akogethcr  an  outrage 
ofnatttcei,  and  incon$istdnt  with  die  present 
^te  of  maa  upon  earth.*  So  little  has  the 
religion  of  Jesus  to  ascribe  to  the  perpetual 
presence,  and  watchful  protection  over  it 
which  he  promised;  that  it  had  no  sooner 
emerged  out  of  the  calamities  which  threat*- 
cned  to  strangle  it  irj  its  birth,  and  the  per^ 
petual  hatred  of  jews  and  pagans  diat  pursued . 
it  in  its  earlier  periods,  than  it  had  adversaries 
jBtill  more  formidaWe,  as  their  enmity  was  less 
irisibk,  to  contend  with  **in  the  house  of  its 
frienck."  Saftan  transformed  into  an  atigel  of 
light,  and  countless  swarms  of  heresies,  the 
spawn  of  Jewish  and  heathen  philosophy^ 
falsely  :sq  called,  arid  engendered  within  its 
own  bowdis,  soon  corrupted  the  seed  sown 
4>y  the  good  hnshaiuimaii,  and  the  field  wa$ 
covered  wiUi  tares*  The  almost  univeiBally 
prevailing  her«y  of  Ariio,  that  blaadng  rtar 
galled  wormwood  ffdl  upon  die  waters  of 

^  Isaidi  xu  5.«rMkah  in        f  Ren  tiii^  11* 
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lijfc,  and  infused  into  them  the  bitterness  of 
death:  and  at  length,  the  arch  heretic,  the 
man  of  sin  himself  arose,  and  eclipsed  the 
light  and  heat  of  the  gospel  sun,  and  cast  his 
baleful  shade  over  the  whole  christian  world 
for  upwards  of  a  thousand  yearst 

Yet  all  this  is  not  sdll  sufficient  ground  of 
cavil,  to  give  the  freethinker  full  content*  It 
is  even  yet  further  matter  of  objection,  that 
the  altered  circumstances  of  the  chxistian  r^li^ 
gion  since  the  refofmadon,  and  the  great  and 
manifest  decline  of  popery  in  consequence 
thereof,  is  not  such  a  satisfacdon  as  he  expects^ 
He  does  not  behold  any  thing  in  the  present 
state  of  the  worlds  at  ^1  more  favorable  to  the 
high  pretensions  which  the  gospel  pleads,  to 
the  promisjed  enlargement,  ^^d  clear  vindka^ 
[don  of  its  truth,  which  is  to  stop  t&e  moudi 
of  eveiy  adversary.*  But  on  the  very  wn^ 
trary,  he  hails  with  secret  satis&cticm  the  glo- 
rious commencament  of  the  age  of  r6a$6n, 
and  considers  the  revoludonaiy  spirit  ths(t 
^  rides  in  the   whirlwind    and  directs  the 
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storm/'  as  a  happy   omen  ;   and   whatever 
l>ecoaies  of  morality  and  religion  in  the  con- 
flict of  the  political  elements,  as  auspicious 
nevertheless  to  philosophy.     He  sees  a  broad 
and  easy  way  caning  to  the  sons  of  reason, 
illuminated   and   encouraged   by  the   bright 
examples  before  them,  to  march  on  to  the 
ultimate  triumph  that  awaits  them  over  th^ 
falling  tyrianny  ^  of  superstition  ^  and  priest- 
craft:  and  that  though  the  experiment,  so 
long  called,  for,  has  been  brought  to  the  test^ 
and  failed ;  yet  it  will  be  tried  again,  and  the 
world  convinced  by  its  result j  that  no  reli^on 
but  that  of  natiu-e  is  necessary* 

And  ia  it  thus  that  expectation  stands  on 
tiptoe,  and  every  heart  beats  high  in  "/^^ 
armies  of  the  aliens  V^  Evil!  be  tbou  my 
good!  8ud  the  $hi^f  foe,  and  he  has  pursued 
it  to  his  own  bane^  while  the  final  result  will 
he  the  greater  manifestation  of  the  wisdon^ 
and  goodness  of  Ood*  Alas  1  in  a  state  of 
things  so  truly  ominous,  and  so  depressing, 
what  will  be  the  reflections  of  the  steadfast 
believer  ic^  Jesus  ?"     "  Let  God  be  trae^'  h§ 
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Will  say,  ^ and  every  man  a  liarr  (Rom.  iiL  4,) 
Let  the  chadren  of  (his  world  found  their  in- 
fidel reasoning  upon  what  basis  they  will^  the 
christian  "  batb  built  up  himself  in  bis  most  holy 
faitb^  and  estabStbed  it  **  (Col.  ii.  7,)  upon  a 
rock,  even  the  took  of  ages  j  agaJnst  which 
neither  the  force  of  the  tumukuary  move- 
tacnts  of  this  world,  nor  the  wiles  o£  ^  the 
gates  of  biir  shall  be  able  to  prevail.:    He 
has  wdl  considered  the  evidences  d[  divine 
ievelation^  and  finds  them  m£h  as  neither  the 
empty  ridicule  of  scoffers  can  shake,  nor.  rfie 
cool  argumentative  discussion  of  their  infidel 
philosophy  can  invalidate ;  but  his  faith,  like 
gold,  is  only  the  purer  for  passing  through 
rfie  fire.*      If  religion  hath  endured  a  long 
continued  oppression,  *•  and  wisdom  batb  cried 
without^  and  lift  up  her  voice  in  vain  in  the 
sireetsy^  he  refers  it  to  the  unsearchable  wis- 
dom of  Gbd,  and  enquires  for  no  other  reason 
of  his  mysterious  dispensations,  than  that  he 
is  pleased  to  ^ve,  "  many  shall  be  purified^ 
and  made  white^  and  tried^^    (Dan.  xiL  10.) 
fAnd  in  the  most  violent  concussions  of  poli- 

•  1  Peter^  i.  7* 
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tlcal  rage,  and  the  most  porteirtous  aspect  of 

the  affkirs  of  this  world,  he  still  discerns  the 

traces  which  the  finger  of  God  hath  made  in 

the  shifting  sand ;  he  relies  upon  his  provi^ 

dence  that  the  thunder  cloud  will  burst  there 

only,'  where  God  hath  given  it  a  commission 

to  destroy,  and  that  eventual  good  will  spring 

out  of  temporary  evil ;  "  therefore  will  he  not 

fcar^  though  the  earth  he  removed^  and  though 

the  mountains  be  carried  Into  the  midst  qf  the 

sea!^  (Psalm  xlvi.  2.) 

The  character  of  our  blessed  Lord,  and  the 
nature  of  the  religion  he  taught,  have  not  beeii 
duly  appreciated  or  not  understood,  by  the 
philosophers  of  the  opposite  party.  '*  'The 
carnal  man  percelveth  not  the  things  of  the 
spirit  ofGodl^  ^ays  the  apostle,  ^^for  they  are 
spiritually  discerned.^*  There  is  in  some  minds 
a  great  and  manifest  want  of  a  qualification  in- 
dispensably requisite  to  faith,  and  that  is  hu- 
mility. I  do  not  mean  a  spirit  of  fanaticism, 
but  a  becoming  deference  for  the  wisdom  of 
pthers,  and  a'  moderate  estimation  of  a  man's 

9wn^  the  want  of  the  former  is  the  source  a: 
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prqudice,  and  the  abfienoe  of  the  lai^o;:  shutf 
^  man  up  in  the  ^IfUI  tiUndness  of  selfr 
ppinion.     The  various  sects  o^  phiioj^her^ 
9mong8^  the  j^ws,  were  thus  shut  out  froo^ 
^e  benefit  of  that  great  "  light,  which  spine4 
iftJarkness^  and  the  darfyuss  comprehended  if 
mtJ^    So  true  is  that  of  the  apostle,  ^^  knoi»r 
hdgepuffeth  up^  bift  charity  ^'^^  (only  another 
word  for  humility)  ^  edifiefb.^^  The  concel?  of 
^eir  own  wisdom,  and  prejudice  against  tl^t 
which  fell  fix)m  the  lips  qf  Christ  to  tb^ir  peir 
petual  confusion,  had  so  hardened  their  hearts 
that  they  only  •*  derided  kiniy  yf\xXt  the  more 
teachable  minds  of  evei;^  public^s  and  sinners 
were  convinccjd.     Y^  thes^  learnejl  vo^n  vrzc^ 
\n  the  daily  h^blt  of  attendance  upon  the  syr 
nagogue,  and  tl^e  r^eading  and  expovndv;^  of" 
those  very  prophecies,  tp  which  ^\^  con^ 
stantly  mad^  hi^  appeal,  a^d  was  fulfilling 
them  daily  before  thdr  eyes.^    "^ese  meti 
ought  to  have  been  goqd  j.^<lgf^  of  the  strength 
and  consistency  of  th^.  evidence  thus  laid  be<* 
fore  them,  yet  nothing  can  be  more  evident 
^lan  the  prejudice  with  which  they  judged  of 
them^  and  the  falseness  of  th^  concli)sIon  t^^ 
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Jreject  them,  by  wliich  the  great  majority  of 
ihem  determined  to  abide.  And  if  they,  by 
then-  carnal  zhinds,  were  thus  misled  into  ad 
irror,  iiti  deciding  upbid  a  question  brought 
home  to  their  own  dobrs;  modem  unbe- 
lievers are  liable,  in  similar  circumstances,  to 
k  great  many  more  causes  of  misap{)rehension, 
removed  to  a  greater  distance  from  those  evi- 
dences which  others  ^  beard^  and  sawj  ani 
handled  of  the  word  of  lifel^  and  moreover, 
obstinately  removing  themselves  from  all  pds^ 
fflbility^f  cDiivittl6'n» 

Jesus  Christ  himself  was  a  sufferer  of  per* 
secution  which  he  had  not  deserved,  ^  a  man 
1^  sorrows  and  (famiUarly)  ^acquainted  with 
grief^  and  his  bitter  enemies  at  last  prevaileci 
against  Iiis  sacred  life.  JBut  all  this  was  fore- 
told in  propWy,  imd  Was  permitted  of  the 
iFather,  even  against  the  earnest  supplication 
which  he  thnce  repeated  in  the  most  agonizing 
V  distress  of  mind,  that  "  if  it  were  possible^  tbdt 
cup  might  pass  from  him.^^  It  must  therefore 
l>e  deemed  to  have  been  entirely  cBn^tedt 

With  the  c^e  the  Father  hud  for  his  beloved 
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fion,  "  /;/  whom  alone  be  was  well  pleasedl^ 
and  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  a  sinful  world 
for  his  sake.  It  was  our  Lord's  own  obserr 
Vation,  "  if  they  do  these  things  in  the  green 
tree^  what  shall  he,  done  in  the  dry  f  "—If  they 
have  called  the  master  of  the  house  Beelzebub, 
tjiey  will  give  still  worse  treatment  to  them 
of  his  household.  The  apostle  also  de? 
xiared,  "  the  time  is  come  that  judgment 
must  begin^  and  that  even  at  the  bouse  of 
Godr  (i  Pet  iv.  17.)  What  God  hath  fore- 
known and  ordained,  of  necessity  must  take 
place,  and  the  holy  and  the  just  must  occa- 
sionally fall,  by  calamities  they  hax:e  neither 
deserved  vsA  brought  upoa  themselves.  I'be 
affiictions  which  the  believers  in  Jesus  had  to 
combat,  with  long  and  severely  exercised  pa- 
tience,* were  therefore  no  proof  of  a  derelic-' 
tioh  of  their  cause,  either  from  a  want  of 
power,  or  a  coldness  of  affection  on  the  part 
of  their  Lord*  **  Known  unto  God  are  all  bis 
works  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation^  his 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways^  tior  his  thoughts  as 
mr  thougbtsi^—^hs,   secret  and  inscrutable 


laT^^T's  by  which.  Christ, goyeras  lus  kingdotdj 
caiiaot  be  judged  by  the  ordinary  and  inade- 
quate rule$  of  humaii  prudence,  neither  ought 
the  pride  of  philosophy  to  dictate  to  the  wisr 
ddm  of  God,  what  are  the  measures  best 
adapted  to  carry  his  secret  purpose  into  the 
fullest  effect,  "fo  the  bringing  of  many  sons 
unt4)  glory l^  and  thjit  praise  and  gratitude  ma^ 
redound  unto  Godt 

But  besides  thes^  general  Acknowledge*^ 
jnents,  4niwn  from  that  little  which  Go4 
has  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  us  of  his 
ways,  compared  with  our  own  observation  of 
his  wisdom  and  providence,  in  the  seasdnab^ 
protection  and  good  government  of  his  churcli 
and  kingdom,  that  such  a  final  result  is  confix 
dently  to  be  expected  ;  the  believer  dray^s 
different  conclusions  from  most,  or  all,  of 
those  things  which  the  infidel  considers  ag 
objectionable  in  the  christian  system.  Those 
difficulties^  which  he  display i  in  so  formidable 
a  light,  are  many  of  them  only  such  when 
viewed  through  the  misty  atmosphere  which 
a  strong  prejudice  has  thrqwn  ardund  them, 


£nd  whibh  pcrtxutis  not  any  objects  to  5e  seen 
In  cither  their  true  magnitude,  or  proper 
SBgure*     Whatever  there   is  of  insuperable 
inystety  in  religion  divinely  revealed,  efjtists 
J)rctty  nearly  the  sattie  in  tli^  boasted  religiorl 
of  nature,  and  the  origin  of  all  things,  and 
tfie  philosophy  or  ihan's  own  body  arid  mirid, 
bf  Mrhich  he  knoWs  almost  as  little  as  he  doe^ 
of  the  nature  of  God,  <5ffer  f^  inore  arid 
greater  difficulties  upon  the  be^  systems  that 
infidelity  has  cvcf  yet  brought  forward,  than 
in  that  of  divide  Revelation,  whieh  diey  were 
to  haviS  sfet  adde  as  untenable.    The  darker 
partb  df  ^velation,  like  the  spots  in  flic  suii, 
ari  placed  there  for  reasons  upon  which  the 
toiinsel  of  man  has  not  beeti  asked,  yet  un* 
Jiotxbtedly  they  are  good  ones;     TKese  ma- 
bilas,  in  both  instances;  may  be  as  "necessary 
iappctidages  tb  the  siii  of  nature  and  the  sun 
of  the  spiritual  heaven^,  a*s  rugged  mdunt^ns 
ahd  fiery  volcanos  arfe  uJ)on  the  earth,  whicii 
yet  the  atheist  has  found  fault  with  as  blunder^ 
in  the  workmanship  of  a  world,  supposed  td 
have  been  created  by  infinite  wisdorii  and 
power.    But  sound  philoto{ihy,  and  ^  dfeepet 
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i:e8earch  into  the  works  of  God,  his  vroxIs  of 

nature  and  works  of  grace,  and  the  wisdom 

aiid  goodness  discoverable  In  them  both^  will 

teach  us  a  better  lesson.     ^  0  the  depth  of  the 

riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knimdedge  of 

Qodl  how  unse(ircbabh  ate  bis  judgments^ 

and  bis  waj[s  pasi  fn/ding  out  I     Fgr  iabg 

hath  known  tb^  mnd  of  t,be  Lftrd^  of  wbq 

bath  biigi  fyis  cpunselhr  ?/-  (Roin«  %i.  35,) 

•*  The  secret  thingt  which  belong  unto  God^^ 

a^9  doubtless  comi^unicate^  to  uf  in  <Iiyine 

revelatiaa  so  hx^  as  is  requisite  to  jtrepare  us 

for  a. future  state,  an4  an  enlargem^hj;  of  out 

knowledge,  and  the  perfecting  of  our  saira- 

^on,  a^  Tf,  4?p^ds  upop  those  divine  mjsteriet. 

And  again,  tbief  2f,^  so.  far  k^  secrdt  eiifaer 

^  we  ar^  incapable,  in  our  present  ciicuou- 

^anQfs,  of  z^  i^tthfr  communicadon,  or  k 

yrould  he  prejudicial  tp  i^s,  and  be  m^^ie  usp 

pf  bj  the  enemy  of  God  ^nd  il^*Q  «  an  eoij 

ginc  for  our  4estnjctiQp,* 

?  There  appeass  to  be  syffioient  M^oo  for  the  latter  iu||^ 
pontiony  from  the  endless  and  useless  discusiioof  which  hatf 
^Tiien  in  all  times  u|)Ofi  mote  than  one  of  th^se  points,  to  tht 
^Itrust^ca^  of  sotfliy  apd,  oot  to  ediii«pti(»^ 
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HiQse  tremendous  revolutionary  tempests 
in  the  pdidcal  world,  which  have  at  differeat 
times  desolated  the  £drest  portions  of  the 
fsuth,  and  in  which  the  chcsen  people  of 
Cod,  and  that  holy  temple  wWch  was  con- 
structed under  his  own  immediate  directioix 
;fXid  blessing,  have  had  so  Urge  a  share  of 
suffering;  were  not  the  efiect  of  chance,  but 
Wete  divinely  permitted,  or  excited  at  the 
comdiand  of  GoA  The  ends  which  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  had  in  view  were  befor^and 
revealed  in  prophecy,  and  have  been  respect- 
hrdy  and  punctually  accomplished  by  fact 
Jtt  the  recu^nce  of  similar  contingencies,  the 
jegular  carrying  on  of  one  grand  and  contin*. 
ued  scheme  of  Providence  is  to  be  presumed 
^pon*  How  dark  soever,  or  unfavorabje  to 
fruth  and  righteousness  the  sepcct  ^of  things 
may  seem  for  a  sca^n,  yet  ^  light  shall  burst 
^wtb  from  obscurity^  and  righttousmtss  ax  tht 
noon  day^^  spring  up*  from  the  t?mp6rary  pre^ 
valence  of  error  and  wic^jiedness,  "  Ik  shall 
smifc  the'  earth  wUh  the  rod  qf  his  mouthy 
^and  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  shall,  he 
^lay  the  w/V^e:^  j;  *  WTheii  a  new  scene  wi^ 
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opeii  in  &Yor  of  religioii  and  its  Mend?. 

]\les8iah^8  kingdom^  or    ^*  the  mountain  of 

the  Lord^s  home  shall  he  established  uion 

the  tops  tf  the  mot^alnsj  and  all  nations 

shall  fiw9  in  to  i(^   in  the  last  days^^^ 

(Isaiah,  ii,  2.  &|C  Micah.  iy^  i^  &c  Ezekiet 

xviL  '94.)       ^  ^be   mountains   shall  britifg 

peace  fcf  the  people^  and  the  little  hills  by 

righteousness^    He  sbail  judge  the  poor.  ^ 

the  people^   he  shall  save  the  children  of 

the,  needyj    and  shall   brea^    in  pieces  the 

^ressorJ*    (Psalm  Ixxii.  3.)    ^.  Righteous^ 

ness  shall  he  the  girdle  nf  ius   loinsy  and 

faithfulness   the  girdle  ^  bis  reins ^      The 

wolf  alsq  shall  dwell  tpftb  the  kmb^  and 

the  le&pard  shall  lie  ^wn,  ^ith  the  kid; 

i^nd  the  calf  and  thf.  young  lion  and  the 

fatling  together  ^  and  a  Uttte  child  shall  hair 

^hem.      And  the  covf.  gnd  the  hear  ^hall 

fced^  their  young  ones  shall,  lie  down   to^ 

getber;  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like 

the  ox.      And  the  sucking  child  shall  play 

on  the  hole   of  the  asp^  and  the  weaned 

child  shall  put  his   hand  on  the  cockatrice 
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dff^  They  sbaU  not  hurt  nor  dtsfxoy  in 
all  my  holy  mountain^  for  th>  earth  shall  be 
full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  JLord^  as  tk 
paters  coyer  the  sea^^  (Isaiah  ^.,  4»-^) 


Section    IL 

Wbe  4^y  4f  tbe  tioNi  «  fropbettd  pbnue  ^ 
various  import— ^fwttold  by  our  Saviour-^ 
■explained/rod  the  propbecies,^-73fe  mcked- 
-  nets  And  miseries  of  ibe  Jiths  in  the  dafdf 
ibeii'  visitatt9n*^tme«aniplediha  tt^iij^mi 
bapt»  ;     ■  •  , 


Tflkik  are  certMft  particuldi:  jJiertdds  df  ^6 
chrlsdaii  fispiehsattoii,  f)t«nted  oiit  ftt  cfivih^- 
rcveladon  by  peciiW  signs  cf  tbd^etitfies,  as 
Mgnal  epbchas  of  Cfcrk's  admiriisita1i'c«i  of 
the  governttierit  of  lib'  chitffctr  &n<i  Mng&rii  j 
after  hift  asc^MOtt,  arid  atHicmticm^  tb  tfae 
believew  that  **  o///o<e>fr,  to  in  beaheh  and 
earth"  was  thendcforwardS  givett  into  tdi 
hands.  They  are  gpdeen  of  iiildi^  thii  ge- 
neral phrases  of  tiie  day  6f  t^rist-^e  comiii^ 

of  the  Ifird-^tht  d<ty  of  ihi  Zoj^d^— and  are 

E  % 


^8 

described  by  the  ancient  prophets  in  such 
magnificent  terms  of  a  terrific  grandeur,  that 
they  have  been  sometimes  understood  as  ap- 
plicable only  to  the  great  day  of  general  judg-- 
minify  when  ^  be  shall  sit  upon  the  throne  of 
bis  glory ^  and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all 
nathms^^  to  hear  and  receive  thdir  eterlasting 
doom« 

That  fivdy  desdiption  which  oitr  Saviour 
himsclf  has  given  in  the  twenty  foxBth  duqp^ 
ter  of  Matthew,  of  his  ^  coming  in  the  clouds 
tf  beaven^^  to  execute  upon  Jerusalem  **  the 
judgment  kvritten*^  in  their  prophets,  and  the 
sentence  of  eoadenmatioa  pronounced  by 
himself ,  is  of  this  sort;  and  cloathed  in  the 
same  sublime  imagery  axid  language  which 
die  prophets  had  made  use  oft  It  is iatrodu*^. 
cedjby  that  beautiful  24postrophe  to  the  devoted . 
dty,  which  he  delivered  with  the  tears  of 
compassion  streaming  from  his  eyes,  while  he 
beheld  in  prophetic  vision  the  dismal  realities; 
wluch  were  so  soon  to  follow^  and  make  good 
his  words*  ,  "  0  Jerusalem^  Jerusalem  !  thou 
that  iillest  the  prophets^  and,  st9nest  theni 


X^jhfcb  are  sent  unto  tbee^  bow  ofien  n»oul$ 

I  banjc  gathered  thy  children  together ^  even 

dfs    a  ben  gatberetb  her  chickens  under  ber 

ivingsj  and  ye  iiuou'ldnol !   Behold  (therefore) 

your  bouse  is  left  unto  you  desolate.     Te  shall 

not  see  me  henceforth^  till  ye  shall  say^  blessed 

is  he  that  Cometh  in  tht  nametf  the  Lord V^^^^ 

(Matt,  xxiii.  37.)     Our  Saviour,  as  the  king  of 

their  theocracy  and  the  God  of  Israel;  woul4 

often  have  gathered  them : — ^he  often  called^ 

but  they  would  dot  make  a  suitable  reply  td 

his  invitations;     Passages  to  this  effect  are  in«; 

numerable  in  the  prophets.     **  Hoti^  shall  I 

give  thee  Up^  Ephraim?  boiv  shall  I  deliver 

thee^  Israeli     How  shall  I  make  thee  as  Ad^ 

mab  ?  bow  shall  I  set  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine 

heart  fs  turned  ivitbin  m(^  my  repentings  are 

kindled  together i^  J  will  not  es^ecute  thefercc^ 

ness  of  mine  anger ^^  (Hosca  -^i.  8.)     That  is^ 

not  in  the  full  mtfaiiUre  that  their  wickedness 

had  de^rved :  for  flie  chapter  coricludesi  with 

a  firophegy  of  their  r^storaiiofiy  as  most  of 

God's,  threatenings  to  that  favored  people 

do.-^Even  in  this  ibe    hour   of  judgment ^ 

,  ipdwhil^  their  judg^  was  passing  the  Sen-i 
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Ifecice  upon  them  which  could  not  be  reiser- 
feed,  he  stilL  minglfeS  mercy  with  his  severity^ 
^ Tour  bouse^^  said  he,  is  about  to  be  <* le/} 
unto  you  dtsolate^^     In  a  short  Space  of  time 
iafter  my  departure^  that  desolation  of  your 
dty,  and  temple,  and  country,  foretold  in  the 
jprophets,  and  that  Indignation  which  is  to 
continue  for  many  centuries,  shall  come  upoa 
you ;  and  you  shall  see  no  more  cf  me  from 
that  timcj  as  your  Messias  and  Kmg,  "  until 
the  indignation  be  over  past^^  and  yott  shall 
nationally  return  to  me,  with  mourning  iand 
shame  for  your  ingratitude  and  unbelief,  and 
with  universal  acclamation^  ^*  say^  blessed  is  be, 
thai  comeib  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!-^^'^ 

*  BUiicd  bfc, '  ■  Thia  is  a  quotation  froni  Pgalm  cxviii.  26; 
Wliicb  I  therefore  conddet^  from  the  manner  in  which  the  quo« 
t&tion  is  applied  by  our  Lord^  as  well  aiET  from  the^  subject 
matter  of  it,  as  one.  of  tfiose  ditine  hymns  amfl^sidin  tie  ^hU 
oj prophecy  for  the  joydtts  occasion  of  the  reconeiUatioxv  Of  la- 
bel with  their  Messias  and  Eang  in  the  laUer  days*  This  seemi 
a  kind  of  proverbial  expression  appropriate  to  the  coming  of 
^esftias,  as  we  find  (Matt.  xxi.  9.)  the  multitade  that  accom- 
panied Jesus  ridisig  into  Jerusalem  as  th^  Messias  «f  die-  pm^ 
phets,  (Zech*  ix.  9.  Isaialk  l^ii«  11.)  wei^  ^ri^ely  moved. to 
cry  out  in  that  and  other  appropriate  expressions^  <<  HosMtma 
to  the  son  of  3avitl,  Blessed  is  he  that  tofAeth  in  the  name  of  the 
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Our  Lord  then  proceeds  to  deliver  aa  a^ 

count  of  \iis  Jiguratlve  advent  as  judge  an4 

avenger,  which  he  does  at  great  length,  and 

gives  such  signjij^  by  which  that  day  of  Christ 

should,  be  distinguished,  that  the  believer* 

might  he  upoa  their  guard,  and  ^cape-  frpin 

the  impending  destruption.    It  i«  evident  that 

the  final  and  ^fHfd  judgment  cannot   bo, 

the  purport  of  the  twenty  fourth  of  Mafc% 

thew,  in  any  other  than  a  figurative  and, 

secondary  sense,  and  as  the  wpes  which  tho 

i)»belii^ving  jeivs  brought  npon.  themssltes 

\j  their  wi^^^cdness,  are  ty0%e<4  of  tiie  etwoaj 

i^rpbation  of  the  wicked  at  the  last  dajt. 

The  whole  o%  his  prophecy  ^pon  this  occa^ 

sion,  was  to  be  punctually  accomplished  with*« 

in  a  few  years,     "  Verily  I  say  unh  you^,  tbk 

^^mration  shall  not  pass^\  says,  he,  "  until  all 

hotd^  Hbsanna  ki  the'  highest ^^^  (Psatm  cxviii.  45.)'  The 
6Gcib^  took  great  ^fT^ce  at  tUt,  and  wished  mixk  to  ailence 
sucK'an  igap;pijat  Ji^isa^^Hc^ioQ  of  scnt^ture^  bu^  he  t j;^d  thefl^ 
it  uraa  not  misapplied,,  but  put  iuto  their  inpuths  by  the  spirit 
of  God,  for  which  he  quoted  Psalm  viii.  2.  «*  Out  tfthe  mouthy 
of  Ma  andiucBngs  thou  hast  perfected  pralse^^'^t^nd:  lie  addcd'i^ 
that  *^  if  these  should  hM  their  peace/^  <in  snoh  an  o^oasipi^ 
"  tk  t^  4t(mes:  would,  cry  t^/,**  (Li\ke  xU.  iO^) 
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these  things  be  JUlfiUed'^  The  signs  which 
he  ^ves  to  the  disciples^  and  bids  them,  be 
careful  to  observe,  and  make  their  own  use 
c^  them,  shew  manifesdjr  that  a  temporal 
and  speedy  juc^ment  was  what  he  meant. 
^  When  ye  therefore  shall  see  the  abomination 
tfdestohtion  spoken  bf  by  BanUl  the  prophet^ 
stand  in  the  holy  place^  (whoso  reodeth  let 
Jkim  understand^)  then  let  them  which  be  in 
^udeafiee  into  the  mountains^^  (Matt^xxiv.  15.) 

**  ^e  s}gn  of  the  SoH  of  mm  in  beaven^^  and 
^  the  abomination  of  desolation^^  here  pointed 
out  by  out  blessed  Lord,  in  the  mysdcal 
phrase  of  Daniel,  is  further  expl^ned  by  the 
^count  St  Luke  gives  of  this  conversation ; 
«Ks  no  doubt)  Jesus  would  not  leave  in  an  am^ 
faiguous  uncertainty  the  real  meaning  of  a 
^sign,  which  it  so  much  behoved  th^  believers 
to  understand,  ^  When  ye  shall  see  yemm 
takm^^^^ompassed  about  with  armies^ — then 
know  that  tbf  desolation  thereqf  is  nigh. 
If  hen  let  them  which  are  in  Judea^  flee  to 
tie  mountains^  tind  let  them  which  ure  in 
^he  midst  of  itj  depart  ottt^  and  let  not  thew^ 
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'zobich  arc  in  the  ctmntrles  enter  thereinto.  For 
these  he  the  days  of  n)engeance^  that  all  things 
'zvhich  are  written  may  be  fulfilled.  ^Andye-^ 
r^usalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of  the;,  gentiles^ 

until  the  times  of  the  gkntiles  be  fulfilled%^ 

(Luke  xxi.  20.) 

The  sense  and   purport  of  our  Lord^s 
quotation   from   Daniel  is   to   be   found  in 
chapter  ix.  26*    "  And  after  threescore  and 
two  weeks  shall  Messiah  be  cut  3^  but  not 
for  himself  and  the  people  of  the  prince  that 
shall  come ^  shall  destroy  the  city  and  the  sanc^ 
tuary^  and  the  end  thereof  shall  be  with'  a 
^W."— This  alludes  to  the  food  of  barbari«« 
ans,   the  countless  swarms  of  saracens,  by 
which  the  •  oounttjr  was  overrun,  after  it  had 
bc6n  destroyed^  in  a  great  measure,  by  the 
rodians*     "  And  unto  the  end  of  the  war  deso* 
latiws  arc  determined.  -  For  the  overspreading 
of^  abominations  he  shall  make  it  desolate^  evtn 
until  the  consummatioUy  and  that  determined 
shall  beptcmredupon  ^  deXokte,^^  .(P^n/ix. 27.) 
The  tvati^  is  thAt  wJiich  the  uhhejieving  jews 
should  continue  to  wage  against  Christ  their 
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Messias.     This  prophecy  of  the  desolation   of 
Judea  has  been  so  well  fulfilled  by  the  occu- 
pation of  that  fine  country  by  the  saracens 
and  turks)  ^^  the  worst  of  the  heathen^   as 
they  are  stigmatized  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel, 
(vii.  24.)  that  infidel  writers  have  made  this 
a  fi:equent  occasion  of  their  scoffing  at  the 
holy  scriptures,  for  having  represented  this 
land  of  promise  as  the  glory  of  all  lands j  a 
landfotuing  with  milk  and  honey;  whereas 
from  the  tyranny  and  ignorance  of  the  turks^^ 
it  is  now  almost  a  barren  wilderness,  and  ae 
they  infer,  never  eould  have  been  capable  of 
supporting  the  immense  population  of  which 
the  scripttire  spedcs^ 

The  twelfth  chapter  of  Daniel  is  sdll  more 
to  the  purpose,  for  there  the  period  of  link 
allotted  for  the  indignation  upon  Ismd  to 
continue,  is  fiisced,  by  determined  dates  aSr 
signed  to  the  commencement  and  the  terminal 
tion  of  it  ^From  the  time  that  the  daify 
sacryice  shall  be  taken  ^tway^  and  the  atomic 
nation  that  mai4tb  desolate  set  up^  theft  shali 

*  See  Baron  de  Tott's  Memoirsi 
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he  a  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  days^^ 

^h,e&t  days  arq,  po  doubt,  to  be  computed  in 

tlie  usual  atile  aad  notation  of  prophecy,  that 

is^  a  daj  for  a  year.  (£zek»  iv.  6.)     But  as  a 

certain  degree  of  obscunty  is  essential  to  the 

nature  of  prophecy,  the  period  from  whence 

this  computation  is  to  be  made,  is  not  very 

generally   agreed  upon,  and  probably  will 

only  be  known  from  the  time  of  the  ending  c^ 

the  1 990  years. 

Bishop  Newton  is  of  opinion*  that  the 
setting  up  of  the  abominadon  of  desolatioi^ 
^8  to  be  condder^d  as  a  phrase  of  general  im^ 
party  and  which  may  be  applied  to  various 
events.     To  the  profanation  of  the  temple  by 
Antiochus,  when  he  set  up  the  image  of  Ju- 
piter Olympius  upon  the  altar  of  the   true 
God.— To  the  destruction  (^f  the  city  and  tem^ 
J>k  by  the  romans,  and  die  misery  and  deso« 
Istfion  of  the  country  that  ensued  j  tvbich  is 
our  Saviour's  application  of  it.      It  may  be 
appEed  to  the  building  of  a  temple  by  the  em-, 
peror  Adrian,  to  Jupiter  Capitolimis,  in  the 

.    *  Newton  on  tbe' Prophecies,  vol.  ii.  p.  213— <• 
F    ? 
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place  where  the  temple  of  Grod  had  stood; 
at  which  time  the  jews  were  banished  from 
Judea  by  the  most  severe  edicts.     Or  it  may 
be  applied  to  an  event  still  later,  •  the  moham- 
tnedans  invading  and  desolating  the  eastern 
chm-ches,  and  converting  them  into  mosques 
for  the  worship  of  the  wicked  and  false  pro- 
phet Mohammed,*  and  filling  Judea  and  Je- 
rusalem thenceforward  widi  their  antichristian 
superstition.    When  the  saracens,  the  bitterest 
enemies  both  to  the  Jewish  and  the  christian 
religion,  thu$  lil^e  a  jiood  overran  and  took 
possession  of  the  holy  land  and  the  church  of 
Christ,  then  was  both  the  literal  and  spiritual 
^y  Jerusalem  trodden  down  of  the  gentiles^^ 
and  "  the  abomination,  which  maketh  desolate.  *' 
vv:as  set  up, 

But  as  our  Saviour  meiitiqaed  the  abtmina^ 
tion  of  desolation  chiefly  with  a  view  to  afford 
tjhereby  a  remarkable  signal  to  his  disciples, 
and  a  warning  to  all  tte^  believers  to  flee  for 
their  lives,  from  the  calamities  impending 
qv^r  the  cityj  he  certainly  meant  by  that 

*  OrMaho^ietir 
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phrase  tbe ,  stantHards .  o£  the  roman  ata^y* 
They  w^e  prophetically  caXXtdi  an  .^htmuMd^ 
thny  Ijecause  that  terdi  *v^a&  'applied  to  wery. 
thing  coimected  with  iidolattry^  and  the  ttaod-^ 
ards  were  in  the  figUffe  ;of  aH  *aglei  and  r^ 
ceived  divine  honors  in  Xht  rom^n  catnpe,  aa 
a  sort  of  tutelary  deities  whieh  went  before 
thein  to  battle,  and  kd  the  %ay  to  victory- 
and  glory.  The  iinp<^rt  of  the  warnings  was 
this,  that  as  soon  as  they  should  observe  the 
roman  standards  planted  in  hostile  order,  upon 
holy  ground;  they^must  conclude  that  the  pre- 
dicted rtdn  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth  was 
then  near  at  hand*  ^     • 

The  CJhristians,  by  a  wonderful  act  of  Pro-» 
vidence  in  their  favor,  in  causing  the  romans 
to  decamp  without  any  visible  cause,  all  es- 
caped out  of  the  citj^,  SiVii  JJed  to  Fella  In  the 
mountains;  but  the  jews,  infatuated  to  their 
destruction,  crowded  in;  and  were  immedi^ 
ately  shut  up  by  the  sudden  return  of  the  ro- 
mans,*  and  perished  in  the  most  unparalleled 
kpiseries,. 

^  Matt,  icxiif,  2t* 
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.  That  our  Saviour  in  the  twenty  fourth 
dbapter  of  Matthew  is  describing  th^  siege  of 
Jtruiolcm^  aa4  not  the  great  day  of  general 
jiufgnKnf:^  deem^  probable^  from  the  import- 
ance- of  th9  subj$c$ ;  whidi  the  ancient  prop 
pbefflr^d.  rqpreaented  in  the  same  figurative 
t»ai>  that  Jesus  here  makes  use  oi^  as  the  end 
of  the  mosaic  world,  or  dispenaation :    the 
ruin  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth,  and  the 
commencement  of  a  mw  w^ld^  under  a 
new  covenant  ;^  but  fcom  socne  of  the  dr- 
cumstancea  which  bp  mentions,  this  is  more 
than  probable,  and  altogether  beyond  quea^ 
tion ;  although  a  figi^ative  allusion  to  tbc  end 

^  In.confonnity  with  this  idea,  the  new  testament  writen 
idso  speak  of  the  faU  of  jferusaUm  and  final  abolition  of  the 
temple  serriee^  and  the  sacrificef  offered  by  the  kw,  (which 
indeed  h^d  aU  ▼irttiallf  ceased  when  Christ  expired  upon  the 
cro6S,)  as  the  cad  of  the  world.  (1  Cpr,  x.  !!•)  ««  Us  vptm 
whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  ^©jw^  ,«^'— the  words  are  ri  rsA^ 
T«fir  tdtttit^Jkes  ^eeuloruM.  (Hcb.  ix,  26.)  «  Now  once^  m  the 
endtfOe  world  both  he  i^areds**—M  rvm)^  t*»  «iVw»— 
(n  cottsummaiume  eeeuhrmn*  And  they  refer  to  this  event  as  to 
the  day.  of  the  Lord.  (Phi%.  iv.  5.  Heb-  3^.  2&)  So  the 
christian  dispensation  is  continually  spoken  of,  both  in  the  pro- 
phets and  new  tesUment  writers,  a9  **the  last  ilme^^ ^*tbe 

last  d^s,*'  &c. 
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r?f  the  ii^wU  ititlf  may  be  at  xht  84m«  lime 
touched  under  it 

In  verse  the  twenty  eighth,  he  says,  ^*  Whre^ 

soever  the  carcase  is^  there  will  the  eagkr  be 

^gdtbered  together ^    Eagles  and  yulturts  were 

isaid  to  follow  the  march  of  armiii^)  IP  prey 

upon  the  bodies  of  iktt  ^lain.     Our  Lord,  int 

these  figurative  words,  comf^ares  td  a  dead 

carcass  the  great  body  of  the  Jewish  nation 

temaining  in  unbelief,  azid  of  whom  he  hiid 

said   that   ^^  they  should  die  in  their  siasJ* 

(John  viiL   44-)     They  had  rejected  theii? 

Messias  himself,  and  obliged  hb  apo^tle^  tO 

turn  from  them  to  the  gentiles^     They  werct 

cut  off  for  ever  horn  the  hope  of  Israel  by 

the  destrutticn  of  their  /(W//if,  and  the  utter 

abolition  of  all  thebr  distinguishing  sigm  ad 

the  peqple  of  God  j  shut  up  under  tj*  heavy 

wrath  and  lasting  Indlgnatioa  of  hayv)en^  in  a 

state  of  spiritual  as  well  as  polidcal  deaths 

and  become  the  destined  prey  of  the  romari 

espies* 
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'    tte  says  again,  (v*  34.)  ^^  Verily  I  say  unto 
you^  this  generation  shall  not  pass ^  till  all  t best 
things  be  fulfilled^     Or  as  the  same  conver- 
sation  Is  again  reported,   (Matt*  xvi/  i,y.) 
^  Itbe  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  the  glory  a/^ 
bis  Father^  with,  his  holy  angels^  and  then 
^ball  he  reward  every  man  according  to  bis 
works.     Verily  I  say  unto  you^  there  be  some  ^ 
standing  here^  which  shall  not  taste  of  death 
till  they  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  his  king-- 
iimJ^—i£  the  former  part  of  this  passage  al- 
ludes to  the  j^nal  retribution  at  the  last  day, 
yet  certainly  the.  first  sense  in  which  it  is  to 
be  understood  is,  his  coming  in  his  temporal 
judgments  to  reward  the  wicked  and  unbeliev- 
ing jews  according  to  their  .works.     For  he 
says,  tha!t  some  of  the  persons  then  present 
should  live  to  see  that  day  of  judgment  and 
retribution,  which  they  undoubtedly  might 
do,  because  it  came  to  pass  within  forty  years 
afterwards* 

In  Mark  ix.  i.  the  words  3tc^^^^  till  they 
have  seen  the  kingdom  of  God  come  withpow- 
m"      The  same  gospel  dispensation  which 
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our  Lord  in  Matthew  xvl  z^-^^  the  kingdom 
of  the  Son  of  tnan^^  he  here  ealls-  **  fbe  kingdom 
of  God^^-^t  is  the  adminlfetratibn  erf  the  king- 
dom of  God  the  Father,  tbmmitted  to  God 
the*  Son,   according  to  that  parage   of  the 
psaltnist,  which  our  Saviour,  in  proof  of  his    . 
own  divinity,  onpe  quoted  against  the  pharr- 
sees  J    ^  Sit  thou  on  my  right  ksndj  uritii  t 
make  thine  enemies  thyfintJitool^^  {V&lmcxii.) 
adding,  **  If  Da^id  then  called  him  Lotd^  how 
is  he  his  Sortf^^      He  says'  therefore,  that 
some  of  fib  ailditoh  should  //W  to  see  the 
full  establishment  of  the  gospel,  which  was\ 
then  in  its  infancy,  and  apparently  insignifi* 
cant' in' its  pretensions;  or,  according  to  his 
own  cbiitjparisbri,  like  a  gfditt  of  mustard  setdi' 
The  kingdom  df  beaVen  was  preached  firtt 
hy'John  the  baptist,  as  being  then  near  at 
haiid.    -Aiterw?u'cife  ■  by  the  seventy  disciples,  * ' 
and  at  length  published  anthorifativdy,  (and^ 
as' being  virtually  c^6iied)i  by  Jesus  himself; 
thbiigh  it"  was  not  actually  so  until- by  his  • 
dedtb'x!d6  gteat  atbrierftdii  ^ai'  iaiiade,"  and .  by 
his  resurrection^  atid'  eiskterilig:  in  through  the 
veil,  ^he  was  declared  to  be'  thi  Ssn  of  God 


42 

nvitb  /©to^r,"--^vca  "  to  save  them  io  the 
uttermost  that  should  comf  unto^  God  through 
bimy — f-r^  long  as  the  Jewish  temple  ^ind 
the  mosaic  ritual  and  sacri^ces  rqm^ed,  al- 
though they  were  pow  no  longer  of  any  avail 
in  a  religious  sense,  the  forbearance  of  Go(| 
held  open  the  door  of  repentance  to  the 
jews;  and  the  christians  were  reipindcd  of 
their  Lord's  prophecies,  and  taught  to  lool^  ' 
fprwards  to  the  accomplishment  of  them,  as 
the  full  and  public  establishment  of  their  re- 
ligion, or  the  kingdom  of  God  come  wtk 
ppwfr^ 

The  coming  of  Christ,  as  he  truly  declared^ 
was  "  not  to  destroy  the  law  and  the  prophets^ 
but  tpJnlJiV^  The  cerempnjal  law,  aiid  the. 
temple  service,  and  the  sacrifice  of  bensts^ 
were  as  the  scaffolding  set  up  for  the  erecting 
of  the  more  perfeqt  edifiqe  of  the  church  of 
Quist ;  and  the  necessary  removal  of  it,  "  i^ 
tbefultfess  oftime^^  i^ipHed  not  apy  destruc- 
tion, but  rather  a  perfecting  of  the  great  work 
of  God.  It  still  renciai^s  in  the  sacred  vcv 
lumc  a  wondexfiil.iu^d  Jbeauti£\d  evidence  pf 
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the  skill  and  uniformity  of  design,  disda- 
guishiable  in  every  part  of  that  vast  templt, 
which  is  of  capacity  sufiicient  to  receive  all 
nations^  znA^^  wbos^  builder  and  maker  is 
God.^^  Or  if  we  suppose  our  Lord  to  mean 
the  moiral  law,  we  find  him  upon  all  occa- 
sions adding  the  strongest  confirmation  to  it, 
and  by  rational  expositions,  which  appeal  to 
the  conscience  and  reason  of  men,  vindicating 
it  from  the  corrupt  abuses  and  false  interpre- 
tations of  the  scribes. 

The  riilserable  destruction  of  the  jews,  by 
the  heavy  vengeance  of  their  insulted  KLing  at 
the  great  day  of  bis  comings  to  which  he  al- 
ludes in  Matthew  xxiv,  was  therefore  no  con- 
tradiction, but  an  act  in  perfect  consistency 
with  his  character  as.  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and 
with  his  declaration  in  favor  of  the  law  and 
-  the  prophets.  If  he  *^  came  not  to  send  peace 
.  on  earthy  but  a  sword^^  and  "  miserably  to  dcr 
strpy  those  wicked  men^  and  burn  up  their 
city;^  the  whole  Wame  lies  upon  their  own 
perverseness,  which  obliged  him  in  that  m'an-^ 

ner  to  put  ^  final  p^od  to  the  mosaic  di^ 

o  2 
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pen$ation,  and  est^Ulsh  the  christian  -apon 
iht  very  same  ^foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets^  Jesui  Christ  himself  being  the  chief 
cornier  stonei^ 

i^iit  this  advent  ot  cotmng  rf  the  Lord^  al-^ 
diou^  it  :be  described  in  teems  whidh  seem 
to  imply  a  persomd  appearance  attended  by 
angels,  was  eiUiiely  jiguraiivs^  and  &Uy  ac- 
compli&bed  by  the  roman  armies ;  Titus  the 
femperor,  a  prince  who  for  ids  lingular  iio- 
manity  was  called  the  delight  of  humankind^ 
executed  (even  against  liis  will,  and  compell* 
ed  to  it  by  the  infuriated  rage  and  despair  hi 
the  jews,)  that  dreadful  vengeance  which  .God 
had  decreed,  and  no  repentanoe  on  their  part 
had  intervened  to  prevent^  or  npotigate  it. 
Titys  u$(^  his  utmost  endeavjouxB  to^iaare  tke 
glorious  fabric  of  dae  temple^  bittliLejnfiitua- 
ted  jews  themselves  destroyed  it,  an^  t^e  iso- 
man  soldiers  urged  oh  by  Sk  ^vtne  Impylee, 
were  regardLoss  of  the  i^msiaAds  qc  iQatrf»^ 
cf  ihdr  emperor,  and  cf^gm^ktcA  %X%  destruc- 
tion isL  his  very  presence:  mA  9&!X^viSk^  W 
the  cmtom  of  tl^e  wsom^  oajsQih^  partleq}^ 
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tK:cadibn9»  the  fouodaticmg  ^f  die  temple  miok 
turned  up  with  a  plough,  V9b\th  litGcaily  fi^ 
filled  our  Saviour's  words-^^"  Tberc  rboM  ml 
he  left  one  stone  upon  another^  V)htcb  shall  mt 
be  thrown  down^,  Aod  also  the  simiiar  pro* 
phecy  of  Micah,  lil  i%.^^FGf  ^ur  sakes 
^ion  shall  he  Roughed  as  ajUW^ 

The  signal  yeogeaiice  df  faeavai  pursued 

Ihat  ^fyr^tched  people  in  so  visible  ^  manned, 

land  i2vith  so  many  «biking  p]?oofs  of  a  diinne 

istterposition^  thi)CHigh  the  ^whole-course  of  tiili 

^tii^e,  in  favor  of  the  coma&s  wA  against  th^ 

jewa;  lh»t  even  that  vam  glorious  p^i^pte 

took  not,  aa  usiialy  the  glory  c^tbis  conquegt 

4io  diemsdves ;  but  acknowledged  that  s.  di*^ 

iJini  boMd  aipne  had^iOveithroWn  those  prodi« 

l^biis  .aa4  ioapi^gnabk  fisitificaidoiia.    AbA 

«he  jews  themselves,  .though  tibey  disputed 

^^  indb  of  ^vnd  with  .a  couoage  border^ 

log  upon  absolute  madness  and  desper^ctaoilf 

^ere  fully  convinced  of  the  s^me  truth. 

■  Not  otij^  kx  Jiidsa  itsetf,  ^mt.ia  &9ttf  other 
,<S*ugitry  ^wc  asy  jeWs  wcte  to  be  found,  the 


48 

St.  Paul  did  not  live  to  see  these  days  of 
vengea^nce..  But  in  the  persevering  infidelity 
and  increfi^ng  wickedness  of  the  jews,  he  sai^e 
ikit  foreboding  signs  of  their  aj^roach,  and  he 
pronounced,  '*  Wrath  is  cmie  upon  them  fa 
the  uttirmost''  (i  Tl^ess. ii.  i6.)  **  God  bath 
gin^en  tbem  the  spirit  of  slumber^  eyes  that  they 
sbouid  not  see^  and  ears  tbaf  they  should  not 

hear,  unta  this  day.''  (Rom.  xn  8.) .^Tfaeir 

condition  ever  since  those  fetal  days,  has  l>eea 
in  every  respect  such  as  Mpaes,  in  the  twenty 
eighth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy ,  had  foretold 
would  be  the^  case,  ^  if  they  refused  to  hear 
^haPprophet\  like  urao  htm,  nj^bom  God  would 
raise  up  unto  them  of  tbiir  hretbreri^^  TTbu: 
spiifirual  famine  now  came  upon  them,  ^  mt 
of  bread,  nor  a  thirst  for  'mater,  hut  ofbttsit^ 
if^  the  nmrdi  of  the  Lord.  And  they  sbaU 
wander  from  sea  fo  sea,^'-  continues  the  pro- 
phet, **  and  ftbm  the  north  e^en  to  the  edst, 
they  shall  run  to  and  fro,  to,  seek  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  and  shall  nQtfnditi'''{AmoByin,  1 1.) 

The  religion  of  the  modern  jews  although 
justly  pleading  its  divine   original,   can  no, 
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longer  exhibit  the  ancient  and  necessary  sealft 

of  its  authority. .    It  is  not  only  deprived  of 

its  essentials^  ati  altar  and  a  sacrifice^  but  what 

IS  of  more  imjportance  than  even  these,  it  is 

no   longer    entitled    to  the  influences  from 

above  which  it  formerly  enjoyed   v^hile   it 

was   still   looking   forward  to  Christ  yet  t9 

come;  ^nd  it  has  no  more  the  pow^  of  yield-^ 

ing  comfort  and  the  necessary  sustenance  to 

the  soul.     What   Christ   had  threatened  in 

Vain,  he  now  in  dreadful  reality  fulfilled. 

"  the  kingdom  ofbdaven^^  said  he,  "  sbaU  be 

taken  from  you^  andlgiven  to  a  tlation  ir inking 

forth  the  fruits  tbereof^^  and   ^  many  sbdll 

come  from  tbe  east  and  ivest^  ahd  sball  sit 

down  ivitb  Abrabamy  afkl  IsaAc^  and  Jacob^ 

in  tbe  kingdom  of  heaven  \  but  the  children  of 

the  kingdom  sball  be  cast  out  into  outer  dark*' 

ness*    There  sbaH  be  weeping  and  gnashing 

of  teetb.^^*      ■  A  repentance  like  that  of  the 

damned,  shut  up  unto  endless  despair.     For 

this  passage^  although  applied  by  our  Lord  to 

the  temporal  judgment  coming  upon    the 

*  MatU  xxi.  43..— viii»  11« 
H 


jews,  no  doubt  alludes  equally,  and  in^ 
greater  weight,  (in  as  much  as  eternal  pu^ 
nishment  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  tem- 
poral,) to  the  in£illible  excluaon  of  wicked 
christians  from  the  presence  ci  the  Lord^  at 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day* 

In  the  sixty  fifth  chapter  of  l62iiah  there  is 
a  very  striking  description  of  the  meknchoiy 
condition  of  Israel  in  their  state  of  rejection; 
a  prey  to  the  devouring  sword  without^  and 
to  spirittkd  farntte  within. — ^^  therefore  will 
I  number  you  tb  the  swbrd^  and  ye  shall  all 
bow  down  to  the  slatigbter :  because  when  I 
(your  Messias)  called^  ye  did  not  answer ^ 
when  I  spake  ye  did  not  bear  ;  but  did  evil  be- 
fore ndnfi  eycs^  and  e^d  cbuse  that  wherein  I 
delighted  iio/,"»(the  righteousness  by  the  law^ 
and  not  of  faith.)-^**  Therefore  thus  saitb  the 
Lord  Gody  behold^  my  ietvants^^  (the  convert- 
ed jews)  shall  eaty  but  ye  sbaU  be  hsaigry ; 
behold^  my  servants  shall  drink y  but  ye  shall  be 
thirsty ;  behold^  my  servants  shall  rejmcej  but 
ye  shall  be  ashamed;  behold^  my  servants  shall 
^i^i  for  joy  of  hearty  but  ye  shall  cry  for  sor^ 
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r^iLv  of  hearty  and  shall  bowl  for  vexation  of 
spirits  And  ye  shall  leave  your  name*''  (jews) 
^^  for  a  curse  unto  n^  chosen  :  for  the  Lord 
shall  slay  tbee^  and  call  his  str^ants  by  an-^. 
OTMEK  NAMEy^ — (Christians). 

Their  great  prophet  Moses,  in  that  wcwir 
der£ur  prophecy  contained  id  the  twenty 
eighdi  chapter  of  Dentecoaoiny,  had  forCi^ 
warned  them  of  these  disastrous  times  in 
very  similar  terms,  (v.  28.)  ^^The  Lord  sbidl 
smite  thee  with  madnes^y  and  blindness ^  and 
astonishment  of  hearty  and  thou  sbalt  grope  at 
noon  day^  as  the  hlitid  gropeth  in  darkness^^ 
(v.  37.)  ^^  And  thou  shalt  become  an  astomsih 
pientj  a  proverb^  and  a  bye  nvord-^  among  all 
nation^  whither  the  Lord  shall  lead  thee^^ 

♦  The  inspired  author  of  Psalm  riii.'  6.  and  Psalm  xliv. 
from  verse  9,  to  IS^  touches  this  mournful  subject  in  the  most 
beautiful  strains*  There  are  instances  upon  record  of  the 
iHn  J  fanaticism  and  crudtus  oi  the  jews,  which  almost  exceed 
belief)  and  shew  their  extreme  hatred  of  the  christian  name. 
They  suffered  many  times,  both  in  England  and  other  coun- 
tries for  the  charge  of  crucifying  children,  in  contempt  of  Christ; 
which,  if  true,  is  a  deplorable  proof  of  the  shocking  depravity 
H    2 
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(v.  46,)  **  And  these  curses  shall  he  upm^  tb^^ 
for  a  sign  and  for  a  wonder ^  and  upon  tby 
seed  for  ever^^  ■  The  sign  and  wonder 
should  be  perpetual,  even  after  the  cur&e 
should  have  bee^;i  removed^  The  jews  hav^ 
ever  been,  and  ever  will  be  considered  as 
a  woaderful  people.  Their  prtsperity^  while 
they  were  obe^nt,  was  very  wooderful,  and 
their  state  of  abandonment  and  rejection  ia  yet 
more  so,  if  we  contemplate  it  in  all  its  cir*- 
cum^ances;  but  the  circumstances  of  theii:. 
happy  restoration  in  the  last  days^  will  exceed 

both  of  heart  and  understanding  induced  upon  tliem  by  the 
curse.  The  hatred  they  were  held  in  every  where,  even  to 
a  proverbt  n»kes  such  an  accusatioa  doubtful*  Shakespear's 
cha^cter  of  Shylock  is  conformable  to  this  vulgar  prejudice 
against  thepa.  To  call  a  man  jew^  was  to  stigmatize  him  in 
a  manner  as  provoki^ng  as  possible.  It  was  a  proverb  as  no- 
torious as  that  of  the  romans,  **  ingrcUum  si  Sxeru,  omnia  Axeris,*^ 
Of  their  <^abolical  attempt  to  poison  all  the  waters  in  France, 
by  which  many  persons  died«  there  is  no  doubt.  See  Gifford^d 
History  of  France,  v.  i.  p.  572.  Hume^  Histoiy  of  England. 
Tlie  history  of  all  countries  is  full  of  the  massacres,  confisca- 
tions and  banishments  they  were  exposed  to,  in  the  dark  ages, 
from  the  universal  abhorrence  in  which  they  were  held,  for  the 
grand  crime  against  the  christian  name,  and  their  depravity  and 
cruelties  on  many  occasions,  but  too  well  authenticated* 


53 

all  former  wonders,  by  which  that  ancient 
apd  holy  people  have  been  held  up  asiviU 
nessts  for  God  and  the  truth  of  revelation,  to 
aJi  age$  of  the  world* 

lathe  forty  ninth  verse  of  the  same  chap^; 
ter,  Moses  points  out  the  rom^s  as  the  in-, 
strument  of  their  punishment,  by  the  a^U^ 
which  was  their  stand vd,  2^nd  by  theit^ercit 
ness^crueby^  ^rA  great  strengthy  the  conManti 
characteristic  marks  of. the  romans,  whenever, 
they  are  rqentioncd  in  the  prophecies*     **  Tbt 
Lord  shall  bring  a  nation  against  thee  from 
far  J  from  the  end  of  the  earth ;  as  swift  as  the 
eagle  flieth.     A  nation  whose  tongue  thou  shall 
not  understand^  a  nation  of  fierce  countenance^^ 
(or  as  it  is inthe  margin)  ^* strong  offace^  of 
a  strong  impenetrable  front.     Another  charac- 
teristic of  the  romans,  who  likewise  in  regard 
tp  their  remote  situation  ixpm  Judea,  might  be 
described  (in  the  stile  of  prophecy)  ad  coming 

^^from  far^  from  the  end  of  the  earth^^   »  

1*  7hey  shall  not  regard  the  person  of  the  old^^ 
^ot  sbewfavQrto  the  young!''  (v.  63*)  ^^And 
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if  ibali  come  to  pas s^  that  as  the  Lord  rejoicett' 
over  you  to  do  you  goody  and  to  multiply  youy 
so  the  Lord  will  rejoice  over  you  to  destroy 
youy  and  to  bring  ytui  ttk  not^^.  And  ye 
^ball  he  plt^cked  off  from  the  land  whither  thou 
goest  to  possess  it.  And  the  Lord  sbaU  scat-. 
ttr  thee  among  all  peophy  from  the  qne  end  of 
ifie  earthy  even  unto  (he  other ;  and  there  tboa 
sbali  serve  other  godsy  which  neither  tbouy 
mr  thy  fathers  have  inowny  even  wood  and 
stone.^  And  among  these  nations  shalt  thou 
find  no  easey  neither  shall  tht  sole  of  thy  foot 
^avc  rest}  but  the  Lord  shall  give  thee  a 

*  This  appears  mojcc  reaxarkable  than  any  other  part  of 
this  prophecy,  as  it  fixes  the  persecution  of  the  jews,  to  com^^ 
pel  them  to  image  worship,  to  a  period  of  time  subsequent  to 
their  last  Sspermn  and  cafthvhy  by  the  romans,  Qodt  rf  'aifo^d 
and  stone  they  had  ktiown  too  well,  and  had  been  at  all  times 
notoriously  addicted  to  the  worship  of  them,  until  they  were 
recoTered  out  of  this  infatuation  by  their  captivity  at  Baby- 
lon. That  fint  captivity  cannot  therefore  deserve  thk  cha^ 
radtfoHc  m&ri.  For  there  were  but  two  or  three  wealc; 
«»  attempts  ntade  by  their  enemies  to  put  a  force  upon  their  con- 
sciences in  regard  to  religion  at  Babylon,  &c.  which  did  not 
succeed.  But  their  sufferings  on  this  account  in  most  popish 
^Quntries,  and  the  frequent  feigned  converftofts  of  jeyrs,  tot 


irenibiing  hearty  andfailln'gofeyei^  arid  soif^ 
row  cfmind^^^^ 

The  unhappy  jews  will  not  become  <56n* 
Verts  to  Christianity  itself,  but  by  a  degeneracy 
suitable  to  their  depravity  in  all  othferrespectsi 
they  are  forced  to  feigii  conversion  to  poperjri 
and  worship  the  images  of  gods  unknown  to 
'purer  times.     With  so  much  truth  and  -jus- 
tice did  bur  blessed  Lord  reproach  their  fathers 
with  their  unbelief  of  Moses,  when  they  plead- 
ed against  him  the  words  of  that  great  prophet* 
*'  If  y^  ^^^  helieved  Moses ^  ye  would  have  be^ 
Ueved  the^for  be  spake  oftne^^ 

Of  the  total  overthrow  and  extinction  of 
their  religious  and  civil  polity  by  the  power 

^6cape  the  dreadful  grijie  of  the  Inquisition^  are  notoriou^ 
known.'— By  thid  singular  and  previaiuiy  unknown  species  of 
idolatry-y  to  which  they  ihould  in  remote  timeSf  and  far  ^anl 
cfitmhiu  be  compel}^  to  submit,,  the  prophet  must  mean  the 
same  Hrangegod  whieh  Daniel  describes*  ^  worshipped  in^  the 
bosom  of  a  church  calhng  itself  chrittian.  (Daniel  xi«  39.) 
See  Philo's  embassy,  in  Josephus,  L  18,  c.  11.  Leslie's  short 
method  with  the  Jewv,  p.  59.  folio  edition.  ^ 
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t>t  the  romans,  there  is  a  beautiful  prdjJhetic 
description  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Jercmiah* 
^  I  beheld  the  earthy  and  lo  I  it  was  without 
form  and  void}  and  the  heavens^  and  they  bad 
no  light.  I  beheld  the  mountainsy  and  lo  !  they 
trembled^  and  all  the  hills  moved  lightly.  I 
beheld^  and  lo  !  there  was  no  man^  and  all  the 
birds  of  the  heavens  were  fied.  J  beheld^  and 
lo !  the  fruitful  place  was  a  wilderness^  and 
all  the  cities  thereof  were  broken  down^  at  the 
presence  of  the  Lord^  and  by  his  fierce  anger* 
For  thus  hath  the  Lord  said^^^-^The  whole  land 
shall  be  desolate  i^-yet  will  I  not  make  a  full 
endl" — It  had  been  declared  by  our  Saviouri 
that  the  heavy  and  collected  wrath  of  heaven 
should  ^  come  upon  that  generations^  for  the 
sins  of  their  fathers  as  well  as  for  their  own, 
by  which  they  were  then  about  to  overchaige 
the  full  meature  of  iniquity.  And  God  had 
sent  the  same  ill  tidings  of  their  approach* 
ing  abandonment,  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
whose  hard  fortune  it  was  to  be  a  messenger 
of  ill  news,  to  his  great  regret,  and  at  the 

♦  Yh?  Lord  Jesus  Ctristr- 
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eminent  peril  of  his  life*  "  This  is  a  nation 
that  obeyetb  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord^  their 
God^  nor  rectivttb  correction :  truth  is  perish^ 
td^  and  is  cut  off  from  their  mouth.  Cut  off 
ibine  hair^  0  Jerusalem^  and  cast  it  away^ 
and  take  up  a  lamentation  in  high  places^  for 
the  Lord  hath  rejected  and  forsaken  the 

GENERATION  OF  HIS  WRATH.^^    (Jet.  vJ.  29.) 

The  hard  hearted  and  malicious  jews  fol* 
lowed  the  meek  and  unreseating  Jesiis  to  the 
place  of  execution,  with  reproaches  and  in* 
suits,  although  his  innocence  of  any  thing 
worthy  of  death  had  been  publicly  proclaim- 
ed from  the  bench  by  his  judge.  And  as  if 
even  his  hlood  could  not  satiate  their  venge- 
ance, they  reviled  him  in  his  expiring  ago- 
nies upon  the  cross.  The  female  part  of  that 
turbulent  people,  seem  indeed  to  have  been 
touched  with  a  more  becoming  sense  of  his 
undeserved  and  cruel  fate,  and  Jesus  returned 
the  compassion  which  they  shewed  for  him 
by  their  unavailing  tears,  with  as  great  a  com- 
passion on  his  part  for  the  afflictions  they 
were  shortly  to  be  exposed  to.     "  Daughters 
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of  Jerusalem^  said  be^  weep  not  for  me^  hut 
weep  for  yourselves^  and  for  your  children : 
for  behold  J  the  days  are  comings  in  the  ivbich 
they  shall  say^  blessed  are  the  barren ^  and  the 
wombs  that  ne^er  bare^  and  the  paps  ^wbzch 
never  gave  suck.     Then  shall  they  begin  to 
say  to  the  mountains^  fall  on  us ;  and  to  the 
bills ^  cover  us.     For  if  they  do  these  things 
in  the  green  tree^  what  shall  be  done  in  the 
dryV^ — ^if  ^^  innocent  must  upon  occasion 
be  partaker's  of  affliction,  what  have  not  the 
guilty  and  impenitent  to  expect  ?  ■   ^  (Luke 
xxiiL  28i) 

In  St.  Matthew  (xxiv.)  we  fitid  Jesus  de- 
scribing that  fatal  period  as  a  time  6f  6r£AT 
TRIBULATION,  ^^  sucb  as  was  not  since  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  thattime^^  and  such 
as  never  should  be  again,  for  the  intenseness  of 
the  heat  of  the  divine  wrath^  and  the  acalmu- 
lation  of  human  miseries.  But  by  the  special 
providence  of  God,  and  the  judicial  Jn/atua^ 
tion  of  the  jews^  in  destroying  their  own 
resources,  and  drawing  their  swords  agdnst 

'  *  Qttem  DetiB  vult  perdcre,  priu^  dementst^ 
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each  other  with  greater  fory  than  the.romans 
Mrithout  their  walls  did  against  both  the  con- 
tending fections  within;  those  days  of  ven- 
geance were  shortened.     Partly,  as[  our  Lord 
says,  ^^  for  the  elect's  sake^^  the  chri^ans  so 
called,  in  contradistinction  to  the  unbelieving 
jews,  or  reprobate.     (For  sometimes  amongst 
the  gentiles  they  were  confounded  with  the 
jews,  and  indiscriminately  partook  of  the  ge- 
neral odium  which  fell  upon  that  nation:) 
and  partly,  for  the  sake  of  the  elect,  or  rem- 
nant of  Israel,  which  God  would  have  to  be 
preserved,  for  his  owq  mysterious  purpose  in 
the  latter  days^ 

The  prophet  Zephaniah  speaks  of  this 
dreadful  time,  in  terms  very  similar  to  those 
of  our  Lord,  The  great  day  of  the  Lord  is 
near^  it  is  near  and  bastenetb  greatly^  even 
the  voice  of  the  day  of  the  Lord.  The  mighty 
man^  shall  cry  there  bitterly''  Gre^t  indeed 
must  that  distress  be  which  shall  force  the 
steeled  heart  of  the  hardy  veteran  to  express 
his  feeling  of  it  in  unavailing  wpmapush^ 
.<:Dmplaints,     Yet  Josephus  relates,   that  the 

I  2 
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mingled  horror  and  grief  of  the  sddicrs  was 
really  such,  when  they  found  ^^  the  delicate 
womanl'  as  Moses  had  foretold,  (Deut*  xxvui. 
56,  57—)  reduced  by  famine,  to  sustain  life 
a  few  hours  longer  by  eating  her  own  child. 
^*  T^hat  day  U  a  day  of  wrath ^  a  day  of  trouble 
and  distress^  a  day  of  nvasteness  and  desolj- 
TiONj  a  day  of  darkness  and  gloominess^  a  day 
of  clouds  and  ibid  darkness. — ^f  day  of  the 
trumpet  and  alarm  against  the  fenced  cifiex, 
and  against  the  high  towers.  And  I  will 
bring  distress  upon  men^  that  ihey  shall  walk 
like  blind  men^  because  they  have  sinned  against 
the  Lord:  and  their  blood  shall  be  poured  out 
like  dusty  and  their  Jlesb  as  the  dung^^^  (Zeph, 
i.  14.) 

But  though  a  punishment  of  that  wicked 
nation  imparalleled  in  the  severity  of  it,  was 

*  The  history  of  Joiephus  »  the  best  commentary  on  these 
^prophecies.  Besides  the  enemy  without  the  wallst  cml  war^ 
^nd famine 9  and  festikoce  raged  within^  and  the  empty  houses 
were  filled  with  the  bodies  of  the  dead>  and  shut  up/  Those 
which  fied  out  by  night  to  the  romansi  were  rift  up  oTtve  by 
the  soldierst  from  an  idea  that  they  had  swallowed  great  quan^ 
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the  real  purport  of  that  mystieal  expression--* 
"  then  shall  they  sec  fhe  sign  of  the  Son  of  mem 
coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven^' — yet  it  was 
still  determined  in  the  counsel  and  foreknow- 
ledge of  God,  that  ^*  a  remnant  should  be  ja-^ 
ved.^^     The  promises  to  Abraharti  and  David 
had  in  part  indeed  been  fulfilled  by  the  actuM 
coming  of  Christ  in  the  flesh.     But  a  shade 
of  gloom  and  obscurity  seemed  to  have  been 
cast  upon  God's  faithfulness  and  truth,  by  the 
low  and  contemptible  condition  of  the  Son  of 
David  in  the  world,  the  ignominy  of  the 
cross  at  his  death,  and  his  rejection  by  his 
own  nation.     It  was  also  a  considerable  ad- 
dition to  the  infidel  plea  of  a  failure  in  the 
divine  promises,  that  shortly  after  this  calami- 
tous event  to  the  family  of  David,  the  whole 
Jewish  nation  were  cast  off  from  the  presence 
and  mercy  of  God,  apparently  for  ever;. and 
yiixh  a  peculiarity  of  their  misfortune  which 

titles  of  gold ;  and  the  prisoners  taken,  were  crucified  in  such 
numbers,  (to  strike  a  terror  into  the  besieged),  that  wW could 
no  longer  be  found  for  crosses,  nor  space  to  set  them  up  tipon. 
It  is  conjputed  that  tKere  perished  in  this  War  alone  1,4(X)«000 
jews.  See  Amos  v.  IS,  20  Joel  i.  xv.  and  ii,  1,  !2,-31*  M^U 
]^bi  iii.  \i%  and  ir.  1.  Ezekiel  vij*  2t» 
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tiam,  that  iii  his  seed  all  riatlorts  should  be 
blessed,  have  as  yet.  been  accomplished  in 
their  full  extent ^  by  the  invisible  reign  of 
C3irist  in  heaven  over  \m  church;  which 
contains  but  a  small  numbet  of  christiansi 
compared  with  the  great  majority  of  man- 
kind that  yet  remain  without^  and  a  small 
portion  of  true  christians,  amongst  the  mass 
of  men  generally  so  denominated.  In  the 
eighty  ninth  Psalm  God  says  of  David,  "  My 
faithfulness  and  my  mercy  shall  be  with  hiniy 
and  in  my  name  shall  bis  horn  be  exalted^^  dzc* 
Then  comes  an  intimation  of  a  reverse  of  the 
fortunes  of  his  family, — "  But  if  his  children 
forsake  my  law^  i5?c*  I  will  visit  their  trans- 
gression with  the  rod.-^Nevertbeless  my  loving 
kindness  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him^  nor 
sujfcr  my  faithfuUicts  to  fail.  Once  have  I 
SWORN  by  my  holiness^  that  I  will  not  lie  unto 
David.  His  seed  shall  endure  for  every  and 
his  throne  (be  perpetual)  as  the  sun  before 
me:''' 

*  See  the  mournfuj  account  of  their  rejection  wbich  imme- 
diately follows,  and  therefore  must  be  understood  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  these  promises,  now  at  least  lying  dormant. 
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The  seventy  second  Psalm,  iq  which  urn-' 
*%>ersaHty  ofdaminion  and  eternity  xfbis  tbrcne^ 
IS  attributed  to  Christ  in  the  highest  deg^ree, 
may  1>e  understood  in  a  ^uitual  sense  of  the 
■gospel  state  in  its  utmost  advancement^  to 
which  we  still  look  forward  {  hut  a  great 
iiiuiiy  of  the  prophetic  promises  of  tlus  nar 
ture,  which  God  has  given  in  favor  of  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  c^piQt  be  interpreted,  in 
any  other  than  a  literal  sense.  ^  Thus  saitb 
the  Lord^  If  my  tMenitut:  be  mt  mtb  t>Ar  and 
NIGH  r,  affd  if  I  have  not  a^ii^ed  tbe  or^U^ 
nances  of  bedven  and  eartb^  then  will  I  east 
away  the  seed  of  Jacpb^  dnd  D^md  p^  ser-- 
vant.  For  I  will  eatise  tbeir  ca^ipity.  ta 
return^  (Jer.  xxxiti.  ao,,  &C(»)  .  They  may 
be  brought  to  a  very  low  state  atid  a  smali 
R£MNANT,  but  can  never  be  wholly  exter^ 
minated;  the  promise^  and  even  the  oath  oS. 
God  stands  recorded  to  the  contrary.  The 
attachtnent  is  still  as  strong  is  ever  which  the 
jews<  shew  to  thdr  ancictit  institutes!  although 
scarcely  the  shadow  of  them  is  left^  since*  the 
abolition  of  the  temple  service;  Ai^d  though 
they  have  been  driven  sometimes  to  tbe  va^;^ 
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t>f  deqpaif y  sttch  protnifted  as  thard  hate  still 
kept  alive  their  hope,  **  even  against  l^p^l^ 
of  still  seeing  Messias  cMie  as  their  ,jdeliverer, 
"  Zion  saidy  the  Lord  both  formken  tne^  and 
my  Lord  bath  forgotten  me  !  Can  a  woman 
forget  her  sucking  child^  that  she  should  not 
have  compassion  upon  the  son  of  her  womb  ? 
^-^yea^  they  may  forget^  yet  wilt  not  I  forget 
tbeeT  (Isaiah  Klix.  14.) 

St  Paul,  alluding  to  isdah^s  and  Our  Lord's 
jprophedes  of  the  olMtiiiafi]|r  and  unbelief  of  the 
jews,  sajSi  ^  Blindness  itt  part  bath  happened 
nfri<i  Israel^  (according  to  the  prophedea)  urn- 
til  the  Fuinfjsss  OF  rnA  gentilMs  he  come  in^ 
and  so  (then)  all  Uriael  sb(dl  be  sai>ed^  as  it  is 
^written^  (Isaiah  fix*  20.)  ^  ftherc  shall  come 
out  of  Zion  the  Deliverer^  and  shall  turn 
away  ungodliness  fr^riff.  Jacob.  For  this  ss 
tny  covenant  unto  tbem^  tifhen  I  shall  take 
away  their  sins^  (Rofti,  xi.  25.)  By  St* 
Paul's  application  erf*  this  prophecy  to  a  pe- 
riod long  after  Christy  and  qOitc  iMe  iri  th* 
latter  days^  it  is  evident  that  the  incarnatiort 
or  first  coming  of  ottr  Lord,  was  ttot  the  sda 
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object  of  xbksj  and  other  simile  passagi 
the  proph<5ts  j   although  it  was  in  part  uii^ 
doubtedly  a  fulfilment  of  them*     The  con- 
version of  the  jews,  and  the  putting  away 
the   sin   of  their  Jong   continited   rcbellioa 
against  their  Messias  and  King,  is  the  der 
dared  object  of  it.     And  this  is  not  to  take 
place  till  the  fulness  ef  tbe  gentiles  be  first 
come  in.      This  ii^  further  c^ccd  by-thc 
apostle's  own  comment  upon  ther  passage. 
"  As  concerning  the  gfispel^  (rejected  b^  th^m) 
they  are  enemies  far  ytmr  sokes  ^^  (that  an  over-r 
ture  of  grace  might  be  ofllered  to  you  gentiles,) 
^  Bitias  touching  the  election  (of  them  in  Abi> 
ham,)  they  are  (still)  belgwdfor  the  Fathers 
Salter 
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SECTION   iir. 

The  blindness  ^  the:  Jews. -^Uf.  tciuses^-^. 
^  Its  pumsbmmt  by  a  spiritaaf  imprisonment^ 
.    '^Tbeif  state  since  Chris f  a  standing  mi-; 

raclem^^Cbrist  will  yet  become  their  glory^ 

as,  now  ha  is  their  reproa<ih^ 


The, fate  of  the  people  of  Israel  hath  beem 
very  singular  and  wonderful,  which  is  th<e 
reason  of  those  uncommon  epithets  applied 
to  them  in  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Iraiah. 
— -**  A  people  scattered  and  peeled^  a  peopkt 
terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto^  a  nation 
meted  otft  and  trodden  underfoot^  whose  land 
the  rivers  have  spoiled^^  This  people  has 
been  scattered  in  all  comitries,  and  their  land 
overflowed  and  spoiled,  by  floods  of  saracens 
and  turks,  the  most  barbarous  of  the  gentiles^ 
^hose  appointed  tims  of.  treading  down  ycru^. 
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salem^  appears  now  to  have  been  very  nearly 
fulfilled.     Chosen  in  Abraham,  to  be  "  God'p 
efecty^ — ^a  peculiar  people^  formed  for  him^ 
sclf^^"^  witnesses  for  Gody  to  all  ages  of  man- 
kind, and  the  depositaries,  (for  the  main  part 
faithful  ones)  of  the  treasures  of  divine  reve- 
lation and  of  the  common  hope  of  salvation; 
they  enjoyed  the  distinguished  honor,  for 
many  centuries,  of  God's  immediate  and  visi- 
ble residence  amongst  them,  in  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  temple  of  Sdlomon.    Yet  all  this  evi- 
dence  notwithstanding,  "  they  gave  no  ere-- 
dcnce  to  his  word^^  and  their  infidelity  and 
frequent  lapses  into  the  fashionable  idolatries, 
drew  upon  them  the  just  anger  of  God,  and 
at  length,  the  terrible  scourge  of  the  bab^'lo- 
n jan  captivity.     Here,  at  leisure  they  reflect- 
ed upon  their  folly,  and  the  justice  of  their 
punishment;  and   were   cured,  even  in  the 
midst  of  ^^the  land  of  graven  images^^  of 
theii:  former  proneness  to  idolatry.     Yet  they 
seem  soon  after  their  retiirn,  to  have  fallen 
|nto  an  infidelity  of  another  species ;  the  sads, 

t  Isaiah  xKiK  21^ 
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whither  ibey  shall  be  carried  captiiks.  And 
they  shall  loath  themselves  for  Jhe  evils  which 
they  have  committed  in  all  their  abomttoHonss 
land  they  shall  (then)  know  that  I  am  the 
ijbrd^  and  that  I  havm  not  s4iD  in  s^ain  that 
I  would  do  this  evil  unto  thent^  (Ezek;  vL  8.) 

It  is  the  gteat  fallacy  wherewith  the  se* 
ducer  80  commonly  succeeds  in  decdvic^ 
dnnerSy  to  the  hardening  of  their  hearts^  and 
strengthening  themselTes  in  their  iniquity; 
the  persuasion  that  God  is  so  gracious^  tliat 
the  threatenihgs  he  has  denounced  against 
sin,  wHl  never  bt  put  in  real  execution.  Let 
them  here  receive  correction  of  that  fatal  nut^ 
stake,  both  from  God's  own  mouth,  that  he 
certainly  will  do  it ;  and  alse  by  thi^  special 
reference  to  awful  expaience,  that  he  actu^ 
ally  has  done  it,  even  to  "  Israel  his  chosen^ 
And  that  this  is  thfe  dase  equally,  in  his  eter^ 
Hal  wrath^  impending  upon  the  heads  of  i&F& 
dividual  sinners,  is  well  as  in  \m  temporal 
judgmentsy  threatened  against  offending  na- 
tions, (which  are  only  capable  of  punislmient 
in  this  world ;)  will  as  certainly,  but  more 


dreadfully  be  estperienced  by  the  persevering 
evil  doen  **  -^W  they  shall  know  that  I  am 
the  Lord^  and  thai  I  have  not  said  in  vain  that 
I  would  do  this  evil  unto  th^nu^ 

It  is  undeniably  clear,  that  this  remarkable 
prophecy  of  Ezeldel  relates  to  events  of  th? 
latter  days^ — and  to  the  end  of  the  indignation; 
and  that  it  has  not  yet  been,  fulfilled,  as  th? 
advocates  of  literaj  prophecy  pretend.*  For 
the  Jews  have  not  yet,  at  ^y  period,  so  re^ 
member ed  God^  by  a  strong  and  national  rep^ntr 
ance  and  conversion^  nor  seen  their  guilt  and 
infidelity  in  the  proper  light,  nor  justified  God 
in  all  that  he  hath  Isdd  upon  them,  as  they  will 
one  day  fully  and  freely  do*  It  w;as  a  pecur 
liarity  in  their  punishnxent  th'^t  "  their  f?onds 
should  be  made  strongy^  and  their  casting  off 
should  endure  "/c?r  many  days^^  and  they 
should  "  see  no  more  of  the  Son  ofDayid^  until 
thje  times  of  refreshit^g  shall  come  from  the  prcr- 
sence  of  the  Juord^^  (Ads  iii.  19.)  and  with 
new  hearts  and  altered  dispositionsf  they  shall 

*    Sec  Leviticus  xxvi.  40,  &c. 

\    3er4  xxxi.  31,  &c     Heb.  viii.  10, 
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sa:y,  **  blesicdis  be  that  cometb  in  the  name  of 
The  Lordr 

Yet,  fmean  while,  they  are  kept  ubder  the 
peculiar  care  of  that  eye  of  God  that  has  "  bis 
secret  ones^^"^  ever  in  %ht ;  and  defended 
by  that  hand  of  Providence  which  oveir-rules 
all  the  coniingencies  of  this  world.  In  the 
midst  of  slaughters  a:nd  confiscarions,  persecu- 
tions for  their  reli^on,  and  the  hatred  df  all 
nations,  their  own  peculiar  institutions  have 
been  kept  up ;  and  even  their  tiadionality  has 
survived  the  force  of  time,  that  changes  aJl 
things,  and  has  resisted  the  tevdhitbns  of  the 
wdrld,  which  have  effaced  even  flie  very  tne- 
mory  of  most  of  the  nations  which  tri<nKiphed 
in  their  distress.  Tlie  Jews  are  M  this  dky  a 
peculiar  people,  and  a  distinct  nation^  in  the 
midst  of  all  nations,  and  exhibit  a  miraeotoos 
proof  of  the  power  df  God  and  the  tftirfi  of 
prophecy.  ^  When  tbou  passest  tbfougb  tie 
wj/^r/,"— peoples  and  nations  of  the  world— 
^  J  will  be  witb  tbee^  and  tbrougb  the  rivers^ 

*  Ptalm  hxxiii.  3, 
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ihey  shall  not  overflow  /j&^^/'— tlaat  tjiou 
shouldest  not  be  lp$t  and  undUtinguished  frpia 
them,  a8  hath  happened  to  most  conquered 
£^nd  ?ven  conqueriiiig  nations.—**  When  thou 
"walkcst  through  tb0  fire  (of  affiiction)  thou 
shdt  not  be  burnt ^  neither  shall  thejkme  kin^k 
upqn  thee^'"^  (to  tlun,e  utt^r  destruction.)  "  B€^ 
bold  the.  eyes,  of  the  Lord  c^e  uffin  tk^  sinful 
kifSgdm^  ^nd  I  miU  dvtrt^.  it  from  #  thfi 
face^  of  the  earthy  smmg  tkat  I  w^  n»x.  ^r- 
rsuzr  jQMSTBor  the  hous§  of  jAQOBy  scAth  tkfi 
Lord.  For  lo!  fwiH  eoifimandi  and  J  will 
sift  the  hffuse  ofAtr^el  (mong  all  nations ^  like 
4r  corn  «  siftM  kn  a  iieve^  yet  shdl  not  '^< 
least  grain  faf]l  upon  tite  earth.''  Awo^  ix.  §• 
**  Th^efore  tkif^  saitb  the  Lord^  the  Lord  God^ 
ahkough  I  hav^  eehsjt  them  far  og}  among  the 
be^ben^  and  okbough  I  haw  ^aUere4  tj^m 
among  the  couiOrksy  yet  will  Ike  to  theni  as  a 
little  mnctnary  m  the  countries  where  they  shall 
.iTjWWr/' (Ezek*3fi*  i^.) 

With  all  due  allowance  for  the  figurative 
ttite  of  the  prophetic  writers,  it  is  not  to  bp 

*  Isa*  xliii.  % 
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denied,  that  some  of  the  prophecies  are  to  be 
understood  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  words. 
And  such  are  many  of  those,  which  Speak  of 
the  return  of  the  people  of  Israel,  (as  many 
of  them  as  shall  escape  the  sword ;)  and  their 
re-setdement  in  the  Holy  Land,  in  circum- 
stances of  great  prosperity  and  glory.  Mo- 
ses, upwards  of  three  thousand  years  ago, 
foretold  both  their  rejection  and  restoration* 
•*  When  thou  art  in  tribulation^  and  all  these 
things  ARE  COMB  UPON  THMB^  even  injbc 
LATTJSR  DATS^  if  thou  turn  to  the  Lord  thy 
God^  and  shalt  he  obedient  unto  his  voice ^ 
(for  the  Lord  thy  God  is  a  merciful  Gody)  be 
will  not  forsake  thee^  neither  destroy  thee^  nbr 
forget  the  covenant  of  thy  fathers  ^  which  he 
sware  unto  than^^  (Deut  iv*  30.*)  The 
tivf^  herfe  jpointed  out  is,  "  the  latter  days  ;** 
which  is  oti  all  hands  allowed  to  mean  the 
times  of  the  gospel  dispensation.  But  the 
jews  have  not,  in  christian  times,  6ver  apos- 

•  See  the  whole  of  this  chapter,  and  Deut.  xxTiii.-^Levit. 
kzvi.  33. — Isaiah  xviii.  2«— Isaiah  Ixvi.  Id* — Jer.  v.  10»  18. 
Jer.  ix.  16. — Ezek.  xxii<  15.— £zek«  xxxiv.  13.— >Zech. 
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tatiied  from  the  God  of  their  fathers,  othen- 
'Wise  than  by  their  unbelief  in  Jesus  Christy 
whom  he  sent  to  them  first,  ^^^nd  they  r^- 
ceivcd  him  not^  Their  turning  to  the  Lord 
their  God,  then,  is  their  conversion  to  Christy 
tjbe  captain  of  the  Lord^s  bost^  the  angel  of 
t^e  covenant^'\  and  the  God  who  manifested 
himself  to  Israel  in  the  tabernacle^  and  the 
temple. :{: 

When  the  malicious  jews  cnielljr  reviled 
the  blessed  Jesus  in  the  prophetic  words  of 
David,  "  be  trusted  in  God  that  be  would,  dc-* 
liver  bintj  ^c^  (Psalm  xxii.  7,  8.  and  Matt, 
xxvii.  43.)  they  thought  not  that  they  were 

*  Joshua  V.  15. 

f  Numbers  sx.  16. — Isaiah  Ixiii.  91 — Malachi  ili;  1. 

\  This  is  not  only  the  Opinion  of  some  of  the  fiitheh,  but 
of  many  eminent  divines.  Our  Saviour  strongly  confirms 
it,  by  applying  to  himself,  as  the  same  Svine  Being  who  ap- 
peared in  the  himing  husb^  the  incommuniciible  name  '*  /  am^^* 
And  St.  Paul's  doctrine,  1  Cor.  a.  4.  is  strongly  to  the.samb 
purpose. — He  also  calls  Christ  the  unchangeable  Being^^he 
same  t«  true  believers  under  both  covenants.  (Heb  xiii.  8.) 
And  Christ  calls  himself  the  "  alpha  and  omega,  thejint  and  the 
/arf/'— Rev,  i.  8,  17,— Rev,  xxii.  13. — Isaiah  xliv,  6.-** 
Isaiah  xlviiii  IS.—- See  Horn's  Commentary  on  Psalm  xxiv.  7« 
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fulfilling  the  prophecieB  in  the  most  strict  and 
Ut^ral  sense :  and  when  they  cried  out  "  bis 
blood  be  QJ^  us^  and  on  our  cbildren^^  they 
)^$i^  kne^  how  prophetically  true  their  owa 
words  would  prove*  For  the  guilt  of  that  sa- 
cred Wood  hath  hijng  heavy  on  their  heads* 
9sA  pursued  them  from  ^e  to  age>  with 
QHch  an  accumulatioa  of  miaeries  as  never 
any  other  people  experienced. 

The  jMTophecy  of  Hosea  (&  4*)  is  a  very 
circmastantial  detail  of  the  strange  and  very 
peculiar  situation  of  this  wonderful  nation^  aa 
Aey  hav«  been  exhibited  to  the  world  in 
every  age,  since  Christ  to  the  present  tim^ 
**  The  children  of  Israel  shall  abide  many 
days  nvUbout  a  king^-^and  witbout  a  pnnce^ 
^-^cmd  wkhout  a  sacr'^ceyr^-^nd  mithfM^  ^n 
image^^  (or  more  properly,  as  it  is  rendered 
in  the  margin,  a  standing  or  establishment ;) 
«-*^"  ^fid,  without  an  epbod^-^-^nd  nxMbwt  a 
terapbim.  Aftermards  shall  the  children  ef 
Israel  return^  and  seek  the  Lord  their  God^ 
and  David  their  ktng^  and  shall  Jsar  th« 
Jjord  and  bis  goodness^  in    thb  latter 


jp^r^/^    -^^  To  this  last  captivity  of  his  peo^ 

pie  by  the  rowians,  and  its  desolating  ^cflfeo, 

v^hich  for  its  long  duration  he  calls  ^^perpcU 

^al  desoh^m^^^  the  pirophbtic  {mihnist  ailtides 

ift  the  «ftfeftty  f^tHth  iWiu;^^**  O  God^  wfy 

batttbm  cafft  tu  (ff  Tcm  srsucf-^wiydDik 

Ibike  angtr  sMt^ke  '^dinH  ibe  isbtep  $f  tby 

pasture  f     R^fktmber  thy  ctff^^ati&n^  wbkb 

tbtm  bast  punbirsedof  ^Id.    We  tee  <mt  vmr 

si^ns^'^^*^iYkQ  tokens  of  the  divide  fiivor  fiw>. 

meriy  v^ochsafcd  ns;^*--"  Tbere  is  nt>  more 

atiy  pnpbet^  neither  is  there  among^  us  an) 

that  ikuowitb  BOKt  lON^J'^     Tins  clrcura** 

stance  ^stingnishiss  this  latter  *  from  «be  se»- 

vaity  yoaxs  captivity,  the  4nd  of  V9bkh  tpvas 

^curiit^y  ^I'i^ovvin,  from  &  £ttra/  peo^^hsc- 

€y*^f  Je^««iiah.  (x«i3t.   ftl.)     ©ut4n  this 

^aq^iVity,  thei"cOftditiott  *f  this^^  ifrifiidet 

iitrf«rtua«e,  and  «elahch<^y  in  the  txtrewie. 

Thty  kre  tiot  ohiy  feraiaken  of  their  pecrfliat 

glory  the  spirit  bfphpbety^  but  ate  *ven  fee* 

tcat«d  of  cotnriibn  apprebendbn,  ivhin  diey 

apply  their  minds  to  the  ihteiptetation  df  the 

propbeties  already  deiivtred;  \n  which  their 

♦  Ttc  romao  captivity,  or  indignation^  is  to  contipue. 
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own  unreasonable  unbelief,  and  present  coiv 
dition,  in  consequence  of  it,  are  so  very  fre* 
quendy,  folly,  and  clearly  revealed ;  that  he 
that  runs  may  read,  and  understand.  (Heb.  ii 
2.)      These  scriptures  rf  the  prophets  never- 
theless, are  constantly  read  in  the  dsdly  ser-. 
vice  of  their  synagogues,  and  have  been  so 
ever  since  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  at  which 
period  they  were  in  common  use,  and  w»c 
not   unfrequendy   expounded    to   them   by 
himself,   with   the    appropriate    concludon, 
^*  This  day  is  tins  scripture  fulfiiled  in  your, 
ears^  (Luke  iv.  2i.)      Bttt  their  understandT 
logs  are  overclouded  by  a  spirit  of  fanaticism 
and  mysticism,  and  they  have  been  until  this 
day,  still  addicted  with  a  blind  devotion,  to 
the  same  groundless  traditions  and  senseless 
rabbinical  fables,  which  misled  theu:  fathers, 
that  *•  tbey  knew  not  the  day  qf  their  vi^itOy 
(ionJ^^     St  Paul,  (as  it  jippears,  not  without 
reason,)  strongly  warned  the  converted  jew$ 
^d  early  christians  in  general,  to  beware  of 
this  frequent  source  gf  heresy  and  apostacy  5 
fnd  let  the  church  of  Rome  look  to  it,  ho>!^ 
fhe  hath  taken  the  good  counsel 


SI 

This  state ^df  invitictbie.pr^udtftft  against 
christfcmity,  in  which  the  jews  have  so  perti- 
nacioudjT  comiiirtied^  isr  wonderfully  set  before 
their  eyes  by  thdr  own  prophets,  in  a.  variety 
of  very  striking  similitudes ;  which  have  been 
pointed  out  to  them  by  our  Lord  tfnd  hi*  apos- 
tles, and  many  able  wHtefs  in  this  tbdtfttvefijyi 
but  dtitl  without. effcar.    The  tSffic  for  Ihfe 
dp€ni%  of  the  bKhd  eyes,  It  6e6m8;=fe  iS6t  y^ 
afiived.     ^  The'  Lord  bath  poutHd^M  ttfhh 
you  tbespmir  0p  despslssp^  and  hath  cldsed 
your  eyts^'*  says'  Isaiahr^  ^^ ti^  pnphtii^  and 
your  rulers^  the  seers^Mul^M  M^otridi^  ,  And 
the  -msioH  of  all  is  hfwkt  itdtoxyou  as  fbewBKd$ 
of  a  book  that  is  sealed^- wkicir  nti^ndtliverM 
one  that  is  harried^  saying  read  this  Ijfy ay' tbnj 
andhisaHb^IcmnotyfotiCi^seal&i.    jfridfBi 
hobkisddi'utfedto  bm  *fcr/  iin6t"lehrRedy  say^ 
ingy  read  Ms  Ipra^iBee;'  and^ensaiibf  afH 
not  karned^^  (Isa.  xix.  ro;)    ThuV  ^e  learned 
amongst  the  jeWd'rqfect  the  chl^Jwito  cxpoiJ- 
tfcns  of  prophiecy  tiifdU^  frejudice^  lA^hifch  is 
judic&tlly'<!onfirmed'aMd  strengtheiig^till  \r:hi^ 

*  It  appean  from  1  Con  xiv.  5,  th^t  expounders,  jpr  preach- 
ers, were  called  prophets,  in  a  large  sense, 
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comtB  SL  spiritual  iliftdMsi;  while  the  ufil€anj« 
ed  will  hearken  to  no  reaadil»  thfough  u  ,Uind 
a  dq)endence  upon  otfaett^  whom  they  account' 
better  judges  than  themselves^ 

It  is  evident  that  this  is  equally  and  exadtly 
the  case  also  widi  the  church  of  Rome,  but  itt 
a  sjdtt  moct  censutable  manner ;  in  as  much  as 
eur  Saviour  and  his  apostle  have  unitedly 
pressed  upon  all  christians  i  diligent  searcbitig  \ 
tftbe  scriptiires^  and  declared  that  no  depend^  | 
ance  is  to  be  placed  up6n  any  pmeitided  infal^ 
fible  guide  which  sfaMdd  at  timA  say,  ^  Zo  / 
ben  is  Cbrist^  or  lo!  tbere^^  Yet  die  scr^H 
tures  h^ve  beeh  with-held  from  die  people^ 
because  they  ^eie  not  allowed  to  be  compe- 
tent judges  of  what  th0  churoh  bad  previously 
determined  to  be  christian  ttuth,  and  they 
might  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  heresy ;  or 
r^er,  ^  lest  they  sbauld  s^  vnth  tbeir  eyes^ 
and  bear  %)intb  tbeir  ears^  and  be  eonverted^^ 
from  the  dangerous  errors  <^  popery.  ^^Wl^r0^ 
fire  tbe  Lord  said^  forasnmcb  as  ibis  pe^^k 
draw  near  me  with  their  moutb^  andwitb  tbeir 
\  Ups  do  honour  me^  hut  have  removed  ttuif  heart 
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far  from  me^  and  thdrftur  toward  me  is  taojgbt 
by  the  rkJSGMPr  oe  Jtfj?ar,'*-^y  traditkms  ad4 
legends  fNwfenred  befotte  sacfed  jcripturt^  botk 
in  the  practice  and  by  the  doctrine  (^the Jew- 
ish and  romish  churches,—"  therefore^  behold^ 
J  will  proceed  tq  do  a  n$arvdloui  work  and  a^ 
wofidertfor  the  wisdom  of  their  xvisc  men  shall 
perish^  and  the.  nndersUpuling  qf  their  prudent 
Tfien  shall  be  hid^.^ 

At  the  time  when  oi^r  Saviour  appeared^ 
the  predisposing  causey  of  unbelief  in.th^ 
Jewish  people,  arising  from  phikfophy  falsely 
fo  called^  and  other  motives  of  a  corrupt  nsv- 
tore,  had  been  a  long  time  in  operation.  S9 
that  in  this  state  pf  splrifudl  torpor  which  the 
pjophe(  has  jles^ribed,  the  preaching  of  our 
Lord,  an^  h»^  apostles  af^er  hfm.  ha4  but  little 
effect  upon  Jthem  j  ttid  when  they  could  nei- 
ther confute  not:  gainsay  his  axguments,  they 
derided  him.\     from  this  spirit  of  slumber 

t  In  tmimibAof  tiiv  iiii«iieoeMffilcaBuk|4ey  kfaiktb^ 
labouced  poidt- with  modem  vc&HiAh  to  set  up  -inJkuk  as  the^ 
far/  of  tnahj  and  to  substitute  scoffing  and  blasphemy  in  tK^  ' 
phce  of  argumea^.  •     '         :      . 

M  2 
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they  liave  not  yet  ^waked^  but  hay«  adhered 
vvith  uivditDdQished  bigotry  tP  t;he^.gro^  errors 
qf  their  ifathers,  aod^c^e^  all  ibm  wttifKtthy 
to  the  £3^  of  Christ. 

God  Almighty,  reasoning  with  sinners  after 
the  manner  of  men,*  thus  stings  the  unfeeling 
minds  of  these  blind  guides  with  severe  sar^ 
casm,  as  our  Saviour  also,  in  his  conferences 
with  them,  was  wont  to  do. — ^^  Bring  forth 
the  blind  people^  tbvt  have  eyes^  and  the  deafy 
that  have  ears^^  (Isaiah  xliiL  8.)  "  Hear ^  ye 
deaf,  and  look^  ye  hlind^  that  ye  may  see.  Who 
is  blindy  hut  my  servant? — Or  deaf  as  the  mes-r 
senger  that  I  sent  t  Who  is  (so)  bUnd^  as^  he 
that  is  perfect y\  and  blind  as  the  Lord^s  ser~ 
vant?  Seeing  many  things  ^  but  thou  observest 
not;  opening  the  ears y  but  he  b^c^retb  not^. 
(Isaiah  xlii.   i84)     Yet  cvcv\  this  blindness^ 

*  ^*  Cfimnonfi  and  la,u(  r^ff^  t^eiierp.  s^.ttm.  iordn*'' 
(I«aiah  U  18-')  - 

^  Perfect,  by  their  own  false  measure  of  holiness,  to  which 
the  same  prophet  alludes*  (laaiak  k:^*  5«— ^Actd  xicyi,  5. 

i  For  further.  9dliiaio]i&  to  the  BjariiH^bK]^^  laadf 
aeelaiiiah  vi.  9,  10$  yiiur  14»  I5*rr4simfi9h  v.  21«?^Psaka 
ixix.  22,  2S.««-R0man8  xi.  7>  8#«^Matthew  xiii.  l^A^^^Johil 
xii.  40.«— Acts  xxniii  26. 
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^vhkll  hath  proved  Mtherto  2Ji  unconquerable 
obstruction  to  th^  conversion,  is  tmc  day  to 
be  :^i90ved,  and  the  veil  which  u  npooi  th^ 
bearte  is  to  he  taken  off.    *       ' 

Isaiah  is  ifeservedly  called  the  elmiti^n  op 
e^uangfilical  pr^phet^  he^aii^,  he  tt^au.ia  m 
large  a  proportion  of  hjis  proph«?y^  ipf  CM  ft 
and  bis  kingdom  i  and  relates  ^ith  si<>gi4ai: 
perspicuity  and  clearness,  aldiough  in  figura^ 
tive  language,  the  principal  occurrences  of 
christian  times,  or  the  ioit  days^    Speakings 
in  chapter  xlii.  i6*  §«?.  of  the  gtjQg^  revolu^^ 
tionary  commotiona,  by  which  tiic'  affrighted 
world  k  to  be  shaken,,  previoudy  to  the  re^ 
s^oration  of  Israel,  and  thereby  in  the  event 
of  things,  a  way  opened  for  their  return,  he 
proceeds  thus,-«Th^    *.'  /  wiU  bring   the 
ELiNU  iy  a   way  that  they  kmw   not^^-^^ 
(f^b  in  Jesus  Christ)^-^*^  /  will  lead  them 
in  paths  " — (of  peace  and  comfort;  that  for 
many    ages)-—"  they   have   not  known.       I 
will  mk»^'  darkness -light   iH:fore   them^   and 
crooked  things  straight  \  these  things  wilt  ictd 
unto  tbeniy  and  nqt  forsjke^^them'' 
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*  The  deplorable  condidoa  of  the  jews  in 
Ihetr  loman  captivity  or  modern  state,  is  it-, 
ddf  a. great  and  standit^  miracle.    They  have 
been  exhibited  to  the  eyes  of  all  men,  in  all 
countries  and  in  every  age,  as  witnesses  for 
Ood;  agaunst  athdsm  and  aU  infidelity  on 
the  one  hand,  and  against  polytheism  bsiA 
idolatron^  corruptions  of  revealed  religion  on 
ibe  other*     How  strong  an  evidence  their 
present  state  afibrds  to  the  truth  of  prophecy, 
ihas  been  in  a  good  measfure  shewn ;  from  the 
variety  of  figures  and  similitudes,  and  almost 
etear  historical  nanationi  which  the  prophets 
have  employe^  to  gif e  a  full  and  adequate 
idea  of  so  wonderful  an  occurrence.'    Ami 
this  blaze  of  prophetic  light,  far  from  lodng 
any  of  its  power  by  length  of  time,  wiK  9tiU 
krigbUn  more  ^nd  moriy  (as  St  Pd)er  ob* 
serves,*)  umo  the  perfect  day  tli  its  meiidiw 
Sfdendour,  when  it  iriiall  enK^tcn  even  die 
blind  jews  themselyc$» 

We  have  akeady  seen  them  represented 
Vtjder  the  figure  of  nun  entranced  in  a  supers 

*  '      vjpct^rf^  19. 
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natural  8kep  t*-— tf  ckprival .  of  the  c<S«itmoa 

powers  of.  dbtinguishing  aright  the  obj^tl 

prescnjted  to  th^m  hj  sight  Mid  hiring  ^ 

^w^hich  &€ulties  ia  a  cert^  degree,  neiFei:^64 

less,  still  remain*    Thus  p^sons  in  a  stupeif 

of  the  iutdleccual  powers,,  fin  the  eye  upon 

one  object,  and  yet  s§e  nothing  as  all  of  iu 

The  fascinating  power  of  prejudice,  kfioely 

represented  by  the  next  image  of  the  pnsQq 

house,  which  I  shall  select  from  the  same  pio^ 

phet.     For  it  is  equally  a  bmd^t^  whetheif 

the  shackles  of  superstition  be  imposed  upoit 

the  mind  fey  extern^  tyranny,  or  whcAer 

the  chains  af  Tphxntaay  bUndness  have  been 

0f  our  own  fal«ric?tion,      ^^They  shall  l» 

gatbercd  together^  as  pslisOnbrs  are  gathered 

in  the  pit ^  and  shall  ht  shut  t^  in  the  prism ; 

dad  after  many  days  shall  they  be  visited. 

Then  the  Moon  shall  be  c^nfounded^  dnd  the 

sun  ashamed^  when  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall 

*  The  allusion  is  made  to  the  wretched  conditioit  of  capi 
jiTei*  who^  for  greater  security*  are  retatnod  in  a  dtmgmi  umkr^ 
jroundfixt^k..^  See  Jer»  sssritt*  1$^ 

f  These  figurative  expressitins  le^ii  to  imply  the  Superior 
clearness  of  all  rehgioas  trathf  and  the  bright  practice  of  %oli« 
ness  and  virtiie,  which  will  1^  tbt^ principal  ohiractetiftict  ^ 
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rdgn  in  mount  2kn^  andHn  Jeruidem^  and 
before  bis  ancients  gloriously.^^  (Iku  xxit.  22.) 
In  a  great  many  of  the  proph^cies^  no  aooner 
H  their  punishment  pconouneed^  than    tl^ 
promise  of  their  restoration  follows  close  up- 
on lt»     We  hate  here  in  epitome  the  indigo 
matiOMj'Or  their  indossre  in  the  |Hison»  where 
they  must  remain  many  days  of  years  and 
centuries ;  and  their  visitation^  or  the  spiritual 
reign  (^Christ  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of 
his  ANCIENTS,  resettled  in  Jerusalem,  and 
honored  as  the  mother  church :  ot  source  of 
^innereVelation:— -*^y5r  01//^  jS^/(?»  shall  go 
forth  the  law^  and  the  word  of  the  Lord 
from  y^ertisalem^^  (Micah  it.  12.)  * 

the  miUenniuni.  The  Moon  represents  the  Mosaic  econdmjt 
which  shone  by  a  light  ttflceted  from  Christ,  hot  |lar&dlj 
emitted  through  the  doudy  veil  of  typical  ordixmncetf*  Tic 
Sun  18  the  more  perfect  syttcm  tf  the  gospel f  the  brighter  splen- 
dour of  whose  direct  beams  have  still  been  obscured  and  dark- 
OKd  by  ^t8  (miu  diskf  which  in  thest  haippy  times  shalFbe 
aU  dcstflvyyed*  See.Itt.  hi.  If),  dO.*-.ReT.  icxi,  2S*  The 
same  emblems  are  made  use  of  ia  Rer*  xit.  to  rtpreaent  the 
prinitiTe  aad  puit  cbristiaa  chiircb,  usder  the  figure  of  a  wo- 
mzndga^d^witb  the  spif,  aad  h^fwig  the  juooM  under  herfedf 
9H»d  on  herrbtnL  t  erown.of  twQlte:stars*. 
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*•  To  api^n  the  jsim^  mtms^  t^  bring  out  tb^ 
:^^isoNEM,sfrom  the  prison^  and  them  that  sit 
in  darkness  out  of  the  prison-house^^  (baiah 
xlii«  7')  was  ^  fecial  p^  of  the  commission 
grante4  to  the  Messias.  And  for  the  efeptua^ 
performance  of  this  part  of  his  mission^  it  is 
declared  to  him  by  the  Father  which  sent 
him,  ^^  I  will  preserve  tbee^  and  give  thee  for 
a  covenant  of  the  people^  (or  gentiles,)  to  estab^ 
llfb  the  earth i^ — (by  a  general  conversion  of 
all  nations,) — ^^  and  to  cat(se  to  inherit  thm 
jfSsoLATE  jiEjtiTAGMS^^ — (by  tlje  rc-settlcment 
of  converted  Israel,) — "  tkai  thou  mayest  say 
tQ  the  pitisoNEMSj  GO  jFonTfi,  to  them  that  are 
in  jojtSKNMSSy  SMEW  rouRSMLFSSf^^  (Isa.  xlix.  8.) 
To  them  tl^t  are  now  in  a  state  of  political 
degradation  am)  qbscurity,  as  well  as  of  spirit- 
tual  darkness,  Christ  will  one  day  say,  "  ^ct 
once  more  a  conspicuous  and  glorious  part  ^  and 
take  the  first  rank  amopg  the  nfitions  of  tbq 
eartkr^^ 

We  find  the  calTtng  of  the  gentiles  by  the 
^jpostles  being  sent  out  to  the  heathen  nations, 

f  Sec  Zech,  viii.  23. 

N 
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to  preach  to  them  alm>  the  gospel  of  salvkdot^ 
is  fcretold  by  Isaiah,^  in  terms  very  rimikr  to 
the  above;  but  nbt  by  such  a  variety  of  images, 
nor  those  so  pointed  or  so  strong.  The  case 
of  God's  rejected  and  judicially  blinded  people, 
is  oqc  which  hath  nothing  parallel  to  it ;  and 
that  the  above  prophecy  applies  to  that  alone 
is  undenidbly  clear,  from  the  circumstances  in 
it  peculiar  to  them,  and  from  the  general  aha-^ 
logy  of  prophecy.  Christ  was  indeed  at  his 
first  coming,  a  light  to  tighten  the  gentiles^  but 
his  becoming  the  glory  of  his  peopk  Israel  is 
reserved  to  a  ^umre  period.  For,  on  the  di- 
rect contrary,  at  that  time  he  i*ras  esteenied  a 
reproach^  and  treated  as  an  impostor:^  Ife 
was  a  stone  of  stumbling  and  a  rock  of  offence 
to  both  houses  of  Israel;  and  with  respect  to 
the  Jewish  nation,  it  is  declared,  that  the  light 
sbined  in  darkness^  and  the  ddrkniss  coihpre^ 
bended  it  not.  But  in  the  last  days  he  "will  be- 
come, in  a  much  larger  sense  of  the  word,  the 
light  of  the  worlds  by  the  general  conversion 
of  all  nations  ;  and  to  his  own  regenerated  J 

^  Isaiah  k,  2*  f  Isaiah  liii,  3. 

X  Jer.  xxxi.  SS,  34.      See  also  Isaiah  xlix.  6>  where  the^si 
two  distmct  objects  are  united  in  oms  coznmiMiotu 
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pgQple  l^X^^  He  ,vili  arise  a  "  sun  of  rigbt€Qus- 
ness^  with  pealing  under  bis  wtngsC'  This 
prpphecy  therefore  ia  still  unaccomplished,  aa4 
<wi|th  a  great  many  more,  Ls  Entirely  iQcoasist- 
eut  wi;h  the  scbeUe  qf  littral  prt^ecy^  and 
r^^cessarily  must,  be  referred  to  a  very  late,  if 
iapt  a  ^till  remote  period  pf  die  chtis^an  dis- 
pensation. 

lo  Zechariah  ix.  i  l.  '^  tbe  blood qf  the  New 
Tfsfame^^  vrhidi  the  enraged  jews  blindly 
kaprceated  as  d  curse  upoa their  own  heads,  is 
manfully  applied  to  tl;ieir  salvation  >;  but  cvt- 
.debtly  at  a  j^eriod  of.  tioiev^ry  remote  froia 
Ait  £ital  hpur  SKrhen  it  :wa8  made  to  them^ 
€utse  and  not  a  idessing^  "  ^f  Jbr  tb€£  alsa^ 
by  ibe  Mood  of  .^UT  cor MN ANT  I  bam  seat 
furih  TffT  PRISONJSJSS.S  mt  pf  tbie^ii^  wbereiu 
is  m  wattrJ'^Y   "  2i^^  ^e  to  tbg  stromg  hdd^ 

*  Matthew  xxvii  2»;  Luke  xxii,  20. 

f  .Water  ^  the  common  prophetic  emblem  ^  sfkUucd  gracc^ 
.(J^ihfi  Tji.  S8»^9 — Isdahxii.  3.)  The  contrast  is  very  strik- 
ing betv^een  thi»  ^d  state  of  abaindontnenit  and  that  happy 
tinie  when,  **  noUhjoy  tiiy  shall  dnt'SJ  w0er  out  of  the  jfsils  qf 
ut^rATiON.^  (Isaiah  xii.  5.)  It  is  also  with  a  marked  pro- 
pnety  atid  emphasis  th^t  ih^  j^wSfia  thk  coadition^.  arc  called 


ye  PRISONERS  of  HOPE.     Even  to-day  do  I  di^ 
dare  that  I  will  render  double  unto  tbee^^^^ 
double  good,  andf  a  happiness  and  prosperifjr 
tmchangeable  any  tti6re,  upon  their  repentance, 
for  all  the  evils  that  they  have  endured  in  their 
rejection  and  state  of  unbelief  l  "  For  the  Lord 
beareth  the  potr^  and  despisetb  not  bis  PRisoTf-- 
£RS.^^  (Ps.  Ixix.  2^*)     The  Lord  "  executetb 
judgment  for  tbe  oppressed^  be  glvetb  food  to 
the  buiigry:  tbe  Lord  loosetb  tbe  prisoners. 
Tbe  Lord  openetb  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  mund^  tbe 
Lord  love th  tbe  rigbteousi     Tbe  Lord  sbdl 
reign  for  everj  even  tby  God^  0  Zion^  unta  ail 
GMjsrMJuriom.^^  (Ps.  cxivi.  7.)     "  Tbou  sbalt 
arise  and  bave  mercy  upon  Zion^  for  the  time 
to  favour  ber^  yea  tbe  set  itjme  rs  gomm.     So 
tbe  beatben  sball  fear  tbe  name  of  tbe  Lord^ 
and  all  tbe  kings  of  tbe  eartb  tbyglcay.    Wben 
tbe  Lord  sball  build  up  Zion^  be  sball  appear 
jK  HIS  GLonr.^*  (Ps.  cii.  13.) 

iheprist)ners  of  Christ ;  as  it  is  for  their  trestson  against  iheir 
king  that  they  are  incarcerated  in  that  dungeon,  which  Be 
that  <'  both  the  key  of  David  openeth,  and  Ho  man  ihattetb  ;  ami 
he  shidteth  and  no  man  operieth^**  (Rev*  iii*  7«)  But  they  ate 
tRisojfSRS  or  MOTS9  because  their  conversion  to  Christ*  tbe 
strong  bold,  is  as  infallibly  ceitain,  at  its  season;  as  their  rtjec- 
tion  in  time  past  has  been  wni&st. 


'  '% 


SECTION    IV. 

Ithe  prophecies  of  the  Messiah  evaded  by  the  . 
^ews  since  Christ. — The  prophecies  of  the 
INDIGNATION  upoti  that  people^  and  their 
modern  state^  are  incapable  of  evasion.-^--' 
EzeiiePs  prophecy  of  the  dry  bones.-^^Its 
application  to  modern  Israel  confirmed  by 

•    dtber  prophecies^ 


ThM  modern  jews,  notwithstanding  their 
blindness  to  ^^  the  true  lights  which  lightetb 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world^  **  ^<^- 
sus  Christ  J  the  same  yesterday  ^  to  day^  and 
for  ever^  and  the  SUn  of  their  system  as  well 

*  Heb.  xiii.  8.  By  ** yaterda^^^  the  apostle  scemg  to  ajlude 
to  the  Mosaic  economy^  which  hdd  then  cea9e(J>  the  end  of  the 
Vforldi  or  age  frecedmg^  being  fixed  to  that  fulhuu  of  ttnus^-^ 
atid  by  **  to  day!*  the  christian  dispensatioo,  or  *^  last  tknfl**' 
$$e  Heb,  iv,  t,  «» (?. 
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(trucdcm  or  interpretation  of  the  prophecies' 
of  the  coming  of  Messiah ;  but  by  such  la- 
^ured  and  futile  criticisms,  as  frequently  to 
deprive  them  of  any  rational   sense  Bt  all; 
And  even  in  this  vain  subterfuge  they  are 
confuted,  by  the  contradictory,  testimony  of 
their  ancient  commentators^  who  have  given  the 
same  easy  and  natural  exposition  of  those  pro*- 
phccies,  that  the  christians  themselves  do ;  as 
fippears  both  from  their  own  Talmud,  and.  the 
iRHitings  of  the  christian  fathers.   The  univer- 
tel  expectation  the  whole  world  was  in,  of  the 
birth  of  some  great  personage^  about  the 
time  that  Christ  appgarpd;   is  an  evidence 
what  the  sense  of  the  Jewish  nation  was,  (at 
that  time,)   of  the  prophecies  in  question. 
This  strong  and  prevailing  idea,  is  taken  no- 
tice of  by  two  of  the  most  eminent  roman 
Jiistorians,*  and  Virgil  f  in  hi^  fourth  £c« 

♦  Tackus  Hiif«l.  v.  <r.  13.— Suetonius  in  Vespasiatto*  c*  4« 
See  Leslie's  method  with  the  Jew8>  voL  i.  p.  l*?*—- Frideaux's 
^onnec*  ▼.  8.  b.  ixir-Tillotson's  Sennoni^y  v.  i. 

t  The  propl^et  H^ggai,  iU  7»  calls  the  Messiah  */tJ!>e  desire 
i^failfiaiums,^*  and  says,  that  be  '<  shall  tbalf  heaven  and  earthy 
vrhsth,  St  Paul  (Heb,  xii*  26.)  interprets  in  the  sense  rf 
|ismh,  (Ixy,  n.)  by  the  '*  ereaiion  ofaneiv  heaven  and  n^ 


logue  aSbrds  (A'6of  of  the  geoaral  toiibcideticW 
of  the  notions  then  eniertained  of  Messiah's- 

earih^^*  or  the  spiritual  ntvt  cremkn  and  new  creature.  (2  Cor. 
V.  17—2  Pet.  iii  la)  Th«  poet  Virgil,  «  little  Ufirc  tha 
coming  of  Christ*  describes  this  iww  Hate  of  things,  and  the 
birth  bf  the  wondrous  CbtUhy  whom  it  was  to  be  Introduced; 
from  the  Sibylline  Oracles';  but  in  language  so  closely  copied 
from  the  scripture  prophecies^  ift  evidently  betrays  frona  whetwie 
had  been  gleaned  all  that  there  was  of  truth  in  those  fitmous 
heathen  prophecirt. 

Ultima  cumxi  venit  jam  carminis  £ta&  t 
Magnus  ab  integro  sseclorum  nascitur  ordo. 
Jam  redit  vixgo,  redeUdt  satumia  regna  \ 
Jam  nova  progenies  eoelo  demittitur  altO% 
Tu  MODO  NAscEKTi  i»UEiio,  quo  ferrea  primum 
desinet,  ac  toto  surget  gens  aurea  mundol    ' 
*  VlKG.  Eel.  iv. 

The  last  great  age  foretold  by  sacred  rhymes,  &c, 

Drydiw« 

— ^But  a  dose  verbal  traiislation  is  necessary,  to  Aew  the  ana-« 
logy  withthe  scripture  prophets  in  these  vers^es. 
««  The  last  times  of  the  Cumaean  Sibyl  are  now 'at  hand*  A 
great  order  of  ages  is  to  date  its  commencement  from  hence, 
and  a  ne^  race  is  t6  be  sent  down  from  heaven  above.  The 
iron  age»  at  thy  birth,  0  Child,  dhall  h€  fiC  ffiOR,  bta  a  golden 
age  prevail  through  the  whole  worW,'* 

The  Mma  atast  or  last  iifMf  ^nd  the  faapffmidss.  of  the  worU,. 
in  the  r^gn  ailSfy^^Xh  >C#e  described  by  tlie.prophHtina 
variety  of  figuta^att^ea,- which.  Virg^  cipfe^  baitsu^  He  , 
calls  4hb  child  Gbam  Dnm  sohokt,  nu^fnum  J&ols  kt^fHimumi 
after  leaiah  is.  %  aad  nyt  fae.shall  banMi  da  ipoa^  ^  earthy  ; 

O 
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kingdom,  (even  amongst  the  gendles,)  wit^ 
the  prophetic  writings^  The  ^eck  translation 
of  the  septua^nt  had,  long  before  Christ,  ren- 
dered the  prophecies  accessible  to  the  learned  jf 

^^Ti  ducft  si  qua  manen$  icekrii  vest^  noftrit  &c.  after  Isaiak 
Hii.  and  Darnel  k.  24.    Magmu  ai  htt^gto  utdhrum  tuuckur 
ordot  is  found  in  many  of  the  prophedefl*  aa  to  the.  main  cense 
of  it|  Isaiah  zlii*  9»  10 ;  xliii.  18, 19»  &c— 
•:;#—>  ^s^  nee  magnos  metuent  armenta  leooet : 
Occidet  et  terpenS}  it  fallaz  herba  Teneni 
occideti 
is  a  dose  imitation  of  Isaiah  Ixv.  17*  25,—"  The  wolf  and  the 
lamb  shall  feed  together^  and  the  lion  shall  eat  straw  like  the  ox, 
and  dust  shall  be  the  serpent's  meat.     They  shall  not  hurt  nor 
destroy  in  aU  my  holy  mountain"    (Isaiah  ii.  4,  xxi^ii.  15, 
XXXV.  1,  xli.  17»  18,  19,  &c.  says  that  in  those  happy  times, 
men  "  shall  beat  ticir  swords  into  plowshares  t  and  their  spears  into 
pruttingrhools  ;*'  that  **  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and  hlossom  as  the 
rose,**  and  **  streams  hurst  out  in  the  parched  wilderness**^     The 
poet,  or  his  authority,  the  sibyl,  even  exceeds  this  5— i. 

Molli  pauUatim  fiavescet  campus  arista, 

Incultisque  rubens  pendebit  sentibus  uva : 

£^  durae  quercus  sudabunt  roscida  me*Ja. 

.  omnis  feret  omnia  tellus* 

Non  rastros  patietur  humus,  non  vinea  falcem*' 

t  The  greek  tcaadatkia  of  th«  Old  Teataiptntf  cdled  tile 
S^ituagint^  {bmn  the  tvdidition  that  aei^enty  ti^o  interpreters 
wtre  eflipkyri  in  it,  at  the  comnutsd  of  Tteimf  Philade^us, 
king  of  Eg^rpty  about  three  hundred  ytarabefore  cuit  Savioar's 
tine,)  was  for  tht  first  foot  kundM  years  afterwards  held  in 
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and  the  dispersion  of  the  ten  tribes  hafl,  in 
xnany  places  made  the  prominent  points  ci 
the  Jewish  religion,  and  particularlj  their  anxir 


high  tsttem  amongst  tltejewtf  and  read  in  their  synagogae  in  pre- 
ference to  the  hebrew ;  Us  the  greek  tongue  was  then  a  soit 
of  unrmrsal  language^  asd  the  Hebrew  but  fittle  cnhivated'and 
understood.  But  aAer  our  Saviour's  time^  vAntn  theseptwi^' 
£int  was  in  eqwd  estkm  *tmfh  th  christians f  and  made  vsr  9/  fy 
them  against  the  jews,  it  was  rejected  by  them,  and  another 
translation^  more  accommodating  to  their  changed  ideas  of  the 
prophecies  of  Messias>  was  substituted  for  it.  The  jews  are 
accused  of  having  corrupted  the  chronology  of  the  present 
hebrew  copies,  during  the  second  and  third  .centuries  aft^r 
Chusty  when  it  was  ahnost  wholly  in  their  own  hands.  And 
Dr  Kennicot  and  others  therefore  esteem  the  chronology  of  the 
septuagiat  the  better  authority ;  and  he  says  that  some  hebrew 
copies  with  the  chronology  of  the  septuagint>  were  still  extant 
till  the  time  of  Eusebips.  The  septuagint  makes  1500  years 
more  than  the  present  hebrew,  between  the  creation  and  A- 
braham,  and  this  was  done  (as  supposed)  by  the  jews,  *'  to 
shorten  the  age  of  the  worid  from  5500  to  3760,  at  th^  time 
of  Jesus  Christ,  by  waj  of  prcjof  that  he  could  npt  be  the  Mes- 
siah, it  being  an  ancient  tradition  that  he  vras  to  come  in  the 
sixth  chiliad,  founded  upon  a  mystical  interpretation  of  the  six 
days  of  creation^  as  figurative  of  the  duration  of  the  world  for 
6000  years,  to  be  followed  by  a  sahha$b  or  rest  Jar  ihepeopknf 
pod,  (Heb.  tV.  9,)  of  1000  yearf,  (Rev,  xx.  2.)  To  this  no- 
tion St  Peter  iis  thought  Co  sdlude,  (2  Pet.  iii.  8,  and  Psalm 
?cc.  4*)  See  Prideaux's  Connects— Owen's  Efl^uiry. 
O    2     . 
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bus  expectaffpn  ef^c  Mtsmb;^  generally  ^nd 
well  known,  in  inost  countika  v^htK  they  sq- 
jouraecL 

But  what  put^  beyond  all  doubt  the  opin- 
ion which  the  ancient  jews  held  on  this  sub- 
ject, was  the  answer  ^yen.  to  the  piropoeed 
aiquiry  by  the  jewbh  Sanhedrim,  a  Httle 
before  the  coming  of  our  Saviour;  within 
what  period  of  time  the  Messiah  was  to  be 
expected,  and  what  was  to  be  the  pUce  of  his 
birth  ?  And  they  decided,  that  within  fifty 
years  he  must  necessarily  appear,  and  be  born 
at  Bethlehem,  Daniel,  in  his  prophecy  of 
the  seventy  weeks ^  has  so  decisively  fix;ed  the 
time,  that  the  opinion  of  the  Sanhedrim  found- 
ed on  that  authority,  and  verified  by  fact,  is 
an  undeniable  proof  of  the  correct  sense  which 
the  jews^  at  that  time^  had  of  these  prophe* 
cies;  although  they  rejected  Jesus  fcwr  the 
apparent  meanness  of  his  appearance,  and  that 
poverty  of  spirit  which  he  inculcated  ;  but 
which  they  neither  relished,  nor  understood 
Since  it  has  become  necessary  for  them  to 
recede  from  the  ancient  sense  of  the  propbe* 
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cies^  Daniel,  /or  hie  contumacy  and  6tubhorii 

pui^qtu^itf,  incapable  c^  any  aophisdcation^ 

has  been  degraded  from  bU  rank  amongst  the 

prophets^  and  is  clashed  by  the  latter  jewi 

amongst  the  Hagiographa,  or  hdy  writing* 

of  iafeiior  authority.     Thb  is  a  wonderful 

proof  of  the  force  of  prejudice  in  r^gioul; 

controversy,  which  in  other  cases,  as  well  al 

in  this  of  the  jews,  has  been  found  to  grow 

from  bad  to  worse,  and  from  a  wilful  Hind^ 

ness  to  become  ^  judicial  incapadty^ . 

With  how  great  a  minuteness  of  circum* 
stantiaKty,  all  the  prophecies  of  the  Messiah 
were  •  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christy 'is  generally 
known  amongst  us.  And  I  proceed  now  in 
continuation,  to  shew  how  very  particularly 
those  also  have  been  made  gopd^  which  relate 
tO'the  dispersion  of  Israel^  and  their  casting 
o^for  ^heir  unheKef* 

We  have  contemplated  the  modern  state  of 
the  jews,  as  it  has  been  portrayed  by  the  figu*- 
rative  pencil  of  the  prophets,  in  a  variety  df 

^  Romans  xi.  20»  * 
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'   fittt  the  boldness  of  even  this  striking  edd- 
blem  df  modirn  yudatsm^  is  stitl  exceeded  by 
another  more  bold  and  extraordinary,  in  £ze« 
Bel,  (Chap.  xxxviL)     The  holy  prophet^  in 
a  vision,  is  introduced  into  a  valley  filled  with 
human  bones,  exhibiting  marks  of  their  hav- 
ing  continued  thar?  a  long  time,  by  the  dry 
(edition  in  which  they  appeared.     The  qu^- 
ticHx  is  then  put  to  him,  if  it  be  possible  for 
these  bones  ever  to  receive  a  capability  of  the 
powers  of  life  any  more  ?    The  prophet  vdae- 
ly  refers  to  the  infinite  knowledge  and  power 
pf  God  himself  for  the  answer*     In  (»:der 
tiben  to  carry  on  this  fiine  hiaroglyphic  to  its 
completion,  and  that  it  may  answer  the  ^Hbe 
and  prophetic  purpose  intended  by  it^  Ezekiel 
is  commanded  topropbeay  to  these  bones^  and 

-  *  In  imitatxott  of  x\m  prophecy  to  the  dry  hones  $  the  papkts 
hare  a  multkade  of  childish  Ifgends,  fabiicated  by  xJ^pkus 
fraud  of  lying  monk9»  for  the  edificatios  of  theiz'  church,  in  the 
stead  of  lessons  of  holy  scripture;  which  were^  at  least  in  those 
times,  spread  very  thin  and  sparingly  before  them.  But  these 
copies  have  neither  the  spirit  of  this  original pbtMre^  nor  its  pro- 
phetical import.  Such  imitation?  are  the  legends  of  St  An- 
thony preadiing  to  thefyhest  St  Francis  to  the  hirds,  one  saint 
to  the  hogs,  and  another  to  the  asses,  and  St  Bede  even  to  the 
stones  ;  and  all  with  miraculous  and  converting  effect !     Jere- 
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B&y  unto  them,  "  O,  ye  dry  bones,  htit  tbe 
Tvord  of  the  Lord.  Thm  salth  the  LoiSd  God 
Unto  these  bodes :  Behold  I  will  cause  breath 
to  enter,  into  you,  and  ye  Aall  live.  And  I 
will  lay  isinews  upon  you,  and  will  bring  up 
flesh  Upon  you,  and  coyer  you  with  skin,  and 

miah  (Lam.  iv.)  gives  a  description  of  the  fallen  state  of  Is- 
rael  very  similar  to  this.     The  punishment  oF  the  daughter  of 
Jerusalem  is  more  aevererhe  says,  than  that  of  Sodom,  whiih 
Was  overthrown  in  a  nomeift ;  bi|t  JsraipP*  is  a  conUnutd  destrm* 
/ion.     Her  religious  professors,  foi-merly  glorious  before  God 
in  the  beauty  of  hoFmesSf  are  now  as  deeply  sunk  in  spiritual  de- 
J^radation.     **  Their  visage  is  blacker  than  a  coal,  tJiey  are  not 
known  in  thfe  strfeets  of  Jerusalem,"— in  the  church  br  spiritiial 
city  of  God>— ."  their  skin  ckaveth  to  their  bones ;  it  is 
withered,  it  h  become  like  a  stick,"— they  resemble  a  dead 
body  and  not. a  living  one.     That  this  all  relates  to  the  last^  or 
Roman  captivity  of  Israel,  is  manifest  from  the  concluding  part 
of  the  chapter,  wherein  he  ascribes  this  infliction  of  punish- 
jnenfc  to  their  guilt  for  **  thd  Mood  of  the  just,"  (ver,  I3j)  and 
says,  **  the  breath  pf  our  nostrils,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord, 
was  taken  in  their  pits,"  (ver.  20,)     He  alludes  (ver,  15)  to 
their  rejecting  of  the  apostiei  after  Christ,  and  (ver.  19)  to  the 
ptirsuit  of  the  Roman  eaglu  after  them  ;  and,  finally,  he  says 
that  this  is  the  hut  captivity,  and  the  full  accomfliibment  of  their 
iniquity;  and  that  hereafter  the  cvp  of  vengeance  fhall  le  put 
Into  the  hand  of  the  aaughter  of  EJom,  or  Rome,  whose  drunken'^ 
nets  in  blood  and  spiritual  nahdness^  by  the  discovery  of  her  sin&, 
is  predicted  agreeably  to  Ret.  xvii.  6, 16,  and  other  prophecies, 
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put  br&th  in  you^  arid  yc  shall  live,  and  ye 
shall  know  that  1  am  the  Lord.  So  I  prophe- 
sied as  I  was  commanddd )  and  as  I  prophe- 
sied there  was  a  great  noise,  and  behold  a 
6hakmg;  and  the  bones  came  together,  bone 
to  Us  bone.  And  when  I  bdield^  lo!  the 
sinews  and  the  flesh  came  up  upon  them,  and 
the  skin  covered  them  above :  but  there  was 
no  breath  in  them*  Then  said  be  unto  me 
prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy^  s6n  of 
man,  and  say  to  the  wind,  thus  ssdth  the  Lord 
God,  come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath, 
and  breathe  upon  these  slain  that  they  may 
tive.  So  t  prophe»ed,  and  the  breath  came 
into  them,  and  they  lived  and  stood  up  upon 
thdr  feet,  an  exceeding  great  army.'^ 

The  explanatibh  of  this  vi^oil  ii  j^ven  im- 
mediately afterwards,  to  this  efieet:  that  the 
ipeople  of  Israel  should  one  day  be  reduced  to 
io  low  and  bopeldss  a  conditidn^  axid  that  also 
of  so  long  a  continuance^  that  they  shall  be  re-* 
duccd  to  the  utmost  despair,  when  lb !  on  the 
sudden,  a  complete  and  unexpected  restoration 
shall  be  vouchsafed  to  them  by  Erovidence^ 
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^nd  Be  that  sifdttend  Israel^  will  also 
him»  "  Behold !  they  say,  our  bones  are  dried, 
and  otir  hope  is  lost,*  we  are  cut  off  for  our 
parts.'*  TTius  they  will  sooner  give  up  the 
truth  of  prophecy  and  the  infallibility  of  the 
power  and  faithfulness  of  Gbd,  and  even  tbe^ 
oath  which  he  swutetti  their  father  ^jtiraham^f 
than  they  will  yield  to  Jesus  Christ.  Yet  evert 
from  this  condition  of  utter  despah-^  and  al-- 
itiost  absolute  d^th,  life  art  J  salvation  springs 
up  to  them,  and  they  shall  become  holiness  to 
the  Lord.  ^  Therefore,  prophesy,  and*  say 
Unto  them,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  behold, 
O  my  people,  I  will  x)pet^  youk  graves; 
and  cause  you  to  come  up  out  of  your  graves, 
^ndbringyou  into  t&e  lanu  of  Israel. 

*  The  jews  t^  expea  the  coming  of  Messiah^  notwithstand- 
ing they  are  i^educed  to  a  state  of  ^most  absolute  despair  of 
any  such  event,  by  the  failuipe  of  all  their  calculations  of  the 
time,  an4  the  frequent  dehmon  of  them  hj  false  Christs;  and  esA 
pe(»ally  by  the  argument  againti  them,  that  i&  tbe  pro^ia 
marks  hy  which  he  nvae  to  be  knowtif  are  become  extinct,  an4 
are  gone  by.  They  have  therefore  pronounced  a  heavy  ana- 
thema against  any  who  shall  make  any  more  calculations  upon 
that  subject. 

t  Luke  i.  73. 
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And  thea  ^all  ye  know  that  Ihave  spokea  i^^ 
^nd  performed  it,  sai^  the  Lord  j" — your  mft-» 
delity  shall  be  changed  into  wonder  and  faith, 
and  your,  despair  into  gratitude  and  repent-^ 
lui^e  of  your  past  dlsobedieixce« 

I  have  quoted  this  vj»-y  singular  prophecy 
0t  large,  because  I  think  it  affords  decisive 
evidence,  that  the  Ifit^g  looked  for  conversion  (^ 
tbejews^  will  ©ot  be  brought  about,  as  some 
have  maintained,  by  a  slaw  and  gradual  melt-, 
ing  away  of  the  ice  of  their  frozen  infidelity, 
before  the  rays  of  the  goq)el  sim ;  but  by  a, 
s\multanepus  and  suddcti  impression^  made  up- 
on that  wholq.  pepple ;  God  (of  hia  mercy,)^ 
removing  the  veil  from  ^heir  harts.  They 
have  resisted  both  the  light  and  heat  of  the 
sun  of  righteousness^  shining  in  its  meridian 
splendour,  during  the  preaching  and  miracles 
of  Christ  aAd.  his  aposdes,  aud  in  the  very  age. 
of  conversbn.  No  difficuMcs  have  startled 
them,  nor  any  arguments  roused  them  from 
their  deep  sleep;  but  length  of  time  hath  had 
the  iU  effect  upon  them  nationally,  which  it 
^0  cx)mmonly  has  upon  sinners  in  general  ii\- 
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tiividually ;  they  have  only  become  rmrejiitii 
in  the  error  of  their  waye,  and  the  harder  to 
be  converted.  They  have,  with  the  same 
obstinacy  as  at  the  first,*  repelled  all  the  evi* 
dences  which  Christianity  has  to  offer  them  j 
by  ^^  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies^  both  of  the 
Jewish  and  christian  scriptures;  by  the  succesi 
ef  the  gospd;  by  the  persecutiMi  it  should 
overcome,  and  the  siati  of  true  religion  iti 
every  age;  mid  lastly,  by  the  long  abandon^ 
tnent  of  tbtir  own  nation^  the  disappointment 
of  their  vain  hope,  and  the  perpetual  miracU 
of  thdur  preservation  unto  this  day. 

There  certainly  seems  to  be  some  signaj 
purpose  ©if  God  intended  to  be  answered,  by 
l^is  perpetuating  the  preservation  of  the  jews,^ 
fpr  1700  years,  as  a  distinct  nation;  and  deli-, 
vering  so  many  wonderful  prophecies  concerns 
ing  diem,  during  their  state  <tf  abandonment  5 
and  particularly  at  the  time  when  it  draws 
towards  \X%  termination ;  which  purpose  caa 
scarcely  be  answered  by  an  obscure  andunnoti^ 
ced  disappearance  of  that  people,:  their  convjr-i. 

♦  Acts  xiil,  3tlnV 
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9ioa  vviU  undoubtedly  be  the  immediate  act  ot^ 
God,  and  will  draw  as  much  attention  to  it 
£rom  the  world,  as  their  dispersion  did.     For 
the  ten  tribes  were  not  so  pr(Merved,  but  w^c 
^oon  lost,  and  blended  with  the  nations  where 
they  were  scattered.     The  prophecies  speak 
of  a  great  and  sudden  augmentation  of  glory 
(o  God,  from  the  fact  of  the  conversion,  and 
restCMsdon  of  Israel  to  tbtir  own  landy  which 
latter  part  of  God's  fully  and  repeatedly  de^ 
glared  purfose^  can  scarcely  be  made  good,  if 
the  Jewish  nation  shall  have  been  impercepti- 
bly absorbed,  and  lost  amongst  the  chtistians« 
St  Paul  perfectly  coincides  with  the  idea  geq,e- 
ipX  amongst  the  prophets,  diat  it  is  a  mystery, 
which  shall  not  be  cleared  up  until  the  fullness 
of  the  gentiles  is  com  in^  and  then  all  Israel 
fball  $e  saved  ^'^-'^nd  th^t  as  the  unhappy 
fasting  away  of  tbeni.  proved  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  gentile  v^orld,  the  r^r^/WiP{f  oftbem 
again  will  be  as  grisa^  iand  unexpected  a  joy,  as 
life  suddenly  restored  to  the  dead.  (Rom.  xL) 

It  seems  to  be  intimated  in  the  prophedcs, 
^l\at  God  will  take  them  by  the  hand,  as  in  the 
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{iap  of  their  ^otning  out  of  Egypt  f  and  makli 
bare  the  arm  of  his  power,  by  judgments 
upon  their  enemies  and  q)pres6ora,  operating 
in  favour  of  their  emancipatiori  J  ia  which  cir^ 
cumstance  especially  the  resemblance  will  pro- 
bably consist,  between  xh^frst  or  ancient  Ex^ 
vdusj  out  of  the  real  Egypt,  and  the  second^ 
Dtit  of  the  mystical  Egypt,  or  captivity  by  thd 
Rbmans.     For  it  is  clear,  from  many  prophe^^i 
cies  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  consider  iri 
another  place,  that  the  representatives  df  the  an-* 
ticnt  Roman  empire,  perpetuated  in  a  changed 
fonn,  are  still  considered  in  prophecy  as  thfe 
taptors  and  destroyers  of  Istaely  and  are  spdken 
of  as  such,  under  die  prophetic  attributes  ap^ 
jpropriateto  the  power,  of  .ancient  Rome,  as 
being  terrible^  and  strong  as  iron,     ^  TMl 
multitude  of  THE  T^RUIEJJL  ON£S  shall  be^ 
come  as  chafi^  that  passeth  away :  yea  it  sbaU 
be  at  an   instant  suddenly.     Thou  shalt  brf 
Visited  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  ^^ith 
thunder,  and  with  earthquake,  and^reat  noise j 
with  stornl  and  tempest^  and  the  flame  of  de* 
touring  fire/*  (Isa.  xxix.  s.)f     "  When  he 

♦  igaialt  X.  24)  %u  11*  f  Psalm  ixxv.  H^  6/- 


113 

«hall  have  scattefed  the  people  that  delight  la 
war,  then  shall  the  PRiNCBsf  come  out  of 
^gypt4"  (Psalm  Ixviii.  30.)  These  are  the 
Gommon  prophetic  indications  of  political  re- 
volutions. The  prophet  proceeds  to  speak  of 
the  opposition  that  9haU  be  raised  up  ag^nst 
the  mighty  purpose  of  god,  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  his  people,  and  in  a  fine  figure 
jjbcws  the  vanity  of  the  attempt. 

In  this  prophecy  of  Ezekiel  to  the  dry  bones, 
I  conceive  it  was  intended  by  way  of  comfort 
to  the  jews,  at  that  time  depressed  by  the  Ba* 
by  Ionian  captivity;  to  assure  them  of  the  great 
and  miraculous  mercies  that  God  had  in  resen^e 
for  his  people,  Ms  elcct^  even  in  the  lowest 
state  of  despondency  to  which  any  people 
could  be  reduced ;  by  a  re-settlement  in  their 
own  land^  which  should  be  exempt  from  mis^ 

•  f  The  converted  jeivSf  called  bngs  and  priests  unto  Gody  ia 
eommon  with  other  saints  in  the  milienium,  (Rev.  i.  5,)  and 
dalled  the  tings  of  the  east,  (Rev.  xvi.  12.)  See  their  joyfitl 
retnra»  (Isa.  xzxv.  10. — lu  Q.) 

%  The  mystical  name  of  Rome^  that  great  city>  or  ecclesi- 
astical hierarchy  and  confederacy  against  Christ,  **  which  spirit- 
ually is  sailed  §odom— and— Egypt." '  (Rev,  xi.  8.)   • 
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jFottune  or  affliction  any  more.     Andiarther, 
I  also  suppose  it  was  intended  hereby  to  fore- 
tell, to  the  gtncratidn   wblcb  shall  be  aiive^ 
^when  the  lime  of  its  accomplishment  is  it  hand, 
the  manner  and  circumstances  with  which  this 
'visitation^   or  great  and  glorious  Jajt  of  the 
JLord  shall   open  upon  them.  *  That  their 
blinded  eyes  shall  be  opemidy  and  their  long 
closed  eats  be  imstopped,  and  thdr  graves,  in 
vrhich  for  many  centuries  Aey  have  been  ly- 
ing politically  dead  and  buried,  shall  be  throwti 
open,  and  they  shall  come  forth  regenerated 
and  re*animated  by  grace,  and  strengthened 
by  the  eo-operaiion  of  fitvoiirable  contingen- 
cies, or  providential  interpoation,  to  the  suo* 
cessful  vindication  of  thdr  religious  and  civil 
rights,  and  the  recovery  dF  the  land  of  their 
inheriumce.     In. such  circumstances,  this  pro- 
phecy wiU  havte  a  great  influence  upon  that 
awaked  people^  for  the  confirmation  of  their 
faith,  that  the  call  at  that  dme  sent  to  them  is 
no  delusion,  but  the  voice  of  God  **  speaking 
comfortably  to  Jerusalem,  and  crying  to  her 
that  her  war&re  is  accomplished,  that  her  in- 
iquity i^  pardoned:  for  ihe  hath  received  of 
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the  Lord's  Jiand  double  ;for  all  ha  ans.*^  (Isa. 
xl.  2.)  •^  Awake,  awake,  iStaod  up,  O  Jeru- 
saleoi,  which  hast  drunk  .at  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  the  cup  of  his  fury ;  thou  hwt  drunken 
the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembtiqg,  and  wrung 
them  out.  Therefore  hear  now  thls^  thou  af- 
flicted and  drunken^  but  not  with  wine*  Thus 
saith  thy  Lord^  the  Lord,  and  thy  God,  that 
pleadeth  the  cause^^of  his  people.  Behold !  I 
have  taken  out  of  :tlune  hand  the  cup  of  trem* 
bling,  eveii  the  dregs  of  the  cup  oE  my  iury* 

thou    ^ak    NO    MOItE.  fiftlNK   IT    AGAIN. 

But  I  will  put  it  into  die  hand  of  them  that 

afflict  thee ;  which  have^aid  td  thy  4K)u1,  how 

4owQ  that  .we  may  go.aioer :  and  .tiioa  iiast 

laid  thy  body  aa  the  ground,  and  as  the  street 

to  them  that  went  oven"  (Isa^  li.  17,12 1,  &c) 

i— The  jews  will  thienjhe  xontvinced^dxat  God 

is  true  tp  his  word,  that  Jesut  is  /5&rir  Zon/, 

an  J  Jehovt^^  land  the  mysiic{H  S&md^  ,that 

king  which  ^*  tJbey  would  Hot  kdvc  id  rdgn 

over  themr  all  which  is  implied  i|i  Ihe  woc^ 

of  Ezekiel's  propiieeyf  *^*,  And  ye  shall  ^wcm 

THAT  I  AM  THE  LoRD,  when  I  iiaFct)pcnfid 

your  graves,  O  my  people,  and  brought  yo^ 


up  out  of  your  graves^  stnd  diaH  put  my  spirit 
in  you,  and  ye  shall  live;  aiid  I  shall  place  you^ 
in  YOUK  owtTJUiNDT  then,  shall  ye  know 
that  i*  the  Lord  ^  Have  spok^tt  it^  aad  pcarform-. 

ed  it,  saith  the  Lord;^^  : 

■  ^  » 

'  Whatever  faet  aliall'  ttirn  out  to  be  the  Terifl-: 
cation  of  this  promise,  as-no  event  has^  ever 
yet*  been  in  any  degree  commensurable  to  itj 
doubtless  it  will  be  yi  token  such  asdlltbcnborW 
may  see ;^  and  acknowledge;  as  to  the  calaad^ 
ties  the  peopte  of  Israel-  have  endured, '  all  na^ 
tions  zndail^  generations  have  l^en  w^khessek 
It  wiU  be  aii  evidence  to  the*  truth  of  divine 
revehition,  of ^  such  a-*  naturfe  as  infiddity-has  • 
often  caUed^acv  and  can  havt  no  objection  to 
oflfer  against  it,  if  ahy  thing  can' by  sceptics  be- 
allowed  to  be  uisot^eetiohable. 

*  Tbare  is  a  marked  oppKcalkm'of  th^  nam^  of  ^hvok  wc 
both  Isaiah's  ao4  Ezekkl's  prophecies  to  Chipiat^-as>&«  is  the 
alone  m,ediaior  that  j^eadeth  the  cause:  of  hisffiople,  and  the  God 
of  thir  theocracy  y  the  angel  of  the  covtkanl^  the  shechina  of  the 
tab<«madc  and tei&J>k,  tsA  the  img  of  IshteK  (isa.xKii,  15 ;' 
Zech*  ix.  9.)  The.shame  aud  cpfnptiBC|ioii  of  the  qeppwtat 
jews,  (after  their  eyes  are  opened,)  for  having- denied  him. 
these  claims,  is  the  subject  of  many  prophecies, 

Q  2 


115 

A  propliet  perhaps,  shall  hfi  sent  to  speak 
to  the  jews^  at  that  time  exceedingly  dejeoted^ 
and  as  it  were  /iead!^  with  respect  to  the  hope 
of  redemption,  having  no  lon^  any  other 
idea  than  this;  **  our  bones  are  dried ^  and  our 
hope  is  lost !  we  are  cut  off  for  our  parts  J'* — 
lie  spoUcs  to  them  in  th«  name  of  the  Lord, 
of  the  very  numerqus  ai\d  ?itrqng  promises 
that  they  never  sbail  be  f^rsahn^  ^nd  ojF  tbe 
Qotb  by  which  he  has  bound  h^nw^  tl\at  be 
will  not  fail  David    And  he  reminds  them, 
that  as  it  is  impossible  &r  God  /^  deceive^  or 
bf  bimsdf  deceived^  so  al^p  l;jbit  time  for  die 
performance  of  his  word  19  at  hand,  cmt  it 
must  be  giv^  up  for  ever.T-Tho^  whom 
the  lethargy  of  spiritual  and  4eatfalike  slran- 
ber  hath  benumbed,  ^pe  pot  easily  awaked 
The  unhappy  jews,  mOTeoyer,  have  been  so. 
often  deluded  to  their  augmented  ruin,,  by 
false  Cbrists^  and  propbets  of  deceitful  peace ^ 
that  we  may  suppose  them,  at  thb  time^  more 
wise  and  cautious^  in  examining  the  creden- 
tials of  such  a  mess^ii^,  and  compving.the 
neasonablene^  and   consi^xncy  of  his  doc- 
trine, with  all  tbat  tbe  propbets  have  spoken^ 
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{^erhaps  t^e  customary  and  anciefiit  propbetk 
/^^^jy  upon  an  occasion  so  wotthj  oi  de$mrpm 
siration  of  the  spirit  and  power ^  may  be  added 
to  the  commission  of  such  a  Mediator.  For 
were^d  of  the  great  trumpet  to  be  blown ^ 
to  assemble  the  out  cJSTsf  of  Israel^  that  is,  the 
RSMNANT9  preserved  bycthe  special  care  of 
divine  Providence,  even  to  the  latter  end  of 
t|ie  last  days:  and  of  aa  ishsi&n  to  be  set 
up,  ia  some  remari^ble  manner,  or  conspicu-r 
ous  place,  as  a  point  of  rendezvous  for  the 
formation  of  an  exceeding'  great  army.  And 
in  fine,  that  the  restoration  of  the  jews  to  po^ 
l^ti^al  life  and  consequenceyShdll  not  be  e&cted 
hut  widi  the  great .  astoni^hmrat  and  adnunu 
tionoithe  ^irorld?  under  the  favoring  aus- 
p^s  of  the  powers  truly  christian,  and  to  the 
temor  c£  their  enemies,  even  "  la/  in  tie  daysr 
qfqld.''  (MicahyiL  15,  |6,  17.) 

. '    *         '         •'     ■ ,        '(•  >  "       ' 

.i^t.  to  restrict  conjecture  to  the  lowest  ^ 
{ntch.of  cQipmon  pcobafaillty.     We  may  mp*  * 
ppse  the  jews  as  capablf:  of  luadng  and  judg-  ^ 
jQg  of  any  reasonable  proposition,  as  other 
p^ple  are^  when  God^  of  hie  r^tti.fping  (pw?, . 


ahall  have  removed  the  veil  from  their  bearh^ 
and  opened  their  eyes,  by  disapating  tbejudh- 
dai  blindness  inflicted  upoa  them  ia  his  ven- 
geance, and  of  which  the  undeniable  infiisence 
hath  been  in  every  age,  notorious  to  all  man-* 
kind  except  themselves*  They  will  then  be 
more  competent  to  determine  the'  poiilts  in 
controversy,  upon  a  cool  and  candid  revi^on 
of  the  question  with  their  chtittian  opponents. 
They  wiH  of  themselves  see  the  prophecies 
which.have  been  alledged  agsdnst  them,  with 
new  eyes,  and  hearts  open  to  the  admission 
of  trudr ;  and  be  feelingly  convinced  of  the 
lame  shifta  their  learned  and  ingenious  Rabbi's 
have  been  put  to,  in  a  vain -but  obstinate  en- 
deavour to  obviate  the  force  of  them,  and 
inaintain  their  position,  that  Jesus  was  net 
the  Christ.  In  this  state  of  suspence  and  be* 
ginning  compunction  of  heart,  the  messengers, 
of  Christ  will  be  heard  with  such  attention,  as 
the  jews  were  never  willing,  or  perhaps  aWe, 
to  yield  to  them  before:  and  Ais  point  gain-- 
cd,  their  restoration  wiH^then  be  attended  with 
n6  more  or  greater  difficulties,  than  the  vtdg'ar 
rf««^'(a/^*and'transpo^tions  of  crowns,- which' 
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'\n  tills  age  of  wondeps,  almost  le^r^^cemil!^ 
year  prcsefitsus^- with*  *  . .  ?u 

la  whatever  roatitier  the  appKcatkil  df  sueli 

an  apoetk  be  made'to  the  people  df  the  j^wi, 

-  in  such  altered  ^rcmmstan^res,  -ilnd  mth  a  Maisi 

of.miad  as:!  hai^  suppd^,  (and  ^hi^h  »^ 

cessarily  must  be  the  case,  whenever  their  su-^ 

pematural prtjndii^e  giVes  Way;)  it  will  hapire  a 

great  and  sudden  effe<Jt»    If  he  addresses  feett 

by  a  pfrsmal  mims^ryj  and  shews  them  '<beir 

.present  foflom  condition  m  clearly  represent* 

ed  in  their  own  prophets  as  it  is,  together 

With  the  causes  to  whicih  fhey%d,'^^  attributed 

jheir  ^uffeyiags^  how  can  they  any Ipx^gerjre* 

luie  to  admit  the  truth  of  hie  premises^    ^Qt 

iffy  ipistks^*  in  the  mattner  of  the  jostles 

*  The  effect  of  ihe  ^pts^h,  sent  to  tlie  chustian  .chjUcheiSi 
in  aid  of  the  pei5K>nal  minifitry  of  the  apostles,  mu^t  hftve  ieeft 
irery  great,  and  sufh  a  mthod  of  cxdting  the  expectaHott  and 
attention,  of  the  jeura  at  the  critied  time  may  be  dqiteKy. 
so.  The  prophet  laaiahy  ^viii,  2$  seems  to  allude  tt»:ftome- 
i\mg  of  thi»  Borty  upon  that  occa^on  of  hkmngtbetnfinp'iti^ 
Jlsraeis  ^^  sending  embassadors  by  the  sea>  even  in  teasels  of 
tulrushes  upon  ^the  waters,  ^ying,  go  ye  swift  messengers* * 
itc. .  These  ^mfi  mwengers  Bishop  Lowthi'in  a  nofei  thictei 
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t^f  Jesos,  he  reaflons  the  tase  with  them  incffe 
at  large ;  how  can  they  deny  the  prudence  cf 
the  exhortation  he  will  give  them,  to  rt^on^ 
iuier  the  ftioiUr  in  solemn  conference  togeflier, 
with  unanimoua  and  earnest  supplication  to  the 
God  of  their  fethers,  for  his  peculiar  illuminar- 
^n  and  gtau^  in  so  serious  a  coxljundtuire  ? 

The  happy  effect  of  such  a  well-timed  ap- 
plication cannot  be  doubtedf  even  if  we  sup- 
pose the  gift  of  miracles^  or  other  propbttle 
tokens  of  a  divine  inspiration  and  commissioa 

may  mean  not  any  eniaikadors  tpeclally  afpmiejy  but  the  or^ 
nary  conveyart  of  newt*  But  it  seems  more  probable  that  lett&tf 
•r  nreukr  and  general  epistks  to  tiejetuif  are  toeant  there;  since 
no .oth<r  messenger  could  be  conveyed  upon  the  eea,  though 
they  might  be  upon  the  Ni1e»  m  veiieU  ofhdruthoet  ^fapyrm* 
Biit  as  this  was  the  only  material  of  which  paper  fpr  writing 
was  anciently  made^  it  may  be  a  very  sufficient  vessel^  or  infolds 
Ing  materiaif  foi*  the  conveyance  of  news  either  by  sea  or  land* 
The  jewi  being  dispersed  m  all  nations,  the  comnuinicatioii 
must  reach  ihem  iyiea,  as  well  as  by  land.  The  epithet 
"  iwift/'  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  oH  ep&itolary  messenger ; 
and  being  seilt  upon  the  waters f  (a  common  figure  oFpedple  and 
nal^atUf)  intimates,  in  figurative  language,  their  bemg  forward* 
ed  from  nation  to  nation.  The  figurative  expres^on,  SWw 
7Tff/frr«y  winged  words,  in  Homer,  is  more  bold  than  this  of 
•'  intelligencers  conveyed  in  vehicles  of  paper,"  in  Isaiah^  •  ' 
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out  of  the  question;  provide  J  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  messenger  shall  be  pla^ 
ced,  be  providentially  such,  as  shall  vindicate 
his  humane  and  pious  attempt  from  the  obvi- 
ous su^icion  of  interested  or  ambitious  views; 
fron^  which  even  the  meekness  and  modesty 
of  Mosescould  not  exempt  Inm,  though  arm- 
ed with  the  majesty  of  a  divine  Power. 

*•  So  I  prophesied  as  I  was  commanded^ 
and  as  I  prophesied,  there  was  a  noise.'' 
Seasonable  and  sound  reasoning,  backed  by 
divine  grace  with  a  peculiar  force  of  impres- 
sion, at  this  time  begins  to  take  effect  upon 
their  minds,  awakeaing  from  their  long  and, 
/iecp  sk€p.  A  communication  of  their,  alter- 
ing sentiments  and  new  bopes^  spreads  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning,  which  may  give  a 
second  fulfilment  to  our  Saviour's  words, — : 
*'  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man 
be.'*  (Matt*  xxiv.)  A  noise  and  bustle,  un- 
usual amongst  that  palsied  people,  begins  to 
arise.  *'And  behold!  a  shaking, . and  the 
bones  cam^  together,  bone  to  his  bone."*-^ 
The  effect  is  soon  encreased  by  political  iqeelt'^ 


ings  and  associations,  perhaps  permitted  by 
the  civil  governments  under  vvrhich  the  jews 
live,  or  if  otherwise,  yet  by  divine  Providence 
brought  about  in  opposition  to  their  unjust 
restraint.  For  thus  at  first  the  faith  of  Christ 
made  its  way,  and  the  Mood  of  the  martyrs 
was  the  seed  of  the  church.  In  this  state  of 
forwardness,  the  holy  cause  advances  with 
rapid  progress,  and  the  dry  bones  are  soon 
covered  with  sinews^  for  the  cementing  of 
their  union,  and  Jlesb^  or  means  of  support, 
and  power  of  motion.  This  figure  seems  to 
intimate  the  regular  sjfetetoatic  organization 
of  corresponding  societies,  ^nd  con^egated 
bodies  of  jews,  and  the  liberal  subscription  of 
their  own  wealth  d^nd  power,  and  that  of  ali 
the  well-wishers  to  their  cause,  wifh  the  like 
disinterestedness  and  holy  enthusiasm  to  that 
which  distinguished  the  christian  religion,  in 
its  first  efforts  for  sdf-preservitioh.  ^  Tbe^ 
bad  all  things  in  common^  and  sold  bouses  and 
iandsy  and  hid  down  the  monty  at^  thi  dpostkt 
feet.'^  *•  The  skin  also,''  (says  the  prophet,) 
•Covered  theifr  above,  b\it  there  was  yet  no 
bireath*'in-  tiiem*"~The  -jews  had  ^feen-  aH 


along  a  nationy  (and  not  merely  a  religious 
^ect^  distinct  and  separate  from  every  people 
an\ong  whom  they -sojourned ;  bjat  scatteredi 
find  without  ^y  political  i^iion  or  concert^ 
or  any  .connecting  ties  except  those  of  reli- 
gion alone,  like  dry  and  separated '^a;/V^.  But 
now,  by  the  almighty  fiat,  bone  had  come  to 
bis  konCy  and .  there  wanted  no  property  of  a 
living  body,  but  $be  breath  or  soul,  which  as 
in  jhe  original  creation  of  man,  so  her^  also, 
is  the  last  act  of  this  spiritual  creation,  and 
the  perfectipg  of  the  work  of  GoA 

In  this  wonderful  prophecy,  there  is  a 
marked,  and  (perhaps  slowly)  progressive  ad^- 
Hmncementy  of  the  mysterious  process  of  rege- 
neration, by  several  steps ;  perhaps  unob^r- 
ved,  or  deemed  af  trivial  importance  at  the 
time^  Thus  often  in  the  course  of  God's  pra- 
yi^^ntial  *  government  of  the  world,  mighty 
revolutions  are  beforehand  preparing  in  se- 
cret, and  from  $mall  beginnings  events  of 
^he»  utmost  msgnitude  originate.  When  all 
things  are  in  a  state  of  suitable  arrangement, 
tlien,   suddenly    and    irresistibly,    the  great 
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change  ctmes.  ^  Then  said  he  unto  me, 
prophesy  unto  the  wind,  prophesy,  son  of 
man,  and  say  to  the  wind,  thus  saith  the 
Lord  God,  come  from  the  four  winds,  O 
breath,  and  breathe  upon  these  skin,  that 
they  may  live." 

There  is  a  grandeur  of  imagery  and  pecu- 
liar sublimity  of  stile  in  this  prophecy^  which 
demands  and  deserves  the  closest  attention  to 
the  mysterious  process,  of  the  regeneration 
and  restoration  of  God's  people.  Ezekiel 
prophesying  to  the  wind^  is  like  Moses,  in 
more  trying  circumstances  to  his  fadth,  pro- 
phesying to  the  sea^  or  like  one  greater  than 
Moses,  whose  omnipotent  voice  stilled  the 
tempestuous  winds  and  the  raging  sea  in  a 
moment,  and  tber£  was  a  great  calm.  (Matt. 
viiL  26.)  There  is  a  frequent  and  striking 
allusion  to  the  Exodus,  and  miraculous  tran- 
sit through  the  Red  Sea,  in  many  of  the  pro- 
phecies of  the  restoration  of  Israel  in  the  las? 
days;  from  which  it  seems  probable,  that  in 
some  respect  there  will  be  an  analogy  between 
the  two  events.     Moses,  in  the  greatest  un- 
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tertainty  of  counsel,  and  depressed  almost  td 
despair  by  the  near  approach  of  Pharoah^A 
host,  and  the  tumukuary  emotions  of  hisowrif 
people,  in  a  situation  so  ill  chosen  in  point  of 
military  skill,  that  it  afforded  neither  the  means 
of  escape  nor  the  chance  of  victory,  is-com- 
manded  to  lift  up  bis  rod  upon  the  sea^  and  lo! 
a  passage  on  dry  ground  through  the  deep  is 
tjpcned  for  Israel 

Possibly  this  prophesying  to  the  winds ^  a  ' 
thing  as  much  out  of  nature  as  crying  to  the 
deep,  **  be  thou  dry^^^  may  import  some  mira- 
culous interposition  in  favour  of  the  jews,  just 
in  the  very  crisis  of  their  fate;  which,  by 
giving  a  turn  to  events  beyond  all  expectation^ 
decides  the  question  of  their  captivity,  and  the 
indignation  is  o*Oer  past.  They  obtain  a  full 
acknowledgment  oftheiir  civil  and  political 
rights,  or  they  successfully  vindicate  their 
claims  by  the  sword.  Tlie  powers  of  re-anl- 
mation,  whatever  may  be  the  real  import  of 

it,  come  upon  them  from  the  four  quarters  of 

' ' '      '      •  i  '  .    '    '  '     '     '  .  * 

*  Istiali  ;tliv.  27. 
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the  world,  **  aftd  they  Hvedy  and  stood  upon, 
their  fcety  an  exceeding  great  army^^  "  I  will 
put  my  spirit  in  you,  and  you  shall  live,  and 
I  will  place  you  in  your  own  land ;  then  shall 
ye  know  that  I  the  Lord  (Christ)  have  spoken 
it,  and  performed  it,  aaith  the  Lord/^ 

Bishop  Atterbury,  and  some  other  com- 
mentators remark  upon  this  prophecy  of  Eze- 
kiel,  that  it  has  been  applied  by  some  of  the 
ancients  to  the  general  resurrection.  But  I 
think  there  are  no  grounds  for  so  far-fetched 
and  very  mystical  an  application  of  a  prophe- 
cy which  is  dose  in  point  to  another  fact^  of 
the  utmost  national  importance  to  the  jews  ; 
nor  any  need  of  such  a  very  figurative  reve^ 
latioa  of.  that  doctrine,  as  it  was  generally 
believed  by  the  ancient  jews,  and  established 
upon  more  clear  and  substantial  declarations,* 
The  prophet  himself  gives  the  right  applica-^ 
tionj  and  the  reason  of  the  prophecy: — be- 
cause they  say,  "  our  bones  are  dried,  and 
our  hope  is  lost,  we  are  cut  off  for  our 
parts ;" — the  prophet  is  therefore  sent  to  as- 

*  Job  xix.  25. — Dan.  xH,  IS. — Matt.  xxii.  31, 


mrft  tkeni)  lliat  as  nothing  is  im)f)0B$ib1e  t'df 
Gbd,  so^  be  that  keepeth  Israel  mfi'neiTber 
slumber  tier  sleep  \^  but  will  litttalt^  fepfacd 
them  in  their  own  lafid\  and  by  the  evident 
signs  of  the  divine  Omnipotence  to  be  exefteii 
in  theiif '  behalf  ori  that  Occasion,  will  make  a 
converting  linpression  upon  their  minds,  that 
they ^hall  then  know  the  Lorid  Jehovah' m. 
truth, '  kud '  that  he  is  that  Messiah  whorii 
they  had  rejected  in  their  unbelief.  Tor  it 
follows  immediately  afterwards. — ^^  So  they 
shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their  God^ 
and  MTf  SERVANT  David*  shall  b]^ 
KING  OVER  THEM,  ahd  they  shall  all  hav^ 
ONE  SHEPHERD,  they  shall  also  walk  in  raty 
judgments,  and  observe  my  statates  arid  da 
them.  And  they  shall  dwell  In  the  land 
that  rliave  given  unto  Jacob  my  servant, 

WHEREIN   VOUR    FATHERS    HAVS   DWELT, 

*  Da¥id^  i&  one  of  the  mystical  names  given  in  propheej'  t<^ 
CJirist  the  Son  of  Davld^  and  of  whom  David  was  a  type. 
The  eternal  throne  here  ascribed  to  him,  shews  that  no  other 
>RmcB  cat!  be  itieSitit  5  and  evei^  circumstance  in  the  f)ropheA 
cy:  shews  e<|ua%  1  think  beyoinf  dispute,  that  a  tUiPd  te^th^ 
ration  to  the  pQuntry  of  Judea^  and  that  in  4h€  latter  da^,  U 
Uso  meant. 


and  they  shall  dwell  therein,  even  they  and 
their  children,  and  their  childrens  children  for 
ever,  and  MY  se^vakt  David  shall  bb 
THEIR  PRINCE  FOR  EVER-  Moreover  I 
will  make  a  covenant  of  peace  with  them. 
It  shall  be  an  everlasting  covenant 
with  them.  And  I  will  place  them,  and 
multiply  them,  and  will  set  my  sanctu- 
ary IN  THE  MIDST  OF  THEM  FOR  EVER-. 
MORE*" 

Not  finding  the  former  application  tenable, 
Atterbury,  Ortervald  and  others,  would  have 
this  prophecy  to  have  been  fulfiUed  already^ 
by  the  restoration  of  the  jews  from  the  seveti^ 
ty  years  captivity;  with  which  it  has  mani* 
festly  as  litde  to  do,  as  with  the  general 
resurrection.  Thus  the  majesty  of  the  pro- 
phecies is  degraded,  and  the  anuzic^g  extent 
and  predion  of  the  forekxiowledge  of  God, 
is  sunk  into  a  comparative  insignificance,  and 
an  apparent  inconsistency  with  matter  of  fact! 
The  circumstances  enumerated  in  this  prophe- 
cy, do  not  correspond  in  one  single  point,  with 
that  first  restoration,  except  that  the  term  r^- 
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storation  litay  be  applied  to  both  feds.  For 
the  restoration  from  the  Babylonian  captivity 
was  m  EFERT  RESPECT  the  very  reverse  of 
this  circumstantial  descrijAion  of  their  return 
in  the  LArrsR  dats.  They  therefore  adrtiit; 
that  the  prophecy  has  indeed  by  some  been 
applied  as  above,  and  is  capable  of  such  a 
sense,  because  the  prophecies  of  the  scripture 
afe  8io  contrived  as  to  comprehend  more  than 
tme  events  and  often  admit  of  a  double  accom* 
pUshment. 

But  the  probability   or  i^her  certainty, 
poising  from  its  own  internal  evidence,  that 
this  is  the  only  irud  ^pplic^ti(m<^ikiS&  prdph^ 
cy,  is  supported  by  other  prophecies  whidh 
.coincide  with  it.    There  are  many  which  de^ 
diare  in  the  plam^t  terms,  that  the  remnoM 
sfUr^U  tbat  k,  the  wjbple  bodydF  that  Bas- 
tion (which  dxalLbe  r<em^niqg,  in  the  period 
of  the  latter  days  alluded  to,  and^  Which  is  stlU 
fiiture ;)  shall  come  to  a  general  and  peniten- 
•  tiid  sense  of  their  own  aiid  their  fathers  sins, 
the  one  in  rejecting,  the  other  in  crucifying 
the  Lordofghry,  \i  Cou  iju .&.-«?♦  James. ii,  i.) 


^e  prophet  Jeremiah,  {l.\4*)  *fter  descrio-^^ 
ing  the  destruction  of  niystical  Babylon^  or  the 
hierarchy  and  religious  confederacy  of  the 
anti-christian.  church,  which  is  to  take  place 
in  the  latkr  days^  by  tremendous  revolutions 
in  all  the  kingdoins  into  which  the  reman 
empire  was  divided;  proceeds  to  relatf  one 
happy  efiFect  that  shall  eventually  rtsult  from 
those  dreadful  convulsions,  which  are  to  be 
the  scourge,  and  at  last  to  inflict  the  deaths 
wound  of  popery.  **  In  those  days,  and 
at  THAT  TIME,  saith  the  Lord,  the  children 
of  Israel  shall  come,  they  and  the  children  of 
Judah  together,*  going  and  i;irEfii>iNG,  they 
shall  go  and  seek  the  Lord  tHEtit  Gdb;" 
That  Christ  is  the  Lord  their  God,  whom 
they  ar^  now  inclined  to  seek,  and  atknow^ 
ledge  with  teairs  of  penitential  sorrow,  &  plain ; 
because  from  the  time  of  Jeremiah,  the  jews 
have  never  othetwise  apostatitsedfrom  the  trm 

God^  than  by  their  ^  refusing  to  hear  that  pitj^- 

'  •     •     *' 

*  The  distmctipi^  of  tbe  trQies  of  Israel  ts  thought  tp.be 
now  losty  though  this  is  not  certain^  and  that  of  Jjadah  is,  no 
doiibt,  kepi  in  the  ancient  manner,  after  which  thcyr  are  indi- 
scriminately waited  Jewfr     "'   ' 
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pfiet  Tdce  unto  Moses,  whom  the. Lord  theip 
God  raised  up  unto  them  of  their  brethren."— ^ 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Messias  of  the  prophets,  the 
^ord  of  glory  and  the  God  of  Israel.     "  They 
shall  ASK  THE  WAY  TO  ZiON,  with  their 
faces  thitherward,    Comc^  §ay  they,  and  let  us 
join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  (Christ)  in  a  per- 
petual covenant  that  shall  not  be  forgotten.''^-^ 
Their  faces  being  turned  towards  ZicHij  or  the 
church  and  truth  of  God,  let  it  be  found 
wherever  it  may ;  with  altered  ininds,  and  a 
sincere  desire  of  instruction  in  the  path-way  of 
Hfe,  Xhej  even  ask  and  gladly  accept  of  TcKgi^ 
ous  instruction  from  without^    They  herato-f 
£bre  deemed  the  mosaic  covenant  a  perpetuab 
om^  and  alledged  this  as  one  of  their  ailments 
against  the  admission  of*  any  o^h^r  hew  cove- 
nant, after  that  band  writing  of  ordinances 
which,  as  being  now  cancelled,  **  Christ  bath 
naUed  to  his  cross."     But  now  their  eyes  and 
hearts  aK  opened  to  a  more  correa  view  of 
the  prophecies,  arid  they  long  for  nothing  so 
ardently  as  to  join  themselves  to  their  God,  in 
his  " new  covenant^-"^  which  he  promised  he 

*  Jer,  xxxi,  SI,  9i3,        ' 
5  2 


1^ 

would  y-put  in  their  inward  parts^  and  write 
upon  their  hearts^ 

The  prophet  thea  prooeeds  to  give  a  very 
affecting  view  of  their  miserable  condition, 
previous  to  this  happy  change.  *'  My  people 
hath  been  lost  sheep,  their  shepherds  have 
caused  them  to  go  astray,  they  have  turned 
them  away  on  the  mountains  ;  they  have 
gone  from  mountain  to  hiU^  they  have  for- 
gotten   THEIR     RESTIKG     PLACE*'* They 

have  wandered  in  vain  from  one  false  hc^ 
to  another,  have  been  the  dupes  of  fake. 
Christs  in  almost  every  age,  and  tamely  given 
themselves  up  for  the  general  direction  of 
their  fittth,  to  "^Mnd  leaders  of  the  kUndT^ 
Their  resting  place^  the  temple  and  altar  of 
God,  have  been  abolished  for  so  many  years, 
that  even  the  remembrance  of  them  is  become 
evanescent,  and  their  restoration  utterly  hope- 
less. And  of  the  Messiah,  the  true  rest^  and 
constant  hope  and  expectation  of  their  fathers^ 
they  have  no  longer  any  distinct  idea,  or  rea- 
sonable expectation ;  but  have  discharged  him 
from  their  minds  altogether,  by  an  anathema 


133 

upon  any  future  discussions  of  die  time  of 
his  coming.  "  All  that  found  them  have  de-» 
voured  them,  and  their  adversaries  said  wq 
pflfend  not,"  (in  any  cruelties  we  inflict  upon 
the  jews,)  "  for  they  haw  stnqdd  against  the 
L.(^d,  the  habitation  of  justice,  even  the  Lord,, 
the  hope  of  their  fcithers."  (Jcr,  L)  That 
is  manifestly,  against  tlie  Messiah  of  Christ* 

This  prophecy  of  Jeremiah  was  writtet^ 
pot  less  than  2^00  years  ago,  yet  the  descrip-^ 
tion  it  gives  of  the  miserable  situation  of  that 
deluded  people,  is  so  accurate  and  just,  that 
iwe  have  evwy  r^asop  tp  injfo  an-^ual  *grce* 
luent  with  fact,  in  the  account  it  gives  of 
th^  repetUancc  and  rcconctBatiQU^  and  th^ 
|ime  when,  and  the  nxapner  in  wUi^h, ,  their 
Ipqg  sufierings  wiU  be  terrq^         , 


SECTION    V. 

ifsraeFs^  repentance  and  moumingy  for  their 
sin  in  rejecting  the  true  Messiah. — God^s 
mercy  vindicated  from  obloau^  in  fj^eir 
restoration. 


Whbk  yre  reflect^  upoa  the  ,\n8doni  and 
power  of  God,  as  they  are  displayed  in  his 
works  of  grace,  we  are  still  more  at  a  loss  to 
give  a  tolerate  account  of  them^  than  when 
we  contemplate  the  same  attributes,  as  they 
are  em|doyed  in  his  works  of  nature.  Most 
wonderful  are  the  £K:ts  that  we  meet  widbi  in 
the  spiritual  history  of  the  jews.  It  is  a  grea( 
mystery  that  so  untractable  and  stiff-necked  a 
people,  should  hare  been  chosen^  before  all  the 
Ikmilies  upon  earth,  to  come  near  to  God  him-* 
l^lf  2  and  have  been  xnade  use  of,  contrary  to 
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their  own  Intentidns,-  and  thdr  prejiidicM,  td 
be  the  enlightencr$  of  the  worljd  by  tli^iy  va- 
rious dkpiersions,  and  thus  to  make  the  tm(es^ 
sdry  J^epargtioa  for  the  light  pf  the  gpspd  09 
flow  in  upon  the  gep.tilq^,ysrhpiil  th^y.^hawdj 
^hile  they  theiMelyes  were  cast  out  into  outfr 
tiarkness^  zxidi  %\SX  coQtinue  in  unbelief  !—I|i 
the  midst  of  §0  many  conjLradictions  to  pFobai>^ 
bility,  we  are  not  to  be  suiprised,  that  so  large 
a  portion  of  die  prophetic  page  has  been  oc- 
cupied with  the  future  fortjiAes  of  thi^  remark*. 
.  able  people.  5  sSnce  we  find  tbt  Keconciliatkn  ^ 
tbem,\&  coQiid^redi  bot^i  by.the  jsyang^licai 
writers  and  the  pnophets^  as  the  principal 
hinge  upon  which  the  grsat  Mentf  §f  the 
last  times  wjH  .tum^  and  '^ats.  tlKs^intit^diidtioQ 
of  a  long  seascm  of  happaneas  to  tb(L  woadd,  m 
.^ba^  Qf»rt^  to  the  serratttidf  God.-r4  pro- 
icecd  to  cite  soifie  fartficr  iSYidences,  that,  the 
jneconciUatiofi  qfi  the  jewa  will  be  ttt^gided 
with  a  littraL^and aciml  rt^ettlement  of  that 
«^^j^/^iQ.P^le^injej  and  wiU  not  consist  mer^ 
.  ly  in  rzjigumt^yt  stttfrn  to  th^  mystical  ZJon, 
or  the  true  Church,  by  their  conversion  to  th« 
faith  of  Christ*     •     . 
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^  llie  gireat  cm:iimst^tiaUty  c^  the  prop^^ 
■itt  descnbing  this  second  Exodus ^  in  which,  ^& 
in  the  first,  none  shall  be  left  behind,  not  even 
fftose  in  a  <:ondition  unfit  fc^  long  travel  j 
asvinces  that  it  shall  be  accomplished  with  the 
sympathy  and  assistance  of  the  christian  pow- 
^etrs,  or  else,  with  a  succour  of  such  a  natufe 
'&om  above,  as  shall  enable  them  to  set  aH 
'opposition  at  defiance.  *^  Behold !  I  vdll 
■bring  them  from  the  north  country,  and  ga- 
th^  them  from  die  coastB  of  the  eardi.  And 
with  them  die  blind  and  the  kme,  the  wo^ 

man  widi  child,  and  her  that  tra^naileth  with 
xhild  together,  a  gr^dt  company  shall  return 
•thither.*    They  shall  come  M4th  W!eeping, 

and  with  SUPPLICATIONS  ivill  I  kad  them. 
I  will  cause  them  to  walk  by  the  rivers  df 
-ifwttearsi'*     (Their  being  deprived  of  the  wa^ 

Msofiift^  in  their  melancholy  captivity,  had 
^been  the  distingmshing  featbre'of'it,  audits 

chief  misery  and   disgrace.)— ^  In   a  strait 

-Way,  wherein  diey  shall  hdt  stumble :  for  I 

am  father  to  Israel,  and  Ephnum  is  my  first- 

*  laaiah  \xtu  20. 
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hpm^  H^ar  the.  word,  jof  the  Lorjd»  O  •  ye 
njatioasr!  ^d. declare  it  iii  the  i§les  ^ar  off, 
and  say*  he  that  scattjsrei^  Israel  will  gather 
him,  an4  i^ep  him  as  a  shepherd  4^^^  his 
flop]^,' V  (Jen  xxxi.  9i.) 

Th?  holy  prophet  hpre  Iji^^.  ^p  ^s  yqipe.  to 
/^^  ^^?//g  jK?/  unbort^^  and  to  tl>e  ^^ftw^  far 
renfote.  irom  Jud^,  th^t.  they,  sl^iould  atteod  to. 
the  will  of  pod  rq$pcd:i»g-  ^?.  elect,  and  do 
their  endeavour  to  promote  the  accopipliph- 
ment  of  it,  in  its  season.  The  remainder  of 
this  chapter  is  ta.th^  same^^ecp^  Verse  i8, 
^  prophet  sh§ws-the  becoming  s^en^  of  E- 
phr^m .  fo^  h\s  ,early .  infidelities,  and  his  deep, 
cpiitritio}n.f9r  the  sin.  of  his  imbeUefan  thp 
la^f  fi/w^x, ,.  IJis  confossigft  -olf  the.^iu^jce  of 
Grod  in  hia  punijJxaxent,,T---and  ^is  Jiumble 
sp^pljf a^i99  \^  Clhxist  fpr  gf^e  .3»d  power,  to 
^ura  to  ;hi?n,,  jvhon^  he  pa^-.a^aowlfi^gies 
£(fl:  the  Lord  hif  God. — Verse  AO,  2.J,  shews 
.Go4's  relenting  remembrance  of  his  former 
f^vx^tp  Isrftel,  ,And  the  xaurning  ojf  ,his  cow^^ 

^  Psalm  Ixxviiu  6*       •  ,  -   . . 
T 
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passion  upon  his  repentance : — ^his  call  to  his 
dispersed  people,  to  return  to  their  former 
cities,  adding  at  the  same  time  a  deserved  re* 
proach  to  them,  for  their  inattention  to  the 
clear  prophecies  of  their  Messiah ;  and  parti* 
cularly  that  most  remarkable  one,  of  his  mi- 
raculous conception  and  birth  of  a  virgin 
mother;'^  which  instead  pf  being  a  strong 
evidence  for  Christianity,  ha$  been  to  the 
jews  a  stumbling  block  additional  to  the  offence 
of  the  cross. 

The  prophet  Zechariah  speaks  in  similar 
terms,  of  the  great  and  general  change  of 
sentiments,  which  will  one  day  be  expressed, 
in  the  most  public  manner,  by  the  whole  na- 
tion of  the  jews.—**  I  will  pour  upon  the 
house  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  the  spirit  of  grace  ajid  of  suppli* 
cations,  and  they  shall  look  on  Me  whom 
they  have  pierced/' t  He  who  spake  by  die 
projphets,  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Is- 
tael,  is  the  same  whom  the  jews  in  the  blind* 

*  Isaiah  vS,  14ft  ^  Zecht  xiit  I0« 
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ness  of  rage  and  unbelief /if  rr^^/  with  the 
spear  y  but  shall  one  day  look  to  bim  as  their 
Saviour^  in  the  true  sense  of  his  own  words, 
in  another  prophet,—^"  Look  unto  me,  and  be 
ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth :  for  I  am 
God,  and  there  is  none  else, — a  just  God,  and 
a  Saviour,  there  is  none  bedde  me."* ,  With 
such  different  apprehensions  of  that  ever-Uesfr- 
ed  person,  whom  their  fathers  suspended  upon 
a  cross,  and  transfixed  with  nails  and  a  spear; 
and  whom  they  themselves  have  continually 
crucified  afresh  and  put  to  an  open  shame,  the 
repentant  jews  (continues  Zcchariah)  will  be 

*  Isaiah  xlv-  21,  22.  That  Christ  is  the  speaker  in  this 
majestic  passage^  we  are  assured  by  comparing  the  verse  imme« 
diately  foUowing  with  the  paiaphn^e  upon  it  given  us  by  St 
Paul  :*->**  I  have  sworn  by  myself  the  word  ia.  gone  out  of 
my  mouth  in  righteousness,  and  shall  not  returii,  that  unto 
MB  every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall  swear.*'  Isaiah , 
adv.  23.  **  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  kiiee  shall  bow» 
of  things  in  heaveot  and  things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the 
earth,  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jssus  Ch&ist 
ts  Lo&D,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father/*  Phil,  ii.  10. 
•*  We  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  for 
it  is  written,  (Isaiah  xlv.  2S,)  as  I  livB>  saith  the  Lord,  every 
knee  shall  bow  to  me,  and  every  tongue  shall  confess  to  Qif*^\ 

T  9 
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jpfenfctirateci  with  the  most  poignant  grief  and 
shame  "  And  they  shall  tooum  for  him,  as 
one  rtidurneth  for  his  dhljr  son,  atfd  shall  h6 
in  bitterness  fot  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bitter- 
ness for  his  first-born*     In  that  day  shall  there 

be  a  GREAT  MOURNING  In  Jerusalem,'' 

(or  the  Jewish  christianizing  church  of  Israel,) 
•i^**  and  the  fend  shall  inoum^  every  family 
apart**'  Tkclu  xn,  lo,  &c. 

Ezeldel  gives  us  l  view  of  this  deep  nationai 
humiliation  of  the  Jewish  people  hi  ^  lofted 
dayi^  in  correqpctoding  terms,  diap.  vii.  i6i 
Having,  in  the  verse  preceding^  described  the 
dreadful  sufferings  brought  Upon  them  by 
their  unbelief,  at  the  fall  of  their  oity  and 
temple,  he  passes^  itnmediately,  in  the  abrupt 
manner  of  the  prophets,  to  the  endofibe  in-- 
idignatioH^  of  which  he  speaks  thus :  ^*  But 
they  that  escape  of  them,"  (the  remn^ot  rf  Is- 
rael,) ^^  shall  escape,  and  shall  be  on  the  mcmti^ 
tains  like  doVes  of  the  vaHeys,  all  of  them 
inoumingj  every  one  for  his  iniquity*  All 
banda  shall  be  f^gebk^  ^uid  all  knees  ^ball  be 
weak  as  waten     They  shall  also  gltd  ^kopsk* 
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SctVes  with  sackcloth,'  and  horrof  sHM  cflfiivef 
fheiii,  iii^  sbaAie  shall  he  upoft^  fac^,  fttid 
baldness  Upon  aUhfeads*"'   >  ■■  •-  •  '  :  ^r'-. 

■  •     •  ■  ■      .  y  ' '  Z 

As  their  sin  in  ifejectingthe  Lofd  lofOiory 
"was  a  nddonal  ^rrd  pubfic  act,  so  akbiwUl'  thek 
conversion  to  lam,  a^d  penitentkl  supfdicaicfem 
€dr  pardon  imd  ^itcceptailce^  be  a  national  wui 
)publc  oiie^  End  the  tokens  of  God^s  return^ 
ing  favour,  dnd  bf  their  salvajtionhy  his  ana^ 
be^dMn^^  distinguishabk  to  ali  tht  imkldi 
^  in  that 'day,  (says  Zecb*  xiiL  i*)  dwere  shall 
ht  a  feiim^iii  o|)^^d  to  the  hoilse  of  Davkl, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  Jfcr  mk 
and  for  uncleanness."  **  Why  criest  thou  fot 
iJiy  afflfedohf*  {stays  Q(^  in  his^xposftrf^ftion 
With  them  hy  Jeremiad,)  "  thy  sonrowis  iw 
tiii4bk,^^-»^atlirtilly^,  it  is  'Without  remedy,-^ 
^"^  Bttktit  thf  ^lis  We^e  irielreased  ha^  t 
li&nfe  ^dse  tliiags  iH*b  tlwe*  fiut  (ndw)  I  wiM 
1:%l^t^%  !h(^l^  «ttitD  th»^  abdf  v^iti  ireai  tlite^ 
"thy  wottndsy  iaath  the  L6rd,'bbcaitse  thfcy  call- 
wl  thee  jan  outdast*     Tins  is  2Jion  ^om.  n6 

«  <<  O  Israel  thou'hast  destroyedf  tliyself,  but  in  me  13  tlijr 


man  seeketh  after.  (Jen  xxx.  15.)     <^  And  it 
shall  come  to  paes,  that  he  that  is  left  in  Zion, 
and  he  that  remaineth  in  Jerusalem  shall  be 
called  holy,  even  every  one  that  is  w^ritten 
among  the  living  in  Jerusalem;  when  the 
Lord  shall  have  washed  away  the  filth  of  the 
daughters  of  Zion,  and  shall  have  purged  the 
blood  of  Jonisalem  from  the  mid^  thereof,  by 
the  spirit  of  judgment,  and  by  the  spirit  of 
burning."  Isa«  iv.  3.     By  a  return  of  r%ht 
judgment  in  spiritual  things,  and  a  fian^ng, 
but  not  ignorant  or  uncharitable  zeal^  in  their 
repentance  of  their  late  blindness  and  disobe^ 
dience. 

Jeremiah  thus  no^c^s  this  general  suppUM^ 
$ion  and  mourning  of  Israel,  and  the  occmoA 
of  it.     ^^  A  voice  was  heard  upon  the  hi§^ 

places,  W££P1NG   AN|>   SUPPtlCATIOKS  o£ 

the  children  of  Israel :  for  they  have  pervert* 
ed  their  way,  and  they  have. forgotten  the 
Lord  their  God."  The  sin  which  they  here 
bewail  with  the  penitential  tears,  of  a  tniie 
conversion,  is  not  idolatry  a?  in  ancient  times, 
yjX  an  apostacyy  and  oblivion  of  .  Him  who 
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had  been  the  God  of  their  fathers ;  the  effect 
of  a  perverted  heart.  "  Return,  ye  backslid-^, 
ing  children,  and  I  will  heal  your  backslid-, 
ings,"  says  God,  in  a  strain  of  most  affectionate 
remembrance  of  his  ancient  people ;  •*  Behold ! 
we  come  unto  thee,  for  dxou  art  the  Lord  our 
God  !"*  is  the  grateful  reply  of  that  enlighten* 
ed  and  penitential  nation ;  and  it  comes  warm 
from  the  heart,  like  that  of  Nathaniel,  (John 
i.  49)  **  Rabbi !  thou  art  the  Son  of  God  !-— 
thou  art  the  King  of  Israel  T* 

•  The  precedbg  part  oi  this  ihird  chapter 
of  Jeremiah  is .  remarkably  pertinent  to  the 
^neral  effect  of  the  restoration  of  Israel. 
There,  God*s  covenanted  and  sure  mercies 
jire  repeated ;  which  he  declares  shall  be  one 
day  made  good  to  them,  as  soon  as  they  turn 
to  him  again.  And  that  he  wiH  take  ope  of 
a  city^  and  two  of  a  family;^  that  is,  the  cpm- 
paratively  slender  remnant  of  that  once  nu<* 


♦  Jcr.  ill.  21.  The  penitential  acknowledgmenta  of  con- 
vetted  Israel  are  condnUed,  in  iHtut  fiame  beatisiful  itraiat  to  the 
end  of  d»is  chapter. 
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merous  people,  to  replace  them  ia  the  land  of 
djek  fathers.  And  that  he  will  give  them  a^t 
that  time  enlighteaqd  teaphers,  instead  of  the 
blind  guides  which  had  sedyq^d  themj  and 
will  eifect  thereby  w  entire  and  .happy  a 
change  in  their  religious  estaUishmen^t  and 
faith,  th^  even  t^i?  ari  of  the  c(^vin4ni  oftb^ 
Lor4x  fo;roerLy  their  disting^i^hipg  glory,  and 
poe  pf  the  principal  signs  of  God's  presence 
amoftgat  them,  shaft  not  be  ttrmmkere^  or 
mentioned  any  m^re  ;*  but.  a*  mor^  pei^foot 
system  of  religion  shall  then  universally  pre- 
vail, and  Jerusalem  shaU  beconie  the  cefitre 
of  it,  and  the  mother  chiirqh  to  ali  imioq^ 
Verse  17^  "At  that  dme they 's|]^  paHJ<^ 
salem  the  throne  of  the  I.pRi:>.  Andl 
fill  the  nations  shall  be  gathered  unto  it,  t^^ 
the  name  pjf  the  JLord,  (Clwist)  to  Jerusalem, 
Neither  shall  they  waUc  any  more  after  the 
imafflnatiog  of  their  ev^  heart,** 

Ezekiel  is  very  copious  upon**tKe  same  sub- 
ject.    "  I  will  remember  my  covenant  with 

♦  Tbeywill  haye  acbettcr  9ii)ject  of  glwying..  Isa,  xv^f  l\ 
I  Qor.  i,  23 :— .ii.  2.  .     . 
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thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth^  and  I  wlH 
establish  unto  ihee  an  everlasting  covenant. 
Then  shdt  thou  remember  thy  ways^  and  be. 
ashamed,  when  thou  shalt  receive  thy  sisters, 
thine  elder  and  thy  yoiinger," — rtbe  churches 
of  the  christian  faith  long  ago  established,  and 
also  those  of  the  converted  heathen,  which  are 
to  com?  in  previous  to  the  conversion  of  the 
Jjewsj^  and  encre^e  the  shame  of  their  apos- 
tacy^T — ^^  and  I  will  give  then*  unto  thqe  fp? 
daughters,  but  not  by  thy  covenant/'* 
r— not  aQcording  to  thp  mosaic  but  the  chrisr 
tiaa  cay^AS^nt 

To  mention  but  09e  passage  more,  out  of 
the  abupdance  upon  this  subject^  v«rhich  we 
meet  with  in  the  prophet^  In  Ezekiel, 
(xixxyi.  2,3,)  God  says  c^  Israel,  that  as  they 
liave  been  the  ,occas)ion  (by  their  shameless 
jofidelities  in  time  past,  and  by  their  stubborn 
disohediepce  in  the  age  of  the  gospel,  for 
which  .no  good  e^use  pan  be  pleaded,)  that 
^a  ^?at  name  has  been  profaned :  and  afi 

f  Ezekiel  xvi.  61, 
U 
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the  casting  of  them  oflF  for  so  great  a  length 
of  time,  has  given  to  bad  minds  an  occasion 
to  cast  injurious  reflections  upon  his  mercy 
and  truth,  he  will  in  the  end,  wipe  oflF  all 
these  calumnies.  He  will  make  even  this 
despised  people  the  occasion  of  as  signal  glo- 
ry and  blessing  to  his  name,  in  the  sight  of 
the  world,  by  the  signal  mercy  with  which 
he  will  at  that  time  **takp  them  from  the 
heathen,  and  gather  them  out  of  all  countries, 
and  bring  them  into  their  own  land.  Then 
will  I  sprinkle  clean  vrater  upon  you,*' — (ad- 
mitting them  to  christian  baptism,) — ^^*and  ye 
shall  be  clean.  A  new  heart  also  will  I  give 
you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you, 
and  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  that  I  gave  to 
your  fathers.  Then  the  heathen  that  are  left 
round  about  you,  shall  know  that  I  the  Loid 
build  the  ruined  places,  and  plant  that  that 
was  desolate :  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it,  and 
I  will  do  it.  As  the  holy  flock,  as  the  flock 
of  Jerusalem  in  her  solemn  feasts,  so  shall 
the  waste  cities  be  filled  with  flocks  of  men, 
and  they  shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord," 
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..  From  the  collected  sense  of  all  these  pass^ 
ages:laid  together,  I  tjiink  it  canaot  be  dqubted 
that  many  of  theija  are  to  be  understood  m 
the  express  and  tiUrdl  sense  of  the  ivords^ 
That  the  land  of .  Judea,  in  old  time  given  to 
the  people  of  Israel  for  an  inheritance,  in  the 
most  reinarkable  manner,  and  with  many 
prodi^es  that  denofqd  the  power  cjf  Cod  to 
be  cj^erted  in  their  favor,  will  be  restored  to 
theiStt.  in  a  manner  equally  distinguishable,  by 
the  accompaniments  of  divine  mercy  and. op- 
i^'^potence ,  and  so  as  to  vindicate  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  worl4  from  every  reflection  that 
has  been,  cast  upon  him  on  their  acgount^-r^-It 
will  probably  be  effected  by  some  great  act  of 
Providence  operating  in  favor  of  .,the  jews, 
and  making  a  happy  and  strong  impression 
upoa  thdr  awakening  minds,  of  the  mistaken 
sense  of  the  prophecies^  by  which  they,  have 
been  prejudiced  against  Christianity; -and  at 
the  same  time  drying  up  the  mystical  Eu- 
phrates, and  taking  up  the  stumbling  block, — . 
twa  ^eat  pj^strvictions  which  hav.^.  -so  long 
tnade  the  return  of  the  jews  be  looked  upon 

as  an  improbable  chi^iera.       The  anciept 
U  2 


bondage  of  their  hatioti  in  Mgyjit^  the  tiiti€ 
which  it  should  continue^  and  the  judgm^its 
by  which  their  £i:odus  atid  emancipadod 
ghould  at  length  be  ejected,  were  fc»*^okl  to 
their  great  ancestor  Abraham**  And  the  cas^ 
is  exactly  the  same  in  their  prtseht  captivity 
in  the  mystical  E^t  i  out  of  which  they  wiH 
iigain  be  delivered  by  judgments  upon  theh: 
bppressOTS.  The  dutation  of  it  sefetiis  to  b^ 
also  determinati^ly  fixed  wiOi  equal  precision} 
yet  with  so  i&uch  of  the  Veil  of  obseilriiy 
thrown  over  k^  as  se^n&s  indtspensatdy  requi^ 
site  to  a  prophecy  di  so  impoitant  conse*^ 
quenc^  and  so  very  long  a  currency* 

Th6  timd  will  again  conie,  perhaps  at  nd 
great  distance,  when  the  mbes  of  Israd  shall 
give  thanks  to  Ghrisl^  ^  the  Lord  ofLords^^ 
for  bis  mercy  enduretbfor  even  '  Who  of  dd 
smote  £gypt»  and  brought  out  Israel  fironi 
among  thein,  vrith  a  strong  hand  and  vnxk  a 
fetretdhfed  out  arri3>  for  bis  merty  enduretbfor 
tven    Who  garc  the  land  of  Jud^  for  iri 


heritage,  even  an  heritage  unto  Israel  his  Sef^ 
vant :  for  bis  mercy  endurethfor  en>er^  Who** 
(in  modem  times,)  "  hath  remembered  iis  in 
Dur  low  estate,  and  hath  redeemed  us  from  our 
enemies :  for  his  mercy  eAdureib  for  ever^^ 
They  will  then  join  with  their  christian  bre- 
thren, and  learn  of  them  the  new  song^  of  tbi 
igosf>ely  an^  sittg  in  swe^t  concord^  the  song  of 
Moses  hnithe  softg  of  the  La?nh.'\^  They  will 
treliebrate  God's  mercies  in  tlidr  festpratiohi 
in  those  rapturous  %t?ams  tjf  David j  in  which 
with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  he  hath  inticipiit- 
ed  their  gratitude  on  thi^  great  occasion*  "  O 
feing  unto  the  Lord  a  ne\»  soncJ,  for  he  hath 
dbne  marvellous  things :  his  right  haad  ^4 
his  holy  arm  hath  gotten  htm  th<^'  victoryj 
The  Lord  hatli  made  known'  his  saJvationj 
tris  righttotisness  hath  he .  openly  Shewed  i A 
the  sight  of  the  lieathen;  tJe  hath  irenieni-i 
fcered  hi^  mercy  arid  his  truth  towiard  the 
house  of  Israel,  and  all  the  ends  Op  thS 
EAltTH  have  seen  the  salvation  of  our  Godi'* 
(Psalm  xevii.  !•)  ^  ' 

<   .  *  R6***.  a--I«uxlii.  10.        f  RcY.  xf.  \ii :  :  ^> 


SECTION  VL 

Tbc  second  Exodus-r-'Of  return  of  Israel  front 
their  last  captivity^ — in  the  mystical  Egypt ^ 
— -^  a  divine  interposition  in  their  favour. 
— Great  importance  tf  this  religious  and 
political  revolution — to  the  perfecting  of  the 
great  plan  qf  human  redemption. 


To  diem  ths^C  ar9  of  a  friendly  dbposttion  ia 
sincerity  to  reveakd  religion^  and  have  been 
much  conversant  in  the  writings  of  the  pro>i 
phetSy  it  will  scarcely  seem  that  I  have  attributed 
a  greater  share  of  importance  to  the  wonderful 
&cts  of  the  conversion  and  restoration  of  the 
people  of  Israel^  than  they  truly  deserve.    Thc^ 
prophets  in  general,  and  St.  Paul,  (wherever 
in  his  Epistles  the  mention  of  it  occurs,)  con- 
sider it,  next  to  the  incarnation  of  Christ,  and 
(he  calling  of  the  gentiles  in  the  first  instance^ 


151 

as  one  of  the  most  distinguished  acta  of 
Ood's  grace  and  mercy;  and  a. most  astoavi 
ishing  proof  of  the  foreknowledge  and  provi^ 
dence,  the  wisdom  and  power  of  the  great 
Alpha  and  Omega,  ^^  the  Au$bor  and  Finisher 
pf  our  faitbr  Indeed,  it  is  the  winding  up 
and  perfecting  of  the  great  scheme  of  human 
redemption^  in  the  band  of  Christ\  agreeably  to 
the  plan  laid  down  in  ^  the  determinate  counr 
sel  and  foreknowledge  of  Gody  before  the  world 
hegam^  And  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  it 
will  be  God^s  act^  eminently  so  called  ;*  and 
will  draw  a  proportionable  degree  of  attention 
to  it;  and  the  manner  and  circumstances  of 
its  accomplishment  will  be  erf"  great  import- 
ance in  themselves,  and  in  the  result  by  which 
they  will  be  followed.     It  was  most  justly 

^  Isaiah  xxviii.  21.  '<  For  the  Lord  ihall  rise  up  as  in 
mount  Ferazim,  be  shall  be  wroth,  as  in  the  valley  of  Gibe- 
dn;  that  he  may  do  his  work,  his  strange  work;  and  brings 
to  pass  big  ACT,  bis  6tnUlge  act/^— *Tfaat  this  does  not  rebrte^ 
to  the  iacamationy  seems  probable^'becaufle  it  is  an  act  of  God^t 
Wger  a^ainsi  the  enepnes  of  Israel ;  otherwise  this  reference  to.  a^ 
similar  vindication  of  their  injuries*  has  no  simjlitude,  nor  pj[0«. 
priety  in  it*  .        ,  ' 

•  Jofhua,  T,  l3.-*-2  Sanjuel,  v.  20,^. 
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tald  hj  Mofies,  of  ihtjirst  Exodus^  that  it  wa« 
4»tch  aa  ac±  aa  the  world  had  never  witnessed 
l)efoDe<t  ^  Hath  Grod  assayed  to  go  and  take 
Jhim  a  nation  from  the  midst  ci  another 
nation,'  hf  signs,  and  by  wonders,  and  by 
war,  and  by  ^  mighty  hand,  and  by  a  stretch-^ 
«d  out  un^  and  by  great  terrors,  according  to 
,«)1  that  the  Lord  your  God  did  for  you  in 
JEgypt,  h^bre  your  eyes  ?— Happy  vt  thou, 
O  Israel !  who  i^  like  unto  thee,  O  people  sa- 
^ed  by  the  3Lor4  J"  (Deut,  iv,  34^— jcxxiii-ap.) 

That  so  great  a  evolution,  in  the  present,, 
cr  in  almegt  any  circumstanoes  of  the  qatioosi 
^moi^t  whoni  that  people  are  scattered,  will 
Jbe  effected  wthM  ^^sjtlon^  can  haardly  be 
^expected.  There  .are  no  rights  so  strong,  no 
truths  so  plain,  but  resbti^nce  (even  to  the  ut- 
termost) will  be  ms^de  against  them,  by  the 
parties  interested  in  opposing  their  establish-. 
ment.  Thus  the  christian  religion  was  dis- 
countenanced and  persecuted  by  tbe  ancient 
jewsy  against  the  clearest  light ;  an4  by  tbe 
pagans^  against  reason  and  justice.  And  the 
Reformed  doctrines  in  ^be  sa^me  manner  wercr 
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repelled  by  the  apostate  cburob ;  which  %. 
Upwards  of  a  thousand  years  hath  trampled 
upon  truth  and  holiness,  (yet  with  the  high- 
est pretensions  to  both,)  to  serve  th^  base 
puds  of  an  interested  policy. 

But  for  such  an  expectation  we  have  npt 
only  rational  conjecture,  from  the  similar 
conduct  of  perverse  men  and  destitute  of  the 
truths  plaoed  in  similar  circumstances,  but  th^ 
positive  assurances  and  authority  of  holy  scrip- 
ture. The  commission  to  the  great  conductor 
of  this  mighty  enterprize,  whom  God  at  th^ 
iippointed  time  will  raise  up  unto  Israel,  runs 
in  these  remarkable  terms  j  in  which  the  con- 
tinued allusion  to  the  Exodus  under  Moses^ 
gmd  the  wonderrwprking  rod^  by  which  God 
empowered  him  to  work  the  most  stupendous 
miracles,  is  strikingly  evident.  "  Feed  thy 
people  with  thy  rod,  the  flock  of  thine  heri- 
tage.    Let  them  feed  in  Ba^han  and  Gilead, 

AS  IN  THE  DAYS  OP  OLP,  ACCORDING 
TO  THE    DAYS    OF   THY   COMING    OUT    OF 

Egypt,  will  I  (again)  shew  unto  him  ma^ 

X 
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vellous  things/**  If  the  miracles  of  a  simi- 
lar nature,  x^hich  are  here  promised  to  be 
sh^v.n  in  fa'' or  of  Israel,  do  not  refer  to  the 
i!,xodus  in  the  latter  days^  or  deliverance  pro- 
mised to  him  over  and  over  again,  out  of  his 
present  captivity  in  the  mystical  Egypt ^  it  will 
be  hard  to  say  to  what  fsict  resembling  that  in 
the  days  of  old^  they  do  allude.  The  sense  I 
understand  it  in,  as  apparently  the  mcfet  natu- 
ral and  obvious,  is  this. — That  God  will  again 
put  the  rod  of  bis  power ^  with  which  he  thea 
made  Moses  a  God  unto  Pbaroab^^  a  second 
time  into  the  hand  of  a  man  ;  and  by  his  agen- 
cy, will  give  (in  the  sight  of  Israel)  such  signal 
evidences  of  his  power  and  presence  with  his 
repentant  people,  as  shall  have  a  considerable 
analogy  with  that  ancient  and  celebrated  vv^orfe 
of  redemption. 

Tlie  great  terror  of  the  people,  the  enemies 

of  the  jews,  and  which  have  hitherto  success^ 

fully   opposed  iht  mighty  purpose  of  God, 

(whose  hand  lifted  up  in  behalf  of  that  long 

*  Micahvii.  H,  f  Exodus  vii.  I. 
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fors^s^cti  and  deseed  natioa  they  would  not 
believe,)  b  represcjixted  ia  the  verses  immedi^ 
ately  follawing,  and  gives  considerable  con* 
fiptnation  to  my  idea  of  tliis  prophecy.  "  The 
nations  shall  «ee,— and  be  confounded  at. all 
thi^ir  in%ht:  they  shall  lay  their,  hand  upon 
their  mouth,  theit  eaw  shall  be  deaf.  They 
shall  Uck  ih  dust  like  a  serpent,  they  ^all 
move  out  of  thdir  holes  like  worms  of  thi: 
earth :  they  shall  be  afraid  of  the  Lord  our 
God,  and  ^bsSk  fear  b^ausc  of  tb^e^  Who  is 
a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity, 
and  pa^seth  by  the  transgression  of  the  rtnt^ 
mmt  of  hia  heritage  V  (Mkah  vii.  J  6.)* 

There  ia.a  prophecy  in  Isaiah^  which  has 
a  great  analogy  with  this»  Speaking  of  the 
great  consumption,  or  destruction  of  th?  peon 

*  Wlidev«f  the  opposeft  of  the  jews  at  this  tiaie  may  be» 
lieir  opt>bBiti(m  wi!l  be  tarried  to  a  very  daring'  lieiglit.  Theit 
asforddtUna  4tlti feoff  (titeii  at  kit  cottnnead  of  ja  dmae  isaXxx^ 
p09itii9fi,)  ii  signified  by  a  siniilitnde  very  exiiressive^  and  wUcI^ 
cannot  have  escaped  the  ^bfervation  of  loost  people.  The  hold 
curiosity  of  the  earth  worm^  which  darts  out  of  his  hole  when 
the  soil  is  s^irredy  aa  if  in  defiance  of  the  ruffian  band  that  hae 
intemipted  hia  rcspoie ;  but  on  beiog  to«ched»  glides:  bn^k  agaiii 

X  2 
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plc  of  Israel,  he  concludes  the  dreadful  tal^  id 
the  accustomed  manner,  with  an  assurance  of 
their  surviving  it,  by  the  preservation  of  theii" 
stock  and  lineage.  "  Therefore  thus  saith 
the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  O  my  people,  that 
dwellest  in  Zion,'' — (the  church  and  covenant 
of  God  figuratively  so  called,) — ^^  be  not  afraid 
of  the  Assyrian  ;t  he  shall  smite  thee  with  a 
rod,  and  shall  lift  up  his  staflf  against  thee 

AFTER    THE    MANNER    OF    EgYPT," (by 

an  attempt  forcibly  to  detain  thee  in  servile 
subjection,  and  by  an  encrease  of  his  former 
severities  towards  thee,  yet  fear  not ;) — "  for 
yet  a  very  little  while,  and  the  indignation 
shall  cease,  and  mine  anger  in  their  destruc- 
fibiv'^  \Vh^h  tbese  signs  of  the  twiis  begin  to 
appear,  and  there  arises  an  augmented  oppres- 
sion, and  a  new  persecution  against  the  jews, 

to  hii  retreat,  with  as  great  a  rapidity  and  trepidation^  *«  His 
enemies  shall  Bck  the  dusU  (Ps.  Ixxii.  9f)  it  a  phyase  express- 
ire  of  their  entire  subjection ;— and  the  last  words,  applying 
this  prophecy  to  God's  mercy  in  pardoning  «  ran  remnant 
of  his  hmtagti*  fixes  the  interpretation  both  as  to  the  iime,  and 
the  parties  concerned  in  it. 

'   f  The  Assyrian  Sennacherib,  once  the  enetny  of  Israel,  is 
jf^rtffiWfy  introduced  here  for  another  tyrant^  in  later  timet* 
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Wr^  toay  then  conjecture  that  GtocTs  great  and 
lasting  anger  upon  his  peo{de,  (prdpheticalljr 
denominated    ^  the    indk^^nation/');;  is- 
drawing  towards  its  close,  and  theit  redemp^ 
tioh  is  near  at  haild^— *"  For  .die  Lord  of  host* 
shall  stir  up  a  scouf-ge  for.  him,**  (the  tyrant 
of  that  day,)  "  after  the  slaughter  .of  Midland 
at  the  rock  Oreb.*       And  as  his  rod  was 
upon   the  8ea,f  so  shall  he  lift  it  up,  after 
the  manner  of  Egypt."—- By  a  persecudoa 
taised  against  them  on  account  of  their  reS^ 
gion^  or  for  their  attempting  to  assert  their 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  in  obedience  to  the 
call  of  God. — "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in 
that  day.  that  his  burden  shall  be  taken  away 
from  off  thy  shoulder,  and  his  yoke  from  off 
thy  neck,  and  the  yoke  shall  be  destroyed  be- 
cause of  the  anointing/'  (Isaiah  x.  ^4.)$  * 

*  Ptalm  Ixxxiii.  9. 

f  The  4ea  is  an  emblem  of  peoples  and  naiioHs  under  Us  ty 
nmical  despotism*  (Rev*  xiiL  l«-^viii.  8«— xvi.  3* — xviL  15.) 

X  "  Because  of  the  anomttpg**' — The  meaning  here,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  present  reading  of  the  Hebrew  is  so  very  obscure, 
that  Bishop  towth  considers  the  pas? age  as  in  want  of  correc- 
tioiiy  and  translates  it  after^the  reading  of  the  septuagint,  «7« 
T#f  «^,^«y  v^^9  frsffi  ^  yotfr  shoulders  ^  not  being  able>  b» 
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The  aHusioft  to  jE^^  which  occttf^  twice 
xyftt  in  this  prophecy^  ha*  no  doubt  a  design 
to  direct  us  tD  the  apprq>riate  application  oS 
%  when  the  characters  and  circunutames  ai* 
loded  to,  shali  faav€  been  brou^  forward  by 
1^  halxd  of  dmei,  as  they  have  now  in  a  great 
degree  been.  The  s{»ritiial  tyrant  is  to  ^nite  the 

Bayst  to  make  any  good  sense  of  the  present  reading ;  and,  Ke 
adds,  that  ^  Archbishop  Seeker  (ITke  all  others)  appear*  to 
hswe  been  at  a  Iqss  for  a  j^robabte  inlerpretatioo.'^  But  if  Ae 
yot^  that  ia  here  prophesied  ^9  and  whicji  a  to  he  hreim  firom 
off  the  neck  of  Israel,  be,  as  I  apprehend,  the  yoke  ofatOichfitt 
end  tie  Roman  ca^ivily^  under  which  the  jews  still  gro2^»  ther 
it  the  tiny  tynnt  which  hath  usurped  the  throne  of  Christy 
**jie  ammted  9/ the  Lord^^  as  he  is  calfedi  ( Jer— «I.an^,  iv.  2a 
Dan.  ix.  24«  **  to  anomt  the  mo9T  bolt**'  See  Isaiah  Ixi.  I  y 
Ps.  ii.  2 1  Luke  iv.  I8f  Acts  x.  S8.)  and  as  the  Tery  name 
X^IXTOX,  unctus,  or  Christ,  signifies.  The  yoke  of  anti- 
christ  18  therefore  to  be  destroyed,  becauee  rfthe  mwntin^^  or 
that  the  anomted  and  Holy  One  of  Israel  may  succeed  to  his 
usurped  throne,  and  reign  over  his  ancients  gloriously. 

Bishop  Lowth>  indeed,  applies  this  prophecy  to  Senoacheribt 
vntih  whom  it  has  probably  nothing  to  do  ;  being  of  a  far 
tnore  extensive  reaek^  than  to  the  time,  and  comparativdy  txiwki. 
erents  of  that  mighty  despot's  tyranny*  Ihk  application 
se^ms  to  maie  rather  than  ^nd  the  difficulty  in  it  that  is  009^ 
plained  of.  It  is  not  without  reason  that  Isaiah  is  called  **  tie 
evangelical  prophet  /'  for  he  casts  the  vast  raage  of  his  pro« 
phetic  eye  into  the  rpott  remote  dari^ncss  esftbeiasttiniee.  The 
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stxlgcct  people  *wkh  the  rod  <£  his  imperlbift 
siipicmacy  and  the  en§kving  of  the  consdeiice, 
by  z.  second  Egyptian  bondage ^,  and  God  is  to 
break  hb  yoke,  and  vindicate  the  Kberty  of 
his  own  people  Wjo  ifter  the  manner  tfEgypt^ 
^nd  by  some  nptal^  act  of  power,  las  whcA 
his  tod  was  lifetd  up  by  MosW  to  divide  ^iht 
sea,  that  the  people  might  escape,  but  the  ty^ 
rant  meet  his  destruction. 

That  this,  and  not  any  action  of  Sennachv 
erib,  afier  the  manner  qf  Egypt ^  is  the  true 
scope  o£  the  prophecy,  is  confirmed  by  aa^c 

application  of  his  majestic  prophepies,  In  a  Uteral  way^  to  trivia^ 
eyents  close  at  band,  and  to  a  character  but  of  a  secondary 
irapoTtance  in  the  sacred  story,  who  appears  there  chiefly  t\ 
a  type  of  another  tyrant,  whose  **  IJttfe  finger  V^a  of  gr^ate? 
weight  than  the  loin^"  of  Sennacherib*  is  not  doing  fujl  JHStico 
to  this  sublime  prophet.  There  certainly  is  a  character,  witl^ 
whose -afflictive  and  '* perpetua!  strole^**  (1$.  xiv.  6,)  Upon  both 
the  jfvdsh  'and  the  christian  church,,  this  prophecy  has  a  muoh 
dpaer  qori^spondencei  whose  ^eAr,  as  it  is  at  large  described 
in  other  places,, is  a  truly  £^ptian  bondage f  and  whose  tf«^  will 
resemble  that  of  Pharoak,  which  Sennacherib's,  by  the  pari- 
cide  of  his  two  sons,  did  not.  His  rod  also  is  properly  upon 
^heseaj^  <r  mingled  pe^lg^  of  many  nations  ia  one  religious 
Jeaguc.  ^^^"-^-^„---" 

f  Rev.  ^vii.  15.       t  Jer,  ixv.  20,  24  j  Ezck,  sxt,  5, 
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other  which  coincides  with  it  in  the  samQ 
sense,  but  which  cannot  possibly  be  applied 
except   to   times   and    events     very   remote^ 
Speaking  of  the  very  latest  times  of  the  chris- 
tian  dispensation,  when  a  pure  worship   of 
God  and  sincere  practice  of  righteousness  shall 
prevail   throughout  the  world,    the  prophet 
proceeds  to  relate  an  event  which  is  to  take 
place   about   that  time;   which   is  often  the 
meaning  of  the  phrase  "  in  that  day^    "  And 
it  §ball  come  to  pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord 
shall  set  his  hand  again  the  second  timj^, 
to  recover  the  remnant  of  his  people  whicjj 
shall  be  left,£rom  Assyria,  and  from  Egypt."* 
/^syria  and  the  other  names  of  countries  here 
(enumerated,  as  places  from  whence  the  sur- 
vivors of  the  jews  are  to  be  brought  back  into 
Judea,  are  oxAj Jigurative  names ^  which  the 
necessary  obscurity  of  prophecy  of  a  very  cxt 
tensive  reach  (like  at  history  written  by  antici- 
pation) required  to  be  so  concealed*     It  would 
have  had  an  awkward  effect  to  have  named 

?  «  Thij  part  of  the  chapter  contains  a  prophecy  whi^Ji 
fcpains  yet  to  be  fulfilled." — LowrH. 
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countries  by  their  modern  namcs^  ages  before' 
any  such  names  existed.    But  it  is  certain  that 
the  jews  are  never  spoken  of  by  the  term  tbi 
remnant^  but  with  a  view  to  the  time  of  tbelr 
restoration;  when  as  St  Paul  and  Isaiah  agree, 
a  remnant  shall  be  saved:  and  moreover,  it  is 
expressly  said  that  this  is  the  second  time  that 
God  wiil  work  a  deliverance  and  an  Exodus 
for  Israel,  in  the  majesty  of  his  power,— for 
he  TO///  set  his  band  to  it  with  energy  divine, 
^nd  demonstrativi^ly  prove  the  wondrous  act 
his  own.     ^  And  he  shall  set  up^  an  ensign 
for  the  nations,  and  shall  assemble  the  dux-* 
CASTS  of  Israel,  and  gather  together  the  dis-. 
perscd  of  Judah,  from  the  fotir  corners  of  the 
earth.     And  the  Lord  shall  utterly  destroy 
the  tongue  of  the  Egyptian  Sea,*  and  with 
his  mighty  wind   shall  he  shake  his  hand 
over  the  riv^r,  and  shall  snjit?  it  in  th?  scveq 

♦  Biahop  Lowth  says,  here  U  a  plain  aOatton  to  the  passage 
of  the  He4  8ea^  i^fhich  was  so  diyidcd  hj  a  nighty  tumJ.^hnt, 
the  circuinstancea  here  mcntfoned  s(ll  relate  to  E^ ;  the 
Rher  Nifc,  which  had  anciently  seven  streams,  and  the  Island 
Xii  Delt^,  which  resembles  a  tongue.  The  mystical  Egypt 
(Rey.  xi.  8,)  I  rather  apprehend  Is  here  meant,  and  the  4e. 

? 
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streams,  and  make  ,nien  go  over  dir;^  sliod. 
i^nd  there  shall  be  an  highway  for  the  rem- 
nant of  his  people,  which  shall  be.,  left  from 
Assyria, — like  as  it  was  to  Israel  in  the  day 
that  he  came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 

In  thq  Rerejationsf  we  find  the  sixth 
plague^  by  which  God  (in  a  striking  analogy 
with  the  plagues  of  Egypt)  overthrows  th^ 
kingdom  of  Antichrist,  the  modern  Eharoah, ' 
is  the  drying  up  of  the  river  Eupbratcs^^  to 
admit  2^  passage^oyer  tq  the  kings  of  the  east;, 
which  it  seems,  without  some  providential,  or 
miraculous  interposition  in  their  favor,  they 
could  not  have  made  ^opd*  This  event,  of 
whatever  nature  it  be,  is  sopn  followed  hj 
important  consequences ;  and  the  ruin  of  the 
spiritual  tyrant  and  his  power  presently  en- 
sues. But  in  all  likelihood  neither  the  real 
Euphrates^  in  the  latter  prophecy,  nor  the 

Hverance  of  the  people  of  God  out  of  that  long  captivity^  .be- 
gun by  Rome  pagan^  and  continued  by  J(<ofntf  P^'P^*  ^^  ^^ 
meaning  of  the  particular  figures,  time,  and  futurerevents  can 
aioQe  with  certainly  explain. 

Vf  Rev.  xvi.  12,  ,     . . 
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ire^f'^IeyzAd"'Egypf  iifi'the  former,  are  an^ 
bthetWise  conCefned  in  these  events  than  as 
J^m/  under  which  are  couched  ideas  thd* 
could'  not  be  expfessed  uhdier  emblems  less 
obscute,  and  which  seem,  fitim  the  frequ^cy 
witfi  Which  they  afe' made  use  of  upon  tne 
same  cxjeasibn;  to  have  a  peculiar  force  and 
propriety  iri  them.  For  in  the  fifty-nrst 
chapter  oifthb'simife  prophet,  there  is  yet 
^ain  such  another  allusion  to  the  ancient 
miraculous  transit  through  the  sea  on  dry 
ground^  and  applied  again  to  the  very  same 
ptu^oge^  to  dtpr^sa  the  r»um  tf  the  raniam^ 
ed  df  Jehovah  Xo  ^dx  ot^fi  land.  .  God  is' 
reminded  of  tliat  amazing  display  of  his  pow- 
er* i^Eg^pt,  and  atthe^ea;  atid  U>call<xi  to 
arise  Orice 'again,  the  sdcd'nd  timcy  to  rescue  his 
suppliant  people  in  the  very  crisis  of.;;  their^ 
fate* — ^*'  Awake,  awafce,  put^.oxv  strcJBgtJ^,  Qi 
asm  30f  the  Lord  j  aWafce,-i-tfjr  itt'tbt'^ojimfrT 
^fe)fx,  iti  the  generations  of  o1d.^Art  thbuiiot^ 
id  that 'hath  eut  in  pieces  Rahab^*,  (fe^ 

«*♦  -IWt  by  'Rahtrb  .%//  itius^' te  toiint, 'is  clear/trom  th^ 
context ;  as  the  whole  is  a  continued  allusion  to  God's  i^ghty 
power  displayed  upon  Pbarmh^  lor  iic  Dragon,  as  he  i^  express* 

y  2 
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fnd  wDUn<)ed  the  dragon  ?"«-«rt  thoa  n«t  It 
likBt  hath  dried  up  the  sea,  the  waters  of  the 
l^reat  deep,  that  hath  made  the  depths  of  the 
tea  a  way  for  the  ransomed  to  pass  OTer?^-— 
yeS|  verily !  thou  art  the  same  Almighty  and 
ever  faithful  Protector  of  them  that  ^  trust  in 
the  Lord,  and  lean  not  to  their  owii  under^ 
standing :^*t  and  ^therefore  the  redeemed  d 
the  Loid  shall  return,  and  come  with  sihg^ 
Sag  unto  Zion,  and  everlasting  joy  Ax3i  be 
l^t^  their  head ;  they  shidl  obtsdn  g^lneess 

tf  ealbd  in  Ezddd*  (x»>*  8>)  and  Im]i«  (xxra.  1.)  and 
^fm  Egi^f  9ui  i^iigRgdSai^'^AaA  God  it  called  iqionp 
in  Mooe  great  emeigency  of  peril  to  his  peopk,  prettous  ta 
dict^  ddivmnoe  oat  of  their  hit  caplifityi  to  itawaber  t^^ 
his  great  actip  and  awake  a  tfirWilMr,  hohknu^tf  poim^ 
er  Ami.  Cahott*!  ekpoiition  of.  the  wold  ^Rahah  u  to  the 
tame  effect*  <«  The  ptahnitt  tpeakt  of  aootheir  Kahabt  (he* 
ttdet  Rahib  of  Jericho,)  Ft.  buocrii*  4.  <  I  will  make  men* 
tkm of  Rahab asd  Babfloa  &e.'-«-fa.  kxkix.  la  «Thoa 
batthmkca  RikabiBpiecM*'orthe£/:i^riAu  Itu^  (li«9i 
aadsss,7,)ttteatbetam6woi!d  Ridiab#  to  denote  the  deitnio» 
fkMof  iniaioihittdhitnnnyintkeRedSea.  The  motttkiB. 
Ad  ^nonnentiMt  citpUin  thit  of  Egypty  «id  panienlarlr  of 
tfieDdta.  Thit  part  of  Egypt  it  ttin  called  Jitf  or  j?^  the 
pear»fi^ittliariRtddstoth6tblpeofthiaM^'<  PAnet^t 
X)ictioaaiy, 
t  fto^erbt  ill' 5* 
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aodjoyi  and  sorrow  wai  motvmi%  shaft  ftg* 
away."  (Isafc  li.  9*)  ' 

-.-At  the  end  of  the  same  chapter,  the  liln 

awakeniag  call  is.addr^sed  to  Jerusalrai  hep* 

self^  supposed  to  be  in  her  desolate  situadoi^ 

and  lying  still  trodden-  down  (f  the  gentiles^ 

and  *^  full  of  the  fury  of  the  Lord,  the  rd>uke 

of  her  God/'   ^^  Awake^  awake,  stand  upyO 

Jerusalem,  which  hast  drunk  at.  die.  .hod 

of  the  Lord  the  cup  of  hisiuryj  thou  hatt 

drunken  the  dregs  of  the  cup  of  trembtiogy 

and  wrung  them  out     Therefore  hear  now 

this,  thou  afflicted  and  drunUn^Jbui  not  with 

JwinCj*  thus  saith  thy  Lord  Jehovah,-  and  xhf 

God,  that  pleadetb  the  cause  of  bis  people^^*-^ 

their  Messiah,—-**  behold !  I  have  taken  out 

of  thine  hand  the  cup  of  trembling,  even  the. 

idiegs  of  the  cup  of  my  fury,  thou  sHALt  no 

kORB  ©KINK  IT  A6AIN.  But  I  wffi  plUt  it 
mto  the  hand  of  them  that  afHict  thee.''  '  ^^H 
U.  ly,  au  ,v   , 

.  .  That  t^biemiutfit  oflsrnd  sha^  dep^ot  otft 
of  the  mystical  Egypt  in  a  triumphant  man* 

«  Ex€k»  xiQcis.  I9)«^liu.  xlki  26 :  Ixiii.  6. 
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p&^  and  with  so  high  a  hand^  that  there  wiU 
be  the  greatest  personal  security  to  even  die 
weak  and  the  lame,  none  being  left  behind, 
will  be  another  remarkable  coincidence  with 
the  original  Exodus  under  Mbses :    "The 
Lord  hath  made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes 
of  dl  nations,"  says  the  prophet,*  ^  and  all 
die  ends  of  the  earih  shall  see  the  salvation  or 
irixr'God.    For  ye  shall  not  go  out  with  haste, 
nor  go  by  flight  j  for  the  Lord  will  go  before 
you,  and  the  God  of  Israel  will  be  your  rear- 
ward, ' — The  same  prophet  adds,' as  another 
circumstance  of  their  triumpb^'f  that  they 
"shall  possess  their  enemies  in  the  land  of 
the   Lord,  (Judea)  for  servants  and   hand- 
maids; and  they  shall   take   them  captives, 
whose  Captives  they  were,  and  they  shall  rule 
over  their  oppressors,**  (Isai.  xiv.  2.) 

*  Isaiab  Ui«  10.  There  ifrso  great  a  eimikrity  betwee;i  thii 
prophecy  and  Peahn  xcviii.  that  the  same  event -of  Israel's 
8ecoh<i  Exodus  seems  to  he  the  subject  of  both.  It  is  to  be 
by  fh  arm  or  power  of  God,  and  all  nations  are  to*  be  wiftaesses 
bifiu 

f  '^^^^  ^^  oppressor  of  mbdbm  Israel.  i3  the' same  that  op* 
pressed  the  church  of  Christ,  appears  fn»n  the  sTrw^wor,.  of  rfw^ 
rfMumph  in  this  same  chapter,  (Isai.  xiv.  4^)  which  will  M 
vnder  observation  in  a  fbture^tion^    .i  .  -      • 
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r  ^e^  ^U|»€Hid  ^tQ  <  Egypt  rfre  so  \fer3r  fife* 

quent,  ;ia  almost  all  tli«^;ptophed€Si  of  the 

restoration  of  ithje  jeT?vs,'4nd:  thdr  return  b 

d^cribed,ip.8in:.h  l^ql^r  figures  of  a  like  kxn^ 

tiiat  it  cannot  be  ^oubtpd  tbfit  there, will  bd 

a  great  analogy  between  jjbf  t!wo,  factSy  thu$ 

xemarkably  brought  into  comparbpn  tpgethenr 

?*  And  it  §hall  come  to  pass  iq  that  day,  J$ho? 

yah  shall  make  a  gathering  of  bis  fruii^  frobt 

the  flood  of  the  river  to  the  stream  of  Egypt; 

and  ye  shall  be  gleaned  up,  one  by  one,  O  ye 

sons  of  Israel.     And  itshal^  come  to  pass  in 

that  day,. the^great  jjr.umpet  sh#  be.  sound-n 

*  This  translation  of  Lowth  has  made  good  sen^e  and  per- 
fect'coniistency  xifa  passage,  Which  in  our  old  brie  is  destitute 
oftioth,.  *  He.ahrtiya  rtijd^'^'^l'^  BfelirW'WOid  Jdloydl,  t^hicK 
wgnifies  ."  8elf-exi8jtept,\who.|fiYer'1^iiig'.  and  ctjstence,  to 
others,**  as  the  proper  name  of  God ;  incommunicable  to  any 
Other,  But  it'is'/o  Clfist  that  the  ct)nverted  jews  will  how 
down.  (Tsai.  xIt. '2S^~Hiaipi  ii.  10.)  Christ  is  thereifofe  Je- 

esff'quieratyet^qvi/siturus  est.  (Apoc^  i,  8.)  — ^^Gpd  did  no^- 
declare  this  name  before  Moses,  "  I  appeared  unto  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  J^cbbV  by  the  nanie  of' God  Almighty,  (AL-^ 
SHADDAi})  hnV  by  my  name  JehovaK  wai-I  not  known 
to  tbpm.f*.  (]5lcod{i?  yi,  3.),  Calraeti— It  wa?  fir^t  co^muny^ 
cated  when  God  appeared  a^  the  Redeemer  oi  his  pcopl?,  ^ 


ed ;  and  those  shall  come  f<^o  wtre  perishif^ 
in  the  land  of  Assyria,  and  who  were  oii£# 
easts  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  thef  ^bsJl 
bow  themselves  down  before  Jehovah,  in  the 
holy  mountain,  in  Jerusalem."  (Isai.  ?0cviL  1 2.) 
The  gathering  of  the  children  of  Israel  one  by 
ene^  as  choice  fruit  is  gathered ;  (aqd  which 
same  ttmilitude  occurs  again,  Isaiah  xviii.  7, 
where  they  are  represented  2^  an  agruatde  pre^ 
sent  brought  tt)  God,  of  which  during  their 
state  of  unbelief  hit  had  been  deprived ;)  diis 
eoinddes  with  the  other  prophecies  above  ^itcd, 
which  ];np<Mt  that  mt^  pns  shall  be  left  behind. 
But  thi«  was  far  from  being  the  qise  in  the 
return  (^  d^  o^tiyil^  from  ^abyioQ  in  Qial- 
dea;  whfre  inany  of  the  jewi  had  been  so 
kxig  and  comfortably  letded,  that  \m  a  few 
were  fpiind  willing  to  encounter  the  tnconve^ 
niencei  and  dai^ers  of  %  ^p-eettkment,  in  the 
weal;  and  low  coqd|tio!^  in  which  they  then 
turned  to   Judea.     Hie  sounding  of  the 
^reat  trt^mpet^  and  the  lifting  up  of  the  en- 
sign^  two  remarkable  s^nals,  by  which  this 
^i  restaratUm  of  the  jews  is  distinguished, 
whatever  the  import  of  them  may  be,  ih^w  a 
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^al  and  decisivfe  preference  given  to  ttiig^ 
above  any  othef  tempotal  redemption,  except 
the  original  Exodus  under  Moses, 

That  the  Wd^ifeg  of  the  great  trumpet^  and 
the  lifting  lip  of  the  ensign/ Will  be  isignals  of 
great  notorietyj  aiid  peculiar  to  this  occasidn, 
we  aire  assured  by  their  recurring  again  in  the 
eighteenth  chapter  t>f  Isaiah,  where  the  solemn 
attentitMi  of  the  whble  world  (as  m^W  as  that 
of  the  jews  themselves)  is  called  to  them,  when 
they  shall  so  appear.  "  All  ye  inhabitants  of 
the  world,  and  dwellers  on  the  earth,  sbb  ye^ 
when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  oa  the  moun^' 
tains;  and  when  he  blow^h  a  trumpet,  hear 
YB."  (Isa,  xviii.  3.)  The  same  kind  of  fi-. 
gures  have  been  applied,  but  not  in  this  bold 
ind  peculiar  manner,  to  the  publication  of  the 
gospel,  Christ  bding  called  by  Isaiah  (xL  to) 
^  an  ensign  of  the  people ;  to  it  shall  the  gen* 
iilts  setAy* — and  the  apostles  called  **  bis  an^ 
gelsj*  sent  out  to  gather  his  elect  from  the 
four  quarters  of  the  earth,  with  the  sound  of 
a  great  trumpets  (Mat*  xxiv.  31.)  That  is, 
(divested  of  its  figurative  dress,)  to  preach  the 


gospel^  and  call  all  nations  into  the  ibid  of 
Christ's  church.  Biit  that  this  prophecy  cari^ 
not  allude  to  that  event  seems  i^tt  evident^ 
because  these  two  signals  are  here  Set  up  in 
favor  of  the  jews  of  the  di^er^oh,  tbi  Outcasts 
and  remnant  (f  Israel^  in  the  consummation  of 
the  indignation  and  end  of  their  captivity ; 
wherein  they  had  been  •*  fneted  out^  arid  trod^ 
den  down ;  whose  lahd  the  rivers  bad  spoil* 
edr*  And  moreover,  the  context  in  both 
pkces,  is  wholly  incoxwstent  with  the  a{^lica« 
tion  of  these  signals  to  the  first  publication  of 
the  gospel.  But  the  facts  to  which  they  are 
here  applied^  next  to  the  original  glad  tidings 
of  "  peace  en  earthy  and  goodwill  towards 
menl^  are  of  the  greatest  importaujiCe  of  any 
other:  the  reconciliation  of  God^s  andent 
^  peoplfej-'^the  conversion  of  the  hatidns,— ^and 
the*  introduiction  of  the  happy  millennium, 

*  These  chai'abters  appljr  to  the  ]cwt  yerjr  p^odiiarlf* 
They  had  beeo^scatteitd  id  all  nationS)  like  corn  sifted  thmagh 
a  8ieve»  and  measured  out.  Jerusalem  also  is  still  trodden  downi 
and  their  landspotkdf  depopulated,  and  wasted  by  the  Romans^ 
the  Saracens,  the  Crusaders^  and  the  Tttiks,  and  coatinues  si 

itin. 
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when  Chifct,  *•  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  shall  be  f<» 
a  crown  of  glory,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty 
uato  the  residue  of  his  people  ;  and  for 
a  spirit  of  judgment  to  him  that  sitteth  in 
judgment,  and  for  strength  to  them  that  turn 
the  batde  to  the  gate."  (Isa.  xxviiL  5.) 

That  thi«  tpo  much  despised  and  unknown 
people  will,  at  the  dme  appointed  for  these 
events,  make  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  field 
of  batde,  under  the  conduct  of  some  chieftain 
whom  Providence  will  raise  up  for  the  occa« 
fiion,  is  not  inconsistent  with  either  probability 
or  the  indications  of  prophecy.  "  Behold ! 
I  will  make  thee  a  new  sharp  threshing  instru- 
ment, having  teeth,*  Thou  shalt  thresh  the 
mountains,  ^nd  beat  th&hi  small,  and  shalt 
make  the  hills  as  cha£f ;  thou  shalt  fan  thctn^ 
and  the  wind  shall  carry  them  away,  and  the 
whirlwind  shall  scatter  them."  (Isa.  xli.  i^.) 
The  powers  which  are  to  be  broken  down  are 
here  compared  to'  mountjuns,  for  the  magni- 

♦  **  A  threshing  wain,  a  new  corn  drag,  armed  with  pointed 
teeth.*' — LowTH.  It  alludes  to  the  ancient  manner  of 
threshing. 

Z  3 


tude  and  strength  in  which  thfcy  prepare  to 
meet  this  contest;  and  to  chaff,  for  the  insig- 
ficancy  and  weak  condition  in  which  they  are 
left  at  the  end  of  it.     Danid  ii.  34,  speaks  of 
the  same  events^  and  by  the  same  images, 
comparing  them  to  the  *Mjght  dust  of  the 
summer  threshing   floors,  which   the    wind 
bloweth  away,  so  that  the  place  of  it  was  no 
more  found."     But  whether  these  victqFie^ 
are  to  be  achieved  personally  by  the  jews 
themselves,  or  (previously  to  the  grestt  move- 
ment of  that  nation)  by  some  mighty  and  en- 
terprising spirit  raised  up  by  Providence,  and 
sent  on  b^ore  fbenij  ^s  a  pioiieer,  to  prepare  a 
road  for  their   march,   and  beat  dowa  the 
obstructions  at  present  subsisting,  is  as  y^t 
wrapped  up  close  in  the  veil  of  futurity,  of 
which  the   foldings  are  too  intricate  to  be 
opened  before  the  time.     The  scripture,  we 
know,  commonly  speaks  (in  the  prophetic 
stile)  of  things  as  actually  done,  which  are  cer^ 
tain  to  be  done  at  some  far  distant  tioie ;  and 
also  ascribes  actions  to  persons  for  whose  sake 
they  are  done,  although  done  by  another,  who 
neither  expected  nor  designed  any  such  resul^ 
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from  his  exploits;  Hbus  it  may  be  said  of 
Iwael  "  tbou  sbalt  thresh  the  mounkiins^^  &c. 
if  it  shall  appear  frdtai  the  result,  that  the  Su-- 
preme  Ruler  deigned  the  etaancipatioh  di  his 
people  by  such  a  catastrophe,  although  the 
Jiail  has  been  put  into  the  hand  of  another 
thresher.* 

There  is  an  evident  allusion  to  some  such 
mighty  revolutionary  power,  to  be  raised,  tip 
by  Providence,  with  a  view  6f  making  such 
great  changes  in  the  state  of  the  world,  as  his 
divine  wisdom  zsiA  justice  have  in  contempla- 
tion, before  the  great  movement  of  his  own 
people  begins  visibly  to  take  place.  Thisf 
seems  to  be  intimated  in  Isaiah,  (Ixii.  io,J 
"  Go  through,  go  through  the  gates,  prepare 
you  the  way  of  the  people^  cast  up,  cast  Up  the 
highway,  gather  out  the  stones,  lift  up  a 
STANDARD  for  the  people  :'*— and  in  Isaiah^ 
(Ivii.  4,)  "  Cast  ye  up,  cast  ye  up,  prepare  the 

way,    TAKE    UP    THE    STUMBLING    BLOCIS^ 

put  of  the  way  of  iiiy  people.** 

f  See  Psabn  Iviii*  %  10^  11|  and  cxlii^  6>  7^  S,  9.-«c 
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These  bighly  $gurative  passagea  seem  tot 
aUude  to  /i&^  march  of  that  wboh  natiotty  a« 
in  th^  original  Exodoe,  cmt  of  the  counttiei 
w)ie9e»  previously  to  this  dlviiie  procUunation, 
they  had  endured  a  rigorous  captivity.  But 
noit^  by  the  secret  movements  of  God's  iner« 
ciful  providence  preparing  events  in  secret, 
and  the  altered  state  of  the  world  in  con-, 
sequence  thereof^  producing  th?  immediate 
causes  of  thetr  emancipation,  they  seize  upon 
the  defiles  and  strong  passes,  or  gates,  and 
find  the  impassaUe  and  rough  places  made 
smooth  as  a  military  road  j  and  above  all,  the 
great  stumbUtig  block^^  which  for  ages  had. 
stood  in  the  way,  now  broken  down  and 
levelled  with  the  eafth.  For  "  the  brs ake:i^ 
18  come  up  before  them.*  They  have  broken 
jxp,  suid  have  passed  through  the  gate,  and  are 
gpne  out  by  it;  and  their  I^ngs  shall  passi 
before  them,  and  the  Lord  on  the  head  of 
tjhienu"  Micahiit  13, 


*  The  rise  of  the  Breaker,  and  the  work  ^J^Jnted  fer  thb 
great  instrument  of  Providence  to  accomplish,  are  treated  of  a^ 
large  in  a  futufrc  icction. 
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To  thk  tremendous  cra^  thA  m^^^sred 
^balmiBt  sepma  (in  Pd»  cxlix.  j:^  .iSbc:^}  tk>'  ak 
lude»  .  **  hj6i  the  saints  be  joyfiil  m  ^Icky^ 
let  tfatm  sing  aloud  (Rev.  xv.  iSi)  upt3n  Axk 
beds.*  Let  the  high  (HiiisQs  of  ;.God  r>beviii 
thdr  mouths  arid  n  two^dged  swocd  in  tSbsSi 
htiidwt   .  Xq.  egcecute  teageattcer  npon  th^ 

.  I       -  •  ','  ....    y..  .         ;    ;      .*    .    r 

♦  Upon  the  couch  of  repo«e,  after  the  JFatigues  of  the  sufe* 

ccesfiil  contest  against  their  persecuting  enemies.     Thii  Psalm 

Umch  analJier  smgrftfktmfif  KQmpcS9fd.m  th«  «pint  of  pt^d^ 

phecy  for  the  occasion  of  I«nd*a  seionj  ExoAu^  as  |that  in  ^ 

fifteenth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Exodus,  which  Mo8es.and  the 

army  sung  upon  their  escape  from  tharoah.     Bishop  Ho^^ 

spiritualietlag  on  tils  occasion  rathbir  too  much,  says,  «<'How 

obvious ia  it,  i\xa^  the  pceUe,  <yf  whiph  we  h»ve  httez^^Mf 

ical  exhibition,  is  one  that  cannot  taktt  place  till  after  thef^m^ 

_  rectiott  ?  because  the  followers  of  thd  Lamb  have  nothing  to  do 
with  vejigeance  in  this  worid,**-i-Peirhaps  not,  y«^t  they  toayi 
ievein  against  their  will  and  dc'si jn,  be  made  instmrnentia  in  ^e 

^hand  of  God,  io  exeath-  **tie  .judgmeta  *afriite»^^  ag^i^t.i^ 
and  their  enemies.  (Isa.  xiii.  Si)  The  cijtjumstances  eniuoe* 
rated  do  agree  muth  worse  with  the  state  of  the  ikssed  m  h^a»^ 
tjw,  than  with  that  of  the  contorted  jews>  previous  to  theS 
re-settlement,  and  the  holy  and  p^acteful  mille^iniuin  srhicb  14 
to  ensue. 

t  "  The  hebrew  Verbs  in  the  t)i«cedipg  Verae  ai:e  in  the 
ttttute  tense.  I»  this,  the  original  hath  no  verb  at  all/'  Horn^i 
Comment.  The  **  two  edged  sword  in  their  land^^*  if  we 
inay  borrow  for  once  the  above-named  author'^  stile  of  intrf* 
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iieailien,  add  punishments  upon  thd  peo^e  i 
tb  Uad  their  kings  with  chains,  and  their 
nd^  ^th  fetters  of  iron :  to  execute  upon 
them  the  judgment  /v^iitten.  Such  honor 
have  all  his  saints.''  This  vengeance  upon 
thdr  enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the  chris-^ 
tian  name,  "  the  wont  oftbc  bcatbtnl^  (EzeL 
viL  24,)  who  have  trodden  down  Jerusalem, 
and  spoiled  and  desolated  the  ^  glory  of  all 
lands y^  for  many  ag^ :--4hose  enemies  also, 
of  the  Lamb  and  hiii  followers,  whieh  have 
rioted  in  the  blood  of  the  saints  for  an  equally 
long  term :  the  honor  of  this  final  triumph  is 
reserved  for  all  Ms  saints ;— -and  is  declared  to 
be  the  execution  of  the  judgment  written^  and 

pretitioii,  miy  perha|>i  signify  tlie  Holy  Serit>ttites  of  the  Old 
Testament  and  tie  NeWf  a  sword  whi<:h  eilts  with  two  edges  the 
snti-dirisdan  enemies  6f  the  x«fortned  christians  and  converted 
jews  ;  and  of  which  the  jews  themselves  will  then  no  longer 
disdain  to  make  me^  agstinst  the  adversaries  of  Christ  and  hii 
truth. 

The  worJofGodu  often  compared  to  a  s^doord^  (Ephes.  vi, 
17>— Rev.  X'x.  15,) — and  to  a  t*Wi  edged  tme^  (Heh.  iv.  VI. 
Hev.  i*  16:  ii«  12.)  If  we  suppose  the  vengeance  of  the 
l^ts  to  he  executed  chiefly  with  tUs  s*t»0rd^  and  their  chains 
(of  iron  strength)  to  be  fabricated  out  of  the  same  metal ;  it 
^jU  tak^  off  the  edge  of  the  Bishop's  criticism  in  a  former  note- 
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the  punctual  aGcom[d]«hme{it  of  the  aaci^nt 
{MTOphecies.^ 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  shevr  at  con-> 
siderable  lengthy  the  harmony  and  consistency 
of  the  most  remarkable  prophecies  that  relate 
to  the  day  of  the  Lord,  or  the  comiko  of 
Christ  in  his  threatened  judgments  upon, 
the  jews ;  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  their 
religious  and  civil  polity : — ^the  miseries  that' 
unbelieving  people  have  in  consequence  en- 
dured, for  a  period  of  nearly  1800  years, 
since  the  commencement  of  their  captivity  by 
the  romans,  as  the  prophets,  in  figurative  stile 
and  by  anticipation  of  history,  have  exhibited 
the  INDIGNATION  upou  IsraeK*!" — and  lasriy, 
the  repentance  and  conversion,  the  emancipa- 

*  Psalm  cH.  16— 2S.     Isa,  xlifi.  5,  6 :  xxx.  SO,  to  the  eni 

^  From  tbe  long  duration  and  great  misery  of  the  Roman, 
or  last  captivity  of  the  Jews,  it  is  distinguished  in  prophecy 
both  by  great  peculiar ity  and  minuteness  of  description,  and 
ako  by  the  peculiar  names  of  the  inJtgnaiiott — the  decisive  con* 
tumpifon  "^hat  Jetermtned  to  be  poured  upon  the  desolate  :  and 
w]th  respect  to  this  pre-eminent  desolation,  the  roman  eagles 
arc  caSled  tie  abomination  of  desolation.    This  captivity  com- 

A  A* 
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don  and'  happ^^  state  of  unlnterraptcd  ^Vof 
^xh  God  and  man ;  which,  by  the  sore  mer- 
cies of  the  God  of  Israel,  are  in  reserve  for  his 
long  forsaken  people. 

inencer!  under  the  emperor  Vcepatian,  about  the  year  of  our 
l6rd  80. 

In  ail  th*"  pfophedes  that  refer  to  thii  ev^t,  modeni  or 
fapa!  Rome  is  considered  as  the  image  and  representative  of  an- 
cient pag4m  Rome ;  and  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  it  ap- 
pear in  the  following  sections,  her  spiritual  suljects  are  de* 
scribed  by  epithets  appropriate  to  the  original  romans,  and  con- 
^dered  as  the  captors  and  ptrsecnlors  of  tl)e  psopk  of  God. 
This  observation  is  necessary  to  tke  right  applioation  and  ap- 
prehension of  these  phspbeciesi 

The  ensign  upon  the  mountains  and  the  gretU  trumpet  are»  it 
seems,  signals  of  6uch  a  nature,  that  they  may  be  overlooked^ 
or  misunderstood,  ki  an  age  more  ashamed  of  the  inputatioa 
of  fanaticism  than  of  infidelity*  and  o^are  deVoted  t^  philo- 
sophy than  to  religion,  "  lie  natural  fkaht*  as  the  apostle 
asserts,  (and  the  philosophical  man  too,  as  has  been  shrewdly 
suspected, )  *^pertwoeth  Aoi  the  thinge  of  the  spirit  of  GoJt  fir  ^^ 
are  spiritually  discerned^*  Hence  it  came  to  pass  that  the  great 
majority  of  these  two  descriptions  of  mankind  paid  not  a  due 
regard  to  these  two  signals  of  the  Deity  speating  to  the  nvorldf 
when,  in  the  most  amazing  manner,  they  were  both  displayed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  gospel  age,  with  "  signs,  and 
winders,  and  mighty  deeds : — their  sound  went  forth  unto  all 
lands,  and  their  words  unto  the  ends  of  the  world.'^  (Psalni 
iix.  4  \  KoQU  X.  16;  Isa.  liii.  L) 
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May  it  be  granted,  in  addition  to  the  many, 
onercies  with  which  we  have  been  crowned^ 
and  the  pre-eminent  glory  that  has  been 
spread  around  our  highly  favored  nation,  (up- 
held by  a  peculiar  Providence  "  in  the  day  of 
the  great  slaughter^  when  the  towers  falll^"^^ 
to  be  chosen  as  the  happy  instruments  of  for- 
xvarding  the  purpose  of  the  Most  High,  and 
assisting  the  triumphant  Exodus  of  his  elgct, 
the  REMNANT  of  bis  peoplejf  that  we  may 
so  wisely  "  discern  the  si^ns  qfthe  time^j^  that 
we  may  ^  see — when  the  ensign  is  lifted  up 
upon  th^  mountains,  and  when  the  great 
^umpet  is  blown^  wje  may  hear/* 

t  Issask  xx:|.  2^*        f  Iiaiah  ;i^.  ^1,  22,  2S^ 
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SECTION  VII. 


yir  Jews^  though  broken  off  through  unbeUefy 
arc  still  witnesses  for  God^ — to  the  new 
World  nowy  as  formerly  to  the  old. — Diffi^ 
culties  in  the  prophecy  of  the  witnesses ^  not 
well  accounted  for; — a  solution  proposed. 
T^hey  must  be  distinct  from  each  other ^ — 
and  numerically  rwo. — Must  be  perpetu-- 
filly  in  existence^  and  in  their  prophetic 
function  for  1260  years.^:^In  disgrace  and 
persecution^ — be  killed^ — continue  in  a  sin- 
gular state  of  death  three  years  and  a  balfj 
— be  raised  to  life  in  the  sights  and  against 
the  power  of  their  enemies. 

How  exactly  the  situation  of  the  jews,  since 
the  time  of  our  Saviour,  has  corresponded 
with  the  varied  description  of  it  which  dieir 
own  prophets  have  given,  I  have  pointed  out 
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In  the  piPeceding  sections.  The  only  and  hu 
finitely  wise  God  chose  them  before  all  thq 
people  upon  earth,  to  be  a  special  and  bofy. 
people*  a  people  formed  fbr  himself ^^  not  for. 
their  good  qualities,:):  but  for  his  own  un^ 
merited  love  and  mercy,  and  the  oath  he  had 
sworn  to  their  more  faithful  and  righteous 
ancestors.  And  he  produces  them,  and, sets 
them  forth  before  the  eyes  of  the  admiring 
world,  as  bis  witnesses^  to  all  ages ;  a  stand*- 
ing  and  indefectible  miracle,  a  luminous  evi-* 
dence  of  the  truth  of  divine  revelation  to  us, 
in  these  last  days,  notwithstanding  the  darb 
side  of  that  universal  enjightener  ha§  been 
still  turned  towards  themselves. 

Exceedingly  pitiable  has  their  condition 
been,  if  we  take  into  consideration  their  ori- 
ginal and  pre-eminent  title  to  the  promises, 
as  the  children  of  the  kingdom  ;\  and  theit 
wonderful  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  God 
of  their  fathers,  according  to  the  ideas  they 
erroneously  conceive  of  his  uncbahgeabk  trutli. 

♦  Deut.  vii.  6.         f  ^^a,  xliii,  21,         \  Dcut.  is.  6^ 
J  Isa.  xliii,  10,         H  Matt.  rKi,  1«. 
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Ne!thei>  the  confiscation  of  their  cfffectSy  nor  thq 
personal  dangers  they  have  baen  exposed  to 
Qpon  acootint  df  thdur  religion,  nor  the  scoffs 
$Xkd  contemptuous  treatment  which  their  sin- 
gularities an4  superstitions  have  drawn  upon 
lihefn,  have  made  ^nj  great  impression  to 
seduce  them  to  dissemble  their  religion,  or 
twelve  fron^  the  customs  of  Moses,  They 
still  submit,  for  conscience  sake,  to  the  &&^ 
gusting  practice  erf"  circumcision;  and  support 
with  a  patience  worthy  of  a  better  cause^ 
(he  increased  load  of  their  burdensome,  and 
pften  uncommanded  ritual ;  which  even  io, 
$he  days  of  Christ  was  so  heavy  a  yoke,  that 
**  neither  they  nor  their  /(Hhersi  ware  able  (q 
hear  it.^ 

Thm  own  prophets  have  declared,  and  our 
Lord  has  confirmed  the  assertion,  thatyj?r  the 
hardness  of  their  hearts  many  things  were  in-» 
^ulged  to  them,  that  God  intended,  in  a  time 
<f  greater  perfection  of  r^lig^on,  to  put  iipoa 
f  better  footing,*  And  that  for  their  pron©-^ 
^ess  to  idolatry,  and  stiiF^-necked  disposition,^ 

:f  Mtttbew  m^  & 


&  tetigioti  was  modelled  on  {mr^Mse  (of  tWii 
tmtractable  spirits,  which  might  bcSt  corfect 
stnd  subdue  their  ill  humours,  and  countei^aet 
tKeir  tendency  to  perverse  Jmitation*     It  ne- 
cessarily consisted  much  o^  Outward  (n^dinao^ 
ces,  but  such  as  had  a  spiritual  meaning,  and^ 
Were  well  capable  of  elevating  the  pious  andf 
believing  heafts  by  fidth   to   the  expected 
Messias,   which    they  always  typically^  and 
sometimes   sacramentalty  represented^,       iTet 
upon  the  gross  and  carnal  imaginations  o^ 
this  wayward  people  they  appear  to  have  had 
Uttle  efiect  in  general,  further  than  as  th^y 
seemed  to  depend  much  upon  a  ttmporary 
reward  of  att  outward,  and  consequently  im-^ 
perfect  obedience.*    "  Therefore  I  gave  them 
also  statutes  which  were  not  goody  ssiys  God 
by  the  prophet,f  and  judgments  whereby  they 
should  not  live/' 

♦  Our  Saviour*8  ejtpositioij  of  the  Deealogue  (Mat*  Vi  2o, 
Ice.)  shews  us  at  once  the  splrttuality  and  goodness  of  the  la^ 
jjiven  to  the  jews,  for  the  times  in  which  it  was  in  force ;  an<{ 
the  gross  perTersion  of  it  which  constituted  the  sanctity  of  ^heif 
highest  professors, 

f  There  is  a  comparative  goodness  in  the  law,  which  cer'-" 
toinl7  appears  to  disadvantage  in  oppoaitiaa  to  the  clean?f 
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Ifhe  carnal  apprehensions  which  the  great 
tnajority  of  the  jews  entertsdned  of  their  law, 
renders  it  not  at  all  surprismg  that  their  ideas 
of  the  Messias  should  have  been  equally  wide 
of  truth  and  consistency  with  the  scripture ; 
and  that,  notwithstanding  the  strong  evidences 
he  brought  with  him,  *^  tbey  knew  not  the  day 
of  their  visitations^  Yet,  after  he  was  come, 
and  had  ^fulfilled  the  law  and  the  prophets^ 
and  abolished  the  hand  writing  of  ordinances  y^ 
which  was  condemnation  to  us,  (not  able  to 

knowledge  of  **  hfe  and  ImmortaTay^*  and  more  efficadoiis 
«  grace  andtriith  which  came  by  Jetui  ChrUt,**  But  the  reiigi« 
cos  pnfctice  and  great  proficiency  of  holy  Dand^  which  ap* 
pears  in  his  heavenly  Psalms,  is  a  proof  that  the  prophets^ 
words  are  not  to  be  taken  in  too  strict  a  siense.  It  waa  their 
▼ain  dependence  upon  the  outward  act  of  reUgtotif  and  k  false 
idea  of  merit  in  their  good  worls,  which  madfe  the  jeWish  rdigioa 
ineffectual ;  and  the  christian  will  he  eqnally  so,  to  those  who 
make  it  a  mere  opus  oferatum  :  for  **  without  fath**  and  fenroiir 
**it  is  impossible  to  please  God.**  Our  Saviour,  in  saying  to  the 
pharisee  "  this  do  and  thou  shalt  iJw,"  does  not  contradict  the 
piophet ;  but  strongly  demonstrates,  in  opposition  to  the  false 
dogmas  of  the  phansees,  the  impossibility  of  justification  by  the 
Woris  of  the  laWf  without  faith  in  the  Redeemer;  for  we  are 
sinners  even  in  our  best  actions — "  the  law  is  holy  and good^^-^ 
tut  we  areevih 
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21  tesuwent  of  |io  ^icUf^  ^nj  longer.;^  iq 
this  dea4  letter,  robbed  0f  itai  ioro^r  quicken^ 
log  grace^the  jevTs  do  utill  adhere.  The  spir^ 
of  crr^r  by  whidbk  tlicy  are  ittftucnced,  appesMfS 
as:  much  in  the  constancy  they  now  maintala 
to  theh:  ancient  ^  form  ofgodlin^ssy  baling  not 
tbi power  qfitj^  as  in  then:  former  peoneaess 
to  apostacy  frooi  it,  vfhcu  it  was  indeed  a  ce- 
ligion  beanog  tt^eistainp  of  divine  auchority*  ^ 

Yet  even  in  this  dcfdorable  state  of  outers 
(tarkmu  and pevHverpig  unheliej^.ikxs,  jews  ara 
9tiU  ^okei^  of  by  ;tfai^  iioly  spirit  of  pmplmry^ 
with  the  tendeni^  atid  4fib;tion  of  divine 
and  ^original  love,  w^idh  tb  the  latest  time 
remembers  the  fove  qfjheir  ^ipous^fis^'f  and 
foresees  the,  day  appioadiingy.when  God  will 
again*  decl^^  himsdf  the  bu^tuLx^  dieir 
qhnrch.J  They  are  mentioned  very  fre* 
quently  in  propHeqy  pnder  the  most  endear- 
ing. :^PP!plUtiqn^,,. as  God's  .fa»/,§.  bis  /r^/- 
^^offlL  SM^\   as  tihie  chriausya  church  is;  hift 

I'  Ifla,  ^Iy«  i\,  II  Jer.  xxkL  9* 


younger  ♦  God's  clcct,t  Jcshuran  Whom  Ke 
hath  chosen,!  God's  glorjr,^  and  repeatedly 
God's  witnesses.  If  Whatever  may  be  their 
demerit,  in  having  afforded  an  handle  to  the 
enemies  of  revealed  reUgion  in  general  to 
blaspheme,  by  thdr  giving  the  Ue  to  christian 
truth,  and  indeed  to  God  himself^  (who  hath 
given  such  record  of  his  Son  as  leaves  the 
jews  above  all  oth^  unbeHevers  without  ex- 
cuse,**)  yet  thdr  utility  to  religion,  on  the 
other  hand,  hath  been  as  great.  For  bemdes 
the  merit  attributed  to  ^em  by  the  qxistb,-— * 
(Rom.  ix.  4,)—*^  to  whom  pertsdneth  the 
adopticm,  and  the  gbry,  and  (bc^)  the  cove^ 
xiants,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  ser- 
vice of  God,  and  the  promises }  whose  are 
the  fathers,  and  of  whom  as  concerning  the 
flesh  Christ  cam^  who  is  over  all,  God,  bl^^St 
edforever^  Amen.''     TJlieir  unmmfy  aa4 

♦  Ezek.  xm.  61.  The  elder  sister  pf  the  cl^urdi  of  the 
converted  jews,  is  the  christian  church  now  subristing  f  and  the 
youngefi  is  the  gi^t  body  of  believers  to  be  added  to.  tfaemoY 
^her  dittrch,  (or  Jerusateoi,)  for.a  daugbtci^  when  the  geii^ 
conversion^  or  **fiilnttt  of  the  gmUiki^*  is  come  in. 

f  Isa.  xlv.  4.  X  Isa-  xKv.  S.  J  Isa.  *Uii»  21. 

I  Isa.  riiii.  10;— xKv.  &  ^  I  John^ir.  «r. 
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mrnktrnted  steadfastfkss  as  Go€ps  wiMessis^ 
dcitetVes  die  greats  praise.  In  the  ages  h&^ 
fore  Christ,  they  have  been  a  great  and  shining 
fight  to  the  darkness.  q£  pi^aiuto,  and  a  standi 
5n^  tm^knce  of  the  epcistence  (^  a  God^  ind  of 
the  undeniable  truth  of  their  own  part  of  di** 
vine  fevdationk  And  in  ail  time  since,  they 
hilve  been  a  strong  demoisistration  of  the  truth 
even  cf  that  cbristianity  which  they  thrad* 
selves  deny ;  and  have  lift  up  thdbr  consenta^ 
neons  voice,  as  proj^ets  and  witnesses  for  tho 
God  of  heaven,  against  the  impious  worship* 
piers  of  samts  and  angels,  crucifixes  and  re^ 
liques,  and  all  the  multifarious  lumber  of  an 
idolatry  truly  Egyptian.  In  this  respect  the 
jews  in  their  unbelief,  wiU  rise  up  in  the 
judgment  a^dnst  the  men  of  this  generation^ 
anid  will  condemn  them,  as  guilty  of  a  great* 
fer  unbelief  and  apostacy  than  their  own,  in 
the  midst  of  the  clearest  light,  which  from 
them  has  been  withdrawn* 

la  this  protest  and  testimony  against  Idol- 
atry, the  jews  have,  Z;^  these  last  days^  been 

joined  by  the  equally  loud  aiid  warning;  voiac 
»  B  ^ 
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of  the  feformed  dbristkn  chorcliv  ttnvm^ 
$fpm  ^  the  everlasth^  g^^p^K^  whidi  iht 
man  ef  sin  (under  the  pietedoe  of  an  ih&l&. 
bk  guidance)  had  in  fact  '^  ihtmt  under  a 
busbtlf*  though  it  had  itist  been  in  his  power 
iltrhoUy  to  extinguieh  it,  or  td  silence  the  pro-* 
testing  vdice  oitbe.  witmsses  Qfjtsmlt^hj  Im 
deceivablentis  tf  tmrigbUousness^  or  in^i^to^ 
rial  cruelties.  This  union,  mid  condstency  o^ 
testimony^  between  the  jcwi  and  ibc  protest-- 
mt  christians  against  modeni  iddatry,^  and 
an  support  of  those  first  priiicipiea  of  rereat 
ed  re%ion^  ibc  unity  f^-Ot^i  and  bis  bMrcd 

*  The  nototious  iioldry  of  the  church  of  Romei  and  the 
utter  inconsistency  (of  ardigion.so  disguised  with  supersti- 
tion) with  their  ideas  of  God,  lA^heii  he  says,— ^"  hear  O  I«rae!« 
the  Lord  thy  God  is  wMh^d,**  (D#ttt4  vi.  4,}  and  «  /am 
Jehenahf  thai  U  w^  munej  mf  gUty  mA  J  ioij^\9  amAeri 
maiber  my  praiie  to  graven  smaga,  (Isa^  xlii*  8.)«— This  ha^ 
been  the"  great  stumbling  bldck  in  the  way  of  the  conTeraion 
4Df  the  jews.  tlntU  thii  be  btoken  ddwh#  and  entirely  taken 
but  of  the  way,  little  gockl  nviU  b«  done  by  any  atiiempts  td 
convert  them  to  chiistianity.  Christian  truth  itself  is  inviil. 
nerabk,  but  its  adversaries  shoot  thi^ir  arrows,  <*rt»ff  hittdr 
mfordff'*  at  an  hideous  phantom,  dreft  in  the  imposing  gafb  of 
hriness  and  InfatttHrtiyt  and  through  th6  sides  of  foptry  christU 
asity  itself  is  apparently  wounded; 
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^^//)  iriiggttts  a  sdiiitioir  jof^diat  gi»tf£ 

teulty  in  Jllife.A|>ocaljrj»c,  {c\mpk  xi  3-**ij;) 

wliich  I!  Iiaw  not  seen  ofierM'befbre^     T%» 

pn^hecy  or  protest  of  the  two  witnesseai  fot 

authoussH^itwra  hundred  and  tfhreascore  da^rs^ 

doariied  iiiisa^tebth,  (whitteii-the  very  sam* 

*j>acfe  diFtittie  ffialt  is  allotted  to-tfeeHTiumpHknt 

Wkkcdncsi  4iid  Cruelty  of  ANtrcM^iS^,)  has 

bccasionfed  a  grfeatef  variety  and  discordancy 

bf  opihioft  aniotigst  the  commentators,  thai 

jp;eirhapd  apy  other  point.      For  though  all 

Seem  to  be  agreed^  t;hat  the  prophecy  oC.thes^ 

two  lifknessei^  is  no  other  than  a  perpetuated 

and  thunderiBg  testimony  against  the  errori 

und  cqrrt^ign  cf  the  cburcb  of  Romcj  whic^ 

as-  Bishop  Newton  Jearnedly  proves^  h^  never 

been  wholly  silp^it,  in  any.  period  of  the  reigi 

jofthejflan  of  sin  i*  yet  it  i^jrtot  well  agredl 

%^  the  nmitt€SMf  4tei  :  Aud  in  the  tarlet^ 

bf  sohitions  that  |^ve  hmi^y^ti  to  thi^^)iesr 

tioii^  there  h^ye  beeii  perJhiaps  noaie  w^id| 

have  not  been  liable  to  objections. 

* '     • 

^  BisHop  Mtrwtoii>  ^bl.  iii.  p;  HUr 
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,  These  vritaesscs  and  jprophato,  wfaoee  kestu^ 
taony  coolsmieB  (thoi^  in  aaCkdodi,  or  uiv^ 
der  restnunt  and  persecudon  more  (»*  less,)  for 
the  whole  term  allotted  to  the  spiritual  tyrant^ 
areexpr^yfiaidtobeTWoinnumben  The 
commcm  soludoo  of  this  is^  (bat  they  fhaSL  b^ 
even  in  the  darkest  or  worst  times,  Although 
but  few,  yet  a  number  suffida$tly  competent  for 
such  a  testimony^  against  the  appatacy  of  the 
fchurch  at  JiM^ge  firom  truth  and  holiness.* 

But  prophecy  is  not  Wont  to  he  so  vaguft 
and  dubious  in  matters  of  this  consequence, 
and  where  it  comes  so  vety  close  to  the  point, 
as  to  as^gn  particular  marks  of  notoriety;  and 
especially  in  a  prophecy  of  such  a  nature,  thai; 
it  is  actually  under  x>ur  eyes  continually^  and 
fulfilling  in  every  age.  By  the  express  num^ 
ber  t^ffo  therefore,  something  marked  and  pe«^ 
culiarly  distinguishable  by  tbdt  number  must 
certainly  be  intended.  The  most  noted  re- 
Ibrmersi  it  has  been  remarked,  bate  indeed 

•  I>eiit.xix«  tJi  &fat*xvili.  16«  ^  In  tll^  tnoUth  «fi«r# 
«fifi9«y/iy  «h«U  tveiy  wofid  be  eaubliiiied.'^ 
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generaUy  apjpeardi  m  pairs,  as  Luther  aod 
€alvin,  John  Huss  and  Jttromc  of  Prague,'  &tf* 
yet  perhaps  never  so  stiikihgly  and  pccufiatiy 
in  paofsi  ^^at  there* were  not  at  the  same  tinwi 
other  refiirmerd,  of  suffideht  notoriety,  to  in- 
validate that  sort  of  approprmtmiof  the  num^^ 
hep  two  to  any  of  the^m,  And  indeed  it  it 
evident  that  no  such  sort  of  approprlatidii  of 
the  tMe  of  the  tivo  wi/^/^j/rx,  has  been  for 
many  years,  or  now  is,  appKcable  to  ahyttM, 
individual  men;  though  the  beast  is  still  reign- 
ing,  and  the  two  witnesses  still  prophesjriog;* 
Besides  that  obvious  objection,  that  the  man- of 
sin  himsdf  is  not  one  individual  man,  but  a 
fuccession  of  men  in  one  office  and  character 

f  Bishop  Newfon  on  the  propKedes,  (v.  S*  p.  146|}  after 
fitmg  several  opinipnii  of  Interpreters,  ^bseryesy  *^  In  all  these 
fslses  there  may  be  soiih»  seisp;ib]aBce  to  this  prophecy  of  lib 
Jn^h  and  resurrection  of  the  wiinessa  ;  am}  all  the  fcrmer  efforti 
^tki  tfi0tt  may  he  the;  types  and  figure^  pf  this  his  last  a^4 
i;reate8t  e^ort*  But  though  these  instances  answer  lA  some 
respects  they  fiiil  in  others^  and  pafrticvlarly  in  thisyr^that  t^ef 
are  none  of  them  the  lastfettectttion.  Besides,  as  the  two  wit- 
•esseaare  designed  to  be  the  r^ptesentai^Tfs  of.  the  pro^ta&ta 
|n  general,  so  the  pers^utiPli  must  be  general  (oo,  and  lu^ 
confined  to  this  or  tbat  particular  church  or  nation,"  He  add^ 
dfterwatdsi  *«  It  appears  then,  that  the  grcatar  part  ^  t^ 
Mophecy  x^mains  yet  te  befuJ^lJfi4*\ 
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^fantiohristianismi;  which  k  perpetuated  fl^ 
twelve  hundred  aod  nuty  year^^  tand  of  cows^ 
the  witnesses,  to  be  ^  perpetuated  in  oppo^ 
ti(m  to  him,  must  he  considered  {i^  two  colkch 
ive  hodUs  of  men  in  umtiterru[tfpd  succession^ 
and  not  two  single  pei9on% 

Whatever  other  objections  may  lie  against 

{ny  proposed  application  of  this  prophecy,  to 

tbe.two  disipinct  bodies,  tbc  people  ef,  Israel  and 

^be  rearmed  cbr\$tl<ins^  it  is  free  from  the  above 

^  least.    For  ihcsg  two  yjitnesses,  how  widely 

ipeparated  soever. in  other  points  pf  faith,  and 

(hereby  notoriously  distinguished  as  two^  are 

still  subsis^g,  ancl  still  un^mous  in  their 

protest  and  prophecy  against  popery,  and  both 

of  them  in  possession  of  those  tources  of  di- 

yine  truth  from  whence  all   true  prophecy 

^ust  be  derived;   and  out  of  v^hicb   thiey 

Sunder  fc^rtli  the  most  dreadful  denanciaticn^ 

pf  the  divine  wrath,  against  the  Worshippers  of 

..<he  beast,  and  ^*  huvepQwer  to  snUte,  bis  spiritu^ 

'^id  empire  wtb  plagues^  as  of  pets  iu  i^  vnlU^*^ 

(Rev,  xiv.  10  J  3a/5,'6.) 

*  The  prophets  flw«  Eguratifety  itepzsseiitet  «8  ^b^it  wlml 
Qod  by  their  xnoQth  denounces  ^X  h&v^  do*    ISbm  Mo^ 
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As  .w4tQQ$$es  fbrGod^. against  the  tno^ 
fli^aat  violatioa  of  the  fir$t,pnQC]|>les  of  re- 
'V'ealed  religion,  .the  jews  rand  the  protestanCs 
have  beea .  constant  and  unanimous  m  their 
tatimmy^  from  the; first  rise  of  Antiehrist j 
t^ad  have  been. fdlow  sufferers .a«id  ^aartyrs 
togcdicr.  in  the  satne  holy  testimony,  whidi 
tiicy  ha^ve  not  yet  Aaished :  ajad  time  will 
shew  haw  they  will  be  united  in  th w  de^tb 
and  resurrection^  whether  they  be  figurative, 
or  natural     The  chief  part  of  that  fear  and 
disquietude^  which  Moses  fijretold  to  the.jews 
would  be  the  consequence  of  their  denial  of 
•  Christ,  aros^  from  the  bl^try  ©f  the  Romish 

m9A  cofudtuted  A^  G^d-o^ter -rj^ht^^whf  ai^  hia  word  was  fate. 
(Exodus  vii*  1«)  And  thus  Jeremiah  was  appojioted  over  the 
nations^  to  buiUstpf  andto.pull  dpwft,  (Jen  i.  10.)  And  as  Je« 
remiah  handed  round  amongst  the  nations  to  which  he  prophe* 
aied^  the  prophetic  cup  of  divine  wrath^  and  even  compelled  them 
to  Jrml.it,  ( Jer  xxv*  28i)  ao  do  these  two  modern  prophets 
figmrativdy  Inflict  their  plagues ^  by  denouncing  the  judgments  of 
God  impending  over  idolatry  and  apostacy.  (Rev,  xiv.  10.) 
In  what  manner  this  part  of  their  prophecy  is  made  good«  by 
fire  proceeding  out  of  their  mouths,  to  the  destruption  of  their 
enemies ;— by  shutting  heaven,  that  it  rain  not  any  heavenly 
influences  of  grace  upon  idolaters,  but  only  blood  afld  \f  rath  \ 
^iU  be  shewn  in  si  future  section, 

C    C    . 
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churchy  and  the  persecutions  with  which,  ir> 
all  popish  countries,  they  were  perpetually 
harassed  and  destroyed.  For  the  infallibte 
head  of  the  church  having  fallen  into  so  great 
an  error,  as  the  establishing  the  worship  of 
images,  **  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits^  and 
doctrines  of  devils^  that  is,  to  the  adoration 
of  demons^  or  dead  men  and  women  canon- 
ized,t  ^^  "^^  ^®  jews,  (Rpnu  x.  2,)  ^sea^ 

♦  1  Tiwj.  iy.  h 

t  AAA*  %n  i  ^iu  TO,  £9y«,  ^tUfMnmjiu  urn  i  QU0  Imo. 
illttd  AcOf  qiuB  immolatU  GenteSf  d^monus  immoiaatf  et  notk  Deo. 
The  apostle  here  positively  asserts  that  the  heathen  Gods  were 
wicked  spirits^  or  deviU  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  woid ;.  and 
the  psalmisct  according  to  the  Septuaginty  (Ps.  xcvi.  5y)  says 
the  same  :  irt  xtimt  •*  '$im  rSt  tBj£r  imfii9im»  The  heathens 
themseWes  had  a  different  idea  of  their  gods  and  deihons,  but 
the  primitive  christians,  says  Whitby,  **  engaged  to  force  their 
gods,  by  the  power  of  the  name  of  Christ,  to  oonfess  them- 
selves to  be  evU  tpirttSf  even  before  their  worshippers.  Qmcr 
gutdDmnottUM  co&is,  victi  dolore^  quid  sunt  eloquntur ;  t^u  iesfi' 
huif  esse  eos  D^monetf  de  se  verum  confitentihu  crediu%  Minudus 
p.  31.  TertuL  ApoL  c.  23.''  Their  evil  doctrines,  and  se- 
duction of  mankind  fi-om  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the 
true  God  to  the  vilest  idolatries,  and  to  abominable  and  even 
human  sacrifices,  (Ps.  cvi.  STy)  is  a  sufficient  indication  what 
sort  of  spirits  they  were.-— The  destroy'pg  the  heathen  idolatry 
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icms^  (without  knowledge^  and  itbove  measure,) 
as  is  mostly  the  case  in  an  erroneous  beliefs 
(Acts  viii.  3.)  And  the  obstinacy  of  the  jews, 
in  the  abhoWenCe  they  always  estpressed  against 
image  worships  m  persons  who  professed  to 
kiibw  the  tnie  God,  wais  felt  as  a  sting,  and  re- 
venged as  a  reproach  ;  jiist  as  the  pure  maxims 
of  Christ's  dbctrine,  for  the  same  reasons,  were 
excepted  against  by  the  jpharisees ;  *'  Master, 
thus  saying  thou  feproachest  us."  The  same 
sediictng  spirits^  which  suggested  such  im- 
pious and  antichristian  doctrines  to  sin-de** 
ceived  minds,*  suggested  also,  in  due  consist- 
ency with  such  a  corrupt  faith,  a  suitable 

is  called,  destroying  the  woris  of  the  devUt  (1  J6I111  iii.  89)  and  b 
turning  them  from  the  power  tf  Satan  unto  God*  (Acts  xxvi,  18.) 
The  saint  gods,  and  false  mediators' which  are  worshipped  un- 
der various  names  in  thf»  church  oif  Rome,  are  gods  of  the  same 
stoMft — their  doctrines  are  the  same,  and  their  worship  idol- 
atry. Rev.  ix.  20.  I  Tim.  iv.  1,  &c.  Rev.  xvi.  14  :^^xviii.  2* 
Daniel  (xi.  39,)  calls  thena  Mahuzzim^  God's  froketors;  and 
the  saints  in  the  church  of  Rome  has  every  one  his  office,  ia 
th&  same  maiuier  as  the  gods  x£  the  pagans  had  before  them. 
Leviticus  J xvii.  7.-^I>eut.  XKxii.  17*— SChron.  xi;  IS.-^ 
2  Kings  xvii.  17.— Isa.  xiii.  21 1— Ivii.  S.—Ezck.  xvi,  2 : — 
XX.  26. 

*  Isa.  xxvii*  11.-— 2  Thess.  ii^  11. 
C  C    2 
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depattiirefimntdirisdaQ  chaxity^  atid  even  £:6ai 
tk&  commoQ  sympafthyi  o£  human  nature. 

That  the  jewsy  as  living  evidences  of  the 
truth  of  God,  and  faithful  conservators  and 
guardians  of  the  holy,  scripture*^*  should  have 
been  objects  of  peculiar-  aversion  and  rancour 
in  the  dark  ages  of  popery^  is  the  le^s.tobe 
wondered  at ;  since  the  scriptures  themselves 
were  beheld  with  e^reme  jealousy^  and  an 
evil  eye  J  and  were  not  exempt  from  thdr 
full  share  in  the  general-  persecution  which 
raged  against  all  the  evidences  of  divine  truth. 
They  were  found  equally  contumacious ^  and 
incorruptible  by  any  other  means  than  force 
and  torture^  to  make  them  speak  in  favor  of 
the  dogmas  of  popcfyi  They  vrare  therefore 
kept  out  of  sight,  cloathed  also  in  sackcloth^ 
and  persecuted  with  every  species  of  literary 
torture^  and. loaded  with  codtemptvatidblas^ 
phemy^j"}"  and   at  la$t   Incarcerated^  in    the 

*  Faithful  for  the  main  ^artj-^i^  Uttk  tender  xMily^iipoit  one 
pointi  the  scriptare  evidences-  that  Jetns  of  Naaaretk  «^  ibe 
Memos  of  the  prophets. . 

f  Their  blasphemy  against  the  scripture  will  be  prnnted  out 
on  another  occrsion,  as  thiswas  only  one  of  the  trick«  <rf~tlie 
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tondty  dungeoA  ^f-  an '  unAmnm  hfigui^  of - 
ivhidi'  th6  appointed  keepers  kad^  laii  tik^  hf^ 
and  which  they  had  Ibng  ceaded  to  '^isiti* 

'trade,     St  PauUs  objection  against  dnvninown  tmgue  in  the 
chureb  wad  of  coUfse  over- ruled  y  t)ytthe-8iiperiov  aothoritjrtif ' 
his  lafellible  Holinesa ;  who  had  power  even  t6  abrog^  oner 
or  more  of  the  commandments  of  God  himtelfy  and  transub- 
stantiate Chnst  into  an  idol, 

*  The  reading,  of  the^  word  of  CSod  hforhiiden  to  ibepeo^^ 
in  generaU  and  those  to.  whom  it  is  indidged  must  liave  a  Jicene^^ 
for  it,  which  comes  very  hagh,  and  is  with  great  diiScnlty  oh« 
taiAed.  The  reason  is  plainly  because  .the  Bible  is  an  berdim. 
iooi,  and  the  fomenter.  of  heresy.  Bishop  Burnet  iafajs  Hisw. 
toty.  of  the-Reformationi  relates  sevend.  instances'  of  iw^omeit) 
and  children  cinuianiKd  to  ihefiamu^  by  the  bloody  Bidiap  '&9a^^ 
ne?!  for  no  other  crime  than  the  hang  \n  ^ossesskn^  ^  d.  BUki. 
Th^.Biblritself  was  burnt  bj  the  hands  of  the  commonhaDg^ 
raan^.andno  transbtion  si^Eeved^. until  in  the  prog^sa of  th^« 
reformation  they,  were  obljged,^in  protestant  oountries^.toaUoMT- 
one  of.  th^ir  own  manufacture^  armed  at  all  points^- and  fitt«d% 
for  their  ptu^ose. 

Tbeir.chief'aiitlM>rities  nuaintain  the  pr^pfietyof  ^dfWAi&tfr 
ibe^  Bgbu  ef  the  ward  unddr  a  btuhek  conttary  to  our.  Saviour^. 
(Matt.  v»  15a.).  and^in  opposition  to  the  opinion,  of  St:  Faul^. 
( 1'  Gor.  xivi  2k):  **  Hareticum  est  affirmare-  sacraa  scripturaai* 
hecesimo  in  linguaa  vulgares  convert!  debere*"  "  It  is  heresy^ 
\o  maitttab  di*t  the  holy  scriptures  ought  necessarily  to- be* 
;  traoslatftd  into  th«  vulgar  languages.''  Sanders^  de  vistb. 
Monanshb  kb.  7.— And  before  the  "  Indkts  ExpurgatmH!* 
ipublished  by  the  Forss  authority^  the  fifth  general  rule  ie^ 
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The  holy  scriptures  themselves  ax6  th^re^ 
fore  also  /f0(^  witnesses  zxiA  prophets  vAAxAl 
answer  the  description  here  given.  One  of 
them  prophesying  to  the  Old  World  of  the 
Mosaic  dispensation,  and  both  of  them,  but 
particularly  the  New  Testament,  to  the  last 

this  :<-^Ciim  ejcperientia  docuerit^  ex  permiWotie  sacromm 
BtUiorum  lingua  vdlj^fiy  plus  inde  ob  hominum  temerhatem, 
ignorantiam,  aut  malitiam,  detrimenti  qilaih  utilitatis  oriri,  ptou 
hibenttlr  biblia  lingua  vulgari  extantia,  cum  omnibus  earont 
partibusy  &c."    •*  Seeing  experience  hath  shewn,  that  through 
the  rashoesft,  ignorance,  or  malice  of  men,  mote  harm  than 
good  hath  arisen,  by  suffering  the  Bible  to  be  translated  into 
the  Vulgar  languages  j  thertifore  all  Bibles,  in  any  such  vwna. 
cular  Umguage  urtf  ybrfe"^,  together  with  every  part  thereof, 
whether  in  print,  or  in  manuscript,     "  Negariius,"  (says  an- 
other of  their  greater  lights,)  <«a  laids  requiri  studiimi  ^crip- 
turarum*  imo  salubriter  dicitur  eos  a  lectiotie  scripturarum 
arceri :  sufficereque  iis,  ut  ex  prxscripto  pastorum  ^  doctonmi 
vita5  cursum  moderentur."     «  We  deny  that  the  «tudy  of  the 
scriptures  is  required  of  laymen,  but  it  is  sound  doctrine  to 
maintain  that  they  ought  to  he  frohiKteJ  from   reading   the 
scriptures :  and  that  it  is  enough  for  them  that  they  regukte 
the  course  of  their  lives  hy  the  lUrection  of  their  pastors  and 
teachers-*'— Hist,  of  Popery,  voL  ii,  p.  161—170.   .  «*  Search 
the  scriptures,— for  in  them  ve  think  ye  have.ctcmd  hfcl'* 

(John  V,  39.) ^These  popish  lights  would  persuade  ua 

that  our  Lord  meant  only  a  sarcasm,  in  ih\AJicence  to  read  the 
Kr^tures* 
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times.  No  sooner  did  Antichrist  lift  up  his 
unblcst  head,  but  these  two  holy  prophets 
raised  their  voice  against  him,  and  began  to 
prophesy^  (in  sackcloth,  more  or  less,)  and  to 
inflict  their  plagues  upon  the  great  enemy  of 
truth  and  righteousness.  But  as  the  beast 
was  not  only ^  to  wage  war  against  the  s^aiptts, 
but  to  wear  them  out  with  persecutions,  apd 
prevail  against  them,  and  kill  them;*  $o.  itjt 
fact,  the  scriptures  were  treated  as  seducers  of 
the  people,  and  enemies  to  the  peace  and  uni- 
formity of  the  church  :  and  that  they  might 
do  no  more  mischief,  they  were  shut  up  in 
the  pit  oi  profound  ignorance^  and  loaded  with 
the  fetters  of  an  unknown  tongue^  or  a  mutila- 
\tdi  and  falsified  translation.  Thus  they  not 
only  imitated,  but  far  exceeded  the  lawyers 
and  the  scribes,  who  4ook  away  the  key 
of  knowledge^  and  ^hut  the  gate  of  heaven 
against  them  that  were  entering;  for  they 
withdrew  the  scriptures  altogether  from  the 
use  of  the  people,  and  burnt  them  by  the 
|iands   of  tlie   common  hangman,    together 

*  Dan.  vil   21— 25,— Rev.  xi.  7:— xili.  7. 
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>rkh  their  heretical  partisans  and  afaetioss. 
The,  prayers  and  miniatrations  of  the  church 
of  Rome  were  altogether  mjatin^  after  it  had 
become  ^  dead  language,  and  was  no  longer 
understood  by  the  clergy  themselves,  except 
in  a:  few  rare  instances. 

The  sufferings  that  both  the  jews  and  the 
protestants  were  exposed  to,  on  account  of  re- 
ligion, from  the  ignorant  and  intolerant  zeal 
of  the  popish  clergy,  gives  them  a  pre-eminent 
title,  as  martyrs  and  confessors  of  God,  to  he 
called  in  prophecy  his  two  witnessesy — the 
two  olive  trees  J  and  the  two  candlesticks  stand- 
ing before  the  God  of  the  earth;*  The  rea- 
son why  so  monstrous  a  wickedness  and  cruel- 
ty, (as  the  prophecies  ascribe  to  the  spiritual 
tyrant  pf  the  church,  and  which  history  has 
brought  home  to  his  door,)  was  for  so  long  a 
term  vyinked  at  j:  by  a  righteous  Providence, 

*  Kvtp  XI.  4— Zeob.  it.  3,  11,  14. 

f  God  expo8tiilat:e8  the  case  of  bis  forbearance  witb  the 
wicked  tyrant.  (P«.  1.  21%—^"  These  things  hast  thou  done, 
ilffi  /  kept  idence; — thou  thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether 
such  an  one  as  thyself;  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  set  (thv, 
qiimes}  in  ordet  before  thine  eyes," 
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niust'  not  \k  too  narrowly  enquired  mto,  imM 
the  time  tbiit  Go4  sfcall  "  6r*m^  to  light  the 
i)'ui(kn  things  of  darkness y  and  expose  to  out 
view  the  whole  of  his  plan  in  the  moral  go^ 
verriment  of  the  world,  of  which  we  noW 
judge'  as  of  things  "  seen  only  in  parti,  arid 
through  a  glass  darkly. ^^  It  is  sufficient  for 
our  present  satisfaction,  that,  as  it  was  all  fore- 
known to  the  wisdom  of  God,  so  it  will  be 
all  directed,  by  his  over-ruling  power,  to  a 
good  end.  **  I  will  bring  the  third  part  oftheni^ 
(says  God,  by  Zechariah  xiii.  9)  "  throu^the 
Jire^  and  will  refine  them  as  silver  is  refined, 
and  will  try  them  as  gold  is  tried."  Thus  it 
has  in  all  ages  pleased. God,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom,  to  suffer  some  to  be  exposed  .to  more 
severe  trial  than  the  rest  of  mankind;  but 
they  will  receive  a  higher  reward  of  their  fi- 
delity, at  the  same  tiqje  that  by  their  examples 
of  faith  and  patience,*  and  the  useful  discus- 
sions-jhat  religion  thus  received,  its  influence 
ViTas  more  effectually  spread  .  abroad,  and  its 

*  Bcv;  xHi,  10.  ^*  Here  is  the  p^itieirc^  and  the  fakh  oF  the 
D  D 


trutk.cMkd  ocmybcmg  (sower  mcu^  ^mly  esub# 
lfe^c4  **  Mmj  ahsill  be  purified,  and  made 
whi\»  jiad  tried;  Wt  the  wlckod  sjbaM  db 
3fficieicllj/t  ^  mm  of  tke  ivkhd  shall  under^ 
^md^  but  the  wise  sh^l  onderstaad.*'  {Dan. 
«L  ta)  ^*  For  by  lire,  and  b/hb  sword, 
mil  the  Lord  plead  with  all  fleshy  and  the  slain 
tftbtjjord  shall  he  maay*"  (Isa*  JxvL  lii) 
Fir0  and  tbt  swotd  w^rp  the  chief  w$trumisQti 
pf  martyrdom^  axtd  the  martyts  may  be  eall^ 
the  flain  of  the  Lord^  aa  boing  daia  for  hU 
aakev  and  by  his  dctemimte  c^umcl  andfar^^ 
kmwkdge^ 

The  death  of  tbesfe  t^vo  apocalyptic  witnesses 
inanifestly  appears  to  be  only  a  Jigurativt 
death  i  becaiisb,  lix  thie  short  space  of  three 
prophetic  days  and  a  half,  that  isj  three  year i 
and  a  balf^  we  find  thein  restored  to  life  again, 
and  raised  to  ah  elevation  #here  the  power  of 
their  persecutors  "  cafinot  comeV  But  the 
Heath  of  thfe  martyrs  was  real,  and  thereby  in- 
capable of  corresponding  wirfi  this  essential 
part  of  the  prophecy,  that  the  same  twa  pro^ 
phett  which  were  figuratively  killed  by  the 


tyrB^f  dhmildy  Vp  a  %utad«9  fesunrebfiooi 
tnuiM|ih  ovisac  his:  power.  The  Ji^ufofkfi 
^i;^»f^<^^litic^  OF  religioorsodetkls,  nkmc 
be  the  exdncdon  of  their  religious  and  civjl 
)ibeFtle$  mA  dstabK$htii6i<(8  r  their  faith  atid 
religious  worship  put  under  so-  severe  an  inter* 
^ict,  aa  amounta  to  a  total  abolkion«  The  sy- 
nagogue of  the  ji(ws,  and  the  church  of  re^ 
formed  christians,  notwithstanding  the  appar- 
ently low  and'  still  declining  state  of  popery  s/l 
this  time^  may  yet  be  one  day  subjected  to 
^uch  a  coercion,  and  consigned  to  a  political 
deatbj  for  their  alledged  impiety  and  contu- 
macy ag^nst  the  revived  power,  and  infallible 
oracle  of  holy  roman  church;  and  convert s^  to 
popery  may  yet  again  be  made  at  the  point  of 
the  sword,  and  by  the  fires  of  persecution, 
rekindled  in  one  vast  and  dreadful  but  final 
l^laze.*     In  the  present  circumstances  of  the 

*  In  cajc  of  the  cTcnt  of  a  tiniversal  despQiism) /ii^ /oaZr^'i^ 
a§(m  cf  ibe^9pkbrkA>  for  tk&  backf  of  herrtics,^  (which  by 
tbb  policy  of  the  present  day  is  untwined  and  laid  asidei).  may 
be  deemed  a* suitable  punishment  for  political,  contumacy  and 
protracted  oppqsition4  It  has  been  the  opinion  gf.  sererai 
learned  snen^  tiihtr  fiKfrasfd^  asMr  ARCKEa'a  "ofthepe^ 
D  D  2 
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vvc^ldf  wa  have  of  late  bdbield  novytics  not 
nucbiess  straoge,  and  out  of  the^  course  (A 
proixibility  than  diis.  Absolute'  and  universal 
dominion,  freed  from  the  balance  of  any  coun-* 
terpoise  in  the  possibility' of  resistance,  is  wont 
to  be  accompanied  by  caprice  much  inore  un- 
accountable. Political  circumstahces^may  con- 
Spire  to  dictate  the  utility,  if  oidt  the  necessity 
of  such  a  measure,  in  a  Machiavelian  view  of 
tilings }  and  the  humour  of  to-day,  which  is 
for  stripping  the  daw  of  bh  borrowed  plumes^ 
iti2ij  to-morrow  veer  about  with  the  wind  of 
temporary  and  variable  interest.  From  a 
changeable  policy,  and  a  spirit  of  indiscrimi- 
nate opposition  to  whatever  the  hand  of  time 
hath  spared,  and  contempt  of  whatthe  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  has  established,  the  great  revo- 
lutions of  modern  times  have  originated. 

sonal  reign  of  Christ  On  earth,"  or  IrUimaiedy  as  Mr  MsDfi's 
on  Rev.  xi.  7»  that  poperf  shall  yet  again  for  a  while  univers- 
aMy ,  or  ^ery  generally ^  prevail  in  many  or  most  of  these  coini- 
tries  and  nations  out  of  which  it  hath  been  efpelled :  and  arch* 
bishop  Usher  concurred  in  the  same  opinion,  if  that  paper 
called,  his  prophecy  may  be  Credited,  which  has  not  been  dis- 
protcd.  Hist,  tf  Popery  J  vol.  iv .  Pref* 
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-The  times  of  late  years  have  borne  down 
vnith  the  weight  of  a  destructive  torrent^  agamst 
the  tottering  foundations^!  of  the  once  tower-* 
ing  pride^  and  omnipotence  of  papal  Rome; 
Charles  the  great,  the  fifst  Fratico-roman  em-» 
peror,  about  the  yeat  $06,  erected  the  rriightj^ 
fabric;  and  his  pious  coadjutors  as xealoilsiy: 
put  their  hatids  to  the  augmenting  of  the  worlr, 
and  strengthening  its  newly  laid  foundations^ 
"  For  God  had  put  it  in  their  hearts  to  fulfil 
his  will,  and  to  agree,  and  j'/w  their  kingdom 
unto  the  btast^  until  the  words  of  God  shall  be^ 
fulfilled."  (Rev.  xviL  17.)  In  1260  years 
after  that  time,  another  Franco-roman  empe- 
ror may  be  found  to  have  equally  fulfilled  the 
word?}  of  prophecy,  by  zs,  systematically  taking^ 
it  to  pieces;  notwithstanding  a  temporary 
change  of  that  system  of  policy  for  three 
years  and  a  h^lf :  for  the  same  hands  which 
built  shall  pull  down — "-^  These  shall  hate  the 
whore,  and  shall  make  her  desolate  and  naked, 
^d  shall  eat  her  flesh,  and  burn  her  with  fire/* 
(Rev.  xvii.  16.) 
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ht  Vvill  come  out  of  bis  place^  "  clizd  with  ziat 
as  a  cloakl'*^  to  the  prbmpt  execution  of  it  ;— 
while  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  shall  success- 
fully cry  to  heaven,f  and  the  insulted  earth 
no  more  cover  her  slain4 

If  this  interpretation  of  the  prophecy  of  the 
two  witif esses  h^  (for  reasons  which  do  not 
appear  to  me,)  deemed  inadmissible,  perhaps 
the  other,  insinuated  above^  that  the  two  ivit^ 
nesses  here  meant  are  the  two  Testaments^ 
may  be  more  satisfactory :  though  it  seems 
highly  probable  that  both  may  be  intended. 
The  Old  Testament,  which  so  loudly  pro- 
claims the  unity  of  God^  and  his  abomination 
of  idolatry^  disseminated  the  knowledge  of 
God  in  a  great  degree  all  over  the  world,  by, 
means  of  the  dispersion  of  the  ten  tribes^  and 

♦  Isaiah  lix.  17- 

f  Rev.  vi.  1 U  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  slain  by  the  first 
persecutors  and  by  pagan  Romcj  cried  to  heavc^n  ibr  tei^eance 
upon  the  bloody  city.  But  Rome  christian  (or  rather  papal,} 
was  to  exceed  even  the  pagans  in  the  effusion  of  christian 
blood,  before  the  ripe  bmrvcst  should  be  reaped,  and  the  vintage 
be  gathered*     Rev.  xiv.  19|  20.  » 

%  Isaiah  xxvi.  21.    . 
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by  the  Babylonian  captivity ;  and  it  brought 
the  reigning  idolatry  of  the  heathens  f^rst  intp^ 
question,  and  afterwards  ii^to  contempt :  and 
thus  it  was  a  witness  to  th^  world  before 
Christ  appeared*  To  this  is  the  diHufion  of 
God's  setting  a  sign  among  il^  gcntil^^^  in 
Isaiah:  (licvi.  19-)  **  I  will  set  a  sigi^  ^.mong 
them,  juid  will  send  those  that  escape  of  them 
^nto  tbA  nations.^  to  the  isles  afar  off^  that  have 
not  heard  my  fame,  neither  have  seen  my 
glory :  Jtnd  they  shall  declare  my  glory  among 
fbe  gentiks.^^ 

The  septua^nt*  or  greek  translation  of  the 
Old  Testament,  made  about  250  y^rs  before 
Christ,  and  in  general  s^nd  high  esteem  amongst 
the  jews  in  their  dispersion,  (the  greek  being. 
at  that  time  a  language,  generally  known,)  i$ 
alone  sufficient  to  entitle  the  Old  Testament 
and  the  jews,  who  communicated  the  know* 
ledge  of  it  to  the  learned  gentiles,  19  be  called 
Gpd^s  witnesses  to  the  times  before  Christ, 
Ajid  the  many  and  clear  prpphecies  of  the 

•  See  potc  *,  section  i^#  p.  d8«     / 
E    £ 
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christian  times,  of  the  corruption  of  religion, 
and  of  the  sufferings  of  the  faithful  in  its 
cause,  (which  are  contained  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment,) entitle  it  equally,  in  the  times  after 
Christ,  to  the  same  rank  of  honor,  as.  a  wit- 
ness and  prbphet^  together  with  the  New 
Testament.  They  both  of  them,  with  a 
strong,  unanimous,  and  often  repeated  testi- 
mony against  the  apostacy  of  popery,  lift  up 
the  warning  voice,  "come  out  of  her  my 
people ;"  ^  depart  ye,  depart  ye,  go  ye  out 
from  thence,  touch  no  unclean  thing,  go  ye\ 
out  of  the  midst  of  her ;  be  ye  clean  that  bear 
the  vessels  of  the  Lord."*  They  both  con- 
tinue, from  first  to  last,  to  prophecy  in  saci^ 
cloth ;  in  a  state  of  discouragement,  disgrace, 
and  persecution,  more  or  less,  in  all  parts  of 
the  Romish  communion ;  by  being  silenced, 
interdicted,  corrupted,  interpolated,  and  forced 
(by  suitable  translations)  to  become  (as  they 
call  it)  a  nose,  of  wax y  between*  the  fingers  of 
his  Holiness.  And. yet  after  all,  frpm  the 
dread  of  the  evidence  these  two  prophets  are 

t  Rev,  xtliL  4.  Jer.  1,  8«  li.  6,  45.  Isa.  xlyiii.  20  s  K.  1^ 
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etill  Capable  of  giving,  against  their  masters, 
they  are  blasphemed,  and  outraged  with  every 
species  of  coatempt  j  and  put  below  the  vik 
legends  and  fabricated  traditions  of  lying 
monks.* 

*  The  doctrine  of  the  church  of  Rome,  with  respect  to  trt^ 
dition,  is  **  that  the  scriptures  contdn  not  all  tlungs  necessary  tp 
be  beJa^ved  and  practised  I"  but  that  many  things  besides  scrips 
ture — over  and  above  scripture^ — and  which  cannot  be  proved  by 
any  testimony  of  holy  wrlty  but  only  derived  from  unwritten  tra-t 
ditions,  are  to  be  believed  and  practised. 

This  notion  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  scriptures,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  traditions,  it  appears  from  church  history  and  the 
testimonies  of  the  ancients,  {as  Ireijceus,  Epiphanius,  Tertuilian, 
&c.)  was  first  brought  into  the  chureh  by  the  Carpocratians 
and  other  heretics ;  and  is  directly  contrary  to  the  warnings 
of  our  Saviour  (Matt.  xv.  2)  and  his  apostles,  (2Thes.  ii. 
CoL  ii.  8,)  The  council  of  Trent,  Sess.  4,  Deer,  1 ,  declares 
**  that  the  unwritten  traditions  belonging  as  well  to  faith  as 
manners,  must  be  received  with  like  and  equal  affection  of  god- 
liness and  reverence,  as  the  holy  scripture  itself.*'"  Aiidradius 
tells  us,  *^that  of  necessity  those  ttsditions"  also  m\istbe  ht* 
iieved,  which  can  bepiroved  by  no  testimony  of  scri^ure»  *  *  What- 
soever things  the  church  of  Rome  believeth,  holdeth,  and  keep, 
eth,  (says  Petrus  a  8oto,)  atid  afe  not  delivered  in  the  scrip- 
tures, the  same  came  by  TRADitioN  from  the  apostles.'' 
'Also,  ♦*  all  such  observations  or  ceremonies,  Wh<»e  btginateg, 
author,  and  origin  are  not  known,  or  cannot  be  found,  beyond 
|dl  doubt  they  were  delivered  by  the  apostles.'*  He  then 
£  £   2 


The  holy  scriptures,  beu^  as  opposite  td 
jpopery  as  light  is  to  darkness,  are  hot  with^ 
out  r^isbn,  m  these  realms  of  delusion,^  be^ 
held  with  an  eye  of  stispicion,  and  every 
way  trtated  as  eHemits.  But  they  are  meta* 
phorically  said,  ih  this  prophecy,  to  have  the 
power  of  avengihg  themselves ;  and  Inflicting 
the  plagues  therein  written^  upoil  their  perse- 
cutors, "  as  often  as  they  will.'*  And  in  trutfi 
the  scriptures  have  not  been  wholly  without 
their  revenge,  in  this  very  way.  For  the  scrip- 
tural cat-o^nine-^tails  was  laid  oh  upon  the  back 
of  his  Holiness,  and  his  compeers,  by  the  lusty 
arm  ol^  Martin  Luther,  with  k  hearty  good* 
will}  nor  was  there  any  Failure  in  the  like 
jperformance  of  this  salutary  exercise^  on  the 

iieti  to  %ork  liad  hKskons  all  the  following  as  such  i — ^  The 
obbtidii  4  f  the  iaeryke  irf  fk  abar — extreme  wUtion  with  holy 
ckHsih — &t^)^atidh  of  sabts-^the  nUrite  of  worix-— ^siipremacy 
of  the  pdp^— fto^  wdtet  tnaking<^prayers  fot  lie  dead — auricu* 
iar  confirasibii—- and  the  ntcesaity  of  satisfaction*  Bat  it  b 
eyident  that  otHer  bfaditional  doctrines  are  held  as  high  in  their 
church  as  any  of  tlieae  |  as,  the  ccetilMiey  of  the  deigy — dis- 
tinction of  meats — ^urgatoiy— sale  of  pardons— worsfaippingf 
of  images— superstitious  use  of  the  cross,  &c.  &c 

Hiit*  rfPoperyt  vol,  ii.  p.  234-; 
«  2Thess;ii.lL 


part  oF  tkiivin,  and  the  other  contitovehial 
Writers-  among  the  rrformersi  Thus  if  th^ 
fecripturSs  still  continue  prophesying  in  sacfci . 
doth,  in  the  dominions  of  the  beast,  they  havd 
been  enabled  to  fpeak  out^  without  reserve  or 
'equivocation,  in  otheir  places.  And  we  find^ 
even  before  the  raforniation  broke  out  public- 
ly, niany  ekce^dingly  strong  iestimonies  held 
by  popish  authors  themselves,  against  thi 
jgrddi  and  Scandalous  errors  and  corruptions 
%ftbt  churtb  ofRome^  and  the  fullest  acknow^ 
ledgments  that  the  pope  was  indeed  the  JiH* 
ticbrist  tbat  was  h  come^  given  by  persons^ 
who  afterwards  became  popes  themselves* 
Since  the  time  of  the  reformation,  such  kind 
bf  irigienuous  testimonies  have  been  less  fre- 
quent on  the  part  bf  the  Romanists,  having 
been  left  entirely  td  the  protestant  party,  and 
become  an  heretical  opinioni 

As  the  two  Mitnessesy  In  t>xAtt  to  mak4 
good  that  character,  are  to  finish  their  testi- 
tnony  by  martyrdom,  either  figurative  or  real^ 
to  the  great  exultation  and  joy  of  their  ene* 
mies }  because  they  had  ever  been  a  thorn  itt 
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their  sides,  and  had  inflicted  plagues  upon 
them,  which  all  their  Jesuitical  craft  and  plen- 
itude of  power  had  been  not  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent. This  also,  is  not  irreconcUeable  with 
the  supposition,  that  the  two  testamenU  are 
the  two  witnesses  alluded  to.  It  is  obvious, 
that  if  such  a  prosperous  reverse  in  the  afFiurs 
of  his  holiness,  as  the  prophecies  intimate, 
(and  some  learned  men  have  declared  thdr 
confident  expectation  of  before  the  end  of 
his  antichristian  empire)  should  take  pUce, 
their  enmitjr  against  the  scriptures,  their  old 
enemies,  will  be  inflatned  and  augmented. 
For  the  powers  of  darkness  which  first  sug- 
gested it,  will  know  then  that  they  have  but 
a  short  time,*  and  their  rancour  will  increase 
with  the  encreased  power  of  executing  a  full 
revenge,  and  taking  off  entirely  the  perpetual 
fomenters  of  heresy  in  the  church,  f     The 

♦  Rev.  xii.  12.  ' 

f  The  writers  of  the  catholic  party  have  come  very  little 
•hort  of  this  already,  in  their  contemptuous  manner  of  speak- 
Jng  of  the  scriptures,  which  haul  unkindly  furnished  their  ad- 
Tersariesy  the  witnesses,  with  so  niauy  strong  arguments  against 
Iheoi,    They  call  the  divine  oracles  voy  foul  names;  sose* 


former   interdict   Vill   be    increased    to   tlw 
amount  of  a  total  withdrawing  of  the  scrips- 
tures  altogether,  and  an  utter  extinguiahing:^ 
of  the  little  remaining  and .  dubious  light  of 

times  tf  JeaJietUr,  sometimes  the  slfof  andfot^e  of  heresy ^  somo^ 

times  a  matter  ofstrifey  sometimes  a  nose  of  wax  ;  and  they  have 

committed  them  to  the  flames  in  France,  England,  Germany, 

and  Ireland.      That  they  may  attain  to  so  great  perfection  of 

popery,  as  to  find  the  scriptures  rather  officious  and  trouble- 

some  to  them,  than  useful  for  the  support  of  their  faith  is  very 

probable;  since,  long  agOj  they  have  made  them  to  be  humble 

dependents  upon  the  pope  for  their  permission  to  exist, — quam* 

diu  se  bene  gesserint.       Prierius,  in  his  Dialogues  against 

Luther,  maintains — "  Pontificis  authoritas  major  est  quam 

script^rae,*' — **  the  authority  of  the  pope  is  greater  than  that 

of  the  scripture.*'  And  this  is  not  more  than  what  popes  thero- 

f  elves  have  owned,  and  actually  assumed  to  themselves.     Pope 

Gregory  the  seventh  proclaimed  to  the  world,  as  part  of  his 

undoubted  prerogative,— ."  Nullum  capitulum  ndlusque  liber- 

canonicu*  habetur,  absque  iHius  authorhate,"  (Dictat.  xvi.  hf 

Cooc   Rom.)— •*  That  no  book,  nop  wo  much  as  any  chapter, 

in  the  whole  Bible  would  be  canonical,  were  it  not  for  his  au- 

tbdrity  which  makes  it  so/'     And  pope  Innocent  and  pope 

*  Nicholas  L  sing  the  some  song,  which  cardinal  Baronius  ap» 

plauds— **  ah  aTbitrio  eiiim  pontificis  romani  pendet  quid  velit ; 

esse  in  universa  ecclesia  sacrosanctum :"  (ad  Ann.  553,  N.224) 

•*  Because  it  depends  upon  the  mere  nvill  and  pleasure  of  the  roman 

fwfg^  to  have  what  he  pleases  of  sacred  authority  in  the  whole 

.  ^^jurch,-;       '  Hist,  of  Popery,  vol.  ii.  p.  \o\. 
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(heir  teptlmony,  which  they  hsne  thai  hSL 
as  far  a$  human  power^  ^ad  diabolical  cisaft, 
can  cfiect  so  n^anoua  a  project.^ 

It  will  be  obvious  to  persons  at  all  acquaint 
cd  with  the  popish  controversy,  how  many 
Btrong  arguments  may  be  (at  that  time)  urged 
by  the  infallible,  chair,  for  ti^  imtility  of  the 
fcriptures  any  longer  td  the  ^burcb^  in  this 
state  of  her  advancement  to  the  perfection 
foretold  ;  and  as  they  have  been  put  under, 
^e  feetf  of  the  foulest  of  their,  writers,  like 

♦  What  boU  aod  great  attempts  pppexy  la  capable  oi^  ea-p 
pecially  in  circumstances  so  favorable .  as  are  aboTe  sttpnoaed, 
may  be  concluded  from  what  they  have  actually  doBe»  in  the 
aiahRshmeni  of  their  errors  and  uklairy  by  many  packed  couQ'* 
cils,  and  particubrly  the  last  held  at  Trent*  The  deci^ont  of 
which,  notwith8tan<HBg  the  yigorous  opposition  made,  and  the 
jealousy  of  aU  the  christian  powers,  were  so  notoriously  tmder 
the  direction  of  his  hoHnesSi  that  it  ^as  profanely  said,  die 
Holy  Ghost  was  sen|  to  them,  every  day  from  Rome  ia  a 
cloakbag.  ^oUmoU  HiM.  €.  T» 

f  To  these  practices  of  wilfully  spoiling  their  pasture,  the 
prophet  Ezckiel  pointedly  alludes,-*-**  seemeth  it  a  small  thing 
iinto  you  to  have  eaten  up  the  good  pasture,  but  ye  must  tread: 
down  with  your  feet  the  residue  of  your  jfmsturea  ?  and  to  h^ve 
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pearls  rbffote  swm?^  W  ^ww  thpf  y^I  h^ flung 
fi^4y,oito0k?^rd^,^ot7On\y  inferior  to  .the 
ev6r|M[e$Qi|t.  and  infaliil^le  guid^  l>u|:  ^.  haring 
a '  wcE  known  tendency  to .  misfcad  the  weak 

What  species  of  perseputioj^  pr  indignity 
remains  to  be  added,,  tp  that  tl^cy  hpie.(eyea 
now)  in  day  light  accTam^lfit^4.JJJP0?^r  ^Ije 
holy  scripture,  and  what  eke  is  to  be^ejfpect- 
edj  when  that  dismal  night  of  the  death  of  the 
iWjifnesses  shall  draw  her  sable  curtains  over 
jJbe  prostrate  world,  but  the  extinction  of  all 
pther  light  but  only  tha|  of  the  sacred  tapers 
P^ibc  popish  altar  ? 

Pharqs^h,  in  the  literal  Egypt,  ^  knew  not  the 
Lordl^ '  or  rather  he  would  not  know  hin^ ; 
and  he  took  the  most  direct  methods  to  defeat 
his  declared  purpose,  and  to  exterminate  his 
people.  .  It  is  not  too  much  tq  suppose,  that 
in  the  mystical  Egypt  pf  the  rqman  confederacy, 

drank  of  the  deep  waters,  but  ye  m\x%t  foul  the  residue  *wiih  your 
fiet?-^ And  as  for  mj  flock,  they  eat  that  which  ye  have 
traddea  w^ith  ^your  feet;  andthc^driok  that  whioJi  je.hK^e 
fouled  witky^ur  f^t^^'^rrl^a'^^*  xxxir.  18. 


ano^bir  Pbaroab  may  iti  after  dflieft  mst ;  to. 
whose  mandate,  to  Ac  above  effect,  the  keai 
of  the  church  yrill  not  hiesitatc  to  yield  a  prompt 
orbedience,  and  applaiid  the  decree  tirhich  he 
ndther  dares  nor  wishes  to  resist ;  the  death 
of  these  two  6ld  and  refractory  propbetSy  hav- 
ing (by  this  time)  become  a  necessary  sacrifice 
to  the  peace  and  uniformity  of  the  cathoHt 
church, 

Shddd  this  conjecture  chance  to  be  yerified 
in  either,  as  it  probably  may  in  both  of  these 
instances,  the  death  oftbexe  two  prophets^  (the 
supposed  annihilation  of  the  scriptures,  zxA  of 
their  living  evidences — the  jews  and  the  pro- 
testants,)  will  he  matter  qf  great  exultation  to 
die  antichristlans,  and  of  disaster  to  the  JEaith- 
fill  fewthatescape  the  blow. 

But  there  is,  some  how  or  other,  a  peeuli- 
aiity  in  this  instance  of  general  pertecution, 
which  prevents  the  full  effect  of  the  mischief 
intended  against  the  true  church,  and  becomes 
tihe  foundation  of  a  counter  revolution,  after  a  ^ 
short  period.     The  witnesses  zxt  deprived  of 


aU  tbtir  fpimer  te^tioDs  of  life,  '^  an4  tliq| 
^^  ^ei/if /  sh^  lie  in  the  street  of  the  great 
citjr,  -which  spiritually  is  called  S&dam  aad 
JEgj^^  where  also  our  Lord  was  crucified 
And  they  of  the  people,  and  kindreds^  and 
tongues,  aad  nations,  shall  see  t^eir  dea^ 
bodies,  three  days  dod  a  half;  and  shaU 
not  sufier  their  dgad  hpdi^  to  be  put  in 
graves."  I^othing  less  than  a  deposition  of 
all  the  protestant  powers,  civil  and  eoclesiastU 
ca],  firom  the  exercise  pf  their,  pr^ssnit  t<6»pQt 
iral  and  spiritual  fiinctkm%  the  letting  tip  of 
their  dnitdies,  ^d  the  extirpaition  of  every 
tongue  that  ^moves  on  the  «ide  of  Jesus  aud 
his  persecuted  gospel,  can  answer  the  inten* 
tion  pf  this  pix^phecy;  and  long  and  fittal  ^^ 
pecienoe  has  shewn,  dhat  whenevt^r  the/o^^r 
to  do  this  is  given  to  the  beast,  the  will  shall 
not  be  wanting^ 

But  though  slaiA,  the  dead  bodies  of  Christ^s 

-witnesses,  i&e  his  own,  a]%  exempt  from  the 

comtnoh  law  of  mortality,  and  see  no  corrup* 

ioii,  but  lie  visible,  though  in  a  state  of  inaoL- 

F  F  2     . 
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ixiation^  in  the  sh^eei^  t/[  the  grek  dty  6f 
ecdeskstical  confedera(^)r ;  di^dnguiiihfed  by 
khi  mysdcal  names  of  iS(7//(7«>  for  the  sphitual 
impurit]^  df  her  worship,  and  Egypt  (ot  the 
igrossnes^  And  Absurdity  of  it ;  Qirist  being 
thus,  in  the  centre  of  a  church  Calling  Itself 
christian,  **  thtctfied  afresh  and  put  to  an  open 
thdnier  (Heb.  vi.  6<)  All  the  circumstan* 
CCS  of  this  extraordinary  case^  shew  that  the 
whole  is  to  b6  understood  in  a  figurative 
SReutse ;  the  two  pfopbeti  thefnseli>es'y  knd  the 
death  th^y  undergo,  as  well  as  xh^  great  city^ 
where  this  tnystical  ttagedy  is  representedi 
'And  this  gives  great  additional  ptobability  to 
my  conjecture,  that  the  professors  of  the  Jew- 
ish and  the  protestant  fiyth,  and  the  scriptures 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  are.tlie  red 
objects  of  the  prophecy- 

Their  last  and  greatest  persecution  how-- 
ever,  though  very  terrible,  (apd  threatening  a 

♦  That  i«,  in  every  part  of  thfe  holy  Roman  c«tlidBc  chnrdi 
aal  e  fire,  at  this  time  become  tnJy  j^aibolkf  or  unhreraaL 
He-  >  »  eins  to  be  aa  alludon  to  tbe  ponbtmmu ,  fersecidum  of 
t\\t  ^<ycr  protestant8|  by  denying  thifm'  'ibristiaa  buriali  and 
diggiii^  lip  tbeir  bones  an^  burning  tbem* 
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Buccdided  so  fer  as  to  a  total  sQetK^g  'of  'iffl 
ojppositibii,)  yet  shall  h&'bS-holxmg  cohtlh^ 
arice,^  Such   violent  and 'Vash  "atj^ei^em 
'cii3toot-efed'  ih^ any- lastiftg^eflfect.  R^ltfiasjbieeii 
tet^m^ntaliy faroved,  thatin  an  enfightaicd 
i^j  (wluidh  ^eisetves'the  appelladdn  «f  Mv 
vge  ef  Nosofij  in  a'miic^hi^er  seam  piwd- 
kbc  athftists  ifi'tend  Jjy  that  expression,)  jsomc 
tdii^A  is  ii^essary  to  the  world  in.geaeraj* 
iftid  this  'griind  expefttxmt  will  finally  pfco^C 
that jJ^jWry'itf'ft'ot 'that  Te%ion;    The  patienee 
of  the  ^h&U^ed  nations 'has  yet  scnne  bbos^ 
beycmd  which  it  may'kJH  he'  toOjdangjsriiS? 
to  urge  them ;  and  though  spiritual  tyranny 
may  Ife-  ^soppcttted,  tol  the  ^eflfect  oi  sU^a^ing 
the  hitliertoperpetuate^:  testimony  of.  th§ 
witnesses;  aEftd  depAving  t^hem,.  (as  it  lano^ 
lnra|iried,')  'of  alll  fifths  Jwwef  to  -do  mis- 
'chitf,7or  ev'ei^.'fet-**  ibeir  dead  bodies  art  not 
lUfferedio  be  piit  in  graces:'     Circwnstances 
providentiahy  raised  up,  wijl  gi?re  pthef  em- 
ployment to  the  existing  powers,  that  th© 


9Hnkc(  dimlwioa  A^Jl  !iot  be  doa^  ao  otei* 
fletdy  as  their  jxiaU9e ioteodecj^  aodiliar^^ 
tiure  Jeisim  would  have  dB&ctecU  Pqprived 
of  tfrery  ayssptom  <^  political  lifei  yet  of  in^ 
§9rrt^ibiU$3f  Aeidietr  the  ^ve^rlastiog  go^ 
itself,  nor  its  preachers,  (kept  in  this  time  of 
tmi  in  the  hollow  of  God's  protieetii^  hand,) 
eaa  be  divested;  ^VAfter  thf^e  d^ys  and  a 
half^  ibt  spirit  cf^efrmt  Gad  tmnd  iota 
tliem ;  and  they  stood  npoa  their  feft^  mi 
gieat  fear  fell  upon  them  which:  sa^  di.eoi* 
Axid  they  heard  a  great  voice  &om  heavea, 
S23ring  unto  them,  come  up  hi^imi  tteA  th&y 
ascended  np  to  faeaiten  in  a  cUm4>  and^  th^ir 
idl^oiiBS  behdd  dieou"^ 

There  is  a  great  analogy  beCweeo^this  ^tga^ 
radve  remrnctiou  of  the  iwo  ^witnes^es^  and 
diat  df  the  dry  hones  in  the  thirt;y-sevMth  of 
£zddel;  and  it  is  probable  that  one  and  the 
tame  event  iii  intended  in  both  place^  br  tfant 
'3t  John  has  here  given  a  further  illustratioa  of 
.  tzekiers  4)rophecy,  by  Applying'  it  more  par- 


lite-  has  ^dohe  in  many  bf  H^  prophecies ;  j^ 
■3er8Hfla^aftt^l8!aah,  &c.   '--   :  '^   '-- 

•.      '  »  *    » T        •    '    -  '  -      .     '  >     '  •  •  ^   ,  ."     .      ,      .  .    .        ,  . 

This  ifeT^Iution  eif  opmion,  ^  fafel  ** 
popery,  is  represented  as  coming  from  God; 
oot,  as  all  events  are  ascribable,  to  his  general 
providence  and  supreme  will,  but  by  a  marked 
interposition  of  his  power  and  wisdom,  plainly 
discernible  as  bis  woriy  even  to  the  enemief 
of  the  faith,  to  whom  he  again  speaks  by  hia 
mighty  deeds : — ^^  Behold^  ye  despisersy  and 
wonder  andperubT  (Acts  xiii.  41.)  The  con-* 
9equence  is,  that  the  two  prophets  are  called  up 
to  heaven,  or  that  the  gospel  and  its  professors 
are  called  forth  from  their  silence  and  places  of 
yetreat,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  people;* 

♦  **  Vox  populi  vox  Dei,— the  unanimous  sense' of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  voice  of  God.*'  The  whole  history  of  the  two  wit- 
nesses is  here  summtdvpm  Intff  in  the  place  where  the  occasion 
for  the  first  mention  of  them  occurs :  but  the  various  events 
included  in  ihts  long  period  of  their  testimony ^  and  the  circum- 
stances of  their  death  and  resurrection^  and  the.fiaal  issue  there- 
from  to  the  popish  cause,  are  touched  upon  by  St  John  separ- 
ately afterwardsjr  in  distinct  pottions  of  his  historical  prophecy. 


and  reHgloa  is  estaUbhed  in  the  ihxoat  gf 
nghteoueaessy  and  upon  the  altar  of  tmth; 
and  the  speedy  and  total  destructba  of  ppperjr 
ensues,  6y  the  sword  which  proceedetb  out  of 
^c  mnib.  qf  Christ.  (R,«v.  ^ux.  a  i*) 


^^■^■^^'''■^ 


SECTION  VIIL 


u  be  faith  dnd  fortitude  of  the  Martyrs — hoi 
the  effect  of  enthusiastic  ecstasy — -but  of  a 
rational  conviction  oftbi  truth  oflbegospely 
-^^and  the  actual  fulfilment  of  Cbyisfs  pro^ 
mises  of  spiritual  supports 

The  decision  of  this  great  controversy  of 
Zion^  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  last  section, 
by  Christ  and  his  everlasting  gospel  obtaining 
a  compleat  and  final  triumph  over  the  long 
prevailing  imposture  and  tyranny  of  antichrist, 
is  another  of  those  remjarkable  epochas  of  the 
last  times^  which  are  spoken  of  in  the  scrip- 
tures of  the  prophets,  as  the  day  of  the 
LoRD{  and  as  being  still  previous  to  his  final 
or  personal  appearance  at  the  last  day*  There 
seems  to  have  arisen  amongst  the  early  christi- 
ans, a  very  general  and  alarming  luisapor^- 

*  Isaiah  t%tvf.  8, 
G  G 
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hension  of  what  the  apostle  Paul  had  delive!^* 
ed  in  personal  conference ^  and  was  stiU  farthef 
Irepbrted  lo  have  confirmed  in  certain  epistles 
Upon  this  subject.  And  the  consequences  of 
suffering  such  a  groundless  imagination  of  the 
day  of  the  Lord^-^tbe  coming  of  the  Lord^  and 
many  other  like  expressions  in  the  apostolical 
Writings,  to  go  abroad  without  contradiction, 
might  have  been  very  prejudicial  to  tlie  chris- 
tian faith* 

The  prevailing  idea  tkat  the  end  of  atl 
things^  and  the  coming  of  Christ  to  the  general 
Judgment^  were  almost  immediately  at  hand, 
faiust  haVe  soon  been  disproved  by  matter  of 
fact ;  and  wotrld  have  involved  the  most  so* 
lemn  and  fundamehtal  truths  of  tl^e  gospel,  in 
a  degree  of  doubt  and  suspicion  along  with  it* 
Besides  the  other  obvious  ill  consequences  of 
creating  an  unreasonable  terror  in  the  tninds 
of  many,  ahd  a  supine  neglect  of  the  neces- 
sary business  of  the  world  in  many  more,  u{>- 
on  the  idea  that  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
the  *'  elements  should  melt  with  fervent  heat^ 
the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are  therein 


should  be  burnt  «p,"  (iPetiu.  lo.)  Them 
was  a  aecessity  therefore  that  the  apostle  8houl4 
publicly  discQUQteaance  a  notion  of  thU  per-i 
vicious  tendency,  and  likely  to  be  productive 
of  great  discredit  to  religion,  which  ought,  if 
it  be  true  religion,  to  be  widely  distinguished 
from  the  holy  sloth  of  fanaticism,  by  a  di^ir 
gent  al|ention  to  the  necessary  bu^ess  of  the 
worldj  a^4  the  caoimeadable  care  for  poster-* 
ity  * 

The  prophecies  of  our  Lord,  of  his  coming 
to  t]^e  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  were  perhapa 
an  ^idditional  confiriaaltion  of  this  vesry  general 
opinion ;  as  those  prophecies  would  naturally 
be  a  fisequent  subject  of  converaatiou  amongst 
the  christians,  and  Mable,  as  w^U  as  the  Qther 
scriptures,  to^be  igaoijandy  or  wilfully  wrest- 
ed to  a  perverse  meaning.  The  fall  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  the  total  abpUtion  of  the  Mij^saic 
covenant  and  oeconomy,  (as  that  great  and 
important  ey,eq,t  was  covertly  and  mystically 
iptt^ndedin  these  propijei^cs,)  were  !with  great 
frequency  alluded  to  in  the  apostolical  Epistles, 

*  Rom.  xii.  11.    "  Npt  slothful  In  business^ — fervent  in 
Spirit, — jemng  the  LorJ/'- 
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tinder  the  same  emblem  of  the  Jay  of  Cbruty 
and  bis  coming  in  bis  judgments.^  In  some 
of  those  places  it  is  spoken  of  as  Icing  then 
very  near  at  band^  and  in  the  stile  of  our  Sa- 
viour himself,  as  a  topic  of  hope  and  comfort 
to  tbe  believers^  under  the  harassing  persecu- 
tions an4  cruelties  they  endured  frotn  the  em^ 
bittered  hatred  of  the  jews.  ^  Then,  said  he, 
shall  they  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  a 
cloud,  with  power  and  great  glory.  And 
when  these  things  begin  to  come  to  pass, 
tben  look  up^  amd  lift  up  your  beads  y  for  youc 
redemption  dr>aweth  nigh.  (Luke  xxi.  27.) 

How  injurious  an  use  might  have  been 
hiade  of  this  alledged  doctrine  of  St  Paul,  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  gospel,  by  the  heretic 
and  pagan  opponents  of  the  faith,  at  that 
early  period,  we  may  form  some  idea,  from 
the  ingenious  application  of  it  to  the  same 
purpose,  by  a  very  celebi^ated  writer  in  our 
own  time.t     Hp  builds  a  plausible  theory,  tp 

*  The  coming  of  the  Lord.  1  Cor.  i.  7  :  xv.  23.  1  Thess. 
iv.  15:  2  Thess.  ii.  1,  8.  James  v.  7,  8.  It  draweth  xrigh. 
3  Thew,  V.  23.  2  Pet*  i,  16 :  iiL  4,  \% 

f  Mr  Gibbon. 
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the  discrfedit  of  the  christian  truth,  and  to  thd 
effect  of  denying  its  heavenly  influence,  up^ 
on  the  supposed  idea  of  the  dissolution  of  aU 
things  being  immediately  at  hand:  as  if  this 
false  report  of  the  apostle's  doctrine  had  been 
the  universal  and  well  established  belief  of  the 
x:hurch ;  and  had  never  been  publicly  contra-* : 
dieted  by  St  Paul  himself,   in  a  canonioal* 
epistle,  read  in  all  the  churches*     Upon  this 
wholly  imaginary  ground,  he  ingeniously  ac- 
counts for  those  bright  examples  of  disinter* 
ested  virtue  and  patient  suffering,  exhiWted 
by  the  primitive  christians ;  (the  number  of 
which  he  bestows  considerable  pains  in  labor- 
ing to  diminish;)  and  that  astonishing  courage, 
with  which  they  met  death,  and  totments,  not 
only  without  reluctance,  but  even  courting  the 
crown  of  martyrdom  with  the  greatest  teal 
and  exultation.     He  Conceives  the  christian 
world  was  in  general  worked  up  to  an  high 
degree   x^i  fanatical  intoxicaticin^  land   stimur 
•  lated  by  the  imagined  nearness  of  the  high 
priM  of  their  ealling ;  the  end  of  the  worid 
being  close  at  hand,  and  with  it  aU  the  care$ 
;ind  specuUtions  of  this  life  being  about  t9 
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end,  the^  were  thwAed  md  overwkehned  ia 
the  va8t  expectation  of  the  approaching  king** 
dom  of  Christ,  and  the  oonsecjuent  honors 
and  rewards  to  be  assigned  to  the  ms^yr^  as 
so  many  ailotments  in  the  heavenly  territory. 
Their  superstition  produced  a  general  langiiot 
Itod  apathy  to  the  mnocent  enjoyments  of  Hfe, 
Ismd  their  spiritual  ambition  was  of  force  suffici^ 
ent  to  unloose  the  strongest  holdfasts  (^nature, 
by  presenting  to  their  imagiaations  an  interest 
stiM  stronger  than  even  that  rf  lifip,  and  its 
clearest  cpi^nectionsi. 

But  a  spirit  (^martyrdom  suph  as  he  ban^rs 
by  this  description  of  it,  is  as  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  gospel,  as  it  is  vi^ith  right 
reason,  and  the  common  feelings  of  nature : 
and  the  value  of  such  an  heroiam  and  virtue 
as  this,  would  indeed  have  boen,  as  tl^e  histo- 
rian would  insinuate,  of  a  very  quertionable 
estimation  aiid  worth,  \t  is  very  certain 
however,  that  he  most  ungenerously,  and 
widiout  justice,  accuses  the  primitive  beli^yerB. 
of  entertaining  this  unnajtural  and  false  con- 
ception of  their  Master's  precepts ;  who  ia^ 


^Ihieta  U€f,  So  far  to  ^i}e  ^ay  h  ^e  ti)J^  ^ 

pirsecutiMi^  atid  \6  i^^lg^  the  i^liog^  c^  tl^^ 

ture,  a«  W  i^khdraw  diit  of  the  way  df  datigtf^- 

where  it  can  be  done  wlth^  blnoc^iSce.*    Aii^- 

that  he  as  erroneously  apjpreciates  the  power 

af  true  fditbi^  and  the  infii^nee  of  fbt  gfdU  of 

Cody  (which,  out  Saviour  promi^^  to  ^  ppay-* 

er  of  die  faitbfal^  in  their  pi^^ng  etssttrgesi^^ 

cicSy)  2uld"  the  Extent  of  that  tbedieMe  ^kesA  rtdt^ 

sonablc  service  Whkh  he  ^xpectu  front'  ili$$ 

there  Can  be*  ilo  doubt.     £k  Paul  himself  is  an 

instance  to  the  contrar^^  of  thi&  opinido*     Ete* 

Was  as  wdl  apprized  of  the  satore  ^vA  Mg^ 

Vsiue  of  the  crown  of  martyrdiom,  aad  aft  de^ 

sirous  to  depart^  and  be  with  Gbrist^\  as  anrf 

Ordinary  believer  could  be  j  yet  he  tbok  every 

prudent  precaution  for  the  presertiituMi  of  his 

life,  and  surrendered  it  in  faith  atid  bo]^,.  aft 

the  time,  and  in  the  manner  and  ctrcuniK 

stances  uhto  whiqh  God  had  appointed  hin»^ 

Both  he  and  St  Pete^  v^ere  apjwrijeA  before* 

hand  of  their  approaching,  death,  yet  thej^ 

both  speak  of  diat  awfid  crisis  withr  th<K.  calofb 

*  MatU  X.  23*  t  Plul»  u2% 


reflection  anc}  rational  sensibility  of  a  man  of 
tike  feelings  with  us^  and  not  with  the  high 
flights  and  unintelligible  extravagance3  of  a 
disordered  imagination* 

The  mif  acles  and  personal  ministry  of  our 
Lord  were  then  recent,  and  fresh  in  xnemory ; 
•and  the  same  evidences  of  the  faith  were  still 
exhibited  by  the  apostles  and  apostolical  men 
before  the  eyes  of  the  believers*  If  ever  **  the 
power  cftbe  world-to  cotne^^  and  the  influence 
of  a  faith  well-founded,  can  be  supposed  to 
produce  their  due  effects  upon  a  rational  and 
devout  mind,  this  surely  was  the  time  when 
^ey  must  have  done  so« 

And  in  support  of  this  afgumerit,  that  the 
vmue  and  fortitude  of  the  primitive  christians, 
in  so  frequently  braving  the  terrors  of  death 
in  the  most  appalling  forms^  did  not  proceed 
from  that  dubious  and  suspected  principle  to 
which  they  have  been  ascribed ;  but  were  in- 
deed the  genuine  fruit  of  the  good  seed  sovm 
by  the  heavenly  husbandman,  we  have  ex- 
(^mples  of  the  same  kind,  which  are  removed 


far  beycM;i<l  the  reach  of  suspicion.     The.t«* 
vival  of  the  same  gosjpel  oilifc  andimmortalitj^ 
ngain  brought  to  light  at  the  reformation,  a& 
forded  examples  the  very  sarne  in  kind,  and 
far  more  nun^eroUs,-  of  that  love  of  Christ 
nvbicb  p^ss^th.  knowledge^  and  that  ^ntemjp^t 
of  both  the  terrors  ^d  ^hlreI^enta.  of  thi^ 
world,  when  placed  in  full  and  direct^oppo^* 
fiition  and  competition  xyitkthOTeof  ete^ty^ 
The  supposeji  xootive  of  tht  imagined  nearness 
of  the  general  judgment  and  reward,,  could 
hot  at  that  time  operate  Ujpon  the  njin^-ip  any 
other  manner  than  it  always  must  do,  ..where 
there  is  a  rational  conviction  of  a.future  .state, 
and  of  a  proportionate  reward  tharein- of  faith 
and  patience*  •  Yet  the  same  heroic  courage 
and  prodigality  of  life,  the  same  willing  sacrr- 
fice  of  every  thing  that  could  enhance  the  va- 
lue of  life,  and  an  equal  resignation-  to  de^tlj 
in  its  utmost  bitterness^  y7tv^  at  that  timcthi^ 
early  and  abundant  fruits  oT faith  in  the  ever-- 
lasting  gospely  and  the  consequence  of  that 
grace  of  God  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  do^ 
and  suffer  alt  things   through   Christy  that 
strengtheneth  us^ 

n  H 
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tlie  slow  and  ddib^rate  ri^e  and  establi^-^ 
ment  of  the  reformadoh,  afforded  an  abundant 
batvesc  of  glory  to  God,  by  yielding  addidon-^ 
al  ind  strong  evidence  to  the  powci-  of  tbris^ 
tian  principles^  independent  of  die  imagined 
aid  of  fanaticism  ;  which  it  rejected  with  con^ 
tempt,  and  f  ejpressed  by  the  punishments  it 
occasionally  merited.    Its  melancholy  progress 
was  continually  to  be  ttacked  with  the  blood 
of  genuine  martyrdom,  ahd  more  numerous 
instances  occurred  of  padent  suffering  for  the 
love  of  Christ,  and  of  the  most  cool  and  de- 
liberate preference  of  the  fiery  stake,  with  a 
safe  conscience,  to  accumulated  honours  and 
^ndebr  with  the  loss  of  Christy  thati  all  the 
iihited  rancour  of  the  jews  ahd  pagans  in  the 
first  ages,  had  occasioned.*  Even  women  and 
children  "  resisted  Urito  blood,  and  overcame 
by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word 
of  their  tesdmohyj  and  they  loved  not  their 

*  This  »  arknowiedged  by  thii  imteVf  so  far  as  to  tbe 
greater  ounber  efchr'utiiuu  dutroytd  hy  cbrisUdn  fersicvtora 
Viit  he  has  no  higher,  or  xnore»  jpraises  to  bestow  upon  the^r- 
nmfii  vihue  of  Uie  modem  maityrsi  than  upon  tliat  o^the  ear* 
Uest  sufferers  in  the  same  cause. 
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lives  unto  the  death  ;^  (Rev.  xii.  x  i.)  when 
^ose  motives^  to  which  the  historian  of  the 
roma^  empire  attributes  so  powerful  an  infli^ 
ence,  were  wholly  put  of  the  question.  Mag^ 
pa,  $ft  viritasy  et  prtvaklit. 


v^gr^^*^-'*v»  If 
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SECTION  IX, 


TCbc  prophecy  of  the  man  of  sin;—  the  ob-. 
struction  in  his  way  to  be  removed  by  time  j 
i— ^j  set  time  for  his  appearance^ — and  du- 
ration.^-^Hc  is  described  as^^a  lawbreaker^ 
^'— blasphemer^ — and  Antichrist* 

The  truth  of  the  christian  religion  has  for 
this  reason,  no  doubt,  been  permitted  of  Pro- 
vidence to  be  very  closely  urged,  by  the  bold 
hostility  of  its  open  adversaries^  and  attacked 
by  the  insidious  cavils  and  coftceale4  insinua- 
tions of  its  false  friends ;  that  the  proofs  and 
arguments  it  rests  its  pretensions  upon^  might 
be  ^ed  and  examined  to  the  very  bottom. 
Tor  thus,  additional  and  strong  evidences  of 
its  truth  and  certsunty  have  been  brought  for- 
ward, sufficient  to  supply  the  absence  of  that 
species  bf  proof,  which  unbelievers  so  unrea- 


iotiably  demaiid }  the  continued  mnhlrdthfl 
of  Ihiiig' prophets'^  and  the  testimony  di-pr^ 
sent  tniriicle^:  •  Rwr  •  it  aftiottfits  to '  &e  $am4 
tiling  in  effat,  whetfe^  witoe8sci$ 

to  a  nuracle  Mrrought  in  our  own  days,  or  faaVc 
Vindeniably  pcfinted  but  to  our  oS^ervationj;  iiie 
stiil  Tisible  and  operating  efieets  of  miracles 
wrought  agte  ago/and  of  prophecies  deliver- 
ed by  holy  men  of  old,  receiving  their  accom- 
plishment in  every  age,  ini  regular  jpix)gite^ioa 
down  to  piir  own  times,  and  even  tp  the  end 
of  the  world.        ' 

'  T^e  infernal  evidenUbi  Christianity,-  whicli 
ppei^sltselif  to  the  niiiiids  of  its  sincere  profess^- 
prs,  more  especially  in'tinies  bf  Severe  ttislf, 
by  the  genuine  influences  of  the  illuminating, 
comforting^  ant^  sujpporting.  grace  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  (on  suph  occasions  imparted  in  larger 
measure,)  ever  has,  and  ever  will  maintain  its 
pause,  against  the  external  force  df-  pensedu- 
^on.  Like  the  palm  tree^it  will  rise' up  with 
|fc  divine  a»d  incoercil^e  elasticity,  ^^gainst  the 
superbusttin^beGil:  weight  that  presses  kdown^ 
\t  belongs  to  a  faJse  religion  only,,  to  be  ^mm^ 
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ipj^tociMMieta  bliW  oesr  gpprof^h  o^  the  ett4 
fQ£<li^:^^ww)?WiL#34  Uie^pmjng  pf  A^.I^d  to 

',\vbftt»vcr  aoufcf 'tb^t .ferrq:  had  onginated. 
*^hat  k  «of4d  not  possibly  be  truc^  bnause  it 
-«na  iiicoo£i$lefl(t  vvith  fhp  d^aradphs  of  the 
JRiply  Spirft,  »k€»4y.comni|Hcd  tQ  writiag  by 
fbjS  prophist^  ^^:recent][y,c^pimmicated  to 
jAtsviclfk   H^  theb  (perhaps  notwithoui:  some 

Well  as  tke  htteri  t^f  hu  mme^  It' will  fix  the  year'  1926  for  the 
time,  when  the  great  mystery  of  God*uAli  ^^niihed.  (  Rev.  x.  7«) 
It  isVeinarkable  that' about  the  year  666,  pope  Vitalianus  com^ 
foiei  the  hain  service,  aiid  enjoined  all  nations  to  tue  no  ^hert 
by  whi^h  he  appropriated  to  himself  and  bis  chiirch  .tbe  name 
LATEtNOSy  or  laitHi  the  supposed  name  and  trumier  of  tbe  beast. 

Probability  and  facts  seem  to  argue  thd:  lus  consumption 
ynll  be  slow  and  gradual,  as  has  been  the  case  since  its  com-* 
incncement  at  the  reformation*  But  his  final  destruction  will 
doubtless  be  violent  and  remarkable,  by  the  brightness  of 
Christ's  coming  to  the  restoration  of  his  peopb;  and^the  cleam* 
i^g  of  the  tanctuary*  ^2  Thess,  u.  8. — ^Dan.  viii.  14.) 

The  pope  is  proved  to  be  Antichrist,:  by  all  the  protcstant 
divines,  at,  and  since  the  time  of  the  reformation,  with  tbe  ex' 
iception  of  one  or  two  fanciful  system  mongers*  And  was  so 
called  by  many  writers  of  their  own  church  bdfore  the  reform- 
ers took  up  the  cry,  and  amongst  th^m.,the  famous  Petrarch. 
That  it  is  the  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England^  the  Coramoo 
Prajrer  Sock  and  Qomilies  aufficientlif  witness. 
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reluctance  ia  imparting  so  disliiarteiling  a  plro^ 
phecy)  unfolds  a  scene  of  future  calamity  and 
persecution^  which  was  to  afflict  and  waste  the 
church  of  Christ  before  the  end  of  the  worlds 
from  the  tyranny  of  a  monstrous  and  mysteri^ 
eus  power y  arisen  within  the  church  itself, 
which  he  calls  "  THE  MAK  of  sin,"  But 
lie  adds,  that  there  was  at  present  existing  a 
har^  or  cause  of  hindrance,  to  prevent  his  ap- 
pearance ;  and  which  should,  for  ^ome  time 
to  come,  still  continue  to  prevent  it :  but  that 
when  this  obstruction  should,  by  time  and 
events,  be  removed  out  of  the  way,  then  the 
non-descript  monster  should  appean — **  I  need 
not  tell  you  in  this  public  manner,  (says  he,) 
neither  indeed  is  it  expedient  to  do  so^*  what 

*  The  apostle's  delicacy  in  not  mentioning  in  this  place, 
for  the  certain  information  of  the  chiirch  in  general,  what  tt  t4 
has  been  generally  accounted  for  by  the  traditional  opirioa 
that  it  was  the  roman  dnfire  itiU  existing ;  and  it  would  hare 
been  dangerous  to  have  published  a  prophecy,  at  that  time,  of 
the  approaching  fall  of  the  «*  eternal  city  *'  In  procesa  of 
time,  we  find  the  dragon  glnies  up  his  power  and  his  seat,  and 
great  authority  to  the  beast  /  (  Rev.  xiii.  2,)  and  then  the  man  of 
sin  18  revealed,  iy  rttf  LtvrS  icflMg«,— suo  prsestitiito  tempore^  in 
tk  time  fixed  by  preceding  prophecy  for  his  appeatance, 

1    I 
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tt  IS  that  kttethj  or  at  present  stands  in  the 
way,  but  must  after  some  time  be  removed, 
and  give  place  to  the"  man  of  sin.  I  refer  you 
to  th€  frequent  conferences  we  have  held  to- 
gether in  private,  upon  this  very  subject,  for 
my  meaning ;  as  likewise  for  the  meaning  of 
the  apostolical  writers,  in  the  frequent  use  they 
have  made  of  that  figurative  expres^on,  the 
coming  of  the  Lor d^^and  the  day  ^  cf  Christ 
being  at  hand.  Those  phrases,  I  a^mit,  do 
sometimes  mean  the  great  day  of  judgment ; 
but  at  other  times  they  signify  the  judgment 
and  desolation  of  Jerusalem;  and  again,  at 
other  times,  X^at  judgment  of  the  great  whore^ 
or  the  destruction  of  the  man  (f  sin^  and  the 
punishment  and  extirpation  of  his  long  stand- 
ing apostacy  and  mystery  of  iniquity.'* 

After  this  short  paraphrase  upon  his  intro- 
duction of  this  interesting  subject,  let  us  come 
to  the  particulars,^  as  stated  in  the  apostle's  own 
Mores:  (2  Thess*  ii.  i.)— "  ^^'^  ^^  beseech 
\  ou,  brethren,  by  the  coming  of  our  Lord 

*  Revi  xvlu  It 


243 

Jesus  Christ,  and  by  our  gathering  together 
unto  him,  that  ye  be  not  soon  shaken  in  mind, 
or  hd  troubled  neither  6y  spirit,  nor  by  word^ 
nor  by  letter,  as  from  us,  that  the  day  of 
Christ  is  at  hand."  It  was  not  then  at  hand 
in  any  sense,  even  if  taken  figuratively  for  the 
fall  of  Jerusalem,  which  happened  some  years 
after  this  time  ;*  and  much  less,  if  understood 
literally  of  the  end  of  all  things.  He  solemnly 
exhorts  them,  by  the  hope  of  our  common 
salvation,  to  give  no  credit  to  such  assurances, 
whether  coming  from  men  pretending  to  the 
gifts  of  the  Spirit,  or  derived  from  prophecies 
equally  fallacious,  or  from  real  and  undisputed 
prophecies  mistakenly  interpreted,  or  from 
pretended  apostolical  epistles,  forged  and  put 
about  in  his  name.  Whatever  their  authority 
was  for  such  a  notion,  he  assures  them  it 
was  totally  groundless. 

The  day  of  the  Lord  is  one  of  those  phrases 
of  the  ancient  prophets,  which,  together  with 

*  The  fall  of  Jerusalem  happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
70,  asd  this  second  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians  was  written 
^bout  the  year  52|  nearly  twenty  years  before  that  event. 

I  I  2 
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sueh  of  their  prophecies  a$  remained  yet  to  !><? 
fulfilled,  the  prophetical  writers  of  the  New 
Testament  have  adapted^  and  applied  more 
fully  and  perspicuously  to  the  subjects  to  ivhicb 
tbey  respectivdy  belong.  The  sense  in  which 
it  was  used  by  Malachi  and  some  others,  was 
only  in  part  julfdled  by  the  incarnation,  or 
coming  of  Christ  in  the  flesh  ;  which  was  the 
dawning  of  th^t  grcjdt  and  terrible  diiy^  for 
s^ch  it  proved  to  his  own  unprepared  and  un- 
believing people.  And  as  it  included  a  great 
many  particulars,  and  comprehended  a  con- 
riderable  portion  of  time,  it'  did  not  $nd  btit 
with  the  end*  of  the  worlds  or  the  fall  of  the 
city  and  temple,  and  the  close  of  the  Mosaic 
veconomy^  figuratively  so  called.  Wherever  in 
the  apostolical  writings  it  is  said  that  the  day 
pf  the  Lord  is  at  handy  that  event  is  alluded 
to ;  and  St  Paul  assures  the  believers,  that  ia 
^ny  other  sense,  the  expectation  of  the  coming 
of  Christ,  either  figuratively  to  the  destruction 
of  the  man  of  sin ^  or  really  and  personally  to 
the  general  judgment  y  was  premature. 

*  Malachi  iv.  5. 
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^  Let  no  man  deceive  you  by  ariy  mcanff^ 
for  that  day  shall  not  come  except  there  com© 
a  falling  away  first,  and  that  man  of  sin  be  ret 
vealed,  the  son  of  perdition." — Before  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  judgment,  which  you 
apprehend  to  be  so  near,  there  shall  arise  an 
apostacy^  from  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  which 
shall  go  to  so  great  a  length,  that  it  shall  give 
birth  to  a  mysterious  character  of  a  singular 
boldness  of  impiety  and  wickedness,  in  so 
much  that  I  cannot  find  a  name  more  appro^ 
priate  for  him,  than  that  of  the  man  of  sin\ 

^  <)Ti  \m  fi^  ix§ii  if  droictTM  Tar^STV9^^^(non)  enica.  {^advemet 
^s  ChristiJ  quin  venerit  defectio  prius.  Ilia  supplenda  essei 
os^endit  ipsd  constructionis  series,  says  Beza.  Our  english 
ti?anslatioQ  has  a  peculiar  awkwardness  here,  in  copying  so 
closely  the  greek  idiom.—"  That  day  shall  not  come  except 
there  come  first  an  apostacy  ;'* — the  meaning  is,  it  is  as  sura 
to  come  as  the  day  of  judgment  itself.  And  that  it  was  a  real 
and  great  apostacy ,  in  the  worst'  sense  of  that  word,  and  no ' 
j[allmg  away  of  immaterial  importance,  we  soon  are  informed 
from  the  apostle's  description  of  it  which  follows* 

f  «  »9$^«iT9i  Tsfe  dfM^TMSi — Homo  iUc  pcccati.  Beza  ia  his 
note  interprets  it,  "  homo  ille  merum  scelus  /"  ^nd  adds,  ♦*  loqui- 
tur autem  Paulus  de  ^nttchristo,  tanquam  de  uno  quopiam  homines 
quum  tamen  totum  ecclesiasticae  tyrannidis  corpus  intelligit/* 
Though  tjie  apostle  speaks  oi  Antichrist  as  oionc  man,  he  meana 
\]kc  whole  system  of  the  ecdesiastical  tyranny.   L^t  tfeo^  \Y\i^ 
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the  son  of  perdition.  To ,  shew  that  he  was 
an  offender  rf  no  ordinary  description,  the 
*  aposde  adds  the  article  to  his  name,  to  distin-* 
guish  him  as  the  chief  oi  sinners,  and  bestows 
upon  him  the  benediction  of  another  epithet, 
peculiarly  descriptive  of  the  nature  of  his 
wickedness,  as  a  law  breaker — ^he  calls  him 
^  the  lawless  one^^* — in  our  translation  •'  that 
wicked  one^^       And  at  the   same  time,  he 

tiunk  that  a  nngle  indhiidual  is  iBeant»  says  he,  shew  me  any 
such  man  whose  existence  has  beea  perpetuated  from  the  days 
of  St  Paul,  and  will  continue  to  the  day  of  judgment. 

•  0  «$i^«;,  ex  lex  ille, — qui  legem  Dei  prorsua  et  ex  profejso  - 
Gonculoabit. — Beza.  "  The  lawless  one," — "one  who  tramples 
under  his  feet  the  law  of  God,  by  preteniing  to  a  svperior  au' 
thority,*^  Beza  justly  censures  the  translation  of  the  Vulgate 
and  Erasmus,  as  he  might  ours  too,  for  net  sufficiently  expirss- 
ingthe  meaning  of  the  original  by  **imquuj  illcf- — *^ibe  wici* 
idcM'^*  whereas  the  apostle  alludes  to  his  latulesi  deeds,  ab« 
rogating  the  nvorship  of  the  true  God^  and  the  la*VJS  of  tJx  first 
tabUf  by  the  idolatrous  service  of  the  mass !  The  pope  is  fre- 
quently called  by  the  canonists  "  Dcus  noster  papa^* — **  our 
God  the  pope  I"  And  Gratian  says^  that  *'the  pope  can 
dispense  against  the  law  of  nature^  and  against  any  of  St  PastPs 
ipis^ks ;" — and  Capicianus  assigns  the ,  reason,  "  quia  papa  e/ 
mayor apostolo ;'*  "because  the  pope  is  greater  than  an  apos* 
tie."  It  is  well  known  that  he  hath  deserved  this  epithet  of 
lawless^  by  his  "  changing  times  and  seatons^^  and  dispensing 
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gives  m  a  few  of  the  strong  Btieartteftts  of  hi* 
portrait,  which  fully  make  gdod  his  pteuliar 
title  ta  thoae  names*  He  specifies  in  pacticlf* 
cular  his^  priJe  and  arragancy^^hh  hatred  6/ 
th^  truths  and  determined  hostility  ta  its  ad* 
vocates,^-^his  flagrant  Impiety^  and  horrihte 
blasphmy^  with  other  similar  pflcticcs  of  thii 
hoty  head  of  the  apostacy. 

The  ancient  prophets,  from  whom  St  Paul, 
as  an  inspired  man  himself,  authoritativdy" 
took  his  description  of  the  man  of  sln^  havte 

mnthy  abolishing,  adding  tOj  muiilatingf  and  every  waj  altering  Xhp 
laws  of  God  and  nature,  and  the  peculiar  instltutiotis  of  J^esus 
Christj^-whose  throne  he  has  usurped,  and  upon  all  octaf^fdfm 
proved  to  him  o  utrttai^tf^, — ^am  aniagtmift^  or  AfHicbrisfi ,  ki 
the  most  eminent  degree  ;  so  asf  to  have  cast  all  other  Anti- 
christs entirely  into  the  shade.  There  have  been  popes  adul' 
tererSi  incestuous,  sodomites,  poisonous,  sorcerers,  and  p6pe  Joam 
a  whort.  Leo  X.  the  persecutor  of  Lutfrer,  abolit  the  yeafr 
1 52(>,  was  an  cabeist.  *'  Gardinali  Bembo  quiddam  er  erang«ltca 
historia  pioponenti  respondit,  *  quantum  noHs'  nosf risque;  eO'  de 
Christo  fabula  profuerit,  satis  omnibus  secuhs  notum/ — Cardinal 
Bembo  once  mentioning  to  him  somethiiig.  from  the  gocpel 
history,  'aye,  replied  he,  that  fable  of  CHRrsT'has^beetf  a 
good  milch  cow  to  us  and  our  friends,  as  is  well  known  to  all 
ages.'  "— Catal.  Test.  Veritat.  torn,  ii.  hb.  20. 

Iii.'t.  of  Popery. 
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given  very  much  the  same  account  of  hiar  2 
particularly  Daniel,  (vii.  24,  25:  viii.  23: 
»•  36,  37y  38,  39>)  Isaiah,  (xiv.  5,.&c.) 
Jeremiah  (xxiiL  19:  xxx.  23,)  and  the 
Psalmist,  (in  the  xxxvi.  and  1.  Psalms.)  But 
St  John  in  his  apocalypse,  written  long  after 
the  death  of  St  Paul,  has  ia  an  almost  bistort^ 
cal  series^  combined  every  thing  that  the  {mto- 
phets  bad  Written  in  a  scattered  manner  of 
this  great  mystery  cf  iniquity,  which  St  Paul 
observed,  had  already  begun  to  work,  thougli 
it  could  not  attain  to  its  full  power  till  the  ex- 
isting obstruction  should  be  removed.  St  Paul 
In  this  place  calls  him  the  soii  of  perdition ^-^^ 
and  St  John  says  of  him  wbicbgoetb  intoper^ 
dltion^  (Rev.  xvii.  8,) — because  perdition,  by 
a  catastrophe  so  horrible  and  amazing,  that  the 
word  perdition  might  be  applied  to  it  in  the 
highest  degree,  was  the  lot  ordained  for  him  in 
the  foreknowledge  of  God  j  or  else,  because 
his  origin  was  from  the  evil  suggestions  of 
tbefatber  of  perdition^  inflaming  the  insatiable 
cupidity  and  ambition  of  the  Pontiffs  and 
lordly  churchmen,  to  the  introduction  of  cor- 
rupUons  tending  to  the  destruction  of  souls, 
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aad.the  aggrandisement  of  the  power  and 
fichep  of  the  church* 

**  Who  opiyoseth^— [Christ  and  his  truth,) 
— "  and  exalteth  himself  above  all,  that  is  call- 
^  God^  or  is  worshipped  (  so  that  he^  as  God^ 
Vitteth  in  the  teniplie  cyf 'God,  sbeibing  bimstlf 
that  be  is  Godr — It  was  the  impious  flattery 
of  the  tomans  in  the  times  of  their  degener- 
acy, to  >  give  divine  titles  to  their  emperors, 
and  biiild  temples  and  altars  to  them  even 
while  living.  But  this  "  son  of  wickedness  '* 
will  not  be  contoat  with  the  flattery  of  titles 
usurped  from  the  heathen  gods,  which  hfe 
knows  ^ivere  no  gods^*  but  wicked  and 
apostate  spirits  like  himself.  He  will  be  call- 
ed after  the  "^God  of  Gods,''  (Dan.  xi.  36,) 
ismd  exalt  his  throne  far  above  the  gods  of  this 
lower  world,f  although  they  are  the  greatest 
kings  and  emperors.  He  seats  himself  in  tbe 
true  temple  or  church  of  tbe  true,  and  most 
bigb  God,  and  there,   even  upon  the  very 

*  2  Sings  XIX.  18. 

f  John  X.  34?.  Ps.  Ixxxii.  6.      **  I  wid  ye  arc  god*/' — 
Princes  amd  prophets  so  called. 
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iltar,*  receives  adoratloii.      tte  tisnrps  tt« 
power ^  and  attributes^  and  na^e  bf  (iodjf  and 

♦  Sitting  upon  the  Ugh  aitar  of  ,St  Pttcj^s  .clvurtfethie  ncTf 
made  pope  is  worshipped  by  tis  cardinais^  as  Go^t  representa- 
tvoe  on  earth;  but  the  attributes  of 'divinity  and  nam«8  of  God 
tney  ascribe  to  Him,  sliei^  tW  lit  it  wor^ipped  as  more  than 
0  vhariout  g94L  The  me^sil'^s^kfuck,  for  lh6  decasion  has  the 
motto,  **  qtum  ereant  adorant "— «« they  first  cteatef  and  then 
adore  him  |"  and  it  represents  tliis  fictitious  divinity  sitting  en- 
shrined upon  the  altar,  and  two  cardinals  prostrate  before  him. 
ff&Sitas*'4»faUiBi&y'-*9hd  mere),  in  the  remission  of  sinsi^'  are 
the  incommunicable  attributes  of  the  Divinity.^^'VTlKr  man 
Uaspbemah^ for  who  can  forftve  slns^  hut  God  only?**  was  the 
unjust  objection  of  the  jews  against  oiir  Saviour ;  and  the  blas- 
phemous usurpation  of  the  same  power  is,  Wilh^gi^i  jUsti(5e, 
objected  to  tiie  pope*  It  wa&  the  scan^aloms  sale  aiid  traffic  of 
ituki^enees  and  pardons  that  stirr^  the  spirit  of  Luther,  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  reformation.  Pope  Leo  X*  in  the  late- 
ran  council,  accepted  the  blasphemous  flattery  of  the  title  of 
<*  the  Son  of  the  trihe  ^yu^aJ/*— Is  not  this  truly"  Anticliritt, 
who  usurps  jiis  throfk^  and  power^  and  attriinaeif  and  e^en  his 
very  titles?  (Rev,  v.  5.) 

t  Pope  Gregory  I.  who  himself  introduced  much  andchruti- 
anisni  into  the  church,  cebsHfes  John  IV«  Patrarch  of  Con- 
ttandnople,  for  afiectiiig  the  tide  of  um^real  ikiopt  .which  he 
tronriders  as  a  mark  of  Antichrist,  and  applies  to  him  Isaiah, 
(xiv. )  where  Lucifer  exalts  his  throne  equal  with  God. 

In  mere  spite  to  John,  Gregory  immediately  took  to  him- 
self the  lowly  title  of  •*  servus  servorum  Dei" — which  his  .suc- 
cessors ^ve  continued,  hot  with  actions  little  corresponding  t 
for  the  popes  soon  took  the  title  of  universal  bishop,  and  added 


not  only  sets,  himself,  up  above  all.  earthly 
powers,  but  above  Xh^  Majesty  .of  heaven  too, 
by  abrogating  aiid  annulling  the  laws  that  God 
hath  made,  as  if  the  pretended  bolyfatberydsid 
jiot  our  moat  blessed  Lord  Jesus.  Christ,  had 
postses^sion  of  .**Uie  key  of  David,  and  ,ope;a- 


toit  names  of  blasphemy ^ — caput  totlus  eccIesUf-^^pater  e^elesU,-^ 
JiStts 'e^sutt^-srspo^m  euksUf-r^^nd  mater  e6$Iidai  *  }^ij;^ii 
.^.t(q]p« Jb^  a^^iujly  4%9^^  ^P^  fLof^  ^5^^ A??  ^^  '^* 
sbi^r  (Epbe8.  i,  22,)  he  often  afl^s  himself,  f  CAjV/  w- 
cessor^**  So  he  is  called  "  Z)«/jr  in  terrlst  God  on  €feirih,"  by 
Abanus,  (de  potest,  papas). — *^  Ptslestium^  terrestrium,  ei  in/en* 
9nm  ikmkmm^  ^  lord  of  things  in  heaven,  and  thtfigt  ia  eirth, 
'adrd^ttgsunder  the  earth,"  by  Anlhonitts ;— "\?d*  rirgMwi 
ifumma  'd&minanHwnp  king  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords^'^  in 

'the  EXTRATAGANTS. 

Pope  Paul  V,  about  the  year  1621,  caused  his  picture  to  b© 
drawn,  with  this  inscription,  *»  Paulo  V.  vice  deo,— ^td  Pai4  V. 
'a  yice-god.^'  Wlmt  is  very  remarkable  in  this  is,  that  the 
Mmeral  letters  of  the  latin  inscription  gives  exactly  th^  number 
*©f  tfte  beast, (Sm.  (Rev.  xiii.  IS.) 

Pope  Sixtus  I V»  had  a  triumphal  arch  erected  to  him,  with 
^isU^isphemous  distich  inscribed, —  ._  ■  .    . 

..Oraclo  VQcis  muadi^inpderaris  habenas, 
>  .  .  et  merito  in.terris  diceris  esse  deus."— 
"  Your  voice,  as  a  divine,  oracle,  governs  the  affairs  of  this 
world.     You  justly  merit  to  be  called     god.''^- A°^,  ®^^®  " 
called  often  by  the  canonists,  ^'  dominus  deus  noster  pata^  our 
JjOrd  God  the  pope.'*  ..  .        HUUoJ 
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eth  and  no  man  shutteth,  and  shutteth  and  na 
man  opencth."*  (Rev.  iiL^.) 

lliq  prophet  Zecliariah  giy^s  us  an  hiero- 
glyphic of  this  portentous  mass  of  impiety  and 
blasphemy, — "  merum  scebis^^ — wickedness 
personified!  under  the  emblem  of  ^  woman 
^tting  in  the  midst  of  an  ephah,  with  the  in-, 
scription  under  the  pictuie^  •*  this  is  wcied" 
ness?^'\  (Zech.  v.  8.)     And  the  prophet  Da- 

*  God  aays  in  the  second  coiqmandincnt  ^  tid»  Aak  ^ 
nuiie  to  thy^f  any  graven  magCt  ^e^^^thou  tkalt  wo^bow  dowm  i$ 
item  nor  serve  tbem'**  But  what  lays  the  pope  mid  his  couodl  ? 
•—Thou  sbak  do  hoth !  and  to  mend  the  matter,  they  double 
the  faulty  by  wholly  Hotting  out  the  eectmd  eomn^mfinait  zutheir 
vulgar  catechisms ;  9nd  to  make  up  the  numbert  and  give  God 
bis  due  tale,  they  divide  the  tenth  <^mroandp)ent  into  two.  It 
is  thus  pmitted  in  the  **  Horae  beats  viigiois,''  and  in  ^  the 
office  of  the  Blessed  Virgin^'  in  latin  and  englisb^  for  the  use  of 
the  english  catholics.— —Jlfiaai  ofS'mt  B.  ii«  p.  14^5. 

f  The  ephah  was  a  measure  of  com,  and  bread  is  the  staff 
of  KfCf  and  the  emblem  of  our  spiritual  sustenance  administered 
through  the  church*  This  mystical  representation  therefore 
imports  wickedness  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  churchy  and  upon  the 
vital  power  of  religion,  to  corrupt  even  that  which  was  given 
to  be  the  bread  of  life  and  the  spiritual  sustenance  of  our  souls* 
Jiow  literally  just  the  application  is,  appears  peculiarly  in  thc^ 
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niel*  and  St  Jotinf  have  both  drawn  the  man^ 
of  sin  with  the  same  feature  as  St  Paul  in  this 
place,  and  in  Tim.  iv.  i,  &c; 

"  Remember  ye  not  that  when  I  was  yet 
yn^ix  you,  I  told  you  these  things  ?  And  novjr 
ye  know  what  withholdeth  that  he  might  be 
revealed  in  his  time."  There  is  a  set  time  fix- 
ed in  prophecy  for  the  rise  of  the  man  of  sin, 
and  a  determinate  period  for  his  tyranny  to 
continue.  The  latter  we  know  to  be  iiSq 
years ;  but  on  aceount  of  the  obscurity  essen*^ 
tial  to  prophecies  of  this  nature  and  conse^ 
quence,  while  yet  unfulfilled,  the  exact  com- 
menqement  of  his  reign  cannot  b^  known, 
until  we  first  have  seen  the  end  of  it.  Saint 
Paul  has  here  intimated  that  he  should  not 
come  until  after  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
(empire  firom  Rome  4  and  Saint  John.^gree? 

yronhipping  of  the  consecrated  *maferf  with  th^  gam^  worship 
they  pay  to  Christ  himself;  thus  transuhstantiating  the  holy 
({acrament  into  a  snare  for  the  soul,  aod  Chris^  himself  into  qn 
idol.  . 

*  Dan.  vii.  25 ;  yiii.  23 ;  xi.  96.         f  R^v,  xiii.  6,  &c. 

J  St  Paul  has  declined  saying  any  thing  expressly  on  thi» 
l^bjecty  in  a  public  epistle  to  the  christian  churcheS}  but  th,^ 
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i  XTv^ith  hingi  liereli}^  having  said  tl^at  the  drag^a 
(or  persecuting  pagan  emperor  of  Rome) 
should  yield  up  bis  seat  and  univqwl  imperial 
despotism,  to  he  wielded  (though  in  a  some- 
y^hat  difierent  mannjer,*)  by  thi^  worthy  suc- 
.cesspr,  the  man  of  sin.  And  he  describes  him 
as  "  having  two  hprns  as  a  .Utnb,'*  but  the 
voice  (or  language)  and  imperious  stije  of  the 
dragon,  pr  prigijp^  ronj^in  p?igan  emperors. 
((Rev.  xiii,  ii.)  .  He  had  a  double  power,  ec- 

opinion  current  amongst  tire  fettiers  tt)  ^at  he  alluded  to  t]ie 
VDmaii  tmpjre  .vbwB  fce  ^y s,  **  S^fi  ttiv  c*  ffff^'^  fu^urtp — ;W^t 
ffte  obftrvcUofk  that  IJesia  the  wjiy  is^  ye  know."  Iren^u^  t^e 
disciple  of  Polycarp  the  disciple  of  St  John^.  says  it  is  the  n»- 
man  empire ;  and  from  this  source  the  tradition  was  probably 
derived;  a|;^eve{it8y  time  ^  siiice  pfo^ed 4ihat opioion to 
Jk  trqe.    /  '      • 

^  Daiijel  eyerysrhere .  ^e^piibfts  .lb",  F^^f  .PQWJet  as  J>ein£^ 
lingular  in  its  kitt(i,zTkd  like  none  of  the  former  joccupiert  of  the 
imperial  seat. — *^  He  shall  be  diverse  from  the  first,  and  shall 
§ubdue  three  kings.  And*  he  ^aU  tpeah  ptta  toords  against 
the  Most  High,  and  shaU  wear,out  tbe  saints  of  the  Most  High* 
and  think  to  change  times  and  Iaws;.^9ni  they  shall  be  given  into 
his  hand,  until  a  time  and.  times,  and  the  dividing  of  time." 
(Dan.  vii.  24!.)  *•  A  king  of  fierce  countenance,  and  under^ 
standing  dart  sentences,  shall  stand  up,  and  his  power  shall  be 
.^i^g^ty*  hut  HOT  BY  HIS  OWN  POWER,  &c;"  (Dan,  viii.  2S| 
8*^  25,    See  also  Dan,  xi.  36,  37,  38,  39.^ 


l!teffef#«sehMive:Df  the  ii^fi^  and  the.i5icat 

ioDvJs  aSt-fliuiiilefea  forth  with  all  the  it^^i 
'whicK  Foniiarly  accbthj[)anied  Ifee  tftidt  idfetii 
<^i  tht  dragohi  ^  -       : ; 

-'•  -  '.'  •-■'  ^  .'  •-•  ;.  .^  :  ::c-  ^  .;^  oris  •  :  - 
'  Bot  such  miarfei  ik  ttea^  thoif ^  th^y!  cqiil* 
dd^  withifie  generad  tedoiJ'of  th^  J)t<^beeieS| 
arirf'polht  &(it  plaihly::thfe:j)efton  nifcsuj^yet 
tbey  a©(^e  imibbg  with  respect  to  dia  //«nr 
x>flns  €^^arafice^  wMeh  yet  Js^  dpubitess^  4^^^ 
tefmingtely  fixed?  because  it  is  toid  to  jbf  Aif 
%i»nimt^  or.  the  seasdn  igpdated  for:  hk^ 
Thus  the  coming  of  the  Messiaa  is  jpok^ti  oif 
La  die  aaiiife  manner,  to  have  been  in  the  tnd 
yfibe  worldi^  (or  Mosaic  dispeasfttion^)  and  id^ 
the  fullness  tf  time}  which  ampunts  to  ?be 
same  as  Iv  r^  IuvtS  KoapS'  suo  prasHtuto  tem^^ 
pore-^n  the  thne  afore  ordained  far  his  comings 
And  ^t  know  that  that  tifne  was  precisel;^ 
fixed,  Isveri  td  die  very  year,  by  Daniel,  in  h\i 
jprophecy  of  the  seventy  weeks.  But  as  t^iat 
t>rq)hecy  was  by  divine  wisdom  so  contrivedi 
that  it  should  not  be  fully  wfndefrwo^d  until 
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txplaitud  b^  ibe  dvcnl ;  so  there  is  thenune 
necessity  for  a  like  unceit^nty,  as  to  the  exact 
date  in  this.   Whea  our  blc&sed  Lord  foretold 
the  destrucdpn  of  Jerusalem,  he  qpoke  of  it, 
for  the  same  reason,  in  terms  equally 'i/»[/gf£«' 
cd^  and  by  dropiping  general  bifits  and  signs  of 
the  time  approaching ;  and  declared  that  ^  of 
that  d^y  and  hoitf  fnawetb  so  tnan^  no  not  the 
angek  which  are  in  heaven,  neither  the  Son, 
but  the  Father."  (Mark  xiiL  32.)*    So  Saint 
Paul  might  know  nothing  more  oi  tbc  pre&ic 
time  of  die  rise  of  antichrist,  than  that  tbe  de^ 
cline  and  fall  of  tbe  empire  was  to  prepare  the 
way  for  it^  and  as  St  James,  when  he  said  that 
the  ruin^f  Jerusalem^  or  coming  of  tbe  Lord^ 
nvas  at  bandy  might  have  gathered  his  intelli- 
gence from  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Saint 
Matthelv's  gospel,  and  traditional  opinion. 

*  Our  divine  Lord  Sometimes  speaks  of  h!msel£  as  the  txStai 
Christ  Jesus,  and  what  he  delivers  at  S|u:h  times  is  not  tor  be  iqi- 
plied  to  his  divine^  but  human  nature.  In  his  state  of  humili- 
ation his  knowledge  ivai  susceptible  of  increatCf  (Luke  ii.  5%) 
and  liable  (as  here  declared)  to  itmtatwu  But  as  God  ir  huw 
aB  things,  (Johnxvi.  30:  xvi,  15.)-«-things  Unutterable,  aad 
iiot  fit  to  be  sevtaled^ 
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f*'  For  the  mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already 
work,  ody  be  wba  letMJb^  will  let^  until  he 
be  taken  out  of  the  way.'*-~There»>were  even 
at'thmt  timev  symptoms  of  those  corruptions 
in  the  church,  by  the  pride  of  pre-eminence 
in  the  episcopal  dignity,  and  a  false  humility 
in  worsblpfnng  of  an^^Uj  vfhich  were  in  after 
ages  to  be  cjtffied  to  their  greatest  height, 
when,  the  obstructing  cause  being  removed, 
Antichi;zst  should  start  from  the  canvass  in  his. 
proper  form,'  ^  I A  the  v^ry  days, of  ,the  apos- 
tles many  detestable^  heresies  were  broached, 
©f  which  the  great  apostacy  of  the  man  of  sin^ 
in  his  imn  tiiie,  would  cwbrag^  the  greater 
part;  and  establish  them  by  decrees  of.  4pui)-i* 
cils,  and. edicts  from  the  infallible  chair;  the 
scrijtfures  bting  &cn  of  wry  hferUr  author-^ 
itjy  and  gt^O'alfy  unknowny  and  the  father,, 
and  other  ancieiit  evidences  for  Christ,  leaving 
been  by  pious  frauds  and  seasonable  interpo- 
lations^ taught  to  speak  ^  good  cathoUos. 

The  apostle  here,  calls  it  <;  mystery^  a^  well 
|ie  m^ht.  Christ  has  hi^  mysteries,  for 
^' great  is  the  mystery  of  ggdlmessil^  (i  Timv;. 

L  L 
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hL  1 6,)  and  it  is  made  up  of  map;  mj^steries, 
which  all  ^curpass  our  pceaeiit  comprdieasioi).^ 
Anticbist  ziso  has  his,  a  mystery  ofimiquky  /f 
So  woiklerftil  a  mystery,  that  &  Jdm^  whea 
he  had  it  represented  befoife  lum..in  prophetic 
vision,  thoogh  hie  had  seen  nudiij  wonders 
before,  was  now  above  measare  astoabhad  to 
behold  the  church  di  Chrkt  in  such  a  garb ! 
""^myMffot^  liiiv  ^T^v^  ^v^  jMi^^tfr— *-(Rev.  xvik 
6,) — miratus  sum^  quum  mderem  illam^  oAni^ 
ratione  magna!  InvMckrid  with  a  great  as^ 
tonisbmentP*' 

Our  wonder  hi  ^ese  days  is  greatly  sSbat^ 
ed,  even  though  the  thing  icself  still  cjplsXB^ 
of  which  St  John  cmly  saw  tbe  type.  Long 
acquaintance  with  things  wdira  off  the  asipnr- 
ishment  of  a  first  impression.  ^  ibid,  besides, 
after  so  much  acrimonious^  discussion  W  t^ 

1  Con  XV,  51, — Of  the  great  change—- union  (^  the  divine 
and  human  nature  in  Chn«t— rDoctrine  of  the  Trinityt  &c« 
Xphes.  ill.  4  r  vi.  19*   1  Cor«  iv.  1.  Matt»  iu.  ll.  Sec. 

t  2  TheBS.  ii,  7*     Rev.  xrii.  5.    The  Hia8^  and  popery 
in  the  lump,  all  a  ttpcery. 


tobyfict  baa  UiideisaDe  since  the  i^efofmatioii,; 
the  chief  mysteries  of  popery  are  prudently  (ia 
iprotestant  countries)  kept  out  of  sight,  and  its 
h{jird  and  prominent  features  softened  dow% 
and  the  paint  and  patches  raked  off  in  so  great 
a  degree,  that  the  good  old  woman  Jezebel 
looks  no  more  like  the  portrait  drawn  for  her 
in  the  prophecies,  than  pope  Joan  was  like  a 
christian  bishop,  when  she  was  taken  injabour 
in  the  public  streets  of  Rome,,  in  pontjyficali- 
bus,  and  in  the  middle  of  a  holy  processions^ 

*  The  propheekd,  id  mmj  iiwtancesi  have  wonderfully  re« 
ceived  even  a^eralm^  wdl  ad  aj^fl/tailije acacmpSiktiimi.  The 
historf  of  :FoYB  JvJiic  is  ^sblllilhini  upon  the  tMtimoAy  of  so 
inany  authors  of  mdoitbted  cndit^  many  hundred  years  before 
LoTHsKy  that  the  faitt  cannot  b^  doubted.  This  was  pope  John 
VIIL  ihe  immediate  successor  of  Leo  1 V.  and  before  Bene- 
dict. III«.iMid' was  a&er#aAls  calkd  Joan.  JJerrolime  wai  Gil- 
belta^  jK«AiAt31ienU  in  Gfennaiiy.  .  By:  dissdasbling  her  aex> 
and. making  gre^it  profieiency  in  lefirBingi  b)]^  g<^  into  the  m* 
JalBUeA^ir  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  S54.  She  fell  in  trs^ 
fail  in  a,  solemn  proccBsion  to  the  Lateran,  in  the  open  street^ 
between^th;e4heatr8  Colosseum  a»4,  St  Clefx^ot^  church ;  and 
was  *th«x,deUvetedft  having  be.ea  pope,  above  two  year^  Ip 
detestation,  of  this  disgiace&l  ^cideat^:  the  popes  ever  after-, 
viTjf^hjd^fyfdtoj^tfyxt  Vfdy.p,  aQ4j^t9  jireve^t;  bejngiso  cbeai- 
ed,H9^  ?PF^?^^'.^PPPf  ^^-^^iS^  ^  seated  in  SaiQt  Peter's 
jdi^^.l^^^^stf  hole;  made  ia  the  bottom^  c^^ug^  virhidi  the 
L  ^  2 
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junior  cardinal  is  to  search  hiift*  and  tipon  fim&ig  alii  ligtLtf  tiJt 
newi  11  joyfully  proclaimed  to  the  crowd—  ma*  nobis  er/  dotmttilfp 
0^our  lord  the  fope  it  a  man  I  from  which  use,  the  said  seat  it 
called  leda  Hereorarih  &om  ifs  near  i^esemhlance  to  a  close  stooL 
The  papists  stoutly  ^deny  the  whole,  Ind  pretend  that  thte  vat 
of  the  sedu  iitrcoratia  was  oxUy  to  put  the  new  Jivimiy  in  mind 
of  his  occasions,  and  that  he  was  still  a  mortaL^-This  is  the 
ifeason  given  by  Platina.  If  this  probation  6t  popes  is  not  still 
pnictised,  one  of  their  own  authors»  Johannes  Fanaotuos,  thus 
gives  the  reasons 

Non  poterat  quisquis  reserantes  sethera  daves 
Kon  expioraAs  sumere  festuuKs^ 

Cor  igitur  toostro  mos  hie  jto  tempore  cessat  t 
hv^probat  seot  quilibet  eat  vinmu 

No  pope  of  old  assum'd  th'  unerring  keys« 
But  first  he  past  the  test  of 's  rem  and  re's  t 
A)id  why  not  now  thai  souch?    Becalise  each  caa 
By  numerous  bastards  prove  himself  a  man* 

HUt.  ofPoperyp  voL  ii*  p.  $3d« 
Creat  Babylon  is  charged,  both  by  the  ancient  prophets  and 
St  Jchn,  with  wborodomp  in  allusion  to  her  idolatrj  and  apottaef 
Jirmn  the  true  God^  which  figuratively  is  so  called,  as  CoA,  is  the 
hosband  of  the  church.  '<*  Because  <Xthe  mubltnde  of  the  whore^ 
donu  of  the  well-favored  harkt^,  the'roistreSs  of  vntchcrafts,  that 
seHeth  nations  through  her  nvhoredcms^  and  families  through  her 
wttchcnifts;'beh6ld  I  jun  agatfist  thee,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
and  I  will  discover  thy  skirts  upon  thy  &ce,  «id  I  will  shew 
the  nations  thy  nakedness,  and  the  kingdoms  thy  shame." 
fl^^afum  iii.^yS.)  Tet  the  prophecies  often  receive  also  a 
fiurcl  aceompSshment,  9B  in  the  above  tact' of  z  raiULLi  port, 
atid  ihe  adulterous,  incestuous;  and  sodomitiad  praetiGef  of 
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manf  of  them$  and.  the  public  encouragement  giten  to  th^ 
«tew8  at  Rome,  from  which  his  holiness  drew  a  revenue  of 
40,000  crowns  a-year,  by  way  of  taxation.  The  notoriety  of 
their  practices  gare  occasion  to  frequent  lampoons  on  the  uotr 

VATHXaS* 

Quid  quaeris  iertef,  at  mas  an  fcemina  cybo  ? 

respice  natorum,  pignora  cerU>  gregem* 
Pontifids  pAULi  teites  ne  Roma  requiras ; 

filia  4aam  gcnuit,  sat  docet  esse  maiem. 

Hist.  p/Poferji 


*^^^^Jr^.^. 
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ftnd  jpny  (ot  our  memies,  and  them  that  hate 
aild  persecute  us  unjustly,"  but  also  in  the  con* 
^dent  expectation  that,  upon  the  dissolution  of 
the  emfircy  the  most  dreadful  calamities  would 
fadall  the  church,  and  mcnre  terrible  than  all 
the  persecutions  they  had  endured  under  the 
cruelty  of  the  pagan  emp^xirs.^  ^ 

Dr  Whitby,  who  has  d  singular  opinion  of 
his  own  to  maintain  upon  tJus  sulgect,  yet  still 
allows  that  such  an  opimon  of  the  rl  xawxa^ 
m  present  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  man 
of  sin,  was  generally  current  amongst  the  fan 
thers )  and  as  the  knowledge  of  that  circum- 
stance was  rather  niatter  of  curiodty  than  we, 
it  might  have  been  (by  the  apqstle)  trusted  to 
tradition,  fc^  the  conveyance  of  it  to  future 
times*  The  certain  truth,  however,  of  that 
tradition  has  been  well  estaUisbsd  by  history 

and  facts,  Machiavd  ^mself,t  (in  his  hbtory 

• 

^  Thaj:,  together  with  much  of  ijn  $ruth  the  h^ben  be14 
n^j  erroneous  notitm  otwaiehrut,  is  easily  accounted  for,  a^ 
the  prophecy  was  then  future.  . 

f  Bishop  Newton  on  the  Prophec^eSi  vol*  ii«  p«  4Q^*  Hi^ 
^  |1iieiH:e,  B*  ii  p«  €U 
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of  Florence,)  pving  e'^jidcncc  awflScicnt  for  ilie 
conviction  of  popery,  without  perceiTing  the 
drift  of  his  own  testimony.  He  has  diewn 
the  origin  of  the  greatness  and  arfogan&e  of 
the  bifihop  of  Rome,  the  gradual  mcrea9&  of 
his  po\*^er^  and  the  means  by  which  he  became 
a  temporal  potentate,  mud  put  tm  hia  triple 
crown* 

**  Then  shitll  that  wickec!  one  be  f-evealedj 
whom  the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the  spirit 
of  his  mouth,  and  destroy  with  the  brightness 
of  his  coming*"-^**  He  who  now  letteth^  and 
will  let,  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way,'^  as 
the  apostle  had  before  said,  was  accordingly 

Removed,  and  elbow  room  made  for  his  Holi^ 
ness  J  by  the  dhsoliitiak  9/ the  Roman  govirtt-^ 
fneni^  and  the  exile  of  the  last  of  the  Romart 
emperors,  called  in  derision  Aug<is(tulus^  which 
happened  in  the  year  475.  The  epithet  here 
ap'^lied  to  ibe  man  ofsin^  9  fiuJoftog^  ex  Itx  /Zfe, 
ibaf  laii)kss  Mt^  is  a  pointed  allusion  to  a 

♦  The  force  of  tWs  epitfiel  is  lost  in  6tif  translation,  by  ren- 
dering it-^"  d)ai  wcicd  wir/'  i^ereas  it  was  designed  to  in« 
timate  th  patiuular  ietcrlption  of  his  mchinisii  on  accottait  of 
M  M 
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very  distinguishing  part  of  his  charactci*,  in 
dispensing  with  all  laws^  human  and  divine ; 
absolving  from  the  most  solemn  oaths;  dissolve 
ing  the  allegiance  of  subjects  to  their  natural 
sovereigns ;  laying  whole  kingdoms  under  an 
interdict^  and  changing  even  the  laws  of 
God,  and  the  two  sacred  institutions  of  Jesus 
Christ  if  nay,  and  even  compelling  the  realms 

whitihy  lie  eminently  deierves  the  title  of  I  «rr»Mi^y^— >*'  the 
AdTerwry/*  and  I  Mvrtx^t^oi — «*  the  Antichrist.'^ 

*  The  f£^  mter£ctf  which  shut  up  the  churches,  and  put 
a  total  stop  to  all  the  offices  of  religion,  except  baptism  and 
buxying  the  dead,  had,  in  the  days  of  superstition,  the  most 
Urnfying  effects.  This  was  an  tn^iout  wSmkry  of  the  majesty 
of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe,  in  with-holdinjjr  £n>m 
f  offending  nations  the  genial  influences  of  the  heaven  above,  and 

tiie  fertility  of  the  eatth  beneath : — •*/Ajf  heaven  that  is  over 
thy  head  shall  be  brass,  and  lif  ftfrtS  that  is  under  thee  shall  be 
iron/'  (Deut.uviii.22«) 

f  In  sect.  tx«  p*  252, 1  have  remarked  the  sacrilegious  im- 
piety of  the  church  of  Rome  in  omitting  the  second  commandment^ 
and  dividing  into  two  the  tenth,  for  the  countenancing  of  idol- 
atry. They  haVe  taken  the  same  liberty  with  the  aacrameDt 
of  the  Lord's  supper,  by  omktlng  one  half  of  tS^  in  with-holdin^ 
the  use  of  the  cup  from  the  laity,  upon  the  pretence  that  tht 
hreadt  (being  transubstantiated  into  the  real  body  of  Christ,) 
contains  the  whole  body,  and  consequently  the  blood  in  it, 
'  without  need  of  the  wine.    The  other  sacrament  of  baptism  is 
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t)f  the  dead  to  yield  implicit  obedience  to  his 
dread  commands.* 

St  Paul  seems  to  have  copied  Daniel  very 
closely  in  his  description  of  the  man  of  sin, 
and  his  doctrines  and  practices. — ^^  He  shall 
think  to  change  times  and  laws^  and  they  shall 
be  given  into  his  hand,  until  a  time^  and  times j 
find  the  dividing  of  titne.^^\  (Daniel  vii.  25*) 

9I8Q  corrupted  with  exorclmi  and  the  mij^ture  of  oU  and  salt 
with  the  water,  and  the  use  of  many  crossings^  and  ei|perstitiou8. 
and  idolatrous  ceremonkst  more  allied  to  sorcery  than  to  christian** 
ity.  It  is  not  without  reason,  that  in  the  prophecies  they  are 
«o  oftep  ^d  Ioi|dly  frharg^d  with  enchantments  and  sorcery^ 
for  the  wicked  abominations  with  which  they  have  **  changed 
the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie"  and  the  pure  ordinances  of  Jesus 
Christ  into  idolatry  and  heathenism* 

*  The  doctrine  of  purgatory  ^as  coined  witho^it  any  foun- 
dation in  scripture,  to  give  thiff  power  to  the  pope,  of  opening 
or  shutting  the  gates  of  the  infernal  frison  at  hjs  pleasure  |  and 
on  this  sandy  foundation  the  treasury  of  his  Ho![i(\ess  is  built, 
arising  from  masses  for  the  souls  of  the  dead,  indulgences^  and 
pardons,  &c.  See  sect,  xu 

f  jt  time,  (as  all  interpreters  raider  this  prophetical  nota- 
tion,:} sonifies  a  year  ;  and  HmeSf  ivto  years  i  and  half  a  tinuf 
haffayear,  that  is,  three  years  astd  a  half ,  which  is  to  be  com- 
puted according  to  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  prapheti# 
language.  And  as  the  ancient  Jewish  year  consisted  of  11 
M  M  2 


^  The  King*  shall  do  according  utOo  Kr  w/7f^ 
and  he  shall  exalt  himself,  ind  minify  him-, 
self  above  every  GoJy  and  shall  speai  marveU 
bus  things  against  tie  God  of  godsy  and  shall 
prosper  till  the  indigaatioii — (upon  Israeli- 
be  accomplished.  For  that  wWch  ia  defcr-r 
jpDtined  shall  be  dpnc*^ 

l^onths,  and  each  month  of.  30  days,  this  i?  J260  da^fy  pr  40 
^  2  numtbs^  as  it  is  reckoned  in  Rev,  xi.  2,  3 :  xii.  6,  14.1^ 
A  dayy  in  the  stile  of  the  prophets,  is  0  year^  (Ezek.  iv.  6,) 
therefore  42  months,  or  1260  days,  are  so  many  years.  The 
laying,  ••  ihey  shail  he  ^ven  mto  bit  handi^  seems  to  imply  that 
the  commencement  of  this  fixed  period  for  the  reign  of  Anti- 
christ, is  to  be  dated  from  the  full  estabVtihmnt  of  the  papal 
power  and  supremacy.— Bishop  Newton,  yoL  i,  p,  '489. 

♦  A«ff— This  does  not  imply  that  he  should  he  ztrictly  a 
hng,  but  a  potenute  wielding  a  temporal  power,  as  VipgA  dc- 
acribes  the  Wgh  priest  of  Apollo,  "  rex  Uem  atque  sOcerdos,— 
loih  friest  and  king.*'  The  popes  have  closely  followed  the 
customs  of  Mr  pagan  predecessors:  in  every  thing ;  most  or  all 
of  their  superstitious  rites,  being  nearly  Ae  very  sanae  as  those 
the  heathens  used  in  their  worship  of  the  gods.  He  may  wdl  be 
caHed  a  Ung,  at  least  in  the  stile  of  prophecy,  who  wean  not 
pnly  one.  but  three  crowns  upon  his  cap.  Isaiah  (xxx.  S3,)  calls 
him  a  iingt  and  Daniel,  (vii.  24  :  viiL  23 :  xi.  3Q,)  where  he 
aboremaiks  the  pecw&ari^  of  tWs  6xek^  mcragn  of  gads  md 
1888,  wherein  he  Aould  be  tBvirsifrom  oB^xtkr  kitigs,  and  ^• 
•olutdy  without  a  paraUeL 


St  Jdhfl's  account  cf  h{m  Id  the  same:-^ 
^  j^nd  there  was  giv«a  unto  4iim  a  moutS 
specking  great  things  and  blasphemies  *  And 
power  was  given  unto  him  to  cpulinue  forty 
and  two  mmtbs^^  (Rev.  xUu  5,)  The  inspk-i 
ed  author  of  the  ninety-^fourth  psalm  also^  has 
touched  upon  the  most  striking  ptrtUulfsu 
which  should  distinguish  this  VQSjr  singular 

^*  THRONE  of  INIQUITY,'*  or  StOol  (fn^cktA^ 

nessy  nvbicb  frametb  mischief  as  a  law  y  and 
the  instances  he  gives,  are  such  as  do  not  cor-^ 
respond  with  any  other  empire  that  ever  exist-? 
ed,  but  form  a  cap  admirably  fitted  to  th€ 
pope's  head.  He  begins  by  calling  upon  God 
to  forbear  no  longer^  but  to  avenge  the  injuries 
of  liis  persecuted  church  and  saints.  Verse  5, 
he  alludes  to  the  long  duration  of  this  triumph- 
ant wickedn^ssj^f— Yer.  4,  to  bis  impfirim^  tone ; 
die  voice  of  the  dragon,  and  the  "  fnoutb  speak-- 

}rtg  great  things  atfd  blasphemies,^^ "-^^i^u  $,  tlie 
nujrderous  persecutions  by  which  they  "  break 
fn  pieces  GodPs  people^  and  affiict  his  heritage!^ 
--^Ver.  7,  &c.  their  blindness  to  the  nature  of 
God,  as  if  he  could  be  pleased  with  huroaQ 
9acrifipe$,  as  our  l^ayiour  had  prc^phetigally  s^4 


^whosoever  kilktbyou  shall  think  that  be  dotth 
God  service  /*— and  their  blindness  to  his  jus^ 
tice,  as  if  he  would  take  no  account  of  the  cni-' 
dties  and  oppressions  acted  by  churchmen  :^ 
whereas,  (yer.  lo,)  ^^he  chastiseth  even  ^he 
very  beathenl*  which  know  him  not,  for  what 
Aey  do  against  the  plain  dictates  of  conscienqs 
and  reason,f  and  will  ^  judge  every  man  ac^ 
cording  to  bis  works^ — ^Ven  1 2,  the  spiritual 
t>le8sednes8  of  the  reformed  christians,  whom 
Christ  teacbeth  out  of  bis  lans^^  rescued  out  of 
papal  suppression.— Ver.  13  and  ^3,  the 
catastrophe  and  end  of  this  impious  spiritual 
tyranny:  and,  ver.  14,  &c.  the  cleansing  of 
the  sanctuary,  and  re-edification  of  God's 
church ;  the  restoration  of  "  bis  cast  off  people 
and  longjorsaien  inheritance.^^ 

*  Upon  this  prineiple  seems  to  haw  been  the  great  stfckle  al- 
ways made  for  the  privileges  of  the  clerical  order^  as  if  the  most 
outraireouB  crimes  in  them  were»  by  divine  right,  esBtrnfi  from. 
ffiuMuf  to  be  inflicted  by  either  God  or  man.  The  pope^s 
nhoitttioni  and  ApenttUioiu  availed  to  exempt  them  against  both. 
Thus,  in  Psalm  1. 16,  God  reproadies  this  bhsphemer  wit}^ 
Ins  crimes  and  the  grossness  of  bis  ideas  of  Godf  as  if  God  were 
fihbimseif,  and  fully  approved  of  whatever  his  Uir-Hoi<iNKss 
fCted  wickedlyJ 

•k  Romans  ii.  li,  15^ 


The  tenth  psalm  is  just  such  another  jm>> 
phetic  history,  in  epitome,  of  this  antichristiaii 
tyranny  and  superlative  wickedness,  and  wriu 
ten  by  anticipation.  Verse  ist.  represents  the 
afflictions  of  the  &ithful  witnesses  of  Jesus^  to 
all  human  appearance,  like  the  adorable  Savi-p 
our  himself,  given  up  to  the  wanton  cruelty 
of  his  enemies  in  the  hour  of  his  distress,  and 
calling  out  in  the  agony  of  his  passion,  "  My 
God!  my  God!  why  bast  thou  forsaken  me!^* 
^Wby  standest  tb<m  so  far  ^,  0  Lordy  why 
bidest  tbou  tbyselfin  the  times  of  trouble  /"-r* 
Ver.  2,  the  imperious  and,  at  the  same  tirtie, 
deceptive  policy  of  the  arch^persecutor ;  which 
shall  eventually  overshoot  his  marL*— -Ven 
3,  the  temporizing  spirit  and  venal  flatteries 
to  the  strongest  dde,  and  the  most  unjust^  ia 
every  contest,  which  so  strongly  characterized 
the  Holy  See  in  all  times. — ^Ver.  4,  his  atheis* 
tical  contempt  ofGod^  and  infernal  pride;  in  mag* 
nifying  himself  and  setting  his  throne  **  above  . 

*  'Bjxht. preaching  up  of  indulgences  for  sale^  in  the  moat 
shameless  manner,  to  raise  money  for  a  prostitute,  the  first 
shock  was  given  to  the  papal  iniquity,  and  a  nei  spread  airmi 
U  catch  hmseif.  (Isaiah  xlvii.  8.   Psalm  ,x»t,  8* ) 
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tt^rrjr  jrdi/.**— Vcr.  5,  the  grievous  uppressioH 
of  hl«  tynifloy,  Which  was  a  yoke  of  iron  ercn 
cm  the  necks  of  kmgs  awl  empa-orsj  and  die 
remarka]rfe  blkkkiess  of  popes  and  cotmdlsi 
fhat  they  could  not  (or  rather  would  not)  aee 
the  heavy  judgments  of  heaven  hanging  over 
their  heads  in  the  prophecies  i  and  his  am^ 
gancy  aifd  contemptuous  treatment  of  his  ene-^- 
teies.— Ver*  6,  his  self^security  in  his  wicked^ 
ness ;  in  which^  the  pretensions  of  papal  Ronie 
folly  equal  those  of  their  pagan  predecessors^ 
as  ts^ab,  under  the  mystical  name  if  Babylon^ 
has  charaeteri2ed/^fl/  Rome^ — ^  Thou  saidst 
I  shall  be  a  lady  for  ever :  so  that  thou  didst 
not  lay  these  things  to  thy  heart,  neithtt  didst 
remember  the  latter  end  of  it.  Thou  shalt  no 
more  be  called  the  lady  of  kingdoms'^*— Vex.  7, 
his  thundering  excommunications^  pioua  frauds^ 
and  deceivableness  of  uurigbteousuess^  for  the 
kicrease  of  falsehood,  and'  m^ntaining  of  his 
imposture.—- Verses  8   and   9,  his  vigilance 
against  heretics,  and  the  secret  proceedings^  but 
iion-Iiie  strength  and  cruelty  of  the  inquishionj 
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vvhich  destroyed  only  the  innocent  and  the 
helpless  as  its  prey.— Vei:.  IC,  his  moch  bumU 
lity^  as  "  serous  servorum  Cbristi — servant  o^ 
the  seiTants  of  Christ;"  for  the  base  end  of  ad- 
vancing his  pride  and  pretensions. — ^Ver.  i  r, 
his  hardened  heart,  and  spiritual  blindness ;  in 
**  treasuring  up  unto  himself  wrath  against 
the  day  of  wrath,"  (Rom.  ii.  5  ;  Rev*  vi.  1 7.) 
"  having  conscience  seared  with  ah  hot  iron." 
(i  Tim.  iv.  3.) — Ver.  15,  the  breaking  up  of 
his  impious  power,  and  the  full  exposure  of 
his-  wkkedness.'-'^tr.  16,  &c.  the  utter  ex- 
tirpation of  this  man  of  the  earth  and  his  anti- 
christian  heathenism^  and  the  reign  of  Christ  as 
king  and  head  of  hi$  church  ybr  ever  and  ever  J^ 

**  Whom  the  Lord  will  consume  with  the 
spirit  of  his   mouthy   and  destroy   with   the 

*  See  Psalm  lii.  which,  thQugh  composed  to  express  DayiJ's 
resentment  of  the  conduct  of  Doeg  the  Edomite,  hath  a  futr 
thsr  icope^  and  an  entire  consistency  with  the  portrait  drawn  in 
the  above.  Az  hath  also  Psalm  xxxvi.  where  a  marked  and 
su^arly  witied  character  is  described,  exactly  corresponding.' 
Sec  also  Psalm  Ixviii.  21,  22,  the  wounding  of  this  ancient  and 
perpetual  transgr:ss7rf  and  the  restoration  of  Israel,  two  events 
closely  connected  in  all  the  prophecies. 
N  N 
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brightness'  of  hia  coining/*  This  accbnnt  of 
the  extirpation  of  the  man  of  sin^  root  and 
branch,  is  taken  from  Isaiah,  xi.  4,  where  the 
prophet,  speaking  of  the  acts  of  Messiah,  from 
his  first  appearance  in  the  flesh,  to  his  final 
settlement  of  his  church  and  people,  says, 
**  he  shall  smite  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his 
mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  bis  lips  shall 
he  slay  the  wicked."  This  seems  to  be  an 
allusion  to  the  seven  last  plagues,  decribed  at 
large  in  the  Revelations,  by  which  the  spiritual 
kingdom  of  this  mystical  Pharoab  is  to  be  pro- 
gressively wjx/^^/,  and  at  last  \i\m^tVl  destroyed. 
This  is  to  be  done  at  the  command  of  Christ,* 
to  whom  God  hath  committed  the  govern- 
ment and  administration  of  his  church ;  and 
to  be  effected  by  "  the  sword  wbieb  proceed^ 
etb  out  of  bis  moutb  j'^f  or  the  word  of  God, 
by  St  Paul  called  "/^^  sword  of  tbe  spirit J'X 
Indeed  the  prophecy  seems  as  If  it  would  be 
fulfilled  in  both  a  literal  and  a  figurative  sense : 
the  avenging  sword  baving  its  commission  to 
devour  "  the  men  that  have  the  mark  of  the 
beast,''  m  this  latter  day  o'F  Christ,  Just  as 

♦  Re/,  xvi.  1.      f  Rev.  xis,  15.     %  Ephes.  vi.  17. 
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in  the  fortBwyr,  when  h$  came  up  against  Je- 
rusalem, in  his  vengeance,  for  the  same  crimes 
ofapostacy  and  blood,  and  that  wretched  "^^- 
neratlofi  of  bis  laratb^^  was  ^^  numbered  tQ 
the  swQfd^ 

The  andent  impostor  is  first  to  he  wasted 

away  to  the  mere  shadow  of  what  he  once 

was,  by  the  breath  of  the  mouth  of  Christ ^  05 

the  republication  of.tbe   everlasting  gospel^ 

brought  out   of  the  Egyptian  datkness,  in 

which  it  had  for  many  ages  been  industrious-* 

ly  conceited*     This  ib  called  in  the  figurative 

language   of  prophecy,  a  new  song^  which 

none  but  those  on  the  party  of  the  lamb  were 

able  to  learn^  and  it  means  the  translation  of 

the  scriptures  into  the  vernacular  languages^ 

and  clearing  them  from  the  rubbish  of  the 

popish  doctrines,  which  they  had  before  been 

compdied  to  speak,  by  false  glosses,  and  tra-^ 

ditional  fables*     By  these  me^ns,  at  the  revi-> 

val  of  learning  in.  the  fifteenth  century,  the 

*  Rev.  V,  9.  It  is  called  a  new  song^  but  in  Rev.  xiv.  3,  as 
if  were  a  new  toag ;  irttitnating  that  it  was  the  repuhiicOtion  of 
evangelical  trnthj  which  popery  had  suppressed!, 

N  N  2 


£76 

gross  corruptions  and  impious  doctrines  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  were  laid  naked  and  open  to 
the  contempt  and  abhorrence  of  even  the  most 
unlearned  ;  and  the  departure  out  of  tliat  htter" 
dieted'^  arid  dangerous  communion  became  very 
general.  The  power  and  influence  of  popery 
has  been  rapidly  on  the  decline  ever  since, 
from  the  consuming  effect  and  continued  ope- 
ration of  the  same  causes,  notwithstanding  the 
great  pains,  (worthy  of  a  better  occasion,)  and 
the  Jesuitical  artifices  employed  to  terrify  and 
cajole  the  ignorant,  and  by  any  means:}"  to 
retain  them  in  their  Egyptian  bondage. 

But  the  quarrel  does  not  end  thus  easily; 
Christ  will  not  be  a  conqueror  by  halves,:}:  but 
will  signalize  his  victory  over  his  ancient  and 
long  prevailing  adversary,  by  such  a  decisive 
blow  at  the  last,  and  such  o^  smoaking  ruin, 
that  the  memorial  of  that  unparalleled  iniqui- 
ty shall  remain,  like  that  pf  Sodom,  in  the 
sight  of  men  so  long  as  the  world  itself  en* 
dures.§     "  Riding  on  conquering  and  to  con- 

•   R€T.  xir.   9,  t  Matt,  xxiii.  15- 

X  Rev»  xiK*  11.  5   Rev,  Au  % 
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quer/'  Christ  Will  first  comumej*—znd  then  de^ 
stroy  the  man  of  sin.  His^rst  Jail  vnll  be 
effected  by  the  wasting  hway  of  his  spiritual 
influexice,  and  the  weakening  of  his  power 
over  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  the  dark^ 
ening  qf  the  sun  of  the  papacy.  His  second^ 
and  final  catastrophe,  wHl  be  by  an  exemplary 
act  of  justice,  upon  ins  seat^  and  throne,  and 
person.*  ^  Lo !  I  begin  to  bring  evfl  on  the 
city  which  is  called  by  my  namfe,  and  shaH 
ye  be  utterly  unpunished  ?"  (Jer.  xxv.  29.) 
The  holy  city  itself,— Jerusalem,  the  scene  of 
so  many  stupendous  miracles,  and  the  place  of 
all  the  earth  which  God  chose  to  place  his 
name  there,  did  not  escape  the  heavy  wrath 
of  God,  which  her  infidelity  and  apostacy  had 
long  been  treasuring  up  against  the  day  of  re- 
tribution :  and  ^U  proud  Rome,  the  motber 
of  fornications^  and  of  all  the  abonjinations 
upon  earth,  be  exempted  ?f — ."  the  Lord  Je- 
sus shall  be  (again)  revealed  from  heaven, 
with  his  mighty  angels  in  flaming  fire,  taking 
vengeance  of  tban^  that  know  not  God^  and 

•  Rev-  xTi.  10 :  xu.  20,  t  ^P^  ^vii,  5» 
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that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Lor4  Jems, 
Christ,"  {2  Thess.  i.  9.) 

It  is  said  of  the  blessed  Jesu%  that  be  be« 
came  "  to  the  jews  a  stumbling  bhck^^  by  the 
perversion  of  their  own  understandings,  but 
he  has  been  made  doubly  a  stone  (f  stumbling 
in  the  way  of  their  conversion  to  Christianity, 
by  t;he  palpable  idolatry,  and  other  monstrous 
corruptions  of  popery;  which  the  jewe,  and 
other  unbelievers  have  been  but  too  willing 
to  confound  with  the  gospel  itself.     The  pre- 
judice of  education,,  and  the  7;eal  of  a  party, 
will  not  permit  them  to  mak;e  the  necessary 
allowances,  and  manifest  distinctions ;  but  they 
rail  against  Christianity  for  the  impure  mixture 
of  popery,  which  our  mort  holy  faith  con- 
demns as  much  as  they  do.    But  the;  time  will 
come,  when  even  the  jews  will  open  their 
eyes  and  ears,  to  distinguish  truth  from  its 
counterfeit ;  and  even  the  corruptions  of  the 
whore  ofBabyloHy  will  no  longer  be  consider- 
ed as  an  argument  against  the,  trath  of  Chris- 
tianity, or  the  watchful  protection  of  Christ 
OYW  his  true  church  j  but  on  the  reverse,  ^s^ 
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the  accomplishment  of  the  prophecies  both  of 
Jesus  himself,  and  his  antagonist  the  man  of 
sin.  The  removal  of  the  modern  stumbling 
block  of  popefyy  seems  to  be  the  first  step  ne- 
cessary to  the  conversion  and  restoration  of 
the  jews ;  and  accordingly  we  find  in  all  the 
prophecies,  that  their  return  to  their  own  land 
must  be  preceded  and  prepared  by  those  ^r^^/ 
changes  amongH  the  anticbristian  powers^  or 
ancient  confederacy  of  Rome,  of  which  there 
is  so  frequent  mention ;  and  these  two  events^ 
the  fall  of  popery  and  redemption  of  Israel,  are 
constandy  connected  together  in  propiiecy.* 

*  He  is  to  continue  till  the  mSgrnUlon  lipon  Israel  be  ^ccom* 
pVuhed^  (Dan  xi.  7.)  Or  if  we  understand  the  power  of  the 
mahommedanS}  now  the  possessors  of  the  Holy  Land*  as  the 
stumbRng  block  in  their  way,  that  is  to  be  removed  about  the 
same  time  with  popery ;  their  rise  hiaviiig  beenne&vly  fogi^her, 
and  the  same  term  of  42  months,  or  1260  prophetic  years^ 
having  been  allotted  to  both  of  them. 


SECTION  XI. 


Popish  miractes  proceed  from  the  father  of  lieL 
— Hxs  design^  the  suppott  of  falsehood  and 
idolatry. — Strong  delusion^  the  natural  effect 

r  and  the  punishment  of  religious  hypocrisy. ^^ 
Cod  speaks  in  an  unknown  tongue  to  Apos^ 
tates.-'^Their  covenant  with  death  and  helL 
*^Tbe  Popes  will  the  authority  of  Scripture. 
—The  refuge  of  lies  : — of  no  avail  against 
the  scourge  of  God. — The  divine  impartial^ 
ity  towards  the  wicked. 

bT.  Paul  having  foretold  the  coming  of  the 
man  of  sin^  and  reminded  the  Thessalonians, 
and  through  them  the  christian  world  .in  ge- 
neral, of  what  he  had  before  communicated 
concerning  Him,  and  which  appears  to  have 
been  amongst  them  generally  understood,  al- 
though for  good  reasons  kept  pretty  close  to 
themselves;  that  until  the  departure  of  the 


jeat  i^f  tmpkt  frtm  RMie^  he  should  not 
Kirealed  \  proceeds  in  the  Mowing  verses,  to 
give  siich  4(1  dticr^tion  tf  bim^  that  he  might 
be  easily  known  when  he  shoiild  arise,  for  he 
has  nevef  yet  had  his  parallel  ^  Even  faint 
whose  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan, 
with  aUptmcf-^  and  signsj  and  lyiiig  nJbMdcrs!^ 

Satan,  who  i^  himself  the  father  bf  fies,  is 
the  author  of  false  thiracles,  and  the  upholder 
of  all  imposture^  St  Paul  ascribes  to  this  spi- 
ritual and  political  king  the  pbwer^cf  miracles^ 
only  they  are  false  ones,  and  wrought,  if  there 
ever  was  any  thing  Superfaatufal  in  any  of 
them,  undoubtedly  not  by  the  power  of  God, 
but  of  that  arch  deceiver,  who  is  an  overmatch 
for  even  the  greatest  proficients  at  deception. 
The. ends  for  whidi  these pipnJb  mirada  upm 
record  were  wrought,  (to  pfomotae  superstition 
and  falsehood,  and  to  inveigle  the  ignorant  in-- 
to  the  iddatry  of  d^id  saiitfs  and  images>  &c) 
evidently  declare  the  s6urce  fi-om  which  they  > 
came— /i&r  energy  of  Satan  f^  and  by  a  power 

*%jifr  'vA^umf  rS  ntttnS  h  ^itni  ^vivf^f,— *ex  efficacia  satanif 
4|tim  mnni  potcotuu   .^  Plr«diett  apoft^Iue  Mtaaam  #iniH^  taai» 

.    O  O 


^9rwitted  tabim  thys  to  dficeiy^  Uip8(^  vit^Ot 

.  "  And  with  iM  dficdvabkncss  qfunr^bt^s-* 
ness  in  them  that  perish ;  because  they  receiv- 
ed not  the  love  of  the  truth,  th^t  they  m^ht 
be  saved.  And  for  l^i$  cftusip  God  3h^l  send 
them  stt(^  iklusionj  tbat  they  ahoidd  ^eB^vc 
a  Ue  i  that  thsy  all  might  bet  damned  who  be-* 
Ueved  not  the  truth»  but  bad  {deasure  la  un- 
righteousness." The  miraeh  o£  th^  ^ja^  of 
VQi  Uke  his  (kctfinei^  area  xnaj^  of  the  ^lost 

vires  explica^uruxn)  idque  m^ximo  cum  successut  &c/' — Beza. 
-b«<*  Ti^  apostle  foretells  that'  Satan  Wotild  ky  out  Air  fwh^ 
ilfmpk  ypon  tfaia  hc^Ad  )|dMiMa»  and  that  wifiSi  om^  /«imf ; 
iVe^  vrickedn^aa  qC  t)ie  orotid  b^g  worth;  p^and^A  pt^DUuncnti 
yet  in  such  a  msginetji  tl^t  only  the  upbelieY^  ia  the-  genuine 
gospel  should  %e  Capable  of  falling  into  the  snare/'  So  the 
af^ostWalio  ^^kresy  that  ^s  judgment  inras  sent  opon  them 
iemm  fhtfrcave4pot  t^e4^jBfA^irmhhl$i0d^mmrt^{^ 
ai^iipterest Via  ic9fif^i(/tf9tM«</4«  Th<rp0pift^authQr^.<^ef«ir«ci^ 
St  mat^k  of  the  true  church,  and  pretend  to  them  to  this  day  ; 
lyit our  Sa^viour . gi,Yefi  tbi^. aa  a.  mark  of  ^tad^i^  (]Af(.:¥^* 


^9 

m^iistrbtk^  toritnrffes  ancJ  hypocrisies,  cbntiiveJJ 
by  the  eaeriiy  tif  maWdirf  65  defeat  the  saving 
efficacy  cf  the  gospel ;  atid  per fflitt6d  of  Cod 
to  take  ftiK  efi&t  upon  the  baS6  arid  wicked, 
minds  of  those  Regenerate  christians,  whichV 
like  Balaam,  "  loved  the  wages  of  tmrighteous- 
ness"  more  than  the  commands  of  Christ,  and . 
church  pagectntry  and  pre-eminence  more  than 
the  simplicity  of  jhe  gospel.  *  God,  in  punish-^ 
ment  of  such  unpardonatle  neglect   of  the  ^ 
strong  warnings  that  had  been  given  them^ 
suffers  them  to  become  the  victims  of  their 
own  deteptionsy  and  at  length  to  believe  the 
very  falladies  ^xxSl  pious  frauds  as  they  consider 
them,  which  they  had  invented  to  bolster  up 
the  dignity,  and  support  the  high  claims  of 
their  new-modelled  religion. 

It  isthe  wise  and  righteous  method  of  God  ' 
to  place  his  Reasonable  and  beneficial  truth  be-, 
fore  mankind,  bflf  to  feave  to  them  the  option  * 
of  following  it  or  not :  "  l^e  I  have  set  before  ' 
thee  this  day  life  and  death  ^  and  good  and  evil.^*  ' 
(Deut.  xii.  15;.);  Qui  vuTt  6tz\^\^  dedplamn  ^ 
**  He'that  ts  iinjust,  Itt  fen^jbie^tiijust^Stifrr 
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and  he  tbat  is  filthy^  let  Just  be  fikhy  stiii; 
and  he  that  U  rigfateow,  let  htm  be  lA^bMm 
sdll:  and  he  tbat  is  holy^  le^Jbim  be  hcsly  s^^ 
(Rev«  apdL  1 1.)  Irreshtibk  grace^  xxae^- 
lif^  unholy  minds  to  becoiqo  holy  in  s|Mte  of 
themselves,  (though  it  has  been  a  .faToiite 
doctrine  with  some  sectaries,)  is  certainly  as 
inconsistent  with  reason  and  the  probationarjt 
condition  of.  man,  as  it  is  with  the  general 
voice  of  scripture :  neither  is  the  contrary  doo 
trine  of  predestinat]iQ^  (p  sinful  dflusim  and 
actual  wicke^^n^  (that  men  niay  th^s,  with 
an  appearance  of  right,  becpme  the  objects  of 
damnation,)  posdble  to  be  adtnitted,  without 
the  blasphemous  consequence  of  throwii]g  up- 
on a  just  and  merciful  Grod  the  Uame  of  cruel- 
ty and  partiality^  which  he  disclaims  in  the 
strongest  manner.  If  God  sends  a  jmScIoI 
bUndness  upon  the  wicked  wd  unbeliemg 
jews,  and  strong  delusions  that  they  shmild  b^ 
lieve  a  lie,  upon  the  adherents  pf  the  manof  sin^ 
the  characters  of  the  pcrstms^  in  both  inMances^ 
Aew  that  this  effect  was  rathw  by  pcrndism 
of  God  (that  natural  causes  should  produce 
their  consequent  efiects,  and  tibey  who  dep^v- 


1^ 

4eedivetliefiudirjes  a]so)  than  from  any  Wi^m- 
vrhtmiii  Gcirrnl^ble  spirit  ^'tfYor^  sent  upon 
tbfili  frDot  God.  l^h  passages  of  the  scrip*- 
tore  d9  stem  tberaostiKrcHigly  to  lode  that  vnf^ 
do  al«ira)ra  adix»t  of  a  different  sense,  mme  cosh 
sistent  with  the  didared  wisdom  and  goodness 
t/Cod^  and  the  end  of  his  creating  slan  upon 
the  earth,  purely  with  a  view  to  the  exaltation 
and  good  of  his  creature,  if  he  be  capable  of 
it.  When,'  after  sufficient:  trial,  the  contrary 
is  found  to  be  the  case,  God  then  permits  the 
wretched  being  to  reject  hia  own  happing, 
and  rush  upcoi  his  destruction,  with  a  iBnd^ 
ness  and  infatuation  the  effect  of  grace  despis* 
ed  and  trampled  underfoot,  and  at  length  with* 
djawn.  (Mat.xiii*  la.) 

The  strong  delusion  thus  sent  upon  popery^ 
i&  esEpcrimentally  and  undeniably  found  to  be 
t^  nutter  of  fact„  by  the  continuance  still  in 
the  world  of  a  system  of  religion  so  loaded 
with  absurdities,  and  flatly  ,in  contradiction  to 
the  scriptuces,  in  this:  age  of  great  and  univer- 
«a^y  e^t^nded  light  and  knowledge.     Many 


loomed  and  iogjenious  nun  haivieidli  defisbded 
that  uQtemd^Ie  fbitrtis  of  aupeiadtioii,  after  die 
hfmch  boa  been  repoatedlf  made.m  iti  wikSb; 
and  though  as  hard  put  to  it  aa  the  jews^  ^  to 
g/vcan  oMswer  to  cooy  one  that  usbitb  a  rea^ 
smoftbe  bopA  that  is  in  tbm^'  yer,  tike  thetz^ 
thejr  wnqp  theur  heads  in  darbiess^  and  crrade 
and  ^un  the  light  of  truths  when  it  pours  in 
upon  them  vdth  \insuflrerable  brightness^  and 
b^iottedly  maintain  the  errocs  hi  whick  they^ 
have  been  brtd :  but  St  Paul,  who  upcwj  con- 
viction of  hb  error  quitted  the  religicoi  of  his 
fathers,  to  which  he  was  once  equally  ^aind 
UaimaUybigotted^reccmiinends  to  ^  prove  ail 
thiiigs,  and  hold  ^  that  wfaidi  is  good'* 

The  corruptions  of  popery  atre  sa  aujto»oo$^ 
and  the  fallacies  of  that  system  of  superstition 
and  fanadcbm  so  very  gross,  that  it  deserves 
no  better  name  than  the  aposde  has  here  given 
it,— **  a  He !"— the  eflfect  of  sfrongandjnsBchl 
delusion;  and. permitted  fojr  thieir  unpardon* 
ahle  inattention  to  the  scripture^  whieh  contra- 
dicts it  in.  every  page.  That  the  beU^  of:  the 
popish  doctrines,  upon  vsuch  evidcbces  as^they 


•U.^f^Vf^MCf,  iB  mU  is  all  ohurch  hiatmry. 

11^  grs^d  tie, //^  4^<r w  ^^ 
fmt^  %{he  le^t^ilii^  of  the  popeV  ima^u;)^' 

*  The  doctrine  qC  pui^ttoryy  like  t)ie  other  monBtroiu  ab» 

surdities  of  popeiyi  is  derived  from  the  poetical  bell  of  the  hea« 

tbena^l  ^^i  beiag  found  n^eftd  fdir  the  ^pe*a  purpose,  has 

buf^  fbQi  Kiid;pi*:i(Ay^>T  taiiolis  iei^^  of  <criptii|ie,  Axm^^ 

wrested  fr^m  their  obTious  senae,  as  soonas  eoq^uiry  bega^  to 

stir  the  popish  rubUsh  and  a  foundation  Was  found  to  be  need- 

fuL  '  On  this  rofpk  are  bvilt  thoee'  goodly  edifices  of  trentalt, 

fiiMAr>.  Ai9«%  r4piiBm^pray4nf9r  fir  rfa«4  mi^gmcef,  pmrAmi^ 

JMiil^i  ^c^wa^s  i|Q  wbei!^  eibf  tab«  bfli^ht  font  at  the  achtm 

shop  of  the  popf.  For  the  origin  of  the  idea  of  a  furg^jUory,  see 

the  descent  of  Ulysses  into  hell,  in  Homer's  Odyssey,  Hb.  xi« 

and  the  same  in  VirgrPs  6th  .£neid;  Plato  de  Astxna^  sbd 

C^qeip,  III  i99f9ni%  G^pHma.-^ 

Exfp^  ^|:e]s:ei\tuf  p<9fnts  tiotpnunqp.  miJocQA 

eupplicia  expendunt,  alise  pandimtur  inanea 

auspensae  zSi  veiitos,  afiis  sub  gurgite  vast© 

lofeo^VRK  etihttt  etthiii  tit  e&aritur  igne. 

ViRG,  M^,  vi,  739*; 

For  thfe  are  various  peninces  enjoin'd  ; 

Ami  8Qffiie  are  kaig  to  bteach  upon  the  wind « 

-  SiQxfie^ui^4ia«taieiSr4»thimpot9*d«nfimt 
Till  all  the  diegs  are  drmin'di  and  all  the  rUst  expires, 

pKYPSN,   1002* 
v^fiiv/.  ofPopefy^  vol.  ii.  p.  !02» 


ed  ommpotente  into  the  unknown  reahns^tit 
4cad^  to  draw  out  from  thatbottomlcM  pit  ain 
inexhauttible  supply  to  tnsatiaUe  avarice,  was 
exposed  with  as  cutting  an  edge  of  ridicule  by 
the  prophet  Isaiah,  2500  years  ago,  aa  if  he 
had  lived  in  the  age  of  the  reformation,  and 
b^n  a  witness  to  the  effects  of  this  prodigious 
engine  to  move  the  world. — ^^  With  stammer^* 
Ing  lips,  and  another  tmgue  will  be  speak  to^ 
tiiis  people ;  to  whom  he  ^d^this  is  the  rexf^ 
wherewith  ye  may  cause  the  weary  to  rcst^ 
and  this  is  the  refreshing :  yet  they  would  not 
hear/*  (Isaiah  xxviiL  1 1.)    God  bad  ddiver« 
ed  to  his  church  a  pure  gospel,  ia  Ae  lani^ 
guage  at  that. time  understood  and  spoken  by 
the  people.     And  he  said  "  this  is  your  r«/," 
— **  come  unto  me,  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  tinto  your 
souk"*  "  Ho,  every  one  that  tlursteth,  come 
ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money; 
come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy  wincf 
and  milk  without  money,  and  wkhout  price."f 
And  it  wa$  our  Saviour's  personal  injunction 

'^  Mat- XI.  2a  flsakhlnl* 


^9 

to  hiB  apostles— ^**  fteely  ye  have  m:eivedi 
Freely  give  {'  and  even  the  poor^  said  ht.  h^v6 
the  gospel  preached  unto  them.  But  they 
manage  all  these  matters  difierently  at  Rome; 
There  is  kio  grdtuitbui  gospd  therft ;  neither 
any  at  all  even  for  money,  that  slidll  be  inteU 
ligible  to  the  poor. ^  They  have  quite  ano- 
ther gdBpd,  and  another  language^  to  lock  up 
the  old  Olid  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  under- ^ 
standings  of  the  people.  They  have  other 
mediators,  and  fidse  rating  placed ;  "  and  have 
hewn  to  thenisdves  dsteitid,  bi'okien  cistern^, 
v\rhich  ^:an  hold  no  water.'^f  God  therefore 
suffers  the  madness  of  their  impiety  to  take  its 
coiMTse^  and  speaks  to  tbeniy  (what  little  portion 
of  his  word  is  divulged  anidngst  the  people,) 

^  Hie  poet  Mantuan,  who  was  himself  a  catholic,  thus  de-* 
icribe*  his  holy  mother,  ^  church ; — 

■  venalia  nobis 

templa,  sacerdotes,  altaria,  sacra,  corond^, 
ignis,  Thuni,  preces,  cedum  est  tenale  Deusqutf^ 

Herifr  all  is  set  to  sale. 
Ch^i'rches^  priests,  altars,  niMses,  crowns,  ixA  fir6^ 
Idcense  and  pivyers— i&rirtwn  and  G&dfor  hirei 

Hist.  ofFofifj. 
fJ^r.^ii.  13. 
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as  the  prophet  Hctc  says,  "  with  stammering 
lips  J  and  in  another  tongue J^* 

*  Po}  e  Vitalikn  having,  in  the  year  QQS9  (see  Sect.  ix.  p. 
2Mf  >  coi  serrated  the  latin  tongue  to  the  use  of  the  churcbi 
their  urwes  are  all  in  latino  and  fioia  the  little  understanding 
that  either  the  priest  or  people  had  cf  them,  may  weL  deserve 
the  prophet's  description  of  stammering  lips  Dr  White,  in  his 
"  Safe  Method,"  gives  a  specimen  of  the  creeds  (which  pas  eth 
with  thera  for  a  frayer  I)  as  comtnonly  said  by  the  vulgar,  on 
his  own  knowledge  -^ — *'  Crezum  zutim  patrum  onitentem 
creatonim  ejus  anicum,  Dominum  nostrum  qui  cum  €ops,  vlr- 
giniae  Mariae :  criius  fixUs^  Ponchi  Pilati  audubitiers,  morti  by 
Sonday,  Bather  a  femes,  scelier  eat  unjudicahim,  fivi»  a  morti- 
bus,. crezum  spirituum  sanctum,  ecU  catholi,  remissttrum  pec- 
caturum,  coir.muniohim  oblivioi-um^  bitam  and  tumam,  ag«rx/' 
The  repeating  of  this  very  edifying  piece  of  devotion,  with  a 
good  roiind  number  of  cnye  mariai  along  with  It,  has  hrge  in- 
dulgences anexed  to  the  holy  ofius  operahaik*  Dr  Fulk,  in  his 
Annotations  ott  1  Cor.  xiv.  givi*s  several  other  examples  of  the 
stammering  lips,  or  polish  devotion*  The  ^v^to  the  Virgin^ 
the  life  and  soul  of  popery,  is  given  thus : — **  Ave  Man  gratia 
plinam  damsticum,  benedittatu  in  mulabs  yeth  benedictos  fric- 
tus  frentris  tui  sweet  Jesus,  amen.^  And  the  iHrgt  sounded 
by  the  parish  clerk,  in  latin  equally  elegant,  must  have  made 
an  affecting  impression  upon  the  hiearers.— **Homo  natusde 
xnulbere  brcni  ninens  tempore  repektur  multis  misteriis  j  pec- 
cam,  peccaiu,  peccani,  peccain,.peccavi  l*^  Nay,  it  is  like  mau 
ter,  Uke  man.;  for  the  priest,  who»  in  reading  of  the  htin  gos- 
pel, 89ud  ntfuiit  for  resptmda^  and  bumpkutt  for  iaptixas,  had  no 
better  excuse  to  make  than  that  it  was  the  unknown  tongue  that 
made  him  fall. Man  ofSint  B.  xi.  p.  58» 


^  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  was  unto  thcM 
precept  upon  precept,  precept  upon  precept, 
line  upon  line,  line  upon  line,  here  a  little, 
and  there  a  little." — It  was  cautiously  dealt 
out  to  them  in  piecemeal,  by  scraps,  garbled 
extracts,  false  translations,  and  with  a  good 
plentiful  admixture  of  pious  forgeries,  to  up-' 
hold  the  gainful  craft  of  the  popish  image-r 
makers.*  But  what  will  be  the  end  of  these 
tricks,  and  this  ^^  handling  of  the  ivordofGod 
deceitfullyf^'^'^tt  the  prophet  foretell  it. — 
*^  That  they  might  go,  and  fall  backward, — 
(that  is,  decline  and  be  consumed,f ) — and  he 
broken,— and  snared,— -and  taken."  These 
interrupted  expressions  shew  the  several  steps 
by  which  the  ruin  of  popery  has  been  heguny 
is  advancing^  and  will  be  finished.  First,  the 
man  of  sin  is  td,  be  "^  consumed  by  the  breath 
of  the  Lord^'X  ^^  ^^^  republication  of  the  gos- 
pel truth  ;  then  he  is  to  be  broken^  by  the  ac- 
tual commencement  of  the  plagues,  or  viaik  of 

*  Acts  xix.  25* 

f  See  the  last  section,  p.  27^    TUe  manner pf-the  cpamn^^s 
itio/i— -and  destruction  of  Antichrist* 
I  2  Thess.  ii  S.-^Isai^h  %u  4. 
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%trath,  which  are  to  b<^  poured  out  upon  the 
xpystical  Egypt,*  and  which  is  now  taking 
place— Next,  he  is  to  be  snared^  or  deceived 
by  some  false  ftppearance  of  returning  pros- 
perity and  power,t  which  will  eventually 
turn  out  tp  be  opiy  a  stratagem  of  war  m 
tilt  part  pf  the  enemy,  and  an  irrecoverable 
disaster  to  the  man  of  sin,  and  his  powers.  J 
And  at  last,  the  tragedy  will  conclude  with 
his  being  tahn^  and  a  suitable  dpQm  assigned 
to  this  spiritual  Sodom.  §^ 

*'  Wherefore  heai  ^e  word  of  the  Lor4 
f  ^  scornful  men  tliat  rule  this  people  which  is 
in  Jerusalem.  II  Because  ye  have  said  we 
have  made  a  covenant  with  deaths  and  with 
bell^  are  we  at  agr cement ^'^-r^^  have  a  qoble 
doctrine  in  our  Qhurch^  th^  doctrine  of  purn 
gatory  j  which  is  as  true  as  the  gospel,  and, 
truer  too,  foy  his  holiness^  who  is  infaUibility 

•  Rev.  XV.  6. 

t  Isa.  ix.  lO.— MaU  i.  4.  See  sect.  vii..  p«  221.  The  death 
pf  the  vritnesaesj  and  temporaiy  triumph  pf  the  sphitujal  tyiant. 

X  Rev.  XXX.  19>  ^0%    f  Rev.  xx.  10 :  xi.  8.  See  sect.  xxiv« 

H  The  mystical  name  for  the  church  of  Christ  in  general, 
though  here  applied  to  t^e  corrupt  part  o(  it. 
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ftselfi  and  ^bove  the  irr/^tor^,  has  estaUisKedj 
it  by  his  own  ipie  dtxiL^  hj  the  help  <^ 
this  valuable  discovery  of  a  Urra  mcogaita^  in 
the  netberknds  of  Hades,  ^nd  under  the  so-* 
veragn  jurisdiction  of  the  pope,  let  our  livei 
be  cv^  so  wicked,  yet  we  have  nothing  to 
fear.     **  J¥e  have  a  eownant  with  deaths  end* 

%The  bla»phcrooi^8  contc(mpt  with  which  they  treat  tte^ 
yrord  of  God,  in  calling  it  the  shop  andf^rg^  ofhertsy\  anoserf- 
waxf  a  black  gospel, — inly  dlvmity;  and  preferring  theif  own 
tj^ioruf  as  much  as  ever  thejews  djd,  before  the  scripture  j 
is  occasioned  by  its  cotUwnacyt  in  refusing  to  tome  to  the  pop^» 
at  his  bjiddinfi^i   as  the  suriy  mountain  did  to  Mahomet ;  and 
and  as  there  is  a  considerable  interval  of  distance  between  them, 
it  is  unsuitable  to  the  dignity  and  supmority  ef  his  Holiness,  to 
budge  to  it.     Their  canon  law  affirms  frequentl;^,  that  ^he 
church  is  above  the  scripture,  and  Pighiu^  de  Hierarch.  Eccles. 
1,  i.  c  2.  says, — "  omnit  qua  nunc  apud  nos  est  scripture  authoti' 
taSf  &€.  ^c. — all  the  authority  which  we  now  attribute  to 
the  SCf^tures,  necessarily  depends  upon  the  authority  of  the  church'* 
-^Aod  ^e  same  is  maintained  by  Eccius  and  others,*— Her- 
mannvs  says,  "  scripturas  tantum  valcre,  &c. — that  the  scrip- 
tures are  no  mor«  to  be  valued  than  Esop's  fables,  unless  i« 
were  for  the  testimony  of  the  ^Ai/r^A."— Prierius  against  Luther 
gays,—"  that  the  authority  of  th^ pope  is  greater  than  that  of>the 
scriptures*"— Pope  Nicholas  I.  says,  «  vctus  ct  novum  &c.— 
the  New  and  Old  Testament  are  to  be  received,  because  pope^^ 
hmocent  hath  passed  a  sentence  that  they  shafl  be  received^** — 
Aii4  fo^  this,  Cardinal  Baronius,  ad.  Ann.  553.  N.  224,  giVe.& 
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ifl^i  beU  we  af^  m  agreement^ — ^Ourbar 
^n  ia  struck  foi*  a  fixed  prke^  and  our  market 
juade  both  for  thi&  world  and  the  'world  to 
come*  A  Mirn  of  money,  proportioQate  to 
the  present  exigencies  of  his  Holiness,  aad 
the  quantum  of  indulgences  we  need,  witt 
tureJy  redeem  our  souls  out  of  purgatory,  and 

iia^a  rn^oD.-—'^  Because  (say^  he)  it  depends  upon  the  mtr^. 
^nU  0»ipUaturi  oftbefope^  to  have  what  he  pleases  fiacced*  or 
^  authority  in  the  church  '- 

Turtullian,  in  Apol.  c.  5,  laughs  at  the  pagans  for  first 
making  their  own  gods,  and  prescribing  ^bat  dtgree  of  respcck 
^ialll)e  paid  them,  before  they  worsUpped  them.  **  Apud 
yos  de  humano  arbitratu  Scc^-amongst  you,  the  divinity  you 
adore  is  brought  to  be  weighed  in^the  balance  of  human  will 
and  pleasure  j  so  that  you  may  be  rather  said  to  be  propttlw^ 
ifi  the  gods  J  than  they  to  you :  for  according  to  your  coursejt 
unless  god  please  man,  he  shall  not  be  god«" 

Pighius  calls  the  gospel  ^*  nigrum  evangeBum — ^the  bjack 
crospel:''  and  Eccius,  mkcn  divinify^^a  rme  of  tvaxi  9^  he 
adcls ''  that  the  pennittinjjr  of  the  people  to  read  the  Bible,  vhu 
the  invention  of  the  devil;**  which  is  as  good  as  to  call  our  Savi- 
our and  his  apostles  such ;  since  it  was  be  who  bid  os  "  iearth. 
tie  eenftftret"  an^  iiey  added  <<  that  tiey  w^r^  aUe  to  mah_  at. 
ffviu  utUo  laivatioft'^* -^Thc  above-named  authors  are  all  of  high 
authority  in  the  church  of  Rome*  and  their  opinions  are  cokk 
finned  by  abuodaoce  of  similar  witnestes  on  the  part  of  hia  Ho^ 
fe?^.  Jiut,  of  Popery  ^  v.  ii.  ^.  \^% 


8i5 

^revdikt  ^^  entrance  there;  *af  dl,  if  we  )^^f 
well  fprit.:.  iWe  are  therefore  well  cQyere4i 
both  for  body  arid  soiil ;  and  ''^  when  the  over^ 
ftowing^  scourge  shall  paa?  throi^gh,  it  shajl  not 
coiBe.  unto  us  }*  for  we  hav?  made  liss  ou^ 
refuge,^  and  under  VAiSEHOop  have  iBi  ini 
^arselv€$^  ^  Theirefore  -  thus  saith  the  L<wr4 
i^o^  Behold  I  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  founda^ 
tion,  a  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a  precioU^  corner 
stone,,  a  sure  foundation.  Judgment  also  will 
i  lay  to  the  line,  ^nd  righteousness  to  the 
iplummet.  And  the  hail  shall  sweep  ^WajT 
ibe  refuge  af  /rVx,  and  the  waters  shall  ovet^ 
flow  the  biMng  placed 

The  sarcastic  raillery  of  the  prophet  in  fhii 
|>Iace,  (in  making  these  Wind  idolaters  of  Mak  ' 
buzxim^  ov  godsyzxn^  saints  protectors^  instead 
of  the   alone   Mediator  and  Saviour   Jesu) 
Christ,  to  shelter  themselves  under  the  cover| 

♦  The  sibur^e  prepared  for  tliese  scornful  men  in  Zioft,  of 
^R^uch  the  prophet  speaks,  ift  at  this  ttme  actually  paui^ 
ttrou^b  the  popish  empire ;  atid  the  heretic  Luther  himself 
could  not  hare  given  a  more  heretically  plain  description  of  ii^ 
and  than,  and  fh^r  tovemmt  with  detah^  than  thia  heretic  preJ^H 
liere  does* 
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bf  i  Jjstem  of  falsehood^  cmd  a  fifu^e  if  liei 
and  imposture^)  is  veiy  similar  to  thkt  of  M-^ 
jah  mocking  the  stupid  worshippers  of  Baal^ 
and  encouragmg  them  to  redouble  their  efforts 
to  awaken  the  sleeping  god.  ( i  Kings,  xviii-^y,) 
He  then  preaches  to  them  the  gospel  of  the 
alone  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  foretells  the 
restoration  of  it  out  of  that  darkness,  and  «Bs^ 
grace,  and  oblition,  to  Whidh  popery  bad 
consigned  it :  the  clearing  iigdn  of  this  sure 
foundation  storiey  fVoni  the  popish  rubbish, 
%vith  which  it  had  been  overlaid  and  buried 
for  ages ;  and  the  sweepitig  away  (by  the  re- 
volutionary hail  and  tempest  of  divincwrath) 
the  wretched  biding  place  and  refuge  of  //>/, 
atid  tovenant  ibith  deatb^  which  they  had 
built  tipOh  it  And  that  instead  of  these^ 
there  should  be  erected  a  biiilding  of  God^  not 
made  ivitb  bands^  nor  depending  upon  pious 
^auds  and  sanctified  imposture  for  its  support, 
but  founded  on  this  rock  of  truth,  and  con- 
solidated in  every  part  by  the  principles  of 
rigbteousness  and  judgment^  sis  a  building  is 
by  line  and  plummet* 
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^Axii  your  covenant  wtbHieaA  ^1  be  ^ 
ahnulled,  and  fout  agreement  wkh  lieU  shall 
not  stanA      When  Afe  oversowing  scourge  ' 
ibaU  pass  through^  then  sfai^Q  Jp  be  ttodden 
down  bjr  it^* — ^There  will  lie  aa  anak^^  itt 
thb^  aa  in  ipany  otH^r  |>$drtieular«^  between  t^ 
pla^^fs  inflicted  by  K^k)ses  upon  the  land  and 
kii^gdom  of  Pharoab,  and  those  poured  out  hf 
Christ  ,b|)k0n  the  mystical  Egypt  xk  k^gdpm  o£ 
Antichri3t ;  that  as  then  the  darkness  fell  upo^ 
the  Egyptians  only,  whife  **  the  children  ^Is-^ 
rael  bad  Ugbt  ii  all  their  dvieUings^^  sd  here 
the  vengeance  will  fall  upon  ^  the  men  wbkb 
bav^  the  mark  of  ibf  beasi^  and  upon  them 
which  worship  bis  im^ge.^^   (Rev.  xvL  a.) 
The  scourge  is  to  pass  through  \h&  countries 
l??ith  the  iury  of  ^  whirlwind,  and  they  that 
trust  in  the  &lse  armoUr  of  popery,  will  find 
their  antient  hldix^  place  in  the  refuge  of  liei 
of  no  avail  in  the  djiy  of  wraith  j  but  will  be; 
the  devoted  victim*  slaglcd  out  by  the  pursu- 
ing vengeance,     tt  will  be  a  marked  judg* 
rnent^  and  these  will  be  the  signs  of  the  times; 
that  it  will/d//  over  otbefi^  or  fall  lightly  on 
them  in  comparison,  but  will  dwell  with  the 


worshippers  df  ibe  beast, — ^With  them  it  ^!yill 
begin)  ailul  with  Uiem  it  will  end. 

"  Firofn  the  time  that  it  godb  forth  it  shall 
take  you,  for  morning  by  morning*'— (that  is 
y^r  after  year)—"  «hajl  it  pass  over,  by  day 
and  by  night.  And  it  shaU  be  a  vexation  only 
to  understaiwl  the  rtport.'*  As  it  was  with  the 
rejected  jews,  the  victims. of  this  scourge  of 
God  shall  have  no  rest,  night  or  day ;— **  thy 
hfe  shall  hang  in  doubt  before  tibee,  add  thou 
Shalt  feiar  day  and  night,  and  shalt  have  none 
Assurance  of  thy  life,  tn  the  morning  thou 
shalt  say,  would  God  it  were  evra:  and  at 
4ren  th6u  shalt  say,  wbuld  God  it  were  morn- 
ing, for  the  fear  of  thine  heart  wh^e  with  thou 
shalt  feafj  and  for  the  sight  df  thine  eyds  which 
thou  shdlt  see.**  (t)eut  xxtiii.  6^Y  Even 
to  hear  of  the  t)lagues  inflicted  upon  the  de^ 
voted  vicStims  of  wrath,  by  the  heaven-com- 
missioned scoui*ge,  will  wring  tte  fedifig 
heart  with  sbnt)wj  what  theii  iHust  be  the 

i 

^  See  the  accoakt  given  by  Hitt  WiBiain^  of  the  state  of 
tltid  public  nundi  during  the.  fury  vf  the  jevplutioa  jn  Fnui€^ 
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lofeeirycrf  those  that  shall  feel  them?  fWs 
i$  perhaps  the  real  meaning  of  those  bigMf 
Jigurative  descriptions  of  the  samf  cfmentSy  in 
Rev.  xiv.  9.-^"  If  any  man  worj;bip  the  beast, 
and  hi^  image,  and  receive  bis  mark  in  his' 
forehead,  or  in  his  hand,  the  same  shall  drink: 
of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of*  God^  which  it. 
pQur^  out  without  mixture,  into  the  cup  of 
his  indignsftion  \  and  he  shaU  ^be  tormented 
with  fice  and  brimstone,  in  the  {presence  <£ 
the  holy  angels,*  and  in  the  presence  1^  ther 
Lamb,  And  the  smoke  of  their  torment  as- 
cendeth  up  for  ever  and  even  And  they  hsive 
no  rest  day  nor  night,  who  worship  the  keatt 
^nd  bis  mage^  and  whosoev^  receiveth  th^ 
niork  of  his  namo."  When  th^y  sectn^  to 
have, obtained  a  brief  interval  of  repose,  alas! 
it  is  a  decatful  peace,  design^  only  to  luil 
tliem  into  a  fatal  security,  and  to  expose  them 
to  renewed  calamities  with  a  redoubled  pr^s* 
«ure«,    They  are  aptly  compared  by  the  pi?so* 

*  TJiift  severe  judgment  jbeing  inflicted  in  tiejfn^efic^pf  C/fml 
furf  his  angeU^  shews  clearly  that  it  is  a  temporal punishmeni  upon 
the  corrupt  church ;  and  visibly  distinguishable  as  such,  to  tht . 
IJhurcV*  of  the  witne8?p%-^thc  ^«5f^it  heft  meant. 
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piicE  to  1  weary  traveller,  laid  down  after  ^ 
fatigues  of  the  day  on  a  nanrow  afid  imeasy 
cob,  aadiU  |8cotected  by  ^  too  scanty  coverlet 
&om  the  bktngcoklf  of  the  frosty  n^t..  ^Tbe 
bed  tsshofftor  ^an  that  a  manoan  ttretch  faim-^ 
self  on  it;  and  the  coimrii]^  nano^oirer  dian 
that  he  can  wrap  hkns^  in  k :  For  the  Lord 
sbaU  ri4€  i^  a&  in  mount  Perasim,  he  shall  be 
wroth  as  in  the  valley  of  G&Qon,  (batJbe  nwf^ 
A  bis  vmrk^  hia  straoge  'Work;  jtnd  b|ing  to 
1^  his  a«t|,  Im  Utrsnge  ibcu"* 

The  repetition  iwed  in  thii^pMsage^ewa  d^ 
a0jr»ft  Yliry  slgnalact  of  God's  jui(^;aien  npon 
Uie  efiemies  of  his  chui^  is  here  attfitckd  to ; 
aod.tlie  coonfiction  along  widi  which  is  is  xo- 
ttroducedy  )ecids  us  to  conclude  that  it  r^atea 
to  the  same  9ui^ect^  and  is  i^n  intinudon  of  die 
fioal  icaiastropbe  of  the  tyrant  antichrist  and 
his  party;  becau^  it  is  gomp^ed  to  two  iSscincF 
acts  cf  Avsnt  usterpoMon^  for  the  avenging  ol^ 
his  people  and  witnesses  and  the  punishment 
of  thdr  late  destroyers^    And  as  the  destr^^ 
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ate^otely  cfeniiccteft  togdihiy'  iA  tbe  prbphe*;'' 
ciSes,  ne  dbubt,  that  haippjr  evettf  ts  aJs8  in^ 
tcmi^d^  by  thii*  act,  iirWclr,  wtithevdrii  appear^ 
"^  strike  ftttmanldnd  »4lie  lirf  0f  S^bme- 

w«ii  astbnie^ent  and  awe,  ^   '    '      '  ' 

Fit)m  tbit  dngttbff  prdpkecy  df  Isdftln  d^ 
/A^  refuge  vfU^y  «id  fi&t  ^omndnt  ^ihdeeitb 
(md  bell^  we  ate  Ww  doddyv  fH&  Wcl  sy3(S  db<- 
formed  featuires  of  pop^iy  have  Ibeect  ddkie^ 
i*ed  by  the  HdfSpmt,!^^  flie  fc- 

QJKious  adherence  c^  bKnd  und  bigotteid  max 
to  f he^.  exple^ed  enorr,  -  effeti  to  thie  last ; 
which  foaH  fe^^rfect  corisfetinty  with'Sainf 
F^'s  aecoutit  0f  the  doi^mes  and  frUcHces 
cfthe  mifpt  of  shi.  «  He  sfiaH  send  them  ^roilg 
delusions,  /i&^  /^S/fy  might  Believe  a  fe,^*^be^ 
cause  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth, 
tfatt  tb^  li^lt  be  €aved/^  And  tiie  Mme 
event,  a^  for  the  very  sanfe  i^son,  1$  aSso 
preificted  of  dneai  by  Itaiah,-^^  Far  it  "is  a 
people  of  no  understandings  therefore  he  that 
Uiade  them  will  ji'ot  have  mercy  on  thqm,  aa4 
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Iie  that  jTormed  them  viU  ahew  tlmn  ao  &^ 
vpr/'*  (Isaii^  :j«yii,  i.i.).  If  it  had  been 
tith^  a.  natun^  want  of  understanding,  or  a 
helpless  and  invinoible  %noranM,  dau^ess 
such  a  sentence.  wQtdd  not  have  been  ^^irarded 
tp  them*  But  iq  thiscasei  theirs  l^  a  colpable 
neglect  oi  conung  to,  qr  admitting  the  ligh( 
'which  shines  around  them ;  or  perhaps  diere 
1$  ^  obstrucdon  worse,  tliaa  mere  neglect,*— 
4  fondness  for  tbe|r  prejudices^  and  a  *'  love  af 
the  niages,  ofmrigl^coHsn^ss  t  for.  which  our 
Savioui:  accquntSu  in  saying  as.  he  did  of  the 
jewSt  tibat  ^  thpy^  laved  ddrkuess  rather,  than 
ligbtf  bicausjs  their  dl^edf,  were-  evilP  and, 
founding  l^s  <;ensure  uppA  that  unobj.ecdonrr 
able  ground  of  their  wilfid  pi^er^ness,  ^  if 
ye  had  (indeed)  been  blind,  ye  bad  not  had 
wi;  but  now  ye  say^  we  see^^  Aqpe^e  yxmr 
•^  reniam^di^ 

But  if  it  be  objected  that  the  sci^ture  Bpct^ 
qfan  q^ditiona]  blindness  to  the  perception  cf 
^^,  at^l  an  augmented  io&toatlon  toward^ 
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fevH  8u]^r-ad^  to  sinners,  as  ixi  the  c&t  i^ 
tsrsid;  *^  for  the  Lord  hath  poured  upon  jroii 
the  spirit  of  deep  sleep,  and  hath  .closed  yout 
feyeS/'*  •*  Make  the  heirt  of  this  people  fat> 
and  their  ears  heavy,  and  shut  their  eyes  j  lest 
they  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  theit 
bars,  ini  understand  with  their  heart,  and  cbn-i- 
Vert,  and  be  healtdi'*f  And  as  in  the  casii 
before  us,  •*  tit  shall  send  them  strong  delu- 
sion, that  they  might  believe  a  lie*"  To  thi^ 
It  must  hk  answefed,  that  these  expressions  are 
doubdess^  not  t6  be  understood  literally  and 
Strictly,  as  thfere  are  many  fequally  plain  dedai^- 
adons  of  the  scripture,  which  commbn  senss 
forbids  to  be  so  taken.  God  is  not  the  first 
agent  in  causing  the  unbelief  and  impenitence 
of  sinners^  but  is  the  party  ofFeiided  by  it,  and 
the  judge  of  its  demerit ;  and  he  Ihay  punish 
k  certainly  by  what  meins  he  deems  niost  fit4 
and  none  seems  mofe  equitable  than,  in  such 
casesj  to  give  the  untractable  sinner  up,  to  be^ 
eome  the  victim  of  his  own  folly  and  corriip-* 
tfbn,  thtough  the  want  of  that  illumination  and 

*  Ifa,  xtlt.  10.  t  I».  tt.  iO ;  Ps.  Lcix.  2^,  23. 
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giracd  which  he  tf^jected  and  despked.  Td 
imagine  anyi  either  natural  ot  8U|)ernaturaI| 
impediment  thrown  in  the  way:  of  slanersi 
that  it  may  become  impossible  for  them  to 
beHeve  or  repent,  lest  the  prophecies  ^ould 
thereby  fail  of  accomplishment,  is  not  to  think 
of  God  as  the  tammon  Father  qf  all^  whose 
tender  mercies  are  void  of  all  partiality ;  and 
for  the  abundant  gre^ess  and  goodness  of 
them,  are  compared  to  the  immeiourable  dts« 
tance  of  the  heaveii  from  the  earth  |*  biit  h  k 
to  think  of  him  as  ^'  an  hard  masteri  ^kthering 
whejre  he  hath  not  strawed,  and  reaping  where 
he  hath  not  sown.'*f  — "**  Shall  not  tlw  judge 
of  all  the  earth  do  right  V^ 
ft 

Ail  that  is  to  be  tinderstood  from  such  ex* 
pressions,  is  the  dangerous  teudmcy  of  an  un^^ 
restrained  indulgence  to  evil  propensities,  to 
corrupt  the  judgment  and  harden  the  heart  j 
to  add  strength  to  men's  favcMcite  prejudicesi 
and  suggest  fresh  and  stronger  aiguments 
why  they  cannot  be  parted  with.    Thus  from 

*  Psalm  ciii.  10— !!•  f  Mat.  xjttr.  2f» 
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being  at  first  doubtful,  they  become  tonfirmed 
in  the  error  of  their  way ;  and  what  was  once 
only  i  Reluctance  to  give  Up  opinions  long 
fcherished  from  sinister  motives,  grows  up  at 
length  into  a  strong  conviction  of  theit  truth. 
And  such  inconclusive  and  weak  arguments 
are  then  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  blinding 
theiif  bwn  feyes,  as  would  have  appeared  con- 
temptible, while  their  minds  were  free  from. 
this  infatuation  of  v^ickeddess.  And  this  self- 
deception  bf  these  spiritual  liars ^  which  at  last 
krises  to  so  great  a  proficiency  as  to  "  make  lies 
their  hfuge;'^  speaking  ties  in  bjfpocrisy^^  bav-- 
ing  their  conscience  seared  with  an  hot  iron;^  is 
made  more  easy  of  apprehension  by  the  fami- 
liar instance  of  common  tiars^  who  by  a  fre- 
quent repetition  of  falsfchoodS,  with  the  most 
solemn  asseverations,  cotoe  at  last  to  dbiibt  of 
their  own  first  and  better  judgment,  and  be^ 
come  themselves  the  dupe3  of  thSir  oWn  im- 
postiire,  and  believe  their  Own  lie; 

It  is  said  of  the  mystical  Babylon,  that  time 
was  when  even  she  might  have  listened  to  the 

*  Isaiah .xxviii.  15.         f  1  Timothy  iv*  2, 
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whif^pers  of  convertiog  gr^ce,  »nd  Jbaye  beeil 
reformed,     "  We  would  Jl^yc  hesded  Baby- 
lon^-^but  she  is  not  btaled^^  ( jer*  U.  9.)  And 
the  ^^me  is  asserted  pf  her  in  the  Rev;  (iL  21.) 
— "  I  gave  her  space  to  repeot^^-^and  she  re- 
pented  not.*'      A  judicial  blindness  cannot 
therefore  be  understood  in  any  other  sense, 
than  of  the  total  wuhdrawing  of  that  diTine 
grace  from  incorri^ble  dnners,  without  vbich 
human  weakness  is  not  able  either  to  think, 
or  do  any  thing  that  is  good,  agreeably  to  our 
Lord's   own    declaration  :^—**  from  hiin  that 
hath   not,   shall   be   taken  away   even   that 
which  he  hath/'  or  once  hacj**     He  will  be 
iat  length  wholly  forsaken  of  those  directing 
influences  of  God's  spirit,  which  are  perpetu- 
ally needful  to  keep  us  from  becoming  the 
victims  to  that  root  of  evil  which  our  fallen 
nature  is  allied  to.t     "  Ephraim  is  joined  tq 
idds,  let  him  alonel\  says  God,  by  the  pro- 
phet \X  ^  ivhy  should  ye  jbe  stricken  any  more  ? 
ye  will  revolt  more  and  more :  the  whole  head 
isj^sickj  and  the  whole  heart  faint.'*§ — So  in 

•  Matt.  xiii.  12.  f  Rom.  vii.  18^ 

X  Hosea  m  !?•  ^      §  I«i*  >*^ 
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the  same  sense  our  Saviour  said  to  tbe  per* 
verse  jews,  who  aftcnifcd  him  withaut  any  de* 
sire  CM-  capalwlity  of  improvement  :^-r-**  he  that 
b^b  ears  to  btar^  let  him  hear ;-— implying 
that  if  through  the  influence  of  sinful  prejudi- 
ces, manldnd  wi//  /////  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  that 
which  is  for  their  own  good,  and  which  God 
has  nd  other  view  in  proposing  to  them,  than 
the  advancing  of  their  interest  and  hapfyiriess, 
the  time  will  come  when  they  cannot  bear.--^'^ 
They  wiil  become  liable  to  be  given  up,  and 
applied  tq^  no  more,  either  by  salutary  cor- 
rectives,* or  inviting  su^estictos,  and  ^Hhere 
remalneth  only  a  fearful  expectation  of  jtidg- 
ment,  and  fiiefry  indignation,  whic:h  shall  cori- 
surae  tfete  adversaries/'f 

Pharoah,  .the  type  of  Antichrist;  is  an  emi- 
lieat  instance  of  this  effect  of  a  judicial  blind- 
ness, of  whom  the  scripture  says,  that  Gq4 
hardened  bis  hearty  and  yet  it  says  again,  th^t 
be  hardened  bis  own  heart;  from  whence  we 
miry  ^easily  understand  the  true  meaning  ot 
simitar  declarations.     Tlie  passionate  lament 

*  Psalm  ^xxix«  Il«  f  Hebrews  x.  27. 
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tatipn  that  God  makes  over  Israel, — ^^  turn  yc, 
turn  ye,-r-for  why  will  ye  die,  O  house  of  Is- 
rael,'** declaring  at  the  same  time,  that  he 
bath  no  pleasure,  in  the  death  of  sinners^  but 
rather  in  their  conversion  unto  life,  clearly 
evinces,  (a§  tlie  gospel  also  every  where  teach- 
es,) that  "  God  is  not  willing  that  ^«y  tnan 
should  perish,  but  that  all  should  come  to  re- 
|)entance  and  live/'  The  tears  which  our  Sa- 
viour shed,  and  the  sincere  coippassion  with 
which  he  bewailed  the  approaching  doom  of 
Jferusalem,  notwithstanding  she  had  been  the 
destroyer  of  the  prophets,  and  was  soon  to 
thrust  him  also  out  of  the  wprld,  by  a  death 
the  most  ignominious  and  painful  of  all  deaths; 
is  a  convincing  evidence,  that  the  divine  merT 
cy  and  justice  are  not  dealt  out  by  partial  mea^ 
suresy  and  do  not  act  in  contrary  ways  to- 
wards pankind,  but"  by  one  inyariaUe  and 
most  equitable  plan  of  universal  and  fatherly-r 
love  to  all  his  creatures.  Tliat  some  indeed, 
are  incapable  of  salvation,  but  not  through 
any  defect  of  mercy  on  God's  part,  but  inatr 
tention  on  their  own,  through  iinful  or  world- 

♦^Ezckxelxxxiilll- 
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ly  motives.  "la  whom  the  God jcf.tUi^ 
>^orid  hath  blioded  the  nuhds  of  them  whiqb 
l^dieve  not ;  Ies(  the  light  of  the  glorious  gos- 
pel of  Christy  w|iais  the  imigeofOodi  should 
s[iine  unto  them.''  (2  Cop.  iv*  4.) 

The  real  purport  even  of  that  text,  so  00a-' 
$dently  brought  forward  in  support  of  the  op- 
posite doctrine,  is  doubtless  only  to  be  collected 
from  (be  general  testimony  qf  the  scriptures^ 
and  to  be  interpretejJ  in  a  manner  not  iocon- 
aistent  with  the  often  declared  goodmss'^  and 
impartiality  of  the  all  perfect  Being  the  Maker 
and  common  Father  of  all,  "  Therefore  hath 
he  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and 
whom  he  will  he  hardeneth.  (Rom.  ix.  18,) 

It  holds  forth  to  us  nevertheless,  a  loud 
warning  against  the  in-dwelliflg  enemy  that 
is  in  our  flesh.  That  "  the  heart  of  man  is 
deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately, 
wicked,  who  can  know  it  ?'*t  ^^  ^^^  ^^"'i 
position  in  IK)  instance  is  ever  practised  with,^ 


♦  Exodu^  xxxiv.  6.  t  J^"'  3:vli.  9. 
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reign  was  to  be  so  notoriously  marked,  shoulc! 
nevertheless  not  have  been  inown  by  the  peo- 
ple to  whom  (in  punishment  of  theiir  sins)  he 
is  sent— is  a  thing  that  must  affect  every  re- 
flecting mind  with  great  astonishment,  as  it 
did  that  of  St  John.  (Rev.  xviL  6.)     It  is  a 
iiystery  to  which  there  is  nothing  comparable, 
except  the  similar  fact  of  our  blessed  Lord 
sustaining  the  oflice  and  character  of  the  Mes- 
da^  amongst  his  own  people,  with  ail  those 
signs ^  and  wonders ^  and  mighty  deeds ^  ascriSed 
to  him  in  prophecy ;  and  yet  rejectejd  by  the 
very  people  who  were  eye  and  ear-witnesses 
to  the  indisputable  fact&*     And  surely  both 
these  instances  of  an  incredible  blindness  and 
mfatuatiod,  are  ^  full  proofs  as  dati  be  requir- 
ed 6f  the  actual  existence  of"  that  strong  delu^ 
sibn  that  they  should  believe  a  lie^  which  is  sent 
upon  sinners  who  will  not  pay  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  evidences  of  the  truth  that  are 
vouchsafed  to  them.     It  is  both  the  natural 
consequence  and,  at  the  same  trmc^  the  well* 
deserved  punishment  of  their  unbelie£ 

*  Mat.  Juii.  17. . 


Yet!  adthdiigh.  Aritddarislt  hm  actuaHf  sa 
ccnxMy  ^.a»ltww^inrifeSr«  ^  bm^^  and'  tint 

iddo  aasigniMl  tei  hittf  is  boW^  vrdl  mi^  raiL 
oufv  and  the  ^cflsitM^oE  hid.  k^mdcr.^ttimi 
fiUod  .up  ;r-^d2oaghf  he  Haa  ^j^A  inyscomcfs> 
cAmr^^^'^^xsdi  ^im  ibc  temple,  of  Godi  siiewh^ 

priate  tml^m  o£^  ISdtf^  doiining  A^  athii^ 
bMes^  aiHT  i&ix  aaimt^  aodutqipiog  iUr  BMd^Bi/f 
ovef  aUi  and€mn:xitttg:anax)diQrit^>sup«l^ 
to  h]A:-«^7et  the  Umdiienv  upon.  M»^  ^^onbip^ 
pen  M!  8«d)^  di%  Kte  tlicr  jieiwp^,  tiltrf-  dUsAg  txt 

and  in  adtasky^j.aad  iTvkh  a^  btgidM^  a  zeal? 
ml  tit  da^  ^'  bis  jkJgmni^  a»  itt  that  06  hi^ 

vt^DtxtroUable-frndcaBd  power. 

•- 
ThaoA  fittyM  fid^  t&  tMi  p)d  ^  their 
idehtty^  b  &e#evar  tlow  al>0ul«»  be  pupt» 
the  tcft,  andt  ai  Clin$  ko^  bad  ius  mutyrsy 
wAotMifaiistJ  badi  had,  aad  muet  ^^1  have 
hisf-ttsd'  a  severe  vetatiatioft  of  l^Iood  for 
blood,  and  persecudoa  for  persecution^  is  at 
hand.  •  *f  He  thai:  l«adetb  into  capdvlty,  irn^f 
s  s 
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go  ifih  captivity ;  he  that  ktUedi'mtli  iht 
sword;  mast  beiUkd  wA  tlm  sword.^^  (Revi^ 
xiiu  xa)  :  Huft  ^  day  of  reMoupmcos  for  the 
controversy  of  Ziom^^  wlndi  St  Paul  calls  tbc 
brightness  of  Cbrisfs  coming  to  die  destmcdon 
erf' the  man  of  dn,  is  fuUy  tome ;  if  we  '^can 
fonn*  Mkj  correct,  judgment  '£t>di  the  pro« 
phedc  calculation  of  the  hour  cf  this  t^btf 
or  can  trKilcf^4&ictpiibe  signs isf  the  times'* 
^Wirati  is  gone  forth,  from  Jhe  Lortf^  the 
pk^M  hi^gnn^^  and  the  dreadful  and  aan^ 
gttiiltry,'COoflict  betwixt  Chnat  and  the  nuxu- 
ter  Aotichriat,  (the  uaurper  of  his  throne  and 
destroyer  of  his  kingdosiy)  which,  b  to  shake 
ihe  dvUised  wwld  to  its  foiuidati(Utt,t  is  ao- 
tnally  comoMeneed^  and  &r  advanced  in  its 
fiery  progress..  Ilie  oypihrow  of  the  tis^ 
doms  of  tbc  anticbnstian  cmfire^  by  revo- 
liitionar|r  cinninotiaas  of  oii  unusttal  ca:tent 
^id  fcmnidj^  aspect^  ^ure  b$a  the  hegimsttng 
of  sorrowf^\  and  the  prditni&arjr  stqso  by 
which  th(e  deeply  struck  roots  of  Ipopjsry  art 
to  be  drawn  out,  and  di^  great  and  imwiddy 
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a^mbHog  bloc^r  taliien'up  oot tsC  the  xwf  of 
Codfa  pcofhf  smd  pcapmima  made  fin:*  the 
grea$  s^iatb  ^GoKs/y^c(txvmiix:  and  gldnous 
xnlUeaaiy  age  of  the  world . 

This  ia  that  second  figurative  adveaty  or 
conuttg  (f:tbc  Lord^  to  avei^e  the  quarrel  ^ 
his  church  upon  the  aitticharistiattS';  ^  bis 
first  w§s  in  judgment  upon  the  jews.  To 
this  St  Paul  directs  the  fiiitb  and  expectadon 
of  the  true  bdie^eft)  by^  feispfophiecy  tif  the 
man  if  iin^  '^  Wtom  th^' fiord  shall  consume 
•With  thesptrit  of  his  moudi,  and  deMroy-wilk 
the  brightness  of  his  eeibing/'  ^^^He  gaw 
them  a  king  in  bis  angit^i^  and  will  talp  JUm 
nwof  m  bis  wrtdb.^^-^^  He  m&\.ari^  (oa 
than:  oeca^on)  tosbak4ttridbfy^^\\^i^^^A^ 
**  will  cdme  out  t^  bis  fiac€  H  make  ihfuisitiou 
for  hhodf'  and  the  very  earth  itself  shall  rise 
up' in  judgment  agsdnst^the  ittentless  perseoak 
tors  of  thirf  bnocent,  <he .  ^-sbaU  disrkse  bcr 
bloody  and  no  mqre  cover  ber  siain.*^^  Foi' 
what ,  chrjstxan  land  is  th^r?  in  the  worlcL 

*  Isaiah  xxvi;^*        \ 
■     S   S   2 
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jmbgm  piipcif  Inlik  ;hid  J^ 
luthiiot  been  defiicd<f^  die  x^o^i^bmus 
murden  andtawmmcs^-tm^w^  and  pertecii- 
tions  of  the  guildeas  prateolaQts  ? 


•  Quia  jam  locut^ 


quae  regio  in  terris  iiostri  non  plena  laboris  ? 

^  ~  *  .    ,  Vmc.  Jb* 

yp  ■■  ■  iiipi <ixp^n*iii*-f;)Pcnr*ofyc 
T(ie  moBumei^U  of  cbrittum  woes  ajpp^ar  .1 

DaTDEX. 

The  jew^y  m  otiir  Suvipur^^  tinie^  wei«  ia  a 
g|ate  of  great  r^ig^oua  .4«g€isei»cy.  ^Hv  pb^ 
Hiiefs^  the  mo^  stmt:  Ui  n»psal  x%htepu«&es$ 
and  1^  wnttifi<atw»  9f  Wf^  tfecfariccts, 
bcing'ao  better-  th^v A  «*  «^  ^l»«ritt»li 
selfdeinded  J»d  .Vkiooary  f9Ugiiowtt^i  ^^- 
vagantly  pufie4  Up  miih  tpitPW*  jfwa^S^  »»<* 
f  oWempf*  of  ^  «hfar$5  bat  4e?ritute  of  every 

devotion.-  Th^QQttfbeiaH  i»lii?««^«>*^^ 
^y^  jaect  by  prcacrijjmOP,''^  and  4^  ^  confer-' 

♦  Isa,  Ixv.  5.  ^"  Which 'say,  stand  t)y  thyself,— «»»  «* 
neario  m,  for  i  am  hoBer'than  thou-«— «'  God,  I  ftaak  iB* 
that  I  am— not  as  other  men  are,  or  even  las  this  pubBcan-* 
(Luke  XTiii,  11.)  <l>0f^f*(^^  s^aku^  stgnifying  a  separa- 
tist, or  secUry ;  one  who  s^s  himself  aboYC  the  vulgar  kerf  o{ 
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cnoo  tliejr  ^eSil  mdl  oiir  fibrfe 
the  <«;|Mav»/^i^^£r^flfl^^ 
of  tidr  dogirme^  jaiBd  ik^mam^im^ibdt 
jf>rQcticti;  hsU  st  tdscjOBK  lime^  the  Gltk  iddt 
th^  hiK)  tfa^t  God  tm^  find  aajr  fwlt  vi^ 
tfacra^  in  9iUf  «^pecJt^*'*^A»d,are  !«*  4>€  pre? 
tenflbfis  of  ihe  Romish  ^burch  t^ 
to  the  cxcli2shpe  f^Tor  ami  ptmom&a  kjIKStoA^ 
and  finindcdijpon  as  palpabie  and  groi^adeM 
^xrova  a^  diieirs  were?  So  also  a  ^uttHar  dear 
tiny,  with  as  little  previous  apprehension  of  it, 
will  0fei«ia|at  A^  modefn  pbm^iei^  iSimac^ 
vv^e  th^aie.fatigittixxg  m  rum  tkt  JmpMl 
godt  wkkh  tfaeyignomndy  voMup^  wtdi  f!»« 
nreoftnngs  and  impic^ia  jBtf^^^iS^  £cMr« 
tsn^dral  t>£the  heavy  i^ictinf  Imd.tl^at.  n^ 
ptvsHca  thco^  dcn/re* 

The  rpm^Ki  catholic  ifeligipn,  a|  U  b  pe^  ta 

bcfievert,  upon,  pretensions  tef  feuperior'ianctity,  atjd-comipodj- 

^pd  dit^dfid  i^nathpma^i  <a>P^^?4  ^P,  ]t^?,  4"^,  *?°?c  ^9  Judas  Isca- 
Afif  has  a  farther  application  to  the  se^d  JtijiaSf  aq4  his  idol- 
f tmua  apof tacy«  ^     '       ' 
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dispcwatms  that  ibc  pknitiide  cf  papid  power 
a^  JMoitical  prodeiiee  Well  knows  how  to  b* 
dulge  toits  professors^  id'  the  presence  of  tbe. 
heretics,)  is  to  beconodered  as  seen  m  a  dis- 
guise,  and  not  in  its  nataral  appear^uic^ ;  and 
especially  in  these  days  of  its  dedining  vigour, 
when  the  sun  cf  the  papal  authoritj  Is  deprived 
of  its  once  sccMrching  heat,  and  shorn  of  its 
beams,  and  is  now  not  far  distaqt  from  the  fiital 
period  when  it  must  set  in  everlasting  night. 

By  persons  but  little  conversant  in  eccksi* 
astical  history,  only  a  fain^  and  imperfect  idea 
can  be  formed,  from  its  present  appearance^ 
what  popery  mu  was^  and  what  U  still  is^  ot 
has  the  capabifity  of  becoming  once  again;  in 
the  event  of  any  political  iartiiqualu,  oz  revo-* 
lutionary  shock  giving  a  favorable  turn  to  the 
affairs  of  his  Holiness,  upon  the  dieatre  of 
die  world  ;•  when  the  present  pressure  of  Test 
Acte,  and  other  1<^1  disguaHfications  and  re-, 
stricdons  shall  have  been  thrown  to. the^pund 
The  now  sleeping  lion  would  spring  up  (An- 
taeus like)  with  renovated  vigour,  as  soon  as 
|;|^is  feet  should  once  more  touch  th^  earth,  al-*; 


though  now  ht  U  pan^gibr breath,  idd  iU9i< 
pended  between  heaven  and  eatth  in  the  eiant; 
arms  of  the  modem  Hercules ;  and  the  heretic 
cal  part  of  the  christian  world  would  soon  be* 
made  sensibly  to  feel  the  force  of  ^  bis  pirpe^- 
iual  strokci^'^  and  that  bil  appetiuforikodhz!^ 
been  whetted^  and.  not  abkted,  by  the  long  fast 
it  has  been  forced  to  lc;eep  from  human  flesh* 

Our  blessed  tiord  reproved  the  fiery  teal  of 
his  iap<^tles,  though  it  wjeis  everted  in  his  own 
Ciiuse;  and  told  them,  ^ye  ^koiv  not  what 
j^irit  ye  are  of^  for  the  Son  of  Mail  ciame  ttdt 
tb  itestroy  mens'  liVfes,  but  to  save  them/'f 
He  gave  them  a  prophetic  i^aution  sigaih^  a 
bloody  leal  in  favor  of  eVen  the  deafest  truth, 
or  in  oppodtion  to  the  veiy  worn  cc^tuptiotf 
dL  it.  But  it  is  too  manifest  hoW  litde'  thQ 
catholic  party  have,  in  all  times,  attfetided  to 
the  admonition ;  and  how  impexfecdy  they 
have  discerned  ^e  true  spirit  of  Ghrist^s  re^* 
Igion,  by  the  deluge  of  christian  blood  which 
they  have  poured  oyx^  nierefy  upon  account 
bf  difference  of  opinion  in  r^^on!*  - 
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mm,i    jf  iip»ii  ■■■>  Klfl^pgQpaiga 
eoiiUmpttix  ^upenunt  scTseque  asridissima  eedb 
«t  Tidknta  fuit ;  taeres  e'  sanguiiie  natos. 


tiiat  cursed  brood 


Slupheming  heaven,  atbint  for  Honiaii*  bIood» 
Vkmk  aad  ftreciou^)  ^m  aught  pkinly  aee 
from  mvtdor  ^taifiii.tbfir  hul^  pedij^i^B* 

This  18  one  proof,  amongst  many,  of  the 
teal  ijiflueoce  of  z^MaboUcal  delusion  upoa  the 
Qwda  of  batbaroua  pec^eutors,^  ti^t  tliey  ceubt 
f ver  conceive  the  idea  that,  huintsfa  sacrifii^ 
would  be.  agreeable,  to^  tb^  hamaa^  aiid  beae* 
volcxA  author  cf  the  gospel  /  whose  docftmc^ 
and iQwn^^  wece.as  contiavjr  H^ mch  ^ibe^ 
tbamb-  wrsbip  of  tkfi  Jkky^  m  Kg^t  k  ta 
(iiokaeaa^  aod  which  be  repirdbates  m  the  nose 
(b«n  teitma^:'^*^  Te  shall  be  haled  o£  ail  meo 
lor  tny  male's  sis^^  aiatd^  vs^spsver  killdb 
ym^  sludltbtttkthat  he:  doeth  Gkxi:  semce.*^ 
(John  xvi.  2,)  If  Christ  so  sOoligly  sfq^Doach« 
ed  isi  die  jews  thd  foHy  and  widcedhiBsa  of 
barbarity  aod  blocflshed^  fot:  the  pretence  of 
reli^on,  could  it  be  ijn^^ed  ditl  be  woidd 
approve  of  it  in  christians  ?    Yet  the  hdy  car 
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tholifc,  chutch  has  not  only  imitated,  but  fat 
exceeded  the  js^i?/  of  the  ji'wisb^  znA  the  most 
savage  fury  of  the  pagan  persecutors^  hj  "  de-* 
straying  mens'  lives,'*  with  n  wantonness  of 
cruelty*  unexampled  in  the  itecords  of  the 
most  savage  nations. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  ferocious  antichris- 
tian  beast,  which  was  once  *'  drunk  with  the 

*  The  singular  delight  in  hlood^  which  in  aU  ages  has  dharacr- 
terised  the  ftligkus  %ec^  ^f  popery ^  is  marked  in  the  ^fdj^heciw 
by  » very  smJtog  figui^,— the  monger  is  sanl  to  hi  *«  drUtth 
tulth  bhodJ*  (Isaiah  ixiS:.  9;. — Rev.  xVii.- 6.)  ThusNerb 
was  oiiCB  mOd  antl  hiimane,  but  familiafRy  with  blood  turned 
him  into  a  ferodbns  tyger.  Mr  Gibb<m  (t>ecKne  and  FaB, 
voL  i.)  contends,  thatthe  p««»cntio68  of  ihfe  Church  by  the 
RoinaD  Pofttiffs  infinitely  exceeded  those  of  the  pagan  emper- 
ors of  Rome  ;  and  allowiog  for  his  pariiaSths  on  sUch  a  ques- 
tional these  sedms  to  bebuttoO'inrtch  evidence  from  other  quar* 
ters,  to  ^mit  of  Us  ctfmiuMon  bteihg  disputed. — "In  the 
Netherlands  sdohe,  more  than  100,000  &f  the  subjects  of 
Charts  Y*  nrp  said  to  hate  tuSbi^  by  th€  hatid  of  the  execu^ 
tionen  for  their  rdigion;  If  We  may  believe  the  authoHty  of 
Grotius,  the  nuinber  of  protes&mts  who  were  executed  in  a 
single  provincgf  and  during  a  single  reignf  far  exceeded  that  of  the 
primitive  martyrs  in  the  space  of  three  eentwries^  and  of  the  Ro^ 
man  empire  /"---The  duke  of  Alva  boasted  highly  of  his  religi- 
ous merits,  for  the  prodigious  effusion  of  blood  heeffect^,  and 

J  T 
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Hood  of  the  saints  and  martyrs  o/JesUs^*\  his 
of  late  yezts  bec(»ne  sober  again,  and  is  (atthis 
time  particularly)  quite  harmless  as  a  child; 
and  may  be  approached  without  either  fear  cr 
sU8]»cion.     But  this  is  i  j^int  in  controversy 

the  cool  barbaritM  he  practised  b  the  pope's  caU8e.~-Plu2ip 
II*  of  Sp«iii»  his  iDtt8ter»  died  like  the  tyrant  Herod*  the  deatt 
tf  a  fnntvdor^  eaten  up  alive  of  worms*  Sleidan  (b.  xvi.) 
'says  that  in  the  year  1545>  in  the  massacre  o(  the  IValdensed, 
whole  diatricts  were  depopulatedt  and  the  people  hunted  and 
dtiitmyed  with  fire  and  sword,  like  noxious  beasts.  In  the 
nAssacreof  St  Baitholonew  at  Paris,  in  the  year  157%  twenty 
thousand  people  (treacherously  drawn  together,  under  the 
prttence  of  friendship)  were  murdered  in  coU  Uood^  beodes  aft 
innumcnble  company  of  others,  soon  after,  sbon  at  Lyoo$, 
Orleans,  kc*  In  Ireland,  u  the  year  I64I,  two  hundred 
thousand  jpUDtestants  were  massacred*  In  Piedmonty  about 
the  year  ]656»  many  thousands  were  bttlchered*  Thfv 
have  eten  extended  the  bari>aii9us  arm  61  perseeu^on  mgmst 
here^i  inio  Ha  ^^Mrr— 'they  deny  them  ehtittkm  hurud;*- 
judge  them  after  deatip  solemnly  Aitubim  I&aI^  ta  ieM,  and  dig 
their  bodies  up,  and  buhl  their  bones.:— This  was  done  to 
Wickdiff,  Bucer,  and  Phagiiis  in  Enghmd.  The  history  of 
the  mgmsiiicn  is  alone  sufficient  to  give  a  character  of  pOp^rf  ^ 
and  shew  how  well  it  is  drawn  in  the  ptophedesi 

*  See  Lactaatiat,  cb,  99,  SO*  39,  De  Vwit  Penecntorum  s  Ko- 
.8<luui  (de  eodem),  lib.  viii.  rb.  ]6|  Gretius  (de  eodem);  and  Jorlio'^ 
Remarts  on  £r«1et^  Hist.  vol.  ii.  p.  307— 35e« 

%  Ret.xvii.  €• 
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of  too  dangerous  consequeace  to  be  concoded 
M^Ithout  proof  positive  i  siace  the  principUs  of 
the  popish  rdigim  still  remain^  how  stron^y 
soever  this  be  denied  by  the  advocates  of  a 
faith  mkUb  aUews  the  largest  latitude^  in 
making  and  adhering  to  either  asseverations 
Q¥  paths  with  heretics.  The  same  pftiodplos 
which  l^aye  been  established  by  several  coun-^ 
cU$,  MR?re  fully  confirmed  and  setded  for  all 
t\nxe  to  cpnxe,  as  articles  Hffattbi  in  the  last 
council  hejid  9K  Trcnt^  Materially  to  depart 
frpm  these  principles  would  be  an  heretical 
schism^  though  it  may  have  been  deemed  pru- 
dent and  necessary  7(?  lay  them  by  to  sleep  for  a 
"whilej  under  particular,  circumstawes,  and  in 
certain  situations.  The  dispensing  power  of 
his  Holiness  is  an  unlimited  arid  ivfallible  re- 
source to  cs^tholics^  upon  a  fHneht  against  the 
laws  which  God  and  Christ  h^^ve  made,  even 
to  an  entire  abolitimt  and  consequendy  much 
more  so  to  give  ^temporary  suspenmn  to  such 
regulations  of  his  own  ordinance,  as  it  may  at:, 
tipies  bfe  inexpedient  to  the  good  of  hciy 
church  to  have  too  publicly  brought  forward, 
or  rigidly  insisted  upon  befoie  heretics.    The? 

T  T  2 
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are  so  well  practised  ia  the  mnum^ble  tne^ 
thods  of  shifting  off,  aQd  the  arts  of  evasion, 
the  licentiousness  of  mental  reser^tioa  and 
Jesuitical  casuistry,  in,  playing  fast  and  lorn 
with  the  most  solemn  obligadons,  ki  which  a 
little  impgularity  at  times  is  all  well  covered 
by  the  gpodness  of  the  intention,  and  the 
greatness  of  their  acal  fbr  the  holy  cause,* 
that  to  put  any  confidence  in  their  profes- 
sions, or  to  trust  any  power  in  their  hands, 
would  be  ill  excusable  by  any  emergency  that 
might  seem  to  dictate  such  a  hazardous-  con- 
cession« 

r 

Be  their  profes^ns  what  they  may^  a*  per- 
formance corresponding  to  them  is  not  to  be 
depended  xk^oa.  Such  is  the  fatality  that 
hangs  ove;r  that  faithless  system^  that  as  it  has 
on  all  occasions  of -trid  'acted  a  cruel  and 
treacherous  part^  against  all  that  were  deemed 
hostile  to  the  cause  of  pofpeiy^  so  it  must  still 
and  for  ever  continue  to  act  consistently,  and 
upon  the  fcune  principles,  or  it  would  have 

»  *   RDIMDS.ia,  ft. 
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c^kwd  to  be  poperjr,  and  undfer  tlie  influenc* 
c^  church  bigotry  and  ftrtmg  dehsion.  The 
beast  is  still  tbe  satne^  and  it  has  the  same 
hearty  though  its  talons  be  pared,  and  its  teeth 
apparently  drawn,  AU  this  is  no  more  thati 
a  delusive  appearance,  fop  in  this  mystical 
beast  the^  are  powers  which  occasion  may 
restore,*  though  im  nature  they  are  iprecover- 
able. 

If  the  sttoAg  fects  recorded^  in  martyrolo- 
gies  and  church  hi8tory,f  be  not  thought  fair^ 
ground  for  estimating  /)&^  present  temper  and 

*  S<ee  a^.  Tii.  ^x  ^OS^and  sect*  ^ir,  fbr/tbeprababifitf  of 
a  rwtoratioi)  of  persecuting  ppwr^  .to  br  pcnwtted  to  A©- 
church  of  Roine>  and  the  death,  of  the '  \ntnes8e9  thereby  ac- 
complished. 

Non  sum  qualis  eram-— caput  fratcr  aspice  tonsum ! 
Cor  tibi  restat  idem,  vix  tibi  piraesto  fidem. 

What  once  I  was  no  more  am  I, 
-    As  plighted' oaths  can- surely*  jfrove*: 

ITiy;  oalJlis  are  feithle^s  as  thy.  Ioyc* 

Hist,  of  Popery. 

f  See  Skidaii's  and  Burnet's  Hist*  of  Refprmation.— ~^ 
GregOTT's  Histi  of  Christ.  Church,— -Fox's  Martyrs,  &Ci 
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unchanging  spirit  and  cbara^Ur  qf  tbc  popish 
r/sligiony  let  us  take  ia  along  with  these  data, 
to  reason  upon,  the  character  given  of,  it  ia 
the  prophetic  writings,  by  One  who  sees  both 
before  him  and  behind  him.-T-He  sees  things 
as.  they  really  are,  and  is  most  wonderfully 
accurate  in  his  epithets  ^nd  descriptions  of 
them :  He  has  no  by-^ends,  partialities,  or  pre- 
judices to  serve,  by  giving  false  estimates  of 
persons  and  things;  but  sets  a  lasting  and 
discriminating  mark  (f  character  upon  thfrn^ 
fS^bich  Isolds  true  from  beginning  tq  end. 

Tliose  alarming  warnings  should  be  well 
considered,— :(fpr  they  ^re  repeatedly  and 
loudly  sounded  in  our  cars,) — ^which  God 
hath  given  us  by  his  prophets,  to  flee  from 
all  contiguity  or  connection  with  that  contagi^ 
Qus  mass  of  every  spiritual  abomination  upon 
the  earth.  '  And  the  heavy  wrath  threatened 
to  all  that  will  npt  take  that  warning,  but  still 
remain  in  the  confines  of  the  spiritual  Sodom^ 
even,  now,  when  the  fiery  judgments  of  hea- 
ven are  beginning  to  fall  thick  and  hot  aroun^ 
^er,  shoiil4  be  taken  i^to  oi^r  ?tccount,  ^forc; 


^6  (ian  fairly  calculate  the  consfeqUendcs  of  \ 
close  intimacy  with  popery,  or  the  degree  oF 
estimation  in  which  that  barmkss  and  doating 
system  of  religion  (as  it  has  been  called)  is  in 
our  days  to  be  held,  by  the  believers  in  a  ai- 
tine  revelation  of  the  scripture  prophecies* 

Yhfe  emancipation  of  the  catholics  has  been 
loudly  demanded  by  the  noisy  democfats  of 
the  day,  the  eager  advocates  for  change,  and 
indiscriminate  departure  from  ancient  and  sa- 
lutary regulations,  m  these  uncertain  and  dan* 
gerous  times  of  experiment.  But  this  is  an 
experiment  more  full  of  danger,  and  frightful 
m  the  consequences  (to  the  empire,  and  to  re- 
ligion in  particular)  it  will  iraw  after  it,  than 
almost  any  other  of  the  scliemes  of  modern 
reformation;  if  the  door  be  once  thrown 
wide  open  to  a  treacherous  foe,  it  will  not  be 
found  easy  in  practice  (though  in  speculation 
all  things  are  easy)  to  shut  it  again,  and  repel 
the  inflowing  torrent,  just  in  the  critical  time 
that  prudence  may  suggest  such  a  recurrence 
io  old  principles^ — and  imperious  drcumstati- 
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ces  begin  to  make  it  indispensable  to  the  sal- 
yatipn  of  the  church  and  state. 

Between  light  aad  darkness^  Qirist  and 
Belial,  a  cordial  union  of  interests,  and  an  in- 
defectible fidelity  to  their  common  cause,  can- 
not be  depended  upon  in  almost  any  case ;  but 
undoubtedly  not  in  trying  emergencies,  and 
altered  circumstances  of  political  preponder- 
ance.^ All  former  experience,  and  the  cha- 
racter and  spirit  of  the  parties  in  so  heteroge- 
neous an  union,  forbid  us  to  expect  such 
impossibilities.  For  besides  the  natural  tbmt 
of  supremacy^  and  the  innate  love  oi  perst- 
cuting  power  J  congenial  to  it,  and  not  to  be 
separated  from  the  popish  region, — ^there  is 
now  superadded  to  it  a  visible  restlessness j\ 
and  ^spirit  of  infatuaJtion  every  where  super- 

♦  tf  the  whole  power  of  the*  spiiitual  empire  once  under  the 
nod  of  the  pope>  sho^d  &I1  hito  the  hand  of  one  onivenal  em- 
peror»  a  due  supremacy  far  hit  HoRnest  wiS  not  be  &r  behind. 
**  The  canon  of  pope  Adrian  for  a  restitution  of  the  chtvch  landi 
will  then  prove  too  bard  for  cur  act  of  parliament  against  it." 

Hut.  of  Paper j» 

t  Isaiah  iTiir  20. 


told  in  pH^es^y  .aridiko^  a|)pai^ent  in  kll  tM 
countries  wKere  pdpery^as'ahy  miaterial  £b^- 
ing4  i  This  is  Go<fsoWil  method  bfbringita^ 
forward  the  fast  lipemdg  bar'o&st  ixA  •  vint^ 
agt^^mt.vttj  cHiHatie  and  place,'  each  in  its 
own  timev— Th'^%  **^  brldlt  In  the  jaw: 
vf  the  people^  causing  them  to  err^^  (IsaL  xxx:, 
aSi)  They  are  every  Where  bringing  dowri 
upon  their  own  heads  the  judgments  in  ready 
prrepairalion  to  falV  and  like  the  jews  of  old  in 
simUar  drctmistaticesi' they  r^;/)f(?/  cease  from 
roWmg  up  tbehiUth^t  heary^atid  ^tal  stone^ 
whidi'  is  doomed*  still  to  fail  back  upon  these 
victims  of  a  blind  fanaticism,  to' ^^  grind  tbem 
to  powder. ^^  (Matt.  xxi»  44.) 

.''Noneinit  paqpists  rthbiiisislf ^s  afe  so'biind; 
at  this  advanced  itate  of  **  the  controversy  of 
Ziwj^  as  imt  td  see  that  the  day  of  Christ  is  at 
}xmd^\Xx>'^*dcstroy  the  man  of  sin  with  the 
brigbtffessofbis  'coming*^  as  he. haij  before  in 
part  ^  cmsuked  him  with  the^-  spirit  of  his 

*  Two  mnarkabk  ptQods  <)f  God's  vrtifii  tipon  poperyi 
(R«f  •  XM«  IS, 'Jgf )  and  often  alluded  to  in  the  prophetsr 


umembrmtt  b^imt  ^Mt  tfigive  imt9'  bar  tbi 
eup cftbe  mac  ^ tJbtJitreniess-i^ iu  wfatb;* 
(Rev.  Ten,  i^y-^iimit  Ike  homt  «f  'b«  judg^ 
QieotisooiDt,  her  veiigMacb  oommebced ;  aad 
that  k  vnH  now  ao  man  ctmt  but  in  hur  ut- 
ter  Mttermlnatlon,  aodthe  punishineiMiof  aU 
them  that  lemi  tktir  t^d,  to  iqphoU  a  cuue  un- 
blest  of  God.*— •**  All  that  uphold  £s^t  (sajs 
God)  ^laU  fall,  and  all  her  hditers  dia&  be  de- 
ttroyed.**  (Ezdc  xxx.  6,8.)  This  is  bebg 
tndced  not  s^  **•  ta  stetmhuk  the  mmga.  k 
Bfbed  up  opoa  ihe  aoouobaiM,^  and  not  abk 
<*/o  bear  nrhea  the  Uaat  «f  tbe  {praat  dn»^ 
IS  blowa  loud. 

A  needless  and  hqpid[es»  union  wkli  a  dnk« 
ing  cause,  and  wMcfa  k  pwdesthaawl  le  itan, 
is  suteiy/to  be  depneoted.  EveiT*  experiment 
that  has  been  recently  made  to  mht  »ur  iron 
tntb  (bar  ndrytla^s  t»  gite  ad^domd  itretigth 
to  thetoticnnginuiie,  andCD  dslay£»  awhak 

its  predicted  fall,th(»  at^  teadeJnot«  md 

•  See  Sect,  jczir^    T1«eKM«m|^  af  the  myitied  Bal>y« 
(on  or  Egypt.  ...       tJ3M«i>*-^^ 


v^ddibf  hinwAvpoWeiii  af^atn^^mvm-ff 

Eigypiiilm^  4m^^  ht^  iti  vam^  md  to  :no  pUm 
pose ; .  therefore  i«iTe>  Ir<^«l>  eo^cismijngf  .tbi«|. 
their  «Creagth  is  to  sk  etill.'^  (Isaiah  xkx.  7.) 

.  ..  /:.;  .i..:   ■-  :':  ''  ry.'.*-  ■•■■ '■■■    ■  ••    . 

!I^i«irQiiiiv  oC'itlkt  lull  .mwty  ywri  i»vc 
9^^sA  ftttt(»tid<oftairtrtcing  eyUawofe  ^at  the 
lwi4.o£GiHMft  nov  wt  ii)»>ii«l.i^  M  is  $a» 
feu:  1^,  ^WT)&\\  q^  th«t  pinH  i»tji'MBA.h€r  <df^ 
p($Q4^(i»e^  vel^  incpilltuaky  riipud nvtn 

qop-m  tfar  3WMi»tcr  .ycgJBPap;  topflan  id  he  iiilLx 
QQitl^pt^tpil,  txic  i&e  QobaciMacat  ^  thetsicirk  to 

.  *  Iniah  xxxn.  6..     .  , 


\x>i^x(mkxk<m  to  pttnish  the 

inhaUtaolirc^tfae  oaitli^fc^it^  the 

eatth  also*  shall  dkabvcr^{)^''bk>od,  afnl'^hail 
nomOTecot^  hep»«iaifi»i  Comb,  my"  piseple, 
enter  thou rMo^tby  diamfam^' a^'isbv^  thy 
doors  abou^  thee :  fa9ife}'t%«elf  m  M^^tstt  for 
a  little  moment,  .nixtil  the  iu^iilgiiitidn  ^  OTert 

past'*  (leaiah  ^xTi.  ^J  4fr;)   >  - 

;        .  ^  '   •  ..  -,.      '. ',::-.  i^ii  rv;    [  /      ./....  . 

It  is  unccrtaia  whether  **  the  iNDiGNAn 
TioN^'ihere  means  the  ^i»iith^up6n  iirviMor 
thdr  ri^ecdoh  of  the  JMeoiasJ  i^rhieh^  lm&  been 
akeadyti^upvi^ds  ef  1700  ytat^eoiAibuiiince^ 
aifid  f nim  the  connection  A^  ^  tias  ih  pro- 
pJiecy  tritfc  tt*{  falL  0f*ranli<ibrfs^  m*«fe  be 
deemed '»wb  't^be  xklry  ftea^  ^  rlfir  c^jpointed 
tiffkind$ion  /  ot^  wh^hef  (t  kfiuttf^*  ih^  wrath 
tfadt  k  to ' ^be  poured  o^'^^ upm^  th^t  apoOak 
tbriiiian  cinircby  at  the^'^dew-ef  the  teriifi'of 
1266  years^  assigned  to'dlAiw^^^  «f''^i^:^for 
he  U  t»  be  Cakea  off;  ia •&  hitwfcMe- of  the  di- 
vine judgments,  of.  whidb  the  foo^teps  have 
been  visible,  and  the  ominous  clouds  have  been 
eathering  thick  arounid  the  kingdom  of  th^ 
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beast  fer  6ome  years  past.  Whkh  of  thwft 
two  ^  meant  ia  this  prophecy  seems  pf  iMi 
rri^erial  importance  to  be  determinect;  siftWi 
in  either  ase^  the  indignation  is  to  be  (f$Uta 
comparatively  short  duration^  at  the  time  wfaeti 
tlBS  prophecy  comes  to  its  accothplishniciii^ 
bjr  the  divine  justice  arising  in  m(Mre  thianoi^ 
dinary  fierceness  of  flaming  fire,  to  tak^  ^ren^ 
geance  on  the  enemies  of  thegbspel,  Stnd'ptOif 
viding  (in  an  equally  distinguishable  manner) 
a  belter  for  God^s  obedien^  and  beKeviiig 
people*  They  dre  iiiercifully  invited  to  avail 
themselves  of  xhzt  peculiarity  of  situation  aikd 
drcumstances;  which  divine  wisdom  and  good- 
hess  shaU  have  prepstred  befbre  hand  for  thdr 
protection,  against  the  resistless  Impemositjr  oi" 
the  sweeping  whirlwind.  This  is  figuratively 
compared  to  a  secret  chamber y  in  which  tfceV 
may,  as  it  were,  lie  hid  in  arf  Impenetrable  re- 
cess, girt  about  with  the  adamantine  gates 
which  the  Lord  of  nature  hath  made,  and  pro- 
nounced  inaccessible  to  jthe  destroyer  of  THE 

VICKED. 

To  yield  a  strict  and  grorapt  obedience  tQ 
the  warning  voice,  ^^ ^o  ye  forth*  of  Babjlcfl^ 
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fi6§  ye  from  Ac  CbaUcoM^'^^^  tbm  k  m 
p€Qcc^  saifk  (be  Ij^r4^  untQ  TSS,  m(}KE»n 
iroA  sufdy  never  move  a  pcnut  of  cooimoH 
ftrpdeace^  or  a  testimony  ci  our  bj^ef  <£  the 
ff^pture  popbedes  xiiqre  rpquiql^  to  \it 
f^YPo^  than  it  i«  iii  these  days,  jp  the  fnidst 
of^  tfie  d^ar  and  ^ccuQiukiUed  evidence  with 
XfJ^h  it  cornea  accompanied.  What  have 
P^9ije9tants  to  do^  io  lending  a  helping  hand 
<9r  the  support  of  the  idling  "  siool  cf  ix^t^ 
^  edfK^Sg^  or  throne  of  inuffiity^  ^bich  tmflgineth 

QT^wbat  have  th^  to  hofpe  S?r^  in  qontinui 
iipg  to  fight  ;igai|i8t  Gcdt  9nd  to  cspend  vk 
iii^*Hnbksjt  attempt  c^  qonqueriq|j  iBp^ossibili-: 
<[if5f.the  last  resources  and  best  ,blopd  of ,  the 
^QWntry  \  Bfy  pcP8pvcrin|;  la  di?  ilj[  omcn^ 
(yOntest  fK>.qi  which  we  a^  commanded  to  r^ 
t!ycp>  we  may  er«  loij^  dww  uppji  .puwclygs 
libfc  jjwprd,  of  vengeaAce,  to  which  Qod  had 
£^Y$Q  ita  prigififil  commission  in  at^ther  quar- 
X^^  i^nt  if  we  obey  the  divine  intimation, 
and  ^  enter  into  our  chamber^  lie  bid  as  it 

voere  for  q  Utile  nfomenty  and  shut  our-  d(^rs 

."t  • »  ... 

*  Jer.  1.  8  s— B,  «,  45.1~(Ict.  X^l,  ♦• 
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^bout  ttx ,"  \yf  making  suitable  applicatibn  to" 
the,  mercy  of  Grod  through  faith  in  his  word^ 
and  repentance  of  ouir  sins,  the  indignation 
will  pass  OfTor  us.    ^  Thou  simlt  not  be  afraid^ 
for  the  deslrttction  that  iiviadtetii  ^  noon  day^ 
A  thousand  shall  fall  at  thy  side,  and  ten 
thousand  at  thy  right  hand^  but  it  shall  not 
tcome  nigh  thee.     Only  with  thine  eyes  shalt 
thou  behold/  and  ste  tbt  te^ard  of  THji 
iriczED.     Because  thdu  hast  made  the  Lord^ 
even  the  Most  High  thy  habitation*'*  (Ps.  xci* 
6.)     **^He  that  walfecth  righteously,  he  that 
despisetS  the  gain  of  opptession,  that  shaketh 
his  &andd  £rdni  holding  of  bribes^  that  sltcip^ 
peth  his  ears  from  hearing  of  blooid,  and 
shuttelh  his  eyes  from  seeing  ev3^      He  shall 
dwell  on  high  j  his  place  of  dtftnct  shall  be 
the  fnunittont  of  rocks ^  bread  shall  be  giv^n 
hTm,  h»J  waters  shaft  be  sure.**  (Isa.  xxxiii,  i6.) 
'*  Sedk  ye  the  Lord,'  all  ye  meek  of  the  earth, 
which  have  'vvtought  his  judgment:  seek  ye 
righteousncssi  seek  meekness,  it  may  be  ye 
shall  he  liid  in  the  day  of  the  Lotd^s  anger 
(Zeph«'il3.) 


»r 


SECTION  Xllt 


The  a/tempt  to  suffport  the  falling  thtonei  of 
the  anticbristian  apostacy  unprospcrous  and 
impious : — If  contrary  to  the  declared ^  njoill^ 
and  manifest  designs  qf  Providence ^--and 
the  lessons  of  painful  experience* — The  in- 
fluence of  a  perverse  spirit-^is  the  fulfilment 
of  propbecy.^^Tbe  Scourge  of  popery^ — bis 
commission^ — tbe  execution  conformable  to 
tbe  warranty — and  now  apparent. 

1  HE  people  of  Athens,  when  their  owntry 
was  threatened  with  invasion  by  a  prod^ws 
armament,  against  whidx  it  seemed  impos^Ue 
to  make  any  effectual  resistance,  consulted  the 
oracle  of  Apollo,  and  were  advised  "  to  trust 
their  safety  to  wooden  walls^^  They  under- 
stood this  of  their  ships,  and  taJking  the  coun- 
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sel  of  the  god,  th^y  gave  the  enemy  a  great 
and  well-'timed  overthrow  at  sea,  which  saved 
the  stJtfc^  and  crushed  the  overgrown  power 
of  the  tyrant,  already  exuhing  in  their  ruin. 

A  greater  than  Apollo  is  on  our  side,  and 
not  only  gives  a  similar  oracle  from  the  foun** 
tain  of  infallible  truth  itself  but  clothes  it  with 
an  assurance  of  his  blesdng,  in  case  of  out 
faith  and  obedience  to  his  direction.  The 
great  God  of  universal  nature,  when  he  tore 
away,  by  violence  and  with  design,  our  island 
from  its  original  connection  with  the  opposite 
continent,*  gave  it  the  ocean  and  "  ibe  munition 
ofrockx^^  for  walls,  that  it  might  be  ^^  a  place 
of  dcfenci^  In  this  retirement  (before-hand 
provided  for  the  occasion)  he  counsels  us  to 
"  bide  ourselves^  as  it  werefbr  a  little  moment^ 
till  the  overflowing  scourge  shall  have  finished, 
its  ^execution,  and  passed  through  the  countries, 
and  tb^  bail  shall  have  swept  away  ^*  the  re- 
fuge (flies:' 

*  The  appearance  of  the  opposite  coasts  has  given  occasion 
to  suppose  they  wete  once  united  by  an  isthmus. 
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If  we  would  cease  from  intermixing  in  thei 
din  of  bootless  war  on  the  forbidden  shores, 
and  from  engaging  in  an  unblest  cause,  we 
have  (from  past  experience  and  the  divine 
promise)  every  thing  to  hope  for  on  the  ocean, 
and  in  defence  of  those  gs^tes  which  God  has 
made  fast  around  us  for  an  impenetrable  bar- 
rier. The  glorious  navy  of  England,  her 
wooden  walls^  ind  best  and  most  natural  de- 
fence, will  be  ever  invincible  while  the  cause 
in  which  it  is  engaged,  i^  such  as  God  can 
consistently  prosper* 

It  is  strange  if  we  cannot  be  taught  by  the 
principles  of  our  religion,  that,  as  christians, 
we  are  to  repose  a  full  confidence  in  the  pro- 
mises of  God,  only  by  complying  with  the  terms 
upon  which  they  are  given ;  and  not  to  set  our- 
selves in  opposition  to  his  declared  designs, 
and  yet  still  expect  a  full  exemption  from  the 
scourge  he  has  prepared  and  appointed  for  the 
unbelieving.  Yet  let  us  listen  to  the  salutary 
teaching  of  experience  in  times  past — ^The 
many  dark  and  atrocious  attempts  of  the  parti- 
sans of  popery,  and  the  less  disguised  designs 
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erf  her  confederated  powers^  to  overthrow  thfc 
chmrch  and  government  of  England,  the  hixU 
-W^k  of  the  proCeatsant  f^th,  have  been  ever 
wondeifolly  and  providentially  frustrated,  and 
hurled  back  with  confusion  aiid  disaster  oti 
the  heads  of  her  fanatical  ind  persecuting 
foes.  Is  there  not  in  this  providential  inter- 
position a  pledge  given,  that  if  we  are  only 
true  to  ourselves,  and  faithful  to  our  God,  we 
shall  hot  b6  forsaken  of  him  in  this  hour  of  ge^ 
hefal  confusion  and  terroi:  j  when  the  scourgi 
is  platted  for  the  badks  of  those  spiritual  foolfe 
which  for  ages  past  have  scourged  the  world  j 
arid  vingeance  ^^  is  destroying  them  which  de-* 
stroked  the  earthV^^ — But  if  by  our  profane 
distrust  of  his  often  experienced  mercy,  we 
engage  in  rash  attempts  to  interrupt  the 
cdurte  of  his  manifest  providences,  (Nahum 
L  3,)  to  stay  the  uplifted  arm  that  launches 
the  thunderbolt,  or  check  th6  overwhelming 
ruin  of  the  heaven  directed  hail  and  tempest, f 
we  shall  deserve  to  become  in  our  turn  the 

♦  Rev.  xi.  1^. 

f  Isai.  xxvlii.  S^,  17  :*-xxix.  6 :  Jer.  xm.  19 :— xxr.  S2. 
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of  tilings^  of  all  the  advantages  that  ^vere  t^ 
have  been  expected  from  them;  and  have 
only  served  (in  short)  to  repeat  the  painfu] 
lesson,  in  sounds  of  contintially  increasing 
loudness,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  in  tbe 
land  of  graven  images;  but  must  enter  into 
eur  chamber^  and  shut  our  doors  about  usy  lie 
hid  as  it  were^  and  shut  out  from  the  usual 
intercourse  with  the  nations,  for  a  little  mo^ 
ment^  until  this  indignation  be  overpast. 

The  powers  against  whom  the  sword  // 
sent  fortb^  and  prevails  in  so  astonishing  a 
manner,  if  they  had  any  concert  amon^t 
themselves,  or  cordial  union, — any  consisten-* 
cy  of  plan  or  •ouncils,— -were  far  more  than 
an  overmatch  for  the  force  that  was  oppsbed 
to  them,  almost  through  the  whole  of  the 
contest.  But  they  seem  to  be  actuated  by  a 
spuit  of  infatuation,  and  led  on  like  Ahab, 
^  to  go  up  and  fall  at  Ramotb  Gilead^^  "  that 
they  may  go  back^  and  fall — be  broken — and 
snared— and  takerir^     There  is  "  a  bridle  in 

*  See  sect.  xi.  p.  2^1, 
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the  jaws  of  the  people  causing  them  to  ef r^** 
A  perverse  sporitof  intrigue^  and  jealousy,  and 
treachery  b  mingled  amongst  them. .  They 
are  under  the  influence  of  jtrong  deluston^ 
which  turns  their  pardal  successes  ^  into  gaU 
and  warm'wopd.^^  For  he.  is  against  them 
"  that  frustratetb  tke  ttAens  of  the  Hari^  and 
mahtb  diviners  mady^^  **  Surely  the  princes 
of  Zoan  are  fools,  the  counsel  of  the.  wise . 
pounsellors  of  Pharoah  is  become  brutbh  ! 
How  say  ye  unto  Pharoah,  I  am  the  son  of 
the  wise,  the. son  of  anciem  kings?  where  are 
they  ?  where  are  thy  wise  men }%  Let  them 
tell  thee  now,  and  let  them  know  what  the 
Lord  of  hosts  hath  purposed  upon  Egypt. 

*  2  Thess.  ii,  xi.        f  Is^u.  xliv.  25. 

X  There  is  erideotly  a  great  falling  off*  now  in  the  time  of 
h^  greatest  need  of  it»  from  that  mnrndtrfii  potiteal  sagaciij 
^hich  once  directed  the  councils  of  the  Holy  See,  (Isai,  xix. 
S,)  and  which>  though  the  individual  Pontiffs  were  men  oF 
different  talents^  yet  nev$r  forsook  the  pontifical  tiara;  but 
1H3IS  ever  upon  the  look  out  to  lay  hold  of  erery  event,  (which 
whether  secret  or  public  was  equally  known  to  the  pope»)  and 
to  turn  every  movement  to  the  aggrandizement  of  the  papal 
pnde  and  power.  Daniel  notices  this  feature  of  the  popedoiUj; 
by  giving  ryes  at  of  a  mem  to  liis  little  horui  (Dan.  xii»  8il 
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The  Lord  hath  mingled  a  perverse  ^rit  in 
the  midst  thereof;  they  have  caused  Egypt 
to  err  in  every  vrork  thereof  as  a  drunken 
man  staggereth  in  his  vomit.  For  Grodhath 
set  the  egyptians  agaunst  the  egyptians ;  and 
they  shall  fight  every  one  against  his  brother, 
and  every  one  against  his  naghbour,  city 
against  city,  and  Idngdom  agamst  kingdom.'^ 
(IsaL  xix.  lit) 

Doubdess  we  haVe  nothing  to  fear  firom 
the  scourge  of  popery,  if  only  vire  persist  not 
in  drawing  it  upon  ourselves,     Qod  hath  cut 

♦  That  this  dcrtruction  by  cWil  discord,  the  effect  oiafern 
xer^e  spiritp  mfiOmtum  ofcounself  or  as  Saint  Paul  describes  it> 
itrmjf  deiimonf  relates  to  the  mystical  egyptiaruy  and  not  to  that 
country  anciently  and  in  modern  times  known  by  the  name  of 
Efrypftf  seems  evkknt  i  because  Egypt  was  never  distinguished 
by  a  dinsTon  into  seteral  distiiict  Idngdons,  nor  wei«  any  such 
efiiects  of  civil  discord,  aa  remarkable  as  to  b<  worthy  of  the 
90tice  of  the  spirit  of  prophecy^  ever  recorded  in  history  of  that 
country*  But  <^  mytttad Egypt  it  may  be  said  with  Saint  John, 
that  dm  reljgitet^  aioer  iBe  imgdi>Mi  of  the  earthy  and  has  fetfksy 
0td  tongmif  ami  Umirmkf  amd  tuttkau  aol^ect  to  her  sphjtusl 
daminoii$«-luid  witih  Hahwnf  iii*  1?»  that  **  iter  erowmed  are 
<Rr  tid  bemiip  and  her  eaftmt  as  the  gnai  grofiha/ferft*  (of 
i^umbeifV 
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tmt  wQik  sufficieilt  for  its  oocupal30o»  ^lithoiir 
any  itterfereme  of  ours :  for  **  ^b^esotf)er 
tb0  catcass  (of  popary)  U^tbert  'u>iU  the 
€^gkt  be  fathered  together*^  In  vain  do  they 
fly  from  dime  to  cUokei  afid  from  eurdpean 
thrones  to  trana-atlantic  colonies ;  so  loi^  as 
the  raidk  iicent  6f  the  rMtm  carcass  remains 
about  them,  it  vinSX  idli  attract  the  ravcHoui 
tdgks  in  full  pursuit  of  theit  (Kredestinated 
prey. 

#      C«ltuii  iiba  daianuD  taxSoAf  qui  tnuu  mart  cirriti 

Who  flees  from  heavenV  pTtrsotng^vmith  sludl  find 
Hk  cUflMite  chang^d^  lie  cannot  change  Ina  nuad  \  . 

If  the  dire  work  of  dea&  trere  already 
gone  through  in  Europe,  there  are  still  other 
regions  which  the  glbomy  genius  of  destruc- 
tion muat  vi^t.  For  the  decree  it  gone  icHth 
from  die  Lord,  and  who  shall  turn  it  back? 
And  if  another  execudcmer  were  wanting, 
they  ratuft  of  necessity  wreak  i^n  them** 
selves  /^t^is^^a^i^  ismtten ;  ^^  city  qgainst 
city^  and  kingdom  against  kingdom^  "  And 
I  win  feed  them  that  oppress  thee,  with  their^ 


own  fifsb,  atsd  tbey^  ^hid  .te  tfaiui^  tri4 
their  Bvnx  Uood^  as  !vndi>8*neck'tri]ie:  Aid  ^ 
flesh  ahall  know  ilm  1^  iheXo^d,  MlkXhj  Sa« 
yioiaf ,  And  thy  Re^ttWTi  the  m^pbly  Oai  of 
Jacobs''  (I$alk  a^lbcu  a 6.) 

.  la  the  dbovc  propheq^  (IsaU  xhc,)  of  thft 
judgments  of  God  upoo  46^  mjstical  JSgypt^ 
God  threatens  that  ha^^wiU^^troy  ths  tmth 
sd  thereof^'  and  « /i&?Jr  xA^/  J^^i  /o  tbiiK 
idols*^  in  vain,  and  find  no  relief  in  the  mum- 
mery of  ^  i^atem  o£  aup^atitkm^  in  aU  re* 
jspectSrmore  allied  to  mcroimmiy  md  mklh 
trijfty  thi»ii  to  die  itpint  of  ^  goi|>d  of  CSffisb 
And  St  John  (Rev^  ix.  20,)  describes  the  im^ 
pixiitmcy  attd  fiRnhy  supeiinduced  npcathe 
«^bd^  by  that  monstccns  superstitioi^  to  b^ 
such,  that  eimn  while  the  fiery  indignaiioa  h 
fidiing  acpttnd  euid  dbstsoying  t^em^  yet^ 
^^ihe  tnt  of  the  mcnf  whioh  #eie  not  Idiied 
by  these  plagues  repented  not  ofthe^^vixlts 
of  their  hands,  that  they  shoulii  not  worship 
^twls^  and  iddft  of  gold^  ami  silter^  aod 

•  See-note  ♦,  sect.  y\u  p,  194*^    The  t^mon^pr^ijfoiji^' 
pery  and  paganism  is  the  very  0ame»    In  Koine  It  is  f^vfotsod 


hm»f^mA,ft(Xi€^  tod  dF «0Qd;  wkudi  mither 
««n  Mfi)  nof  fcenTy  nor^wtik  NdUicr  repeatr- 
€4  tiwjr  of  tb/5lr  jmrnfarf,  nor  ftf  thehr  4&;*rt?f»- 

Tbe  prophce  tdcift,  that  God  iwiil  gi^rothne 
iff^ersetJtiw  egyptiiift Iddatcft^  " owr  ifiitt tbt 
bifnd  of  4f  ^ruel  lordi  Md  ih^  0  yScrce  ih^ 
sb&U  rnfi^  wer  ti^em**' — Aad  ^l  Johm  ia  cq»- 
sistency  with  sevi^al  p^ophecie9>  aay^  ^at 
Christ  wUl  ^^rtdc  his  ^qpostatte  sulg^Qte,  *a4 
bruketffem  wUh  4  r«^  f^  inpij.''*  The  ijg^ 
%trameQt  ctf  Frovidea(;e  (who  is  to  be  proxy 
for  Christy  in  thisi  hour  of  judgfxteot,  as  thp 
emperor  Titus  was  io  his  wr$th  u|mxi  the 
jews)  has  a  plain  and  legible  commssion  made 

in  tKe  ^ame  ten^la^  on  the  tam  akan,  and  before  the  same 
im^(4  With  chsMiged  nanes*  ThU  dfscription  of  Sa  ^ho  re- 
lates to  tbe  eastern  empixe»  aod  tb^  apostasy  rof  the  chur^ 
there  ;  which  has  been  nearly  destroyed  l)j  the  plagues  of  the 
Saracens,  and  Tlirksi  But  the  dtawing  is  equiiUy  true  if  ap^ 
plied  to  the  latidy  or  Vestfihi  church }  i^oSeJudgment  i&  dc- 
^bed  afterward^    Their  murden  and  SK)n;eri^s  ttave  been 

the  same. 

^        J  .,        .-   .         '1  ?  .'•...■  ,        .  •: 

.    %  P.S.  ii.  9.— Rev*  yii.  5 :  lux,  15.      , 
Y  Y  2 
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out  fin:  him  in  prophecy,  vdtb  tf  mtMe  fre^ 
mMe^  (isai  x>)  teidsg  fosth  l^^  causes  fa 
^hich  diift  power  is  intraftcd  into  \m  ^ads  j 
and  /iv  ritfM/  to  which  it  xnay  be  carried. 
The  prophet  b^ins  with  reciting  the  cormpt 
practices  of  that  civil  power,  or  spiritoal  and 
political  hiencrchyi  agsdo^  whkh  ^  divine 
war  is  denounced««?~^  Woe  nuto  them  diat 
4Jkcree  uf&ighUoas  dicree^^  and  that  nMmit 
griffomsness  -which  they  have  pi^cribed.**^^ 
To  say  nothing  here  of  the  pope*8  manage^ 
went  of  the  dtcrees  tf  general  councils^  t>r  of 
his  own  wicked  bulk,  or  other  impious  papal 
constitutions ;  the  anathemas  h^  has  pronounce 
ed  unjustly,  the  laying  interdicts  upon  whole 
kingdoms,  deposing  of  khtgs^  and  selling  of 
thrones,  at  the  evil  suggestion  of  his  awn 
malice,  or  pride,  ox  avarice,  h^ve  been  nu-? 
merous  and  grievous  enou^  to  mdre  up  a 
heavy  article  in  the  charge  against  hXxxu — • 
/*To  turn  awl?  the  iieedy  firoQi  judgment, 
9nd  to  take  aw^y  the  ^ht  frpm  the  poor 
of  my  people,  that  widows  niay  be  thdr 
prey,  and  that  they  may  rob  the  £itherles&^ 
^!-— Notlung  can  be  mpie  notorious,  than  t;|ud^ 


in  enrery  cOcfteiitioQ  the  popes  always  took 

the  side  that  was  &e  i^n^st^  "not  Hi^  mosi 

Just}  and  aadt  a  fa^iidle  oi  ev&y  thU%  ta 

diaw  advmntage^  to  tbemadyes.     N$  mdm$ 

ittstrtimcMt  coidd  well ^ooii^eym  better  idea  of 

the  rapadow  extortion^  and  iniquitous  p6Hcf 

and  piaoticesof  die  Holy  Seo<i  ■  >^^  Aad  what 

will  ye  do  im  the  day  ^f^mtathn^  and  in  di* 

desolation  which  shaill  dome  from  far  ?    To 

whom  will  ye  flee  for  help,  and  where  will 

ye  leave  your  glory  f    ff^tbout  me  they  shall 

bow  dow^  und^  the  prisoners,  and  they  shall 

&U  under  |he  6laiQ4"^~-G!od  says,  these  shall 

be  scarcely  any  need  d*  a  divine  interpo^tiofli 

for  their  destruction,  at  the  time  when  this 

judgment  shall  be  execute^     The  harvest  is 

so  dead  ripe  that  it  will  fall  almost  without  a 

reaper.-^^  For  all  this  his  anger  is  not  turned 

^way,  but  his  h^  is  stretched  out  stilt  Ho  { 

*  There  seems  an  obscurhf  in  this  place.  I.owth  transhtet 
it  much  the  iaAie  i^^^Ubty  dtoB  hc^  dbw$i  Unitr  ih$  hq^tkdmj^ 
aod  esplaios  it  by  hi*  note ;— *'  wAout  my  4uJ  they  itaBie  taki^^ 
eafAve  ly  tbi  caft'tvei.^-^lt  the  peopfc  of  Israel,  in  their  stnig^ 
gle  for  emancipation,  shall  be  made  the  mstniment  of  punisli* 
ment,  then  this  wifl  be  literally  verified.  Yet  !t  does  not 
^  to  oonikii^  wttli  what  foSowtf 


IP  ti^e  As^ytian,  iH^  jrp4  ©f  wm  ^^gV,  the 
«t^  ii^  yrho^  ,l^uand  if  tbs  ^i«(n)a|pQt  of  mine 

U)4>g^i<^*  '  I  wiU  -f^  ^^  jagainst  aa  hy- 
pecdbcal nation;  anda^aiatc.Uie^r^  ^mj 
wngtihyiHl  I  ^te  haxa  a  charge.,  to  take  the 
^l^al^  and  to  taJsie  the  prey,  and  to  tiead  them 
i^oWnU^e  thefiMriiilthiestnBets."  ^lliepon- 
le^emt^ :  powo^  (^e  ot^ect<»  of  the  •  divine 
Wtath)  li»ve  flM.W^  the  owsilRre  of  their  in- 

icndered  by  Bishop  Lowth,  to  tlic  great  improvement  of  the 
^nse ;  for  thus  understood,  it  is  a  caU  from  PFOvidence  to  the 
limm  orcWned  ta  ejecfsute  tbe  p'Orpose  of  heawjen,  t»  ooaie  and 
WW?*?  *i»  mf^^'  ^  ^^^r'^^P^y  Wi  dc^cimtned 
•i^niy  of  a}l  truth  aod  r^]|leo^8ne^;  ^^^9io|t  wk)Oi  the  chains 
^  the  pieairf)le  abore  cited  are  made  out.  The  events  of  kff 
yean  agree  so  well  with  the  following  part  of  thi§  prophecy, 
tliatk'aecmsproWblc'thftt  Bithop  jLow*,  kl^^plying  it  to 
$e.itfHichpr|b  M  kie.^pcgielt^,  has  beett.mi?68kcn.  Many 
gipre  of  the  prgphecies,  sq  applied  to  aneietU  tramactums  oi  z 
comparatively  small  importance,  have  since  shewn  themselves 
Ml.  another  light* .  Tinae  and  evenjbs  are  th^  best  interpreters  of 
thfes^  firppkc^es  qf^.  vpy  fis^wy^  re^ ;  a^d  wh^  they  arc 
foiwjd-tp  be  Qorrobprated  by  m^y  other  prophecies,  all  bearing 
jjpoa  the  same  objectf  ay\d  illustrjiting^  each  other,  such  appli- 
i^atioa  v^  not  be  deemed  rash  or  injudicious,,  by  those  who  ad* 
jpit  t\^  God  if  fto  thus  still  to  prophesy,,  even  to  i/f,,  «  upoo^ 

whom  THE  ENDS  O?  THE  WORLp  AfE  S^M^^J^  ^.    , 


25)  «>  tfefe  fttll  eria4tttef'tlnfe'«pp6ifl^a^lhm? 
tuner  ^^  n^  beeomd  £b«Hk9  $ti^  j^fd^^tf^dl 

the*.-'  Bttt  tt^Ske^  ffia6lKfe%«»ft'<^'a^rteijli 
tion  /^  ofGi}dy  afid  Hot  of  7natt,'^pc6^1^ 
proceeds  to  point  out  the  ambitious  views  and 
glgahtic  prfe|fe<fe"  at'  ti^'f»sihuftte»i^^d^d*s 
^rdih  iiptih  btftef  ^niters,  ^di'tfer  di»q)pt^t* 
merit  d^keixL'    ''  '    ■   '  ■''•'■  '    •-•  ^  ^  -^  ''  ' 

**  HoWbeit,  fee  meaiadth''ttot  sd,  nieitR^  ^01^^ 
his  he«ut  thvik  so/Z'-r^that  sudk  ^al&ntSiiM  fai* 
are  ^^Nai  «nly  for  tfe&  -moit  efiectiiSl6keatt*' 
idofl  btVod\  purpsey^tkAiesii  of  hihisetf 
are  ^lute  different^  and  ue  bbject  of  .^ig  copr 
quei^  i$  joot  to  do  &d  work  o£  God^  but  t» 
lay  ^s  &xn»i£i{kiii  «f  hiis  xmttt  iti<&es&  km^ 
bition.)— **' But  !t  18  in  his  heart  to  destroy 
and  cut  off  nations,  ndt  a  few*  For  be  s»th^ 
^re  not  my  prmeis  ii^f^HberJim^sf-  ■  By  4be. 
ttrength  of  nty  band  t '  have  done  ft,  "asci  by  if^ 
wisdom,  for  I  am  prudent:  ah(^  t  Have  rmov 
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their  tf^^ures^^u^  I  h^vie put  dawn  the  inba-^ 
bitants  like,  a  v^iant  tnaiv .  /^  my  hand 
bath  ffiiu^  ^9t  MOf^  the  riches  qf  the  people: 
apd  aa  oc^  gatheretfi:  eggs  that  are  kft^  have  I 
gathered  all  the  earfh ;  iVifi  there  vaa  none 
t)at  moved  ^tb9wk{|,'0]^  ppeoed  tl^  mouth, 
crpeeped.*'* 

The  prophet  Darnel  (»•  4Q>  43)  «J«>  ^^• 
6cribes  this  same  cooqu^r,  ao4  the  vidence 
and  great  efiect  with  which  he  fulfills  his  com- 

*  It  is  geoerally  allowed  by  the  advocates  for  m  Ikcial  ac- 
compliahmettt  df  the  pr6^beciet»  by  the  events  near  at  hand, 
«it&  which  they  mtm  ta  oofietpond,  that  they  nevertheless 
have,  often  aik  allosian  $»  9A$r  tvtiUs  ^m^  hjardkkmi  tmet, 
md  ofgreau^  mforkuug.  If  this  applies  .at  aU  to  Scnnachenb, 
in  the  first  instance^  it  is  only  so  fiur  ashe  #as  a^typeof  a  cod- 
queror  b  noodem  times  ;  with  whose  powerful  ra^gatim  of  tie 
^Mf  Air/i^/and  the  manner  end  eflkots  of  his  cooqtfesta,  it  has 
ayery  marked  suialogy*  Surely  it  is  now  eminently  m  age  of 
removing  of  houndarks^'-^Qi  roUmg  oftnatmroir  ^XhA.  gathering 
eggs,  over  all  the  earth^^-of  ttrng^makngf^^-mA  wtmaimgf^oi 
mfUik  oMunce  to  despotic  power,  <<  none  moving  tie  wng  or 
feefhig:**  and  if  ladd*  i£loae^  of  diese  8iiccesSH»  and/nv 
ju&^g  still  greater^  it  will  make  t^e  ooinddcnce  worn  strikiDg» 
and  agreeable  to  £»ctB« 


■fa^ 
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fni9^oh,'agaiiMt  the  countries  and  powers  di- 
vinely subjected  td  his  resistless  sword. — ^^  He 
shall  come  against  him  like  a  whirlwind,  arid 
he  shall  enter  into  the  countries/' — (shall  in- 
vade the  territories  of  the  powers  included  in 
his  commission^  with  a  facility  and  rapidity  of 
conquest  before   unexampled^) — ^  and   shall 
overflow  and  pass  over,  and  many  countries 
shall  be  overthrown.     He  shall  stretch  forth 
his  hand  also  upon  the'couhtries,  and  the  land 
of  Egypt  shall  not  escape.     But  he  shall  have 
power  over  the  treasures  of  gold  and  of  silver^ 
and  oyer  all  the  pfeeiosts  things  of  Egypt^'^ 

TThe  rapidity  of  this  cofliqueror*s  march, 
cooipaced  to  the  resistless  impetuosity  and  de- 
vastating e&cts  of  a  whirlwind,  and  the  direc- 
tion of  it  towards  the  land  of  the  mystical  Egypt 
and  the  countries  in  connection  with  her ;  and 
particularly  the  marked  indication  that  it  will 
be  a  war  of  plunder  and  spoliation^  confiscation 
of  merchandise  and  wealth,  pictures,  and  valu- 
able statues  and  gems,  treasures  long  hoarded 
in  hallowed  shrines,  and  gold,  and  silver,  and 
all  the  precious  things  of  Egypt : — ^These  ^r^- 
%  z 
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the  points  in  which  it  coincides  with  Isaiah^i 
prophecy  above  quoted,  and  agrees  with  r€€€ni 

facts.^ 

In  Isaiah  xxxiii.  i,  thfere  is  amthdr  writ 
issued  out  to  this  nailitary  bsdliff,  which  cannot 
apply  to  any  power,  ancient  or  modern^  as  its 
object,  with  so  much  exactness  of  description 
as  it  does  to  this  endless  extortioner  and  tveai- 
tntr  oftbt  natwns^  the  spiritual  perpetual  ty- 
rant ^  which  MiQte  the  fet^  in  wruth  with 
a  continual  stroke^^  the  mien  only  being  chang- 
fed,  but  not  the  meiasures.-^**  Woe  to  thee  that 

*  See  Sect.  xxiv. — A  further  account  of  this  breaiert  of  ex- 
traordinary instrument  of  ProTidence^  the  scourge  of  popery  ;  and 
of  this  new  and  dngular  mode  of  war£u«9  by  which  he  ^ueatens 
him  that  **  m^eakened  fie  Mtumi»**  aad/easii  ailtiefowk  wti  hu 
Jleeb. 

f  St  Paul  for&toid  that  the  de^letidon  of  the  popish  supef- 
stition,  and  of  the  rapacity  and  insolence  of  church  power»  Sec* 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  revival  of  learning  and  chris- 
tian knowledge,  which  he  figuratively  calls  the  ^  higbines*  nf 
Christ^ s  comngi^  and  which  St  Peter  prophesies  of  by  the  same 
imagCy — *'  until  the  day  da*am^  and  the  day^tar  arise  in  your 
hearts :"  so  here  they  are  represented  as  wasting  away  mfhik 
yet  they  stand  upon  their  feet f^thtir  church  hierarchy  and  digni- 
tibSy  and  all  the  mystery  t^  their  ii^quity,  still  nominadly  kept 
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spoikst^  and  thou  wast  not  spoiled ;  and  deat^ 
est  treacherously^  and  they  dealt  not  treacher- 
ously with  thee:  when  thou  shalt  cease  to 
spoil,  thou  shalt  he  spoiled;  and  when  thou 
shalt  make  an  ^nd  to  deal  treacherously,  they 
shall  deal  treacherously  "with  thee  /  And  your 
spoil  shall  be  ^thercd  like  the  gathering  of 
the  caterpillar ;  as  the  ginning  to  and  fro  of 
locusts  shall  he  run  upon  them."  So  long  as 
their  power  continued,  the  rapine  and  extor- 
tion of  the  church  locusts  was  insatiable  and 
unceasing  1  but,  in  htx  declining  days,  the 
tables  will  be  turned  upon  the  antiquated  sor^ 
ceress  of  mystic  Babylon  j  and  she  will  herself 
become  a  prey  to  rapine  and  injustice^  and  be 
reduced,  by  retaliation  of  her  own  practices, 

up,  after  the  s^b8tance  is  wasted  and  gQne.-*7%£er^/£,  which 
in  other  places  i9  represented  as  the  object  of  voracity  to  the 
ravenous  birds,  (Rev.  six.  18«  &c  )  means  the  church  wealth 
and  princely  dignHieSf  (so  many  knar  pof^damft)  rich  abbeys^ 
and  overloaded  shnnes^of  the  s&dnts.  These  were  the  motives, 
to  such  reformers  as  Henry  VIII.  to  quicken  their  godly  zeal. 
-^Eyes,  manifestly  allude  to  the  episcopal  dignities ;  and  tht 
Tongue^  to  the  fountoiu  of  church  authority  itself*— the  pope 
and  his  cardinals. — . 

Fallen— fallen— fallen  from  his  high  estate  1 

D&VDKN. 
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to  the  greatest  distress.^  ^AndthissbaUbethe 
plague  wherewith  the  Lord  will  smite  all  the 
people  that  have  fought  against  Jerusalem" — 
(the  true  church  of  Christ).—**  Their  flesh 
shall  consume  away  while  they  stand  upm 
their  feet y  and  their  eyes  shall  consume  away 
in  their  holes^  and  their  tongue  shall  consume 
away  in  their  mouth^^ 

The  mahuzzim,  or  protecting  gods  of  tbcs 
popish  idolatry,  ^t  fallen  asleep  like  their  an- 
cient predecessors,  whose  temples  and  alta]:$ 
they  have  usurped;  and  the  keen  satire  of 
Elijah  against  the  Baalim  of  idolatrous  Israel, 
applies  now  with  equal  force  to  the  unavail- 
ing toil  bestowed  in  holy  processions ^  the.  vain 
exposure  of  the  sacred  reliques^  and  the  ma- 
gical incantations  as  uselessly  offered  before 
the  shrines  of  the  drowsy  Baalim  of  popery. 
**  But  our  help  comcth  from  tlie  Lord  which 
made  heaven  and  earth.  (Rev.  xiv.  7.)  He 
will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved :  he  that 
keepethlsrael — (the  pure  worshippers  of  Jesus) 
—will  neither  slumber  nor  sleep.''  (Fs.cxxi.  2.) 

*  See  section  xnr. 
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It  was  ifrom  this  quiver  that  infidels  h&yyit 
drawn  their  -  keeciest  shafts  of  sartasm^  AitA' 
dipt  in  the  venofb  of  the  rcytten  carca^  of  pcK 
pish  Christianity,  they  shot  their  poisoned  ar-^' 
rows  against  revealed  rdigion,  Btit  When" 
thus  this  mighty  stumbling  block  is  taken  Up^ 
put  of  the  way,  and  the  severe  chastisement 
of  insulted  heaven,  visibly  distinguishable  up- 
on it,  shall  have  vindicated  the  gospel  from 
the  odious  charge  of  errors  and  corruption 
not  its  own,  then  vvill  the  blessed  Jesus  cease 
to  be  to  his  awaked  people  Israel  "  a  stone  of 
stumbling,  and  a  rock  of  offence."  The 
same  stonei  v^rhich  these  master  builders  re- 
fused, (both  in  the  church  of  unbelieving  Is- 
rael, and  of  the  apostatizing  christians,)  shall 
in  the  eyes  of  both  become  the  head  of  the 
comer,  elect  and  preciousj  as  before  (for  many 
ages)  it  had  been  trampled  upon  and  buried 
under  the  rubbish  of  popish  and  Jewish  fables 
and  traditions.*  What  Christ  vrith  his  own 
mouth  declared  to  the  jews  concerning  this 

*  Isai.  yiii.  14,  15  — Zech.  iii.  9. — P«.  cxviii.  22. — 1  Pet, 
i.  20;  ii.  4,  6,  7,  8,— Rom.  ix.  33.-- Acts  iv.  11.— Ephes- 
ii.  15,  20. — Matt.  xxi.  42.— Luke  xx-  18. 
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MtfMv  bath  upon  than  been  fvlfilkd  s  **  vrho^ 
aDCTcr  tbaUfaU  w  ibis  stone  shall  be  Inroken.** 
And  it  is  now  fulSling  in  our  eyes  also  upon 
the  church  <xf  the  apostacy ;  **  but  on  \rhom> 
aoerer  it  sba/l/all,  it  shall  grind  bdm  tQ  pow- 
der/* (Luke  XX.  1 8,) 


SECtJON  Xl\^. 
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Christ  was  d  stone  of  ^stumbling  oH  which  the 
JeWsfell} — be  is  now  it  rock  falling  on  the 
heads  ofa^state  Christians  to  their  destruc^ 
tion^ — ^he  Apostles  caution  to  the  primitive 
Christians  very  needful  to  be  attended  h  in 
these  daysy  lest  by  PHiLANTHRbpr  ahd  phi^ 
LOsoPkr^falsely  so  called^  many  be  beguiled 
6f  their  religion  and  faith 

Our  blessed  Saviour,  in  the  gbspel^has 
conveyed  to  us,  under  various  similitude,  an 
idea  of  the  manner  in  which  hfe  will  comfort 
and  sustain  his  church  of  pure  worshippers  j 
as  a  vine  nourishes  the  branches  Which  ^ro^ 
ceed  out  of  it ^  and  as  a  building  is  sustsutied 
bj  the  rock  stone  on  which  its  foundations  are 
laid  Under  this  latter  image  of  a  sione^  in  a 
tcontrary  sense,  as  an  instrument  of  destnic^ 
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tion,  he  has  represented  also  his  vengeance 
upon  the  enemies  of  his  church,  by  foretell- 
ing, consbtently  with  many  other  prophecies, 
that  he  would  be  to  unbelieving  Israel,  a  stone 
on  which  they  should  stumble,  and  fall,  and 
be  broken :  but  upon  the  corrupters  of  his 
everlasting  gospel,  the  same  stone  itself  should 
fall^  with  a  velocity  and  weight  tremendous 
and  irresistible,  and  should  grind  them  to 
powder. 

Tliis  destructive  effect  of  the  overwhelming 
stone  falling  upon  the  victims  of  wrath,  is  the 
master  key  of  that  prophecy  of  Daniel,  (ii.  34,) 
which  will  be  more  particularly  attended  to 
in  another  place.  It  is  represented  as  having 
been  cut  without  hands ^  out  of  the  indistinct 
and  misty  bulk  of  futurity.  It  falls  upon  the 
feet  of  the  great  image  still  standing,  but  ad-- 
vanced  to  its  extremity  of  decline^  and  imme- 
diate ruin  ensues.  The  whole  mighty  mass 
of  power  is  broken  by  the  resistless  shock,  in- 
to fragments  as  small  (in  figurative  compari- 
son) *•  as  the  dust  of  the  summer  threshing 
floors,"   atid  the  wind  sweep*^  them  away. 
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Hut  the  stone  which^.was  the  instxunieat  t£ 
ProTifleQce  in  the  paighty  havock,,sv?dIs  into 
a  prp^ig^ous  ixaciportguice  smd  xn^^^nitude :  be- 
coijus  of  a  stone^  monntain^  4ad  filleth  a\l  the 

iq  thp  ^x^^nt, shaking  and  cruinbling  state 
of  the  once  forpiid^ble  confederacy  of  the  pa^ 
pal,  power,  which  has  been  so  strikingly  set 
forth  to  the  imi^;ination  by  so  many  pro- 
phetic figures,  said  similitudes,  and  .plain  ver- 
bal declarations,  that  so  it  should  come  to  pass; 
what  councils  are  those  that  would  enforce 
the  reluctant  mind  to  join  in  intimate  imion, 
and  to  stand  or  fall  together  with  so  desperate 
a  cau§e,  and  which  (by  wch  means)  has  long 
provoked  its  fate  ?-»— It  is  evident  that  no  ef- 
forts of  human  skill,  or  wisdom,  or  bravery, 
can  be  of  any  avail  to  turn  back  the  commis-^ 
sioned  sword^  or  stay  the  velocity  of  the  falling 
stone.  No. advantage,  of  local  situation,  or  su- 
perior numbers;  not  even  the  universal  de- 
testation of  that,  burning  sun ^  that  scorch^ 
them  with  its  intolerable  oppression,  nor  the 
enthusiasm  of  rage  and  despair,  nor  the  cry 
3  a 
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of  expiring  liberty  by  which  they  ^e  ddmti* 
Eated  to  inadiie88^*--i*can  any  longer  prdiect 
^tbe  men  that  nvoribtp  the  beaHj  dfUi  receive 
ibe  mark  Df  his  iwifwr.**— The  ^oit  interval 
of  rest  that  seem  to  be  allowed  them^  are  but 
a  deceitful  peace ;  and  the  fore-runners  of  a 
fresh  and  morie  calandtouis  overthroiv:  the  in- 
Tariable  answer  to  theb-  aunioull  expectaticia 
from  the  avenger^— -iV  it  piMi^  Jebu  f  being 
^1  one  and  the  siBbaef^^wbat-^-peaa!'-^ 
so  iong  (is  the  wb&edms  of  thy  m6ther  yevx- 
helyHitdber  wkcbcn^s  are  so  maHyV^ 

HoW  ife  it  poswblc  that  renewed  strength 
and  augmented  resources,  should  accrue  from 
alliance  with  impenfing  rub?  or  Bat  the  til- 
timate  salvation  of  our  country  should  depdnd 
upon  so  unpropitious  a  combination  ibf  £s- 
cordances ;  contrary  to  the  wisdom  of  all  ex- 
perience pist,  and  against  the  evident  testi- 
mony of  our  own  genses;  and  the  melancholy 
reiterated  tale  of  slaughter  which  every  com- 
ing day  brings  with  it  ?  The  present  abject 
state,  and  fallen  xhajesty  of  Rome  and  her 
confederate  powers,  is  not  to  be  itstored  for 
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tbc>  strs^tkenmg  of  Engknd^  their  ancici^ 

and  ^i^aMisir  t^e  .c%y;  ,of' her  visitatipa,  if  it 
sfeoi^lJ  hp  tbe  W^l  ^  Frpvidbace  that,  she  .^o 
must  faUt  For  it  is  wikten  in  the  hoc^  of  &te» 
tfe*  a  day  is  yet  to  comci  when  the  never  dy*. 
iifg  raneo)ir  of  ih^  sendchtistian  persa:utor  will 
revivd,  perhaps  alto  his  ttipple  diadem  be  re« 
sumed,  and  all  the  fulness  of  his  6Qce  drj^aded 
apo^icsd  authority.  And  one  more  sevet^ 
trial  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints, 
though  not  of  long  continuance,  awaits  the 
refiarmei  churches.^  Such  a  favorable  turn 
in  the  £diling  fortunes  of  the  vtim  of  .sio»  is 
very  consiitent  with  the  pr ophede$t  aqd  ui 
this  evcfslful  period  of  a  changeable  world,  is 
not  contrary  to  probability*  It  may  be  more- 
over requisite  to  the  catastrophe  of  the  long 
continued  tragedy  which  he  has  been  actiijg 
pn  the  theatre  of  the  church,  that  the  last 

•  5e^  8ec^»  vii.  p»  20afc.~rhe  o|Hiuoa  of  fitsl^  {^ewtc^ 
Mr  Mcde»  and  oik^v  high  ai^hori^  on  this  ppintf  fonn4ed  Qti 
the  great  disagrei^inent  amongst  thp  comnoentaton  09  the  death 
of  the  witaessesy  which  is  stiU  <^)«;ttxe,  .becaose  i|;  is  stiU  f^tiuip; 
is^  zesp^  to  the  9on(cludi^j;  parts  of  it^  .  ^ 
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scene  of  it^  or  the  final  fall  of  that  supeiiadve 
and  ludferian  pride^  may  be  conducted  vdth  a 
suitable  dignity  j  and  all  the  world  may  wit- 
ness the  truth  of  prophecy  in  his  character 
and  state,  and  the  justice  of  heaven  in  his 
doom*  "And  a  mighty  angel  took  up  a 
stone  like  a  great  millstone,  and  cast  it  into 
the  sea,  saying  thus  with  vlOh^^cl^  shall 
that  great  city  Babylon  be  thrown  down,  and 
shall  be  found  no  more  at  alL"  {Kgst.  xviu. 

If  such  is  to  be  the  doom  of  the  anti^ 
christian  Bal^ylon^  or  the  hierarchy  and  spi- 
ritual confederacy  of  popery,  as  all  protestant 
interpreters  are  agreed  j  and*  if  ^we  have  evi- 

*  Caiii4mum  ut  mmine  Balyl&mf,  &^«  **  Tkere  csm  be  no 
dowbl;  that  by  the  nam^  of  Bftbykn  the  city  of  Rome  is  to  be 
understood.'^— Baronius  ad  ann.  45i .  Johanna  in  ^fftcdypn 
passim  Romam  vocai  Baiylonem  fcf^.—**  John  every  where  in  the 
Revelations  calls  Rome  Babylon^  which  is  manifest  from  the 
xvii.  chapter. V — Bellannine  de  Rom*  Pontif.  Hb*  iii.  €•  JuaL 
Father  Calmet  says  that  Rome  is  pointed  out  by  St  John  in 
his  Revelation,  xiv.  8,— xvi.  19,— xvii^  5,— xviS.  2,  10,21, 
by  the  name  of  Babylon,  vtbich  he  describes  in  such  a  manner 
as  can  only  agree  Xq  Rome  $  l^'by  its  command oytt  aO:  nation^ 


dent  symptons  of  the  speedy  appfdach*  of 
that  fatal  period,  it  cannot  be  consistent  witibt 
sound  pdicy,  any  more  than  it  is  with  pro^ 
testant  principles,  to  admit  of  any  union  with 
catholics,  und^r  any  circumstances^  What- 
ever is  conceded  to  the  turbulent  demands  of 
men  of  ihfatuated  minds,  (^^  which  are  like 
the  troubled  sea^  when  it  cannot  rest^  whose 
^voters  cast  up  mire  and  dtrt^^^)  beyond  the 
liberd  toleration  they  have  enjoyed  under  th^ 
protection  of  a  free  gOvenjment,  will  only 
quicken  and  bring  forward  the  rash  designs 
which  lurk  ben^th  these-  fair  pretences^  and 
will  eventually  batch  a  caciaf rice  ^r  ^cit 
own  destruction,  if  not  that  of  the  country 
aIso4 

-r2,  by  it«  cnteky  towards  the  saints,— and  3j  by*  its  sifuatf09 
Upon  seven  ;lu]b....Rev«  xvu*  9«— And  tbat  these  descriptiotis 
are  sseant  of  Rcrme,  both  as  a  t>agaa  and  papal  persecutor  q£ 
the  sstintSy  is  evident,  because  her  fall  and  destruction  in  this 
manner  hath  not  yet  taken  place,  that  she  should  become  ^*t£e 
habitation  ofdevilr,  and  the  hold  oi  every  foul  j^/it^  Und  a  cage 
of  every  unclean  and  hateful  Hrd^^ — ^unless  it  be  allowed  that  the 
popes  and  cardinals  iperit  these  appellations.  Newton^  t^I.  iii^ 
p*S12. 

\.       ^  •  ■        •  -  '  ,\-.\l^ 

+  Isai.  lyii  20^  %  IsaL  llx:  6, 


-^  To  hol4  forA  unneceesfliry  exu:<>uragecuf^ 
fod  favor  to  ^  system  of  religloa  which  the 
gospel  so  ps^ably  disowns,  and  God  declares 
to  be  tha  object  of  his  e^dxeme  abhorreuee,  if 
popery  hp  antichristiaaism  j^^— -or  tp  relax  ia 
pur  just  suspidon  against  a  system  of  duplid- 
ty  and  cruelty,  from  which  Christ  and  his. 
witnesses  have  suffered  the  torments  ol  apcr^ 
petuol  cructfimm  and  an  opea  dl^apie,  wcmld 
l^;shewing  a  criminal  Inattepti^  to  th^C  mrt 
mi>or4  of  pf^^eiy^  aiid  the  ip«By  ?Jarming 
warmijgj  w  fgmt  mercy  ^vot^  m  tberrf^.-r^ 
It  wpuld  be  patting  4  cpnt^oapt  upoa  ^ 
dear^  bon^  expeneooe  and  wisdom  of  th$ 
firamcars  of  .oqr  reli^o^s  artidea  and  qreeds, 
and  treating  as  a  ridiculous  chimera  a  caution 
to  which  the  holy  spirit  hath  attached  so  great 
,jjm  importance^' — ^  Depart  ye,  dq^  y^,  goyc 
^wtfr^n  tbence  j'^-^oaek  no  unclean  thing,  ^a 
ye  out  qftbe  midst  qfber^  be  ye  dean  that  bear 
i^he  vessel^  of  the  Lord,'*  (IsaL  lii^  1 1  j  j?  Con 

Our  blessed  Saviow  made  a  question,  which 
seemft  to  imply  a  negatire,  that  0t  bii  coming 
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lie  tknild  iMiateely  find  faith  fem^ifdag  tspoA 
tmh.*  As}A  in  the  Ri^daddiis  he  isqpditt 
the  cauticav  against  &shionaUe  in^litf^  or 
that  spiiit  of  hirkf  which  cotiaders  a  respect- 
ful dqpeadetioe  w^oti  the  scripture  prdpheciai 
as  n6  better  than  superstition  and  weakne»«^ 
*^  Bfehdd !  I  come  ai  a  thief  *'--*that  is,  with^ 
tout  obsenrationy  or  with  signs  |)i^ece<Bl^  my 
tx>itiing  of  9Uch  a  natwe^  that  it  is  possibfe 
you  tnay  be  either  laeu^ed  or  reasoned  Out 
of  ijttJur  belief  of  them :— **  Wesjed  is  he.thait 
^tchedi^  ami  keefetb  bh  g^rtHenU^  kst  be 
walk  nakedy  and  they  see  his  shame.'*  (Rev^ 
jcvi.  )[5>)  Th^  garmmts  here  spc^e^  of  re* 
preset  our  fakb,  and  the  naktdncs^  our  phir 
iospphy.  It  is  theconstantly  recurring,  cen- 
sure upon  Israel  of  old^  and  the  occasion  of 
their  frequent  and  severe  chastisem^n^,  lh?^t 
^^tbty  gave  no  credence  to  bh.WQrd^  (Ps. 
iivL  af4.) 

The  political  philosophers  of  the. present 
day,  in  the  profundity  of  their  overweening 
M4^dBi|  deery  in  tht  most  declamatory  idle, 


K  contemptuously  deride  as  mere  igriotmc^ 
and  supexttition,  that  strtmg  abhorrence  of  po^ 
pery  which  religious  men  profess*  They 
consider  it  as  a  species  of  bigotry  equally  ab^ 
horrent  with  popery  it^^  from  genuine  phi<^ 
lantfaropy,  and  the  spirit  of  religion;  by 
which  (however)  is  to  be  understood  tbar 
own  fhilosophy^  or  a  generd  indiffirence  to  all 
religion^  and  not  the  do(^ne  of  the  gospeL-* 
They  pretend  to  view  the  dogmas  and  tenets 
of  the  church  of  Rome  with  a  philosophical 
eye^  which  is  not  the  light  in  which  papists 
tiiemsdves  considd:  them.  And  from  this 
fdlse  contemplation  of  popery,  they  wisely 
coiiclude  that  tbi  doctrines  of  the  cburcb  of 
Rome  are  so  replete  with  the  most  gross  and 
palpable  absurdities,  and  so  directly  in  contra- 
dictidn  tti  reason,  scripture,  truth,  and  the 
|)re8ent  advanced  state  of  knowledge  amongst 
mankind,  that  it  is  impossible  they  can  be  any 
longer,  or  ever  again  become  a  reasonable  ob^ 
ject  of  a^rebtnsion  and  dread. 

But  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  fixjm 
the  rising  again  of  the  papql  power^  and  the 
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^ti^ral  pfetalerice  oi popish  doctrines^  is  to  bd 
iestimated  not  from  the  contemptuous  opinion^ 
these  sage  philosophers  hold  of  them,  buC 
from  what  others,  (equally  ingeiiioiis  and 
learned,  and  of  the  popish  persuasioti  and  in- 
terest,) dther  think  of  them,  or  at  Ica»t  bawt 
to  effer  in  their  defence ;  and  this  at  a  season* 
when,  as  heretofore,  all  opposition  and  answer 
will  be  silenced,  bjr  the  strong  afgumcttta  of 
fire  and  faggoh 

The  alarm  may  not  indeed  arise  £h)m 
the  apprehension  of  the  great  number  of 
voluntary  proselytes^  that  may  be  likely  to 
flock  to  the  standard  of  the  papal  cross,  in 
such  a  time  of  trial ;  (udess  indeed  the  thick 
darkness  and  barbarism  of  former  ages  should 
.  again  overspread  the  christian  world ;)  but 
from  that  lukewarmness  of  the  age  towards 
vital  religion,  and  the  too  general  disposition 
to  acquiesoe  in  the  sentiments  of  the  prevail- 
ing party ;  and  above  all  ortier  motives,  from 
the  recurrence  to  the  anctent  piethod  of  con- 
verting at  the  pobt  of  the  sword,  and  by  the 
tortures  of  the  holy  inquisition,  and  solemui- 
8b 
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ties  of  its  auto  de  fe.*  These  vigorcais  mca* 
sures  for  the  rooting  out  of  heresy,  that  root 
of  bitterness^  may  at  such  a  season,  come  re- 
commended to  the  head  of  the  church,  from  a 
quarter  to  which  a  prampt  and  full  obedience 
must  not  be  denied;  and  the  monster  Anti- 
christ may  himself  feel  an  unusual  impulse  of 
holy  zeal,  and  be  desirous  of  signalizing  his 
fiery  faith,  and  exerting  his  whole  remain- 
ing strength  in  one  dreadful,  though  it  will 
prove  to  be  his  last,  convulsive  and  expiring 
strtiggle.t 

*  Quein  vero  arripuit>  tenets  occiditque  docendo^ 
Non  missura  cutem,  nisi  plena  cruoris^  hirudo. 

If  once  she  seize^  to  life— -and  soul — farewell ! 
.    Death  is  her  mercy,  and  her  doctrine,  hdl. 
For  like  a  leech,  voracious  of  his  food. 
Her  hold  she  quits  not  till  full  gorg'd  with  blood ! 

Hot.  Art.  PoeL 

f  The  advocates  of  the  catholic  religion,  as  it  is  kept  up  in 
protestant  countries,  either  tojf^en  down  or  boldly  deny  the  praait 
existence  of  most  of  those  doctrines  On  account  of  which  we  se* 
parated  from  their  church  ;-i-which  yet  are  earHekt  of  ibnt 
fcath^  and  in  their  own  chuqph^are  carried  to  the  same  height, 
and  held  in  the  same  veneration  as  ever,  tt  is  altogether  a 
system  full  of  **  eU'dudvahlenest  of  unrighteousness  "-^Meatil 
reservation.and  equivocation,  and  all  maimer  of  deception,  may 
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well  be  expected  from  them  that  are  themselvea  given  up  to 
delwiont  and  the  belief  of  a  Tte.  They  curb  their  holy  zeal 
within  the  strict  confinement  of  outward  caution^  until  happier 
timet  shall  admit  of  a  public  avowal  of  their  ySiMt  and  fraciisey 
in  their  andent  extent* 


.<'^-^^^^.^,#^.^  ^ 


3  B  a 


SECTION  .XV, 


Attention  to  the  propbtae^^  a  duty  incumbefft 
and  expected  of  all  Christians. --^Evtry  pe- 
riod of  the  World^s  duration  is  concerned  in 
them. — The  Old  Testament  not  obsolete^  but 
still  a  living  word  of  God.— The  Prophets, 
still  speak  to  these  last  times—and  of  events 

,  of  importance  to  qlL — 5/  Paulas  and  St 
Johns  prophecies  of  Antichrist  are  tran^ 
scripts  from  the  ancient  Prophets^  and  to  be 
elucidated  by  them. — Topunr  ordained  for 
the  mystic  king  of  prophetic  Babyhn.-^Qmr 
frmation  of  this  topic • 

1  HERE  are  many  exhortations  given  in 
acripture,  to  keep  a  close  and  continual  atten- 
tion to  the  prophecies^  which,  without  doubt, 
were  no  more  given  to  the  world  for  the  mere 
amusement  of  the  curious,  than  any  other  por- 
tiion  of  holy  writ :  ]mtfor  a  necessary  warmng 
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fo  all  keUevers^'th^t  tl^ey  may  Wd  tibkcms^^ 
\flL  a  st^  erf"  preparation  io  nxeet  {with  'tht 
fortitvide  an4  PfMience  i^^^E^y  of  the  genuint 
principles  of  thp  g06|>el)  those  aiSlicdye  my&- 
lutipns  in  the  state  pf  thp  pbri&dan  world,  oi 
which  they  are  thereby  forew^nied.  "  Lp !  I 
have  told  you  beforehand,  (sdd  pur  Saviour,) 
^hat  wbea  these  things  shall  come  tp  j)e^|  ye 
may  ren^ember  that  I  have  told  you  of  themt 
: — ^And  blessed  is  he,  whosoever  shall  npt  bf 
pffendcd  in  nie,' • 

Yet  notwitlistanding  the  frequent  warnkigi 
pf  this  nature,  which  Jesus  ha4  ^ven  them^^ 
the  4isciples  were  shocked  and  dismayed  at 
the  pruel  disappointment  of  their  hopes;  in 
^e  deplorable  suffexings  aiid  death  whicb 
pvertook  their  master  himself,  and  which 
they  had  been  s^dmooished  themselves  also 
to  expect.  To  t|^  it  would  have  been  a  point 
of  equal  difficulty,  to  have  reconciled  with 
our  reflections  on  the  poii^er  and  fpreknowf- 
ledge  of  God,  the  long  continuance,  and 
the  triumphant  impieties  and  craelties  of 
^tkhristj  had  we  not  been  beforehand  apr^ 
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pfi^sed  €f  bis  comifig;  and  those  strong  fea- 
tures* been  made  known  to  usi  by  which  we 
might  be  able  (notwithstanding  his  disguise,* 
as  the  chief  shepherd  of  th*  church  on  earth) 
plainly  to  distinguish  ^tbe  wolf  in  sheep's 
dbathing.'* 

Th6  severe  threatenings  against  any  inter- 
polation, addition  to,  or  subtraction  from  the 
words  contained  in  the  prophetic  books  jf 
^d  the  blessing  pronounced  upon  all  those 
who  read  them,  with  that  degree  of  reverence 
and  faith  which  is  due  to  the  holy  Spirit  of 
God  which  dictated  them,  as  well  as  the 
great  importance  pf  their  contents  to  the  sal- 
vation of  our  souls, J  are  proofs  sufRcient  of 
the  high  estimation  in  which  they  deserve  to 
be  held.  In  this  respect,  the  saying  of  holy 
David,  "  Thy  ivord  is  a  light  unto  my  feet^ 
and  a  lamp  unto  my  paths^^  (Ps.  cxix*  105,) 
has  a  double  force.  The  prophetic  scripture 
is  a  faithful  guide ^  by  which  we  are  shewn 

*  His  mock  humiiKty  and  meekness  ia  that  of  ibe  Lamb  of 
Cods  but  his  voice  betrays  the  dragon  in  disguise.  (  Rev.xiii.  1 1.) 
t  Rev,  xxii,  18,  19 :  i.  3»  *     V  ^^«^-  ^«'  *• 
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(while  yet  afar,  off,  and  as  through  a  telescope) 

the  road  we.  are.  to  txayel^  and  the  dangers  that 

lie  in  the  way';  concealed  by  yerdant  JoUr 

age,  or  gorgeous  palaces,  erected  on  the  very 

brink  of  the  infernal  pit.— it  is  2\so  an  index 

Qftimcy  by  which,  in  every  age,  the  faithful 

servants  of  Christ  may  discern  "  the  signs  .^ 

the  timer  they  live  in,  and  the  hour  of  the 

night,  and  expect  (in  faith  and  hope)  the 

dawning  of  the  mprning.— *^  Ye  have  also  a 

more  sure  word  of  prophecy,  says  St  Peter, 

whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye  take  heed^  as 

unto  a  light  that  shineth  in  a  dadc  place,  until 

the  day  dawn,  and  the  day  ]star  arise  in  your 

hearts."*     It  is  a  Kght,  without  which  all 

other  light  is  "  darkness  visible ;"  atod  they, 

who  rejecting  this^  yet  fancy  themselves  tbs 

only  enlightened^  ^^  walk  on  in  darkoe^s^  and 

know  not  at  what  they,  stutnble/'f  ,  **  For 

the  wicked  shall  do  wickedly ;  and  none  of. 

the  wicked  sbaU  understand}  but  the  wise"— 

(that  is,  the  candid  and  believing)-^ — ^*  shall 

understand/'  (Dan.  xiL  xo.) 

♦  2  Petef,  u  xix,  f  Proyerbs,  U.  19, 
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Duf  'Sairiour  hiaiM^  wat  i  light  to  tk^ 
jews,^  which  thiy  would*  not  receive,  but 
^»ali  dn  still  in  darkness.  It  is  the  same  with 
^t  philoBOi^Kical  infiddbl  of  mddShl  times. 
The  prophecies  df  the  scriptttre,  which  to 
ininds  susceptible  dE  the  infftkehces  df  that 
holy  S^phit  which  dictated  thc^,  shine  with 
a  continually  increasipg  light  and  per^iciiiity; 
to  them  appear  as^  a  glknmering  ignis  fatms^ 
er  lai^  the  unintdligibli  tmt  tf  beMoHutes^ 
Wfaici  has  nekher  mexmng  ncn:  objeeti^  The 
prophecies  of  die  Old  Ttttamenit  which  were 
ivntteii  niah^  iga  agc^  atid  co^ihiitt^  to  thd 
tafe  keepmg  of  God's  didsdH  people  the  jeWs ; 
(who  id  the  ddo&t  pait  £seh^ed  that  sacred 
^ty^  widi  ^  iiddity  deserving  df  the  praisd 
and  gradi;ude  of  succeeding  2^es,>f )  yet  do  not 
tekte  to  the  t»mcehi»  6f  that  people  only^ 
i^ther  are  limited  to^  the  times  af  OfUuftihy^ 
and  tlw  events  which  ^11  under  tibe  Mosaic 
£fipensation  alone.    They  belong  (many  of 

*  The  notoliout  Tom  Paine,  in  Kis  infaroous  book  *'Tlie 
Age  of  Reason/'  eoniidert  the  propbets- as  iTAd  Mir,  and 
treats  thek  saUimc  writiags  with  Htm  most.philoaophisal 
eontenapt* 

t  KDmans,  ix;  4r,  £» 


them)  equally  to  the  times  of  the  goapel^  < 
ed  ^^thc  last  times''-^'' tb^  last  /&ctfr"-ror 
•*  tb£  wd  €f  the  yjorW^ — ^And  they  descend 
down  taevfa  the  most  remqte  periods  of  the 
chn^ian  times.  Isaiah  in  particular,  has  so 
numy  propheci^  of  the  christiaa  coveoanW 
and  the  timf  pf  thegospel,  fiom  itsbc^g^iog 
to  Us  consmnmatioQ,  that  h^  has  beep  worthily 
called  the  christiaa  or  go^p^  prpphett  And  in 
Jeremiah,  £?ekid,  and  the  otii^fx  pcoph«ts»  the 
same  subje^s  are  introduoed ;  hut  iq  f)0  abrupt 
a  mAmer»  and  with  so  litjde  ^onnecttpQ  with 
the  eoptfxt  of  the  pl«^;es  wherein  they  are 
fotiiidi  that  it  ha«  g^ven  ireiquent  occasion  to 
the  censure  of  the  infidd  writers,  but  certain- 
ly without  reason.  For  to  say  nothing  of 
this,  that  so  rery  ancient  a  compositiont  is 
not  to  be  judged  by  die  rules  which  ar^  at 
this  day  applied  to  modem  writings,  in  re- 
gard to  method,  cohoection,  aad  perspicuity, 
&d — ^the  very  nature  of  the  subject  i&  auqb, 
as  requires  those  rules  to  be  set  aside ;  and 
the  prophecies  of  the  scripture  are  by  divine 
Mosdom  so  scattered  amidst  the  variety  of  otiw 
matter^  with  a  view  to  that  degree  of  obscurity 

3c 
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which  is  essential  to  prophecy,  till  the  time  of 
its  accomplishment  is  at  hand.  This  was  par- 
ticularly exemplified  in  the  prophecies  of  our 
Saviour,  as  sl  priest y  prophet ^  and  iingc-^as  a 
sufferings  and  yet  triumphant  Messiah  ;  as  the 
son  of  David,  and  yet  David's  Lord;  as  bom 
of  a  virgin  mother^  &c-r-Of  all  which  the 
prophetic  intimations  are  exceedingly  numer- 
ous :-^introduced  very  often  abruptly,  in  the 
midst  of  extraneous  matter,  and  for  the  most 
part  wholly  unintelligible  (and  not  deigned 
to  be  understood),  until  the  full  accomplish-* 
ment  of  the  several  facts  had  made  a  reference 
to  them  necessary,  as  proofs,  a  priori,  of  th^ 
truth  of  the  gospel  after  its  publication* 

The  scri{fture8  of  the  Old  Testament  in 
general,  understood  in  a  christian  stme^  (as  St 
Paul  has  shewn  from  many  places,  which  ap- 
peared to  an  ordinary  reader  the  least  capable 
of  so  instructive  k  contemplation,)  may  be 
considered  as  the  gospel  itself  couched  in 
allegorical  terms.  And  this  is  the  reason 
why  they  are  still  so  interesting  to  a  devout 
mind,   and    called   by    the    apostte  "  lively 
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cracks ^^"^  ^^n  Uving  nvord^^  &a  because  we 
may  trace  in  every  page  ^  Jesus  Christy  and 
bim  crucified^^  which  St  Paul  has  affirmed  to 
be  the  ^tome  of  the  gospel  itself,  f 

In  those  parts  of  the  Old  Testament  which 
kct  directly  prophfetical,  we  have  at  this  day 
the  same  Holy  Spirit  still  speaking  to  us^  oi  the 
things  which  concern  bur  owa  times,  (and  in 
which  we  are  intimately  interested,)  just  the 
same  as  he  spake  in  old  tiilie  to  the  fathers, 
by  oral  t^timony  and  the  voices  of  living^ 
messengers^  which  were  afterwards  committed 

*  Acts  vii.  S8.  —Of  gJf|«Td  Adyi*  ^ftTFTflc,— who  received  Jthe 
thing  oracles ;  Buch  as  will  always  retain  the  spirit  of  Rfe  ori- 
ginally infused  into  them  ;  and  are  incapable  of  ever  becoming 
Adea4liHery  and  unprofitable  to  edification,  because  they  ex- 
plain the  gospel  itself. 

f  That  the  whole  story  of  the  jews  in  Egypt,  and  in 
the  wilderness,  &c.  has  an  allegorical  and  prophetic  import, 
relaitve  to  the  times  of  Christianity  ^  ha&  been  the  opinion  of  many 
divines,  and  is  strongly  supported  by  St  PauPs  epistles. — ^Thus 
he  interprets  Hagar  of  Mount  Sinai,  and  the  Jewish  covenant, 
originally  designed  to  give  plaqe  to  the  christian.  (Gall.  iv.  24-.) 
And  the  Rock  from  which  water  was  miraculously  drawn  in  the 
extremity  of  drought,  he  applies  to  Jesus  Christ.  ( 1  Con  x,  4,) 
That  Christ  was  also  spiritually  meant  by  the  manna,  or  "brgtrf 
3  C   2 
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to  writing;  and  we  afaall incur  die  Vtotyutnii 
giuk  which  the  jews  did,  of  being  caimaSf 
minded,  and  of  an  unbdieving  and  ilnteadi^ 
Mt  8{»rit,  if  we  also  neglect  them :  for  we 
shall  thus  put  an  equal  contempt  upon  the 
same  feather^  and  the  same  metbwi  of  itutruc^ 
*rw.— For  ^  by&itlH  they  being  dcad^  do  yet 
q)eak»"  (Heh»  »•  4.)  ^  See  therefore  that  ye 
refuse  not  him  that  speaietbi  f or  if  ilvey  escap- 
teA,  niot  who  refused  him  that  spake  on  earth, 
much  more  shall  not  we  escape^  if  we  turn 
^wayfrom  him  that  speaketh  &om  heaven.'* 
(Hehi  sdi,  25.) 

Our  Sariour,  after  his  resurrection,  and 
when  he  was  about  to  take  leave  of  his  dis- 
ciples, opaied  their  minds  to  comprehend  the 

from  heaven/'  by  wUch  dieir  lives  weie  ipimcubuslT-  topport* 
ed^  Jesns  himself  assures  xis.  (John  vii.  58. )  And  that  he  was 
the  substance  of  which  the  paschal  lami,  and  att  other  sacr^a 
were  but  the  shadows,  is  on  all  hands  allowed.  The  whole 
Jewish  economy  has  been  explained  in  an  allegorieal  sensei  and 
indeed  without  such  a  meaning  it  would  be  scarcely  defendUe 
against  the  attacks  of  infidels.  The  most  celebrated  scripture 
characters  are  types  of  Christ  in  their  various  capacities— Jo« 
seph  in  Egypt— 'Moses  in  the  wilderness,  and  David  upon  the 
throne,  are  eminently  and  confessedly  suclk, 


sqmtual  meahUig  isff  the  wri|^tiii««  of  the  (^ 
Tcstametft;  and  beginning  at  Mosts^  he  ex- 
pocmded  to  thetfi  in  aU  the  scriptures^  the 
things  that  mote  immecBaidy  rdated  to  lh<^ 
sufl^ngs  of  the  Mesdas,  asxd  the  introdtic* 
tten  of  the  gospel  df  Bahrtftioti,  hy  fflcAod$  «6 
ncW,  aud  so  strange  to  Ae  app^-ehenwon  <AF 
the  world,  yet  all  to  be  found  in  the  *cript«« 
ofthe  Old  Testament. — ^Ltke  XMir.  27, 44.--" 
The  Psaims  in  particufer,  have  hefcn  petulkrff 
distinguished  by  our  'Saviotir  hhnseff  vfery  itt^ 
quently  quotiiig  Uiem  In  a  propbeticd  sense  i 
and  diere  is  no  part  of  the  scripture  whidh 
abounds  so  much  with  the  divine  radiance  of 
prophetic  ligbt^  or  exceeds  in  grandeur  of 
imagery,  and  poetical  beauty,  those  sublime 
and  inimitable  odes.  They  were  always  a  fa^ 
vorite  part  of  the  synagogue  service,  amongst 
the  ancient  jews ;  and  in  every  raticmal  part 
of  the  christian  ehurch  have  been  also  held 
in  the  highest  degree  of  veneration  and  es- 

♦  TTie  Pentateuch  or  five  books  of  Moses,  txt  coramoflly 
imdemood  by  the  words — Moies^thehw^^he  scripturt.  &c. 
Our  Loid  would  begin  with  the  original  fall,  and  ptx>mi8e  or 
tedemptioOf  in  Genesis. 
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tqem,*  How  closely  they  apply  to  many 
even  minute  incidents^  in  the  passion  of  our 
Lordy  and  the  first  events  of  the  gospel  age, 
it  is  needless  to  point  out.  But  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  Psalms  to  other  events  of  the  cbris^ 
tian  times y  even  to^the  most  remote  period  c^ 
the  world,  is  not  less  accurate  than  to  the 
times  of  the  primitive  christians,  and  the  fim 
conversion  of  the  gentiles.  '  Thus,  they  set 
forth  the  glory  of  Christ^ s  kingdom  fvJbicb  is 
yet  to  come^  and  the  complete  subjection  of  all 
his  enemies  under  his  feet,  with  as  great 
perspicuity  as  they  record  the  mournful  his* 
tory  of  his  passion,  aheady  accomplished :  but 
which,  as  christians,  we  can  never  be  weary 
of  studying  again  and  again,  nor  fail  of  re- 
ceiving additional  edification  and  comfort, 
from  every  fresh  recurrence  to  the  interesting 
history*  ^ 


*  The  msfired  Psalmt  of  David  have  howetrer  heen  oUiged 
to  give  way  to  the  poem  of  Mr  WattSf  (not  quite  woprophdict 
though  more  iiiodera»)  amongst  the  Disaenten  t  which  is  no 
great  proof  of  reverence  for  holy  scripture,  though  it  may  serve 
as  one  reason  for  their  dissenti  amongst  Qthors  of  equakjffl- 
portaxtce« 
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St  Paul,  in  his  character  of  the  man  of 
5 IN,  and  the  full  account  he  has  given  of  the 
strange  doctrines  and  practices  that  were  by 
him   to  be  introduced  into  the  church,  has 
delivered  no  new  prophecy;   but  confirmed,   ' 
elucidated,  and  fixed,  in  a  great  measure  to  a 
certainty  df  lime,  those  which  his'predecessors. 
in  the  prophetic  offite  had  published.     He 
enlarges  upon  the  prophecies  which  relate  to 
this  subject,  and  assures  the  christian  world 
that  they  were  yet  unfulfilled^  but  most  infalli-- 
bly  certain  to  take  place  in  due  time;  for  that 
the  mystery  kA  iniquity  was  even  then  work- 
ing;    He  alludes   more  particularly,  to  the 
prophecies  of  Daniel,  between  whose  little 
boruy  (as  described  Dan.  vii.  24,  &c, — viiL 
23,  &c. — xi.  36,  &c.)  and  St  Paul-s  man  of 
sin;  (in  2  Thess.  ii.  5,  and  i  Tim.  iv.  i,)  there 
is  as  striking  a  resemblance,  as  between  two 
good  pictures  drawn  from  one  original,  by 
different  masters/ 

St.  John,  who  wrote  his  Apocalypse  several 
years  after  the  death  of  St  Paul,  has  collected 
together  the  scattered  lights  of  all  the  former 
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j^ropbeU^  and  brought  them  to  be^r  upoti*  the 
objects  oi  their  de$tiiiatk>ii,  as  the  sunbeams 
are  drawn  to  a  focus  in  a  burning  glass.   And 
he  has  thus,  by  the  guidance  of  the  same  spirit 
of  divine  in^pxrationi  which  od^alljr  spake 
by  these  hciy  men  of  old,  com^nlod  a  pro- 
phetic history,  qf  the  churchy  from  his  own 
time,   down   to   ^^   consunmnation    of  all 
things;  in  which  he  has.  introduced  the  aibn 
stance,  and  sometimes  the  very  words,  and 
the  same  hieroglyphics  and  syinhok,  which 
the  former  prophets  have  made  use  qf ;  and 
ba^  arranged  them  in  a  sort  of  chnm^&jgical 
^rder  tf  timc^  which  was  not  necessary  to  be 
^on^  bf  fpre,  as  they  were  not  then  near  their 
accomplishment,  nor  designed  to  be  then  par- 
ticularly understppd.     But  now  that  the  time 
was  fuUy  cpme^  the  same  hand  which  had 
been  selected  by  the  spirit  dP  wisdom,  to  put 
the  finishing  stroke  to  the  history  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  unveil  the  origincd  divinitjf  of  the 
j^gosj  was  chosen  to  shut  up  the  canon  of 
the  scriptures  with  an  arrangement  and  e/aci- 
dation  of  the  prophetic  history;  and  he  has 
done  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  its  darkness 
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id^ld  be  g^naUy  dispelled^  and  its  di£ScuI* 
ties  cl^ured  up,  step  by  step,  as  the  seve^ 
events,  to  which  its  respective  divisions  re* 
late,  should  unfold  themselves  tb  view.  The 
abrupt,  bold,  and  gaierally  esteemed  unintet 
HgiUe  prophecies  of  the  Psalms,  Isaiah,  J«^- 
miah,  &c*  which  relate  to  the  events  of  the 
last  tkttts^  become  thus  of  inestimable  value, 
iis  ecMrroborating  [^oofs  of  the  same  facts  which 
St  John  relates,  and  are  frequently  of  great 
asristance  to  the  apprehension  of  his  sense. 
Many  of  these  prophecies  seem  to  have  been 
^divered  upon  particular  occasions,  of  a  tem- 
porary importance,  with  which,  in  the  first 
isense,  they  had  a  striking  connection;  and 
were  perhaps  in  those  times  considered  (many 
of  them)  as  thu^  wholly  ft^led^  and  as  hav« 
ing  no  far&er  scope.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  the  instance  of  ancient  Babylon«  The 
many  prophecies  againgst  her,  for  her  cruelties 
to  the  jew5,  her  idolatries^  pride ^  wickedness^ 
and  foncied  security  in  her  greatness  and 
strength ;  having  been  shewn  by  St  John  to 
ba^e  another^  and  much  more  expropriate  ob*- 
3D 
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jcct^  in  all  these  respects,  many  ages  aftet' 

Babylon  m  Chaldea  was  no  more. 

The  namea  of  Babylon,  Egypt,  Sodoiml, 
and  £dom,  as  well  as  the  prophecies  originally 
addressed  to  those  countries^  have  been  applied 
figuratively  to  Rome  j  for  those  offences  against 
humanity  and  religion,  in  which  she  has  imi- 
tated the  crimes,  and  merited  the  punishments 
God  inflicted  upoii  them  respectively,  and  had 
previously  denounced  by  these  oracles*  la  tlus 
manner,  the  ancient  prophets  haVe  extoaded 
their  prospective  view  into  all  periods  of  the 
gospel  dispensation,  or  last  times ;  oftea  with 
the  greatest  minuteness  of  description  ;  of 
which  the  restoration  of  the  j^ews^  and  the 
conversion  of  the  heathen  nations^  whieb  still 
remain  sitting  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death,  the  overthroiv  of  the  papal  apostacy^ 
and  the  gxt^t  peace  and  happiness  of  the  %£H>rld 
thus  to  be  introduced,  are  pregnant  instances 
The  allusion  to  these  very  remote  events  oc- 
curring with  such  frequency  in  the  prophets, 
it  i$  not  to.be  supposed  that  the  tntervening 
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J^ts^  of  the  rise  and  tyranny  of  the  littl* 
«ORN,  or  MAN  OF  SIN,  (wliich  wcfc  acQom* 
panied,  ^nd  followed  by  such  mighty  revolUi* 
tions,  in  which  the  fate  of  the  church,  and 
true  servants  of  Christ  wa^  involved,)  have 
been  left  untouched  by  the  strokes  of  the  pro- 
phetic pencil*  • 

Many  passages  from  the  prophets  hav^ 
therefore  been  happily  applied,  by  the  protes- 
tent  Gomin€;ntators,  in  illustration  of  the  Reve*^ 
Ifi^on  of  St  John ;  and  that  the  description  of 
thi  mystical  Babylon  given  by  St  John  him* 
self,  (m  imitation  of  the  prophets,  and  by  the 
adoption  of  their  prior  characteristics,)  is.  to  be 
appUe4  to  the  city  of  Rome,  is  not  attempted 
to  be  denied  by  several  of  the  most  eminent 
of  the  catholic  writers  themselves*  Father 
Calmet  acknowledges  that  Rome  is  there  under 
ntably  meanjj  being  notoriously  pointed. o.ut;f 
-—first,  by  her  command  over  all  m/ions;-^ 
secondly,  hjhec.crtielty  to  the  saints; — thirdly, 
|>y  her  situation  upon  seven  bills : — to  which 
Jhe protestants haveadded,  fourthly,  her  seven 

*  llev.  xvii,  ZS. 
S  D  2 
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forms  cf  government ;  ca^ed  m  the  propbc^ 
ttile^  se^en  kings^  or  kuigd<nn&  The  only  cBfr 
ference  is,  that  they  apply  the  whofe  propfacGy 
to  ancient  pagan  Rome,  but  ^e  to  both  pagan 
and  papal  Rome,  and  e^dally  the  latter; 
after  she  became  the  eighth  king^  or  govern^ 
xnent  there  mentioned;  or  the  beast  which 
was  wounded  unto  deaths  in  the  dissolution  of 
the  imperial  government|^  in  Augustulus :  but 
whose  deadly  wound  was  heakd  by  the  ijmtpiii- 
tion  and  spiritual  empire  of  the  pQ|)ey  ovcx  tfa^ 
very  same  nations  lately  subject  to  the  west^n 
empire.  This  was,  as  Daniel  describes  that 
of  the  little  horn,  ^diverse  from  nUiOher  king-^ 
domsy^  a  ncm-descript  compound  of  eceleiiast; 
tical  and  polidcal  power,  whose  seat  was  the 
throne  of  the  original  dragon^  or  pagan  cmperot 
of  Rome.  It  thus  became  also  that  modey 
compound  of  ^  iron  mxed  tbitb  miry  ctay^ 
which  Daniel  has  assigned  to  the  ^feet  and 
toesl^ — that  is,  the  terminatmg  parts  of  his 
great  image,  (Dan.  vu  4a,)  which  represooQ 
'  the  babylonian,  the  poraian,  the  gredan,  and 
the  rpman  empires  respectively  j  and  the  lat- 
ter in  a  double  capacity;  first,  in  its  original 


strength^  rcpUBMinri  by  tlie.'%r  ^mM  hrm-i 
and  aftertwd^  in  its  dfedine  sod  faU^  aikd  riM 
geneoitioEi  in  a  ndwand  modey.constitutioo 
of  church  power  and  traipc^  authoiicj  blende 
ed  togedxer,  and  represented  by  the, fie t  and 
tocj  of  iron  timed  with  iuMi  sndmiry  clayJ^ 

St  John  ha8  dedicated  ^  condddcaUe  ptt( 
of  his  Revdation  to  the  description  of  the 
Beast,  in  iis  diffennt  Mates  ^  iirst|  as  the 
pprseciidng  pagan  rom^  empirdi  or  tbi  dta^ 
gtm;  and  next,  as  the  antichidstian  rOmiudi  em% 
pire,  or  beast  Vfbicb  rose  out  of  the  sea^  (Rev* 
xiii.)  to  whom  ^  the  dromon  yielded  up  his 
pow^r,  and  his  sSat,  and  great  aitfhority  }^ 

f  Calmet  derives  the  qame  of  Roin$^  from  the  greek  word 
^tifi^^-^strenph  ;  and  says,  with  St  Jerome,  that  chittim^  whicl^ 
signifies  to  h-eai  dr  trituef  is  ptit  for  Ifdy.  (Numb,  icxfr.  ^4r) 
This  ia  stroa|^  oorrobonHed  by  tbe  epithets  of  itnry^,'  Hrri* 
Iknesi,  and  cnufy,  ascribed  to  |he  Romans,  in  all  the  prophe- 
cies of  Daniet. 

It  it  remark^le  that  the  hiif  tfpirit  df  pn)|>hec!]r,  vthid^ 
sees  firora  be^nmog  lo  and  at  6m  viow^  derives  the  Ithaaetcutm 
istics  by  which  it  distinguishes  different  objects,  from  some  na*, 
tural  gttoSfy  in  the  subject,  or  some  original pecuUarity^  or  name^ 
by  which  it  has  been,  cnrtrlQ  b^  hereajta-^  emittently  distrA* 
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even  as  unlveml  a  suptemacjr  in  ^iiimais^ 
and  the  arrogancy  of  chosch  audiontj,  as  .his 
predecessor  in  the  same  scat^  the  .western  Ro- 
man emperor^  bad  eogoyed  in  tempoi^als*-^ 
This,  in  oonjundion  with  the  second  ^if^zi/ 
wtdcb  came  up  out  tf  the  earthy  (ox  immediate 
principality  of  Rome,  and  which  means  the 
person  of  the  pope  himself,)  constitutes  the 
whole  antichrisdan  confederacy,  of  church 
hierarchy  supported,  by  the  secular  arm^  in  all 
the  kingdoms  subject  to  her  spiriti|al  doQUj^« 
ion.  (Rev*  xvii,  ly.) 

The  description  thus  giveo  by  anticipation, 
In  several  distinct  points  of  view,  is  so  accu? 
rate,  and  so  agreeable  to  what  the  world  has 
^ince  seen  in  matter  of  fact,  that  there  is  no 
xpistaking  thp  appUcation,  in  the  sensfe  in 
which  it  has  been  understood  by  the  protest- 
ants  j  nor  any  possibility  of  applying  it  to 
any  other  power  tliat  has  ever  yet  appeared. 
Jndeed  there  is  but  litde  of  the  prophecy  now 
remaining  to  be  fulfilled,  and  that  chiefly  the 
last  act  of  the  dreadful  tragedy,  by  the  coming 
of  the  day  of  Christ,  appointed  for  tho  final 


decision  ot  ibe^  ionwtmtrsy  6f  Ziort^  and  the 
awarding  of  tfeid  retribution  of  justice  to  the 
tyrant  himselt  This  righteous  conclusion  of 
a  long  triumphant  tyranny,  the  prophet  Da* 
vid  seems  to  allude-  to  in  Ihfe  tiitith  Psalm.-— 
*^  Thou  hast  r^ked  /be  bedtbtn^  thou  haist 
destroyed  the  wicKSDithou  hast  put  out 
their  name  for  evet  ind  ever.  0 !  tbou  ene^ 
my  /  *  Destructions  tare  come  to  a  perpetud 
end:  and  (though)  thou  hast  detfroyed  dties, 
(sgid)  their  memorial  is  perished  with  them ; 
^— yet  now,  thine  end  is  comfe  I— The  Lord 
4haU  endure  for  ever,,  he  hath  prepared  his 
throne  for  judgment. — ^The  Lord  also  will  be 
a  refuge  for  tiie  oppressed,  a  refuge  in  times 

*  Thi  ««rW'— ift  an  ephhet  by  which  the  psalmist  in  severd 
pointed  passage*  disdoguishes  some  powerful  bmemy  of  tb« 
churdi, — and  St  Paul  has  shewn  vfho  wax  meant.  He  calls 
this  persecuting  power  **  the  heathen**  twice  over,  to  denotfe  d 
speaes  ofheaihmtm  peculiarly  detestable,«-an  afoxtaey  from  the 
knowledge  of  God  communicated  to  them»  ^d  whiqh  he  for^ 
tells  will  one  day  be  punished  by  divine*  justice  in  such  an  ex- 
emplary manner,  that  all  the  world  shall  confess  the  finger  of 
bod  manifest  in  it.  God  will  be  distinguished  by  his  righteous 
judgments,  as  well  aft  his  mercies*  The  wicked^  the,  aftvtatet% 
ihall  meet  their  destruction  in  a  net  of  their  own  prepariog,  , 
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it  e^r^/H^and  lar^e  ;>^hc  |)ile  thertof  it  iirc 
and  mvah  vrbad,  the  breath  of  the  L<ird)  lik 
0  streain  cf  irinutontrf  daib  kintile  it."  (UaL 

ragvlplitd*  •»  k«ig  98  t&e  woiU  itself  jhdaaulinQo-TUt  ^ 
bennoilier  circ^msUace  of  reseniUaace  |q  Sodom*  m  this  di- 
vine judgment.  And  again,  as  they  haVe  puoithed  the  «ainU 
of  Jesus  tyjircf  so  will  tBtir  juJ^meni  also  &  iyjife  ; — an3  they 

yJttfaiiscia«ytSBci>,iwtrfwgreii>*       '0»ig^ 

•<  Kd  kw  m6re  juMi  fbuft  thstt  &&  tyrsmtt  U 
Tb<  Tictibui  of  thdr  emu  iogeaioiM  cnidty  t'' 

the  Butchery,  or  {>laoe  of  slai^fater  at  Jeruaaksu  It isiaid 
tha^a  tonttmuJJbrg  was  kept  thfei^  to  omumbc  tht^arcsMS  vA 
filth  brought  hither  ftom  the  cily^  Into  die  iHDfr  plv^  ^ 
«ast  the  ashes  and  remaine  of  the  im^  rffiAc  CMf  when 
they  weft  efttcrmiMlted*  It  was  a  {HsBatiad  and  iioctaaplaeei 
\rfiete  they  itted  to  HkuM  ttm  vikmwnm  to  'Mntk  diqr  isM 
Burial.  (Jer.  viii.  92;— six.  11—13.)  CMMia  ihidc  the 
name  of  ToiHBt-i  which  dignifies  a  dirum^  was  gtftn  to  the 
yaBey  of  Hinnom,  because  thei^  they  sacvifioed  their  CSnUrea 
^0  the  idol  god  Moloch  j  and  by  bestf;  of  dnim  drowoedtbe 
cnes  of  the  tortured  victims* 

'  Cslnet^  howifver^  h^  provided  awyther  t»«  for  T^wr, 
than  that  greatadd  dmd  personld^  #Uch  iettAs  to  hiiveljeeQ 
intta  pfopfaet^s  eye,  andfoir  #h08e^d*on  tins  ^hce  (he  ttyO 
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The  liosd  d[  the  fjmx.  apostacf^.  the  qtpii^. 
jp)e^afO«p«d  apd  ifn^eriouft^dcopit^  catfargiifid 
hi^^feo^  :kin0(  iio4  mx^stot^  ted  ^siKijring 
the  sceptce  and  crazier  ttOMttd,  fajr  la  OHxed 
temporal  and  spiritual  empire ;  at  wbpae 
frown  the  greatest  monatchs  trembled  on 
thetr  thrones ;  is  iier^  and  in  tmxxf  other 

*•  was  ordmned  of  oW^  Calmet  hat  fitted  it  up  for  Scanacherib 
the  aesTrian,  to  whose  defeat  (he  thinks)  this  passage  alludes  \ 
and  Bkkop  Lowdi,  ^»ta  teitowt  wtwaA  $t  than  fiiw  pwy>w> 
^ies  of  la^A  vpoa  tfe  tenpoiary  dcsfot  Scnaacherib.  seems  to 
incline  |o  t|f  s^me  notion.:  for  he  says — '<here»  the  place 
where  the  Assyrian  army  was  destroyed,  is  catted  Tobhst  hy  € 
neUmymy,  (or  figure  of  speech) ;  for  the  assyri^in  army  was  de- 
stroyed probably  at  a  greater  dktance  from  JenitiWroy  ^nd 
quiu  Ml  the  o/foski  side  tf  the  aiy/*^tut  the  ^eetn^ction  of 
Sennadierib  was  not  by  ^  vskamjin^  {of  which  the  proiAiet's 
wvrdsareaplaindescription*)  bm:  by  a  suffhcsUt^g  Uasit  not 
unusual  in  those  countria»  and  which  i^  weU  described  in 
Bntce'aTntveb**  This,  ^s  befng  sent  by  divine  Providence  at 
that  criticd  OMyuocture*  is  figuratively  called  in  scripture  *^  lU 
mgeU  mr  WMStHger  of  the  £An//^-«-but  does  not  answer  to  the' 
prophet't  descriptios  of  Tophet,  is^t  and  large^  and  stored 
ivUb  eamhutHk  tnaUtUdst  emd  ardaUted  of  old  for  some  personage 
of  ndtabfe  importance  to  such  a  preparation-  I  therefore  con« 
elude  that  it  is  a  prophetic  description  (which  coincides  with^ 

other  passages  to  the  same  effect)  of  the  punishment  reserved 

•*  * 

♦    Id  Bnice*s  Tr«veb»— and  Tbeveaot*8  Voynije,  part  l«  lib.  li. 
cap.  SO.  d'c.  •  » 

^  E   ^ 


prfif^Kiec^^  called  aiii^,  and  under  the  em* 
blcm  of  a  Giawned  beaat,  or  govemiBeiit)  is 
to  coQsidertd  in  the  Reveladoo^i  and  has  been 
claned  as  such  amongst  the  soverdgns  of  Eu- 
rope. 

The  OTerthrow  of.  the  popish  thrones, 
(which  is  to  take  place  in  the  course  of  the 
seven  last  plagues,  the  precurscm  of  this  final 
ruin,)  wherever  the  mention  of  it  is  introdoo 

for  ihegreai  nemy  «fihe  ehtnhf  mid  ad^enary  of  Chritti  %  per- 
fldotge  of  infinitdy  more  consequence  than  any  individual  ty- 
Tsnt ;  as  hii  wickedness  and  cruelties  ha^e  exceeded  those  of 
all  other  tyrants»  and  his  reign  has  continued  for  1260 years; 
by  a  continued  succession  of  men  sustainhig  one  and  the  same 
character  of  the  man  cfim.  His  end  will  therefore  be  made  to 
bear  a  resemblance  to  his  oimesy  both  in  the  natnit  of  it  ^/ 
Jlrff  and  in  the  l^ng  Juration  of  tie  fumhrnent.  Lowth  nys* 
that  the  Talley  of  Hinnom  was  called  abo  Gehenna,  which  wai 
the  word  in  common  use  amongst  the  jews  y^r  heUt  ^  thefaci 
of  gtimal  fuauhmeni^  and  is  used  by  our  Sanoar  in  the  gospel, 
in  the  same  sense.  (Matt,  t-  SO^^xxiii.  33.)  The  Chaldee 
paraphrase  on  Isaiah  xxxiis.  14,^^^  Who  amongst  us  shall 
dwell  with  the  devouring  fire,  who  amdtigst  us  shall  dwell 
with  evetlasting  burnings  V*  renders  it  <*  in  the  GehcDua  of 
rvrrlasdng  firci** 

*  Dan.n.  40—44;  Tii.24;  viii.23;  zi.d6. 
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ed,  k  adw^ys  de8mbed«ifr  tKe  s&me  terms  2^  it 
is  here,  vrbtvt  this' account  -of  Tophet;  the 
comfeding  act  rftlie  tragedy,  occurs,  THtia/ 
in  Isaiah  xxx*  26^  the  prophet  begiusliis  de^' 
scription  of  hi«  fall,  with  the  great  increase  of 
light  and  uniter^  kfldwledge,  bjr  wHich  and- 
chrifit  had'bceti  gradually  mnsuming.^--^  Mbre- 
otrer,  the  Kght  of- the  wioon*  shall  be  as  the 
light  qS,  the  stin/snd^the  iighf-pf  the  SQii  shalt 
be  se^enfold^  as  the  Hght  of  aeren  days,  in  f  fae 
day  that  the  Lord  himktb  up  the  breacb  ofbh 
people^  aiul  healetb  the  stvolGe  of  their  wound'* 

But  this  happy  change  will  not  be  effected 
without  great  previous  political  convulsions  in 
the  world.   "  Behold  the  name  of  the  Lord,*' 

*  I  haTe  before  observed  that  tbe  moon  is  emblematical  of 
ihtjeiinib  economy 9  or  her9  perhaps  of  the  scripture  of.  the  Old 
Tuiametitt  as  opposed  to  the  clearer  and  stronger  light  of  the, 
gotpel  revehtipn.  Both  ynU  be  now  better  and  mor^  gene- 
Tally  understood  i  and  the  Old  Testament  wiH  cast  its  Jight 
upon  the  awakened  jews,  to  tbetr  convie^  ;  whil^  the  gospel^ 
will  receire  an  equal  increase  of  luminQU?  iUustration*  to  the, 
cohversim^  of  ike  ovi^Oandu^  t^Mhentf  and  the  cqia&sion  otaU. 
its  adTcrsaries.— — ^Tbe  purity  of  religion,  both  in  knowledge 
und  practice,  is  commonly  represented  by  Ughu 


^^tbe  power  of  Chnrt^  fidiog  oq  etmptering 
ami  to  conqmr^y^-^  .cMrnelb  item  far,  Inmlng 
y^ith  his  anger,  and  the  luiscden  ihdmf  if 
heavy  ;*'r^(tfaf  hbtor|r  <^  thjtf:  time  mil  be  a 
kJejfvfce;)''-^  Ins  lipe  aee  f«2l  of  iaigna. 
tion,  nod  his  longuf  nfr  a  d«w«i^iig  £r(^  and 
hifi  breach  a$  aa  <>ViwfiovHog  41^ 
to  the  ipidit  of  the  nedki,  t^  s^t  ^  mtm 
ttdtb  the  neve  joffbanity  ;f  tgk<i  «hei»  aM  I« 
a  hridle  im  lSMyam%  of  the  tpwplei  caum^tksi 
to  err.^'%    ^  Aod  the  Loid  ehaU  eauie  his  glo-^ 
rlotti  xtokt  to  he  hcvdi^n^-^jr  Israeli 


♦  Reiu  Tt.  2|  xix.  Jl«  . 

f  Bishop  Lowth  iTiBd^et  tt«-«<  t0  tow  tk  napons  witli 
the'van  of  perditioiu"  Are  not  the  effects  of  this  vin&ov- 
INO  vArHiMe  now  diicentiblef  it  was  lonnerijr  employed 
upon  tke  unheUering  jews,  (Amps  ix.  %)  as  now  it  is  qpen  tbe 
MATiast  in  the  iftqitaqr. 

t  ^  A  MA,"  «qf9  Lowtfit  ^  i|  «ned  to  A'lvet atoit  « 
At  right  way ;  bnt  the  MSe  Which  God«  on  thh  occasion, 
tiA  pill  in  the  jaws  of  the  peoj^y  •shaBnot  diveec^unarigirti 
but  atisk  Om  irr^  an4  lead  them  into^ettniciioft;*'  It « «^' 
dently  meant  tb  signify  jomt  Amiiga  jtOgmoA^  amdbHo  that 
intimated  in  Ismdi  idx*  II,  ftndin  «t¥»ml*a  propheer^^^ 
j*«ri»f  M»H^;^  aiid  Dani*ri,^i#t^<he^d£cd  j«rf«*t^ 
J*ani//'  (Dan.  wi.  10,)  in  Wbidi  Ut  JiAn  peffcctJf  conwld^ 
jwith  him>  Rev.  adv.  3L        ' 


lathcrt^'txirnadafdGiaf  MT)  and  hfihitmeAi 

nknt^  upoH  Act.  afosUity^m-^  add  diall  ilieM? 
tte  lig^ifig  Ama  q£  hk  Vfiit  with,  die  mikf^ 
vaAoa  of  1m  atigsr^  and  \ifidL  die flaiM  a£« 
devouring  fire,  with  scatterjfi^  Oi^tdlff^^ti^ 
and  iailstone4J^--^The$t  are  the  constant  pro- 
phelical  efilbrtaia.^i;pFMt  paJKti^  oooEfefitv  find 
revobfioaa--^**  For  lfofQ^gh  the  Qf'^ 

Lord  ahqtt  the  a^iIsa^  }]m  t^eitten  4mm» 

*  tt  is  this  vexse  which  has  caused  the  whole  passaj^  to  jbe 
appUed  in  a  Rteral  sense  to  Sennacleriit  whiea  it  is  certain  that  at 
leiflt  Ac  conclMiilg  pMt  taiaot  posMhIy  besa  i^fied,  bttt  ap* 
jilies  (consistently  with  the  geaeial  scope  of  the  prophecies)  to 
fie  mysfk  king  of  Baiylon*  Sennadieribt  as  the  tyrant  of  (he  day. 
was  appositely  mhrodiued  as  a  tjpe  6f  an  enemy  to  the  church 
of  God«  of  far  greater  importsmce  than  himself^  It  seems  bttr« 
deting^  ilpon  «bsuardity)  to  imagine  that  topmst»  (as  here  de- 
sertbed'*>*deep  andlargty  ^c«)  and  ail'th^  pompous  apparatus 
of  the  previous  political  hurricant,  and  its  wondierfnl  effects  to 
theimpi9iMiia6i»t<^$he|iK»valwofM9  flhouU  hi»re  faMo  p^par* 

af  piq)fMfati(so  /rmjks  keprntrng.  ofiie  nwttMj  rwttitiag  «nly  te 
the  sifpOl  •£  6  <»d'4  ym^  lar  ^he  traio  ju>  fae  ind^  and  the  st«* 
meaA0ttt)^c|faaiofttoi)dRieSaKl»*«*'and  att  tliia4ip0a«coo«»c 
«(4aiMiidb«|3>i  ^riitt.farMebn€hadnc&s«r#ndTitsia»<die^two 
dutfOiQQrfrsitf  JexHirfpiib  «n4  AnCiof bias  EyfffcaiMs.^whe  ^» 
\x^^t\omfkrt»Afmiucut»dmdfi^  whrJi^qfGotlf 
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ioUch  smote  with  a  rod.  And  m  evay  ptaee 
where  the  grounded  staffs  shall  pass,  which 
the  Loid  shall  lay  upon  hiaii  it  shall  be  with 
tabrets  and  harps ;  and  vn  battles  of  sbakh^ 
will  he  fight  with  tu  Fw  Tophet  b  or- 
dained of  old,  &&*' 

Previous  to  &e  bpening  of  the  subter- 
raneous gulph,  the  prophet  intimates  that  the 
scourge  of  God  will  receive  his  commisnon,  to 
go  forth  and  chastise  the  inveterate  enemy  of 
the  church,  by  a  retdHation  of  bloody  for  the 
blood  which  he  hath  shed  in  almost  every 

and  was  in  advenary  next  in  importance  Xq  antichrist  hiaud^ 
and  a  type  worthy  of  him,)  no  such  mighty  preparation  was 
80  much  as  once  mentioned*  The  history  of  Sennacherib  is 
r^ted  in  Isaiah  xxxvi.  and  in  the  books  of  Kings  and  Chio* 
niclesy  without  any  mention  of  topsst,  but  with  a  conduibn 
totally  difirnnu 

^  Thi^grmmJU  iUff*1  Lowth  says  *<  no  one  hai  yet  been 
abk  to  make  any  (olerabk  sense  ^  ihegr^nmJedst^;**  and 
dierefiMe,  with  Lc  CHeic,  upon  good  authority,  he  xttiden  it 
much  flMwe  consistently, — <*  whensoever  shall  pass  tht  t^vf 
eomcAmf  whadi  Jehoirah  shall  lay  hesvilf  i^pon  him/'-i^wbich 
corfesponds  exactly  with  Isaiah  xxviii.  18— ^<  «vben  the  mwr^ 
JhnuigMufgi  shall  pass  throi^h,  then  shall  ye  be  tiodden 
down  by  it*'*.    See  also  Isa.  xsr.  5|  imSL  3|.  Jaoii^  8$  x«  Qy 


cfarittbol  hsi^    Hiis^^l  take  up  a  eotmder^^ 

abl«^  dme^^i'Ciccaaori  severe  and  furiods  ' 
cofite^i  ind  dreadfid  r^oludons,  before  the* 
deep  ^tnick;  roots  of  the  monstrous  and  ugly' 
cj^hescefce  shall  ^e  effeftualfjr  drawn  out.—  ' 
""W^vAihiaUkybfsbakmg^'^  (dreadful  and 
satigdinify  confticts,  which  will  .cause  the 
tBrones  6f  popery  to  sbahc  from  their  founda^ 
tions\)   the  powerful  monster  will  contend  ' 
wiib  the  breaker y  by  fate  appointed  to  Bis  de- 
structiour     His  end,  however,  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  struggle,   (and  after  a  deceitful 
calm^  which  fiattero  him'  with  an  entire  re- 
storation irf  his  pristine  greatness,)  i?  doubt-^ „ 
less  to  be  such  as  is  here  foretold  j  for  several 
otber  prophecies  sctm  Mnltcdiy  to  have  pro- 
noUnded  wch  a  catastrbphe  and  doom  for  the 
imperial  %ut  impioiis  city,  by  suffering" "the 
vengeance  of  an  everlasting  fir^*** 

Sodom  is  said,  to  Jiaipc  .been  punished  by 
an  everlasting  desttuctim^  and  by.  an' ever^ 
/<;i///^^^rrrt  ,i^.^niuch  as  a  firesupefnatiiral, 
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or  Ifonched  1^  divine  qcMlunaod  from  ca^, 
clouds,  was  the  agent  employed;  and  the  de- 
vastation occ^oned  by  it  was  of  such  a  na- 
ture,  that  it  has  exhil^ited  .the  efiects  of  it 
upon  the  face  of  that  county  ever  since,  and 
will  continue  so  to  ^o  to  the  end  of  time; 
ThuSj^  though  the  original  burning  he  now 
extinguished,  the  rmn  is  everlasting;  and  re- 
mains even  a  proverbial  mqmori^l  of  the  ex- 
cessive wickedness  of  that,  devoted  place.  But 
in  the  case  of  the  mysdc  Babylon,  it  seems 
that  the  fire  by  which  she  will  perish,  will 
issue  from  a  different  source,  and  have  the 
npability  of  being  literally  ev.erlastis^j  which 
8t  John,  in  the  combined  sense  of  all  the  pro- 
phecies, declares  will  be  jhe  ca?€  :r-r"  ^nd  ber 
smoke  rose  up  for  ever  and  ever^^  (Rev.xix.3j 
xiv.  1 1.)  This,  as  being  worthy  of  particu- 
lar remark,  is  mentioned  again,  in  two  places 
more ;  Rev.  xviii.  9,  1 8.  And  still  more 
strongly  to  impress  the  notice  of  this  circum- 
stance,  (which  the  all  wise  Spirit  of  divine  in- 
epiration  will  not  suffer  to  he  lightly ^  totscbed 
ypm^  or  overlooked^)  besides  all  this  previous 
mention,  it  occurs  yet  again.  Rev*  xix.  ao: 
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"  Ari^'tlfe  beaVt  wa§  takeh,  *  and  x^^fe  Biti'  the 
false  prophet  that  wrought  miracles  before 
him,  With  which  he  deceived  them  that  had 
'received  thb,markof  the  beast,  and  therh  that 
woi^hippefd  hb  image*  These  were  both 
cast  alive  into  a  take  of  Jire  burning'  with 
briimtorie.'* 

.  .  Tliis  gives  u«  a  very  exact  idea  of  -an  im- 
mense crater  of  a  new  volcano,  instantaneousljr 
opening*  underneath  the  city  and  patrimony 
of  St  Peter ;  of  a  capacity  sufficient  to  engulph 
the  whole,  and  worthy  oF  being  described  iiere 
as  **  A  l^c  of  firt^  burning  with  hrim^tone^ 
In  which  conjecture,  (a4  being  nothing  impro- 
bable,) the  wdl  known  nature  of  the  country 
iw^ 'amply  bear  me  out.f 

*  It  also  explaiqs  the  **»fr!Fr  DEsrkuiTitkif/*  (2  Pet.  ii  1.) 

f  Sec  Sir  William  Ha.r.iltoii'a  Tract,. aadBridone.'8  Tour  — 
Bridorie  (vol.  i.  p.  183,)  relates  thrt  in  the  neighboiiriMKid  of  . 
Mount  Mtin  it  ia  conSd^ly.^elieved  that  htli  is  in  that  place, 
aud  that  an  Engliiih  queen  (Ann  Bo!eyne)  is  burrm^  there  for 
th4  trime  of  lia^ag  converted  her  husband  from  being  z  chkis- 
TiAN  to  become,  an  heretic.  .Time  and  events  may  shortly 
jprove  tliat  it  is  not  an  English  queen,  but  a  RpMAM  FojSTirs 
4r  two  who  'have  lodgifigs  there* 
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laonial^  i^ees  well  widi  such  a  ropposi- 
tion,  for  he  sayai  of  Babykm^  (Jer.  li.  25,)— 
.^Eehdd!  Lam  againat  thee,  Q  idettroying 
mountain^^saith  the  Lord,  xyhkh  dettroyest.  all 
the  earth ;  and  I  will  ctretch  out  miae  hand 
upon  thee,  and  rol-  thee  down  from  the 
rocks,  and  will  make  thee  a  burnt  mountain  j** 
and  (1.  40,)  he  says,  that  "  she  shall  be  over- 
thrown as  God  overtbretj  SoBOM  and  Gomojbl^ 
RAHy^ — ^that  b  by  Jire.  But.  nothii^  of  this 
land  happened  to  ancient  Babylon,^  and  the 
prophecy  must  relate  (as  St  John  also  apj^ies 
fit)  to  mystical  Babybn,  which  sdll  exists,—* 
but  of  which  he  says,  (Rey.  xviiL  8^9,)  ^sl^ 
shall  be  utterly  burnt  with  ;fire^^^^9X^.x!tiaSi 
too  of  God's  own  kindling)— •'y&r  strong  is 
the  Lord  God  who  judgeth  her ;' — and  those 
in  her  connection  *^  shall  bewsul  her,  and  la^ 
ment  for  her,  when  they  shall  see  the  smoke 

OF  HER  BURNING." 

The  prophecies  all  seem  to  intimate  that 
the  burning  Idee  where  she  .has  been  en- 

*  Babylon  ia  Cbaldea  was  in  a  low  lituationf  and  her  de- 
struction was  by  WATEfty  as  Isaiah  by  a  Ritrid  fropUty  had 
furetold.  (Isai.  xiv.  23.)  ^ 
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^Iphdd^*  sKali^  reiaain  a  smoking  mmimeMt  of 
G$d^s.  exemplary. yengeanuto the  eudof  timt» 

'  for.  Isakhi,  apca^og  ofihe  Iiappy^timesiofilbe 
ftgenecsfition;  orithe.milkiiary  sabbadfk^f  peooe 
jHad  hoUmss  uponjeaith^  daring  .which.  G6m/ 
»i//  \relgn  iia  the  ^hearts  -Rnd  actibns  of  tte 
£u£hfal,  mentions ievea  then/^be^sdisieficd  ^ 

.  thk'*  ppo^^us-  crMr  0/  lifuid^j^^^^  And 
they  shall  go fordi andlobk lipon the  carcasses 
of  the  men  that   have    transgressed  against 

^fneif'-i^([or'  the  'horrible  jilace  at  Itatst  Where 
thej  hate  beeft  cngiilphcd,'  hnd  •  femain,^-^ 

^'fbt  ^thiir^iTt^otrA  ■  shall  hot  die/  utiilrer  sBail 

ibSif^^rc  be  qtieAcBed:  and  they  'shaft  be  an 
abhorring  Onto  ill  ftesh."  '^    •  -  -      ' 

-^J  ^tn^at  this^tifetiieiiaous  doom  belorigs  Indeed 
XB''mystic^Biibylon\'  appears  froiti  •  its  feeing  sb 
ajjpfied^by  St  John/  (RdvikiV.  li.)—.*^  AriH 
the'i  s^ke  of  fheir  lor  merit  '*  b deride th '  'up  fdr 
^hefand  ^^rr;'  aod  ftey  have  m  l:6st^  day.iKftr 
night,  who  worslHp  the'  beast  ^ '  Ks  ifriajgif, 
and   whosoever  recciveth  the  mark  of  his 
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Undoubtedly  dme  alone  can  esplam  the 
full  and  exact  mcanmg  which  is  couched  un- 
icr  these  figurative  expressions ;  but  that  so 
far  as  concerns  Tophbt,  prepared  and  •*  ot'- 
dainedof  oU^^  for  this  ancient  and  mystic 
kingy  (after  a  due  consideration  of  alT  this 
corroborating  evidence^)  it  should  seein  diere 
can  remain  no  doubt  but  that  part  at  hast^ 
wiU  be  literally  fulfiUed 

^  Known  unto  God  are  all  hia  works,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  creation  j'*  and,  by  his 
almighty  power,  a  suitable  prepaxadon  is  made 
for  every  events  which  his  infinite  wisdom 
foreknew.  It  has  been  remarked  by  historians, 
that  volcanic  Jires  have  been  known  to  burst 
out  in  the  very  streets  of  Rome  }*  and  k  is 
highly  probable,  that  from  the  near  neighbour- 
hood of  Mount  Vesuvius,  iEtna,  andStrom- 
boli^  the  earth  //  excavated  underneath  to  a 
very  ivide  ^^/M/,-7*possiblyi  throu^iout  the 
whole  of  Sti^^ter's  patiimiony,  or  the.  teni- 

•  Vide  IKonis»Hnt.  lib.  hTU  IB  Tito,  quoted  by  KA^ 
Newton  ToL  iiu  p.  523, 


tones  oF  l6e  cliUrch :  and  the  magazioe  oi 
combustibles  is  ineijhaustible,  and  inflammable 
air,  "  like  a^str^a^.  of  brimtone^^  i-eady.wait- 
iqg  for.tbe  brcatkcf  the  Lont  to  kindle  it--^- 
Then  will  the  mighty  explosion  hurst  forth  vi 
ah  instant  J  the  jbin  shell  wijl  give  way  by^ 
whi(;h|he.x»Q4sm  SAbyk)^  W  \i&m,  supgort^/ 
cd,  (while.  God  waited  as  in  the  djiys*  of  Noah  • 
for  her  reformation,  but  expected  in  vain,) 
and  she  will  sink  into  the  abyss  of  liquid Jirc 
beneath^  and  leave  not  a  wreck  behind :  *^  For 
it  is  the  day  of  the  Lord's  vengeance,  and  the 
year  of  recompences  fw  iJbc  coutrovirsy  qf 
Zion.    Aqd  the  streams  thereof  shall  be  tum^ 
id  into  pitchy  and  the  diwt  thereof  m/^  ^r/i»- 
stonc^  and  the  land  thereof  shall  become  burn^ 
ing  pitch.    It  shall  net  be  quenchfid  night  nor 
day,  the  smtjike  ibcrecf  sbaU  go  up  far  ever. 
From  generation  to  generation  it  shall  lie 
waste,  none  shaU  pass  through  it  for  ever 
AND  EVER."*  (Isaiah  g^xiv.  8.) 

*  •fhis  passage  of  Isaiat,  orthe  destructio;i  of  Edom,  was 
by  the  jews  always  understood  of  Rope,  which  they  called 
mystical  j^/pin.  The  name  aigniiies  redi  mi  ho^  notoviously 
Rome  hath  taken  to  herself  the  epithet  of  r^J>  ( Rev«  xyli.  4,) 


hfiie  hbed  Jbfi  btth  A/ti,  fpA.bf,  the  ^ff^^^  ro&rf  cff  ^t^fOfp 
auid  cardinalsi  is  wel)  knowiv .  If  thi^  description  x>f  ^a  country 
desolated  fcy  fclcanic  nre  does  not  hereafter  apply  to  Rome, 
there  ccrtiAly  lino  othef  country  to'^which  it*1ias  ever  yet 
becB^applicabW  rfr  to  ifehicU:  it  ik  «b>eiiikdyia>BppIf,  from  ♦ 
the  nature  ,of  tjic  8oU.  ,,Tbc  inejporahl^  eaithquakes!  jtt  lAsboo/ 
and  at  Mes&ina,  d^c»  ar^.proof?  how*wi4ely  extensive  the  sub. 
terraneous  macjnals  sdv,  Und*  how  i^ery' particularly  they  have 
alivdld^j)^^  ^  catboSc  amirUi  m  mJ ihdt-  tiidh'tiluogs  az«^ writ*' 
toyrai^niMtk.fuifiilQ^!  ..1  .-    '/^      •    *'•-'  ' 
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id  DOUBLE  Pall  the  propbttk  doom  of  Mrs^ 
TIC  BABtLON.'^The  first  has  taken  place 
ulrtddy^  and  heen  of  shvub  progress  j-^tbt 
second  will  advance  with  more  rapid 
^trides^^^Isaiab'^s  poetical  picture  of  the 
descent  of  mock-majesty  into  JSades^^^A 
brief  sketch  of  popery  ^  in  the  day  of  its 
powef'-^Hind  in  the  day  of  its  judgments 

XT  has  beea  already  observed,  that  the  ris^ 
of  the  papal  pow^  laod  greatness  wad  not 
all  at  oiK:ey  but  by  ilow  degrfees^  until  the 
dissolutitm  of  the  imperial  authority  had  madi 
room  for  it;  after  whi^it^advanced  by  mor4 
rapid  strides :  aad  similar  to  this,  progress,  wiU» 
in  all  probability,  its  fall  and  final  extinction 
be,  "  Babylon  is  fallen'^isfalleti^'-^v^2&  th^ 
alarm  truiypet  iixA  ^Unded  by  t^e  prophet 
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Isaiah,*  upwards  of  one  hundred  yfcars  be^r^ 
the  real  city  of  Babylon  in  Chaldea  had  at- 
tained to  the  zenitli  of  her  greatnesd.-^  And 
the  game  is  by  St  John  ^Uttered  again,  as  a 
prophecy  still  future^  and  applicable  to  another 
Babylon,  after  the  original  city  so  called  had 
for  long  above  one  hundred  years  before  been 
sunk  into  obscurity.  **  Babylon  is  fallen^-^is 
fallcn^^  (Rev.  xiv«  8,  and  again,  xviii.  2);  So 
that  there  seems  to  be  something  marked  and 
peculiar  in  the  fall  of  mystical  Babylon^  fix>m 
this  repetition  of  her  fall,  once  in  Isaiah,  and 
twice  by  St  John;  which  shews  thit  both 
prophecies  refer  to  the  same  object.  What 
the  mystery  is  that  lies  couched  under  the 
double  fall^  will  be  better  explained  by  the 
event,  ttian  by  tfemerarious  conjectures  befote* 
hand,  if  indeed  we  dre  no^  premature  for  bet 
first  fall)  which  possibly  Commenced  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  reformation^^  For  iroiax 
that  time  she  hatH  been  slowly  **  consuming 
by  the  breath  of  the  Lord^  and  by  the  spirit  of 
bis  moutb;^\—2SiA  is  now  very  perceptibly 
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thereby  ^^ fallen  from  her  high  estate;^  and 
become,  by  the  bold  and  open  denunciation 
qf  th#  two  witnesses,  what  St  John  author- 
ised  them  to  decl^ire  her,  "  the  habitation  of 
devils^^ — (which  are  there  worshippe4  as 
?airited  gods)--—**  and  the  bold  of  evtry  foul 
spirit y  and  a  cage  of  every  unclean  and  hateful 
Urdr  (Rev.  xviii.  ^.)  "Therefore"  shall 
her  second  fall  nom  come  quickly — ^'^  her 
places  shall  come  in  one  day^^ — that  is^,  in  a 
ipupid  succession,  or  within  a  compartively 
short  compass  of  time, — ^^  death,  and  moum^ 
ipg,  and  famine;  apd  she  shall  be  utterly 
hfirnt  nxfltb  Jir^r^^ 

In  the  harvest^  or  reaping  of  the  full  ripe 
crop,  (Rev.  xiv.  15,)  and  the  vintage  which 
follows  it,  and  appears  to  relate  to  some  very 
t^oody  and  tragical  event,  there  seems  to  be  a 

f  K«*  w  'rr»^l  x««i««yd^<rirflK— Ropie  has  been  h\xrti%  parti(dly 
by  hostile  force,  yet  she  still  exists ;  but  after  this  total  de- 
struction by  fire,  antf  which  is  ascribed  particularly  to  the 
strong  hand  of  God  thus  judging  her,  she  is  to  sink  as  a  mill- 
stone thrown  into  the  sea,  (  Rev.  xviii.  21,)  **  and  he  found  no 
more^allJ^ 

S  G   2 


similar  intimation  of  a  double  faU^  predes^i 
nated  for  that  catholic  apostacy,  and  mystery 
of  iniquity.  And  from  the  prophetic  ^datesi 
given  by  Daniel  and  St  John,*  the  awful 
**  fulness  of  time''  for  this  great  act  of  God, 
or  divine  auto  da  fe,f  cannot  n9W  be  very 
remote.  The  dark  and  dreary  ^^nigbt  (of 
papal  illusion)  is  far  spenty  the  day  is  at 
hand]^X  ^"^  ^^  anxious  enquiry  after  the 
time,  will  often  be  Tepeated  at  the  sanctuaiy^ 
in  these  days  of  commotions  and  the  fell  of 
kingdoms. — *^ 'Watchman,  what  of  the  night? 

— ^Watchman,  what  of  the  night  ? The 

watchman  said,  the  morning  cometh,  and  also 
the  night :  if  ye  will  enquire,  enquire  ye : 
return,  come  !"§ 

For  many  years  past  we  have  heard  of  No- 
thing else  but  wars  and  slaughters,  popular 
commotions,  disunion  of  councils,  and  public 
treacheries ;  the  signs  proposed  by  our  blessed 
'  Lord,  as  certain  indications  of  his  coming  to 

♦  Daniel  viiu  14? ;  iciL  11 ;  vii.  25.     Rev.  xii.  14 ;  xi.  3; 
xiii-  5. 

t  Isa.  xxyiiU  21.         %  Rpm.xiji.  12.         $  Isa^xxull. 
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(he  day  of  recompences,  *^  The  sea  and  Aq 
waves  roaring,  mens  hearts  feilirig  them  for 
fear,  and  for  looking  after  those  things  fliat  are 
coming  upon  the  earth.*'  The  api^al  is  now 
made  to  the  sword,  and  it  will  shortly  be  put 
close  to  eve;7  man~  s  conscience,  to  judge  be* 
twixt  Chrirt  and  his  vineyard^  The  christiart 
wcaid  ^  ^^^  called  upon  in  a  louder  tone  than 
ordinary,  to  pay  a  particular  attendoo,  wkl< 
fear  and  reverence,  to  the  {Kissing  scenes' of 
God's  great  act,  and  to  the  course  the  desekoing: 
scourge  has  yet  to  run^  Mankind  are  indivi** 
dually  and  nationally  admonxdied  to  put  thenif« 
selves  in  a  state  of  preparation  ^  ta  meet  their 
God^^  and  now,  "that  hi&  judgments  affe 
abroad  in  alf  the  earth,  to  learn  rightequsness:'* 
for  thi^  only,  "  when  be  passetk  through  ta 
sndte  the  egyptians^^'\  can  they  expect  an  ex-i 
OBption ;  that  $o  he  may  distingutsh  the  true 
blood  (f  the  atonement  upon  the  posts  of  their 
doors,  and  may  pass  over  them,  when  ^*  be 
^xecutetb  judgment  against  of  I  the  gods  of 

*  I$8«  V.  7  J  Ms^tU  xxi.  ^%  f  Exodus  3fii.  12*. 
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In  such  a  sea$fm  of  universal  alarm  amon^ , 
the  nadoos^  ill  would  it  become  us  (as  yet  the 
vessiels  of  God's  mercy,  standing  alone,  yet 
6till  unhurt,  in  the  midst  of  the  burning  that 
rages  cm  every  side  o(  us)  to  te^/i  naked*,  of 
fakh  and  geatitude,  and  ^norant  ar  heedless  of 
tkc  great  work  that  is  going  forwards ;  or  to 
hold  even  the  belief  of  the  truth  itself  in  prac- 
tical unrighteousness !  It  is  for  "  the  scornful 
men  in  Zioti^  to  \^rap  themselves  up  ia  a  false 
security,  and.  trust  in  the  refuge  oflies^xxd  the 
biding  place  of  falsehsod^  saying,  "  when  the 
overflowing  scourge  passeth  through,  it  shall 
not  come  nigh  us^  for  we  have  made  a  covi-^ 
nant  with  deatb^  and  with  hell,  are  we  at  agree- 
ment*" But  what  saith  God  ? — ^^  Their  co- 
venant with  death  shall  be  disannulled,  and 
their  agreement  with  hell  shall  not  stand  ;''^ 
but  they  shall  be  distinguished  as  the  objects 
of  which  the  scourge  of.  God  is  in  pursuit 
•*  Now  therefore,  be  ye  not  mockers,  lest  your 
b^nds  be  made  strong:  for  I  have  heard  from 
the  Lord  God  of  hosts  a  consumption,  ,evei\ 

*  Rev.  XYi^5^ 
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xi^termitied  upon  th^  whole  earth*^    (Isaiaft 
xxviii.  22.) 

tsaiah,  in  a  fiiie  Veiii  of  irony,  exhibits  tKi 
nullity  of  their  vain  expectations  from  the 
pope's  pretended  fokver  of  the  Aeys^  and  that 
chief  pillar  of  their  religion — the  dodrihe  of 
purgatory  :  for  he  draws  a  very  singular  pic- 
ture of  the  fallen  majesty  of  the  once  dreaded 
spiritual  despot,  and  the  deception  he  himself 
iiieets  with,  (upon  his  own  descent  into'  the 
shades^)  from  all  the  niighly  mbnarchs  which 
once  received  the  law  from  his  mouth,  and  at 
his  frown  laid  doWn  their  crownS  and  scieptreS 
at  his  feet.     But  now  that  his  throne  is  sup-, 
posed  to  have  been  overturned,  and  nothing 
but  wickedness  and  imposture  found  to  have 
Ibeen  the  basis,  on  which  it  had  so  long  stood, 
(and  on  which  had  been  erected  k  catholic  eni- 
pire  supreme  over  all  other  thrones  dil  earth,) 
the  ihsults  atid  d^rfsioii  with  which  the  mys- 
tic king  of  Babylon  is  received  by  his  former 
crowned  slaves^  is  proportional  to  the  injuries 
and  contumely  they  had  tamely  pnt  itjp  with^ 
in  the  day  of  his  jfo<f er. 
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The  time  which  the  prophet  assigns  iot  thid 
curious  meeting  in  Hades,  is  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  prophetical  chronology  ;  for  he  sup- 
ppses  it  to  take  place  after  the  resettlement  of 
the  jews  in  the  Holy  Land ;  which  is  to  be 
preceded  by  the  fall  of  the  papal  tyranny  and 
superstition :  and  he  puts  this  song  rf  tri- 
umph over  his  fallen  oppressor,  into  the 
mouth  of  Israel.*— 

.# 
**  And  it  shall  come  to  pafis,  in  the  day  that 
Jehovah  shall  give  thee  rest  from  thine  aiHic* 
tion,  and  from  thy  disquiet,  and  firom  the 
hard  servitude  which  was  laid  upon  thee,  that 
thou  shalt  pronounce  this  parable  upon  the 
XING  of  Babylon,  and  shalt  say  :f--- 

**  How  hath  the  oppressor  ceased !     The 
fexactress  of  gold  ceased  I  "-^—Bishop  Lowth| 

♦  laaiab  xW.  3,  &c. 

f  By  Babylon  it  roeanty  in  propheey,  iU  wioU  bUrarcfy  of 
popery,  in  all  the  catholic  countries;  and  by  the  king  oy  Baet- 
tONy  the  head  of  that  persecuting  sind  powerful  confedeiacy 
*<  wUch  aB ia£  one  mtuf,**  (Rev.  zvfi.  27>)  or  ^^  CnttP  Pov- 
titrs,  many  of  vrhom  were  as  execrable  monsters  of  wickedaesa 
at  ever  lived,  and  which  the  catb<4F  writers  themaehpes  coniesst 


whodeJtranslaiida  IJimwt  followed^  has  gfeatlf 
iropreved  the  sense  here,-^**  fib  ^^Idtn  city^^ 
as  it  is  in  our  translfttidni  io\)lmj%  a  patiegyric^ 
and  toot  k^itire.**-**  Jehdvah  halh  broken  the 
iitafF**-^or  episcopal  croiier)— r^*  of  the  Wick*- 
kD,  2M  the  sceptre  of  the  rulers  ^'-^(iri  the 
jplaril  tiumber^  beeiuse  of  the  infldtfnce  the 
conclave  of  cardinals  hav^  iii  the  papal  gd» 
vernment  j  or  to  express  the  universal  arro- 
gancy  of  their  church  prelates,  eytry  one  a 
ksier  pope^  in  his  oWn  jurisdiction^ — "  He 
that  smote  the  peoples  in  wrath ^  with  a 
stroke  unremithdy^'^.^^^alludlng  to  the  well 
known  turiukncy  and  impeyiotis  stHe  of  most 
bf  the  popes  (both  the  •g^eatef  and  the  less^f 
ones);  dhd  their  unremitted  pastoral  diligence 
to  dtaw  6 very  thing  a^  grist  to  their  oWn  niill^ 

*  The  waters  wUcfa  thou  rawest,  where  tlie  whore  sitteth^ 
^.are  peoples*  and  xnultitudes^  and  nations,  and  tongues.  And 
ihe  woman  (herself )  is  that  great  city^  which  reigneth  mmt  the 
'  ht^s  of  $be  earth.  (Rev,  svii.  15,  18.)  The  thunders  of  the 
Vatican  kunched  iit  crowned  heads^  afld  Idi^domi,  with  so  tcr« 
rihle  an  effect*  to  ejurite  wars  and  persecution,  oiay  well  he 
<»Bed— ••/ti/w^  in  ifngvfr.'*— But  now  this  fictitiout  power  is 
fsSSmk  into  contempt,  and  the  tjrrant  himself  hi^C(»me  the  objectr 
<^f  persecution,  but  without,  poking;  cpinpa«ii^a«    ^  &txA  tbsi 

3  p 


418 

and  to  consider  alt  they  were  able  to  get  under 
tliein  as  hk  plnndor,  in  aU  the  kingdoms  of 
phrieteadoiB ;  for  the.  same. spirit  of  rapacity 
pid  inadeace  9^m»  to  ha;vc  actuated  them 
all,  without  ^ny  intermis^CHi  from  the  change 
of  the  individual  Pontiffs:—"  He  that  ruled 
ibe  nations  in  anger ^  4a  pei^ecuted  (himself) 
and  none  hindereth."  . 

The  powers  iii  communion  and  spiritual 
confederacy  with  the  pope,.are  themselves  the 
objects  of  the  pursuing  scourge,  and  have  not 
the  power  to  relieve  their  degraded  chief; 
and  the  protestant  powers,  on  whom  he  had 
trampled  in  anger ^  have  not  the  inclination  to 
hinder  his  humiliation,  but  rejoice  in  the  pros- 
pect of  happier  times  to  cQme,  now  ke  is 


ten  horns  which  thou  8awett»-*8hall  hate  the  whore,— and 
shall  .make  her  desolate-^^ind  naked— and  shall  eat  her  fieah— 
and  1)tim  her  with  fire"— (that  h,  shall  divide  her  substance 
and  ill  gotten  property  atoongst  tHemselves)! — ^«*whcn  she  * 
shall  have  ceased  to  tpoih  she  shall  he  sf^d  herself.  (Isai. 
xxxili*  l.)«— Tlie  Tny  hands  which  in  foroier  ages  set  her  up  on 
high,  rinM  puUher  down«-«>'^  For  God  hath  put  in  their  hoarts 
to  fulfil  his  willf.aQd  toagrse,  and  give  their  kii>gdom*UBtc^ 
tlie  beait/tin/i/  iU  v^ds-  of  Gad  iksdlbefidfiUidJ^ 
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jalkn.^^  The  whole  eari^  js  at  Test,  is  qiMli 
thfy  butat  fortt  imola  joyful  ^hout.  Jgy^ 
the  fir  trees  rejoice  over  thefe,  tbe  cedars  c^ 
Lihaniw*  Since  ^yXiartfilk^ inorfeilw:  ^ifijEb 
cof99  up  agaijEtfit  us/'— The  power^crf"  th* 
blQpdf  and  iQ^i4toU0  Jnquiskipiirie  jntf  dowt) 
with  thet  sovereignly  of  the  pope^;  aad  U^rty 
«f  eoi>$Qitoce  iejpiermitted  to  idl.~**^  H4»J2« 
from  bpneath^  jjj^.moyed  because  of  thee^  tx} 
meet  thee  ^  thy  ;:oming*  He  rouseth  foj: 
thipe  th?:  jnjighty  dead,  all  the  grei^t:fbi^  of 


♦  *'  HeH  from  beneath,"  &c,  as  it  is  in  aur  old  translation, 
^ives  an  i«^roper  idei^  iqtxhis  place. j  for  by  the  -word  ^^/  i* 
commonly  understood  the  place  of  torment  i  but  the  ptpph^t  is 
evidently  giving  only  a^^pOetiq^  and  ironical  reprcisentation  of 
the  entrance  of  this  degraded  tyrant  into  the  separate  state  of  the 
deady  which  was  called  Had^s,  agreeable  to  the  popular  notion 
of  that  time.  The  w,ord  Ijt^Asfs  is  indeed  used  in  scripture  in 
various  senses ;  sometimes,^  but  very  i%rely»  sigdifying  the  real 
H£LL» as  it^Luke  xvi,  2.3>^*K«i  If  tm  ulvi  }ffri^»q  r^$  t ^tf«^^^ 
flfi/Tflt/,  i^ji^x^  *w  iSflB^flfFWff,-— "  TPhe  Gehenna  of  Fmfc,"  be- 
ing the  usual  phrase  for  H^i^l^  ,and  not  HADESt  See  MatU 
xviii.  9 ;  v,  22,  29 ;  X.  28  ;  xxiii,  15,  33.  &c. 

In  1  Cor.  XV.  55f  Hades  signifies ,/ir^nrDfy.-~7«v  vvv,  Sin, 
TO  »rjMff  J— -O  Hades  !  where  is  thy  wtmj  ?  But  in  general^ 
Hades  signifies  the  invisjble  state  of  depafted souls^  as  appears 
from,  very  many  passages ;— Acts  ii,  31,  "  Thou  shalt  not 
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the  earth.  He  maketh  to  rise  up  from  thdr 
thrones,  all  the  kiogs  of  the  nations." — TJfit 
mighty  monarchs,  his  predecessors  in  Hads$, 
oiFer  V9hom  hfi  had  in  this^  world  exercised  a 
despotk  authority,  are  all  summoned  to  sieet 
their  dread  lord;  and  being  now  unde* 
ceived,  they  accost  him  io  suitable  terms.*-^ 
^  All  of  ihem  shall  accost  thee,  and  say  unto 
thee,— art  thou,— *evcn  thou  too,"  become 
weak  as  we  ? — ^art  thou  made  like  unto  us  ? 
Is  then  thy  pride  brought  down  to  the  grave, 
the  sound  of  thy  sprightly  instruments  /"*» 

leave  my  soul  in  HApss/'  in'a  state  of  deatl^  Rer,  x,  IQ] 
yi.  8;  XX.13,  149  &&• 

Bishop  Lowth  has  also  translated  Isaiah,  xpriii.  15,  *^  the 
4igreement  with  htUi*  much  more  piroperly^  the  agxeem^t  with 
^he  GKikTB ;  as,  no  douhtji  the  prophet  tb^  allud^  to  the 
pope's  9dU  fbop  in  ruaoATOi^Y  only*  He  bad  not  opened  a 
ahop  for  public  business  in  tjie  reat  HcU^  only  (by  particular 
favoiir)  be  transacted  a  little  there ;  as  when  pope  Gregory  the 
Great  delivered  the  soul  of  the  emperor  Trajan  out  of  beO,  &c* 
•^Vita  Gregor,  ante  opera.  £t  Vin^*  S^.  H.  \  19«  cb.  6& 
Man  of  Sin,  b«  iii*  cb.  iii.  p*  99* 

*  Supertor  omnence  in  the  art  of  music ^  is  a  wdtt  chos^  nota- 
^on  of  the  country,  which  was  to  be  the  ttcat  of  this  8piritua|^' 
tyranny*      TTxe  music  of  the  romisb  services  is  universally 
]ui#wn  and  admiivd*    It  is  also  taken  notice  of  by  St  Jolvi, 
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*^I$  the  vennin  become'thy  couch,  and  thft 
earth-worm  thy  covering  ?— How  art  thou 
fallen  from  Heaven,^  0  Lucifer,  son  of 
the  morning !  Art  cut  down  Co  the  earth, 
thou  that  didst  sufidue  the  nations  i^^^^weaien 
them,  as  it  is  in  the  old  translation^  by  every 
{Species  of  fraud,  and  incroacbment  in  pro^ 
tended  rights^  and  by  the  admixture  of  the 
miry  clay  of  popish  stiperstitions,  with  the 
solid  iron  of  the  original  gc^^.    ^  Yet  th  w 

in  his  descnptkin  of  the  fidl  of  mystical  Babylon :  f^  The  yoice 
6£  harperf »  and  mutidmuy  and  of  pipers,  and  trnmpeters,  shall 
beheflirdno  more  at  all  in  the^  I— and- the  S^k  of  a  cattdfe 
thallishine  no  nore  at  all  ia  thee;  for  hy  thy  sorceries  noftf 
aU  nations  decnikdP*  { Rev.  xviii.  2%  2S« )  They  bum  can^ 
dies  before  the  images  of  the  taints^  bodt  by  higitt  and  by  day^ 
It  is  thes£  Buk  infubi^al  ttmchfi/^ifX  ^te  loroe  and  eiect  tp  ^ 
picture. 

^  Heaven  it  used  here,  as  Hade^  was  befoiVy  an  «  figurative 
setise.  The  heaven  in  which  this  once  bright  Luciejbr,  q$ 
ficdlious  morning  star 9  shot  forth  his  baleful  radiance,  was  tlu 
popish  ebtrcb.  But  the  true  iright  and  mammg  starp  which  ir^ 
radiates  the  tru^  church  of  the  faithful,  is  Jesus  Christ*  (  Rev. 
xxii.  16.)  Heaven  is  thus  often  used  figuratively  for  the 
church  in  general,  indbding^^  both  true  Christiana  and  their  op-^ 
ponents  •• — thus.  Matt,  xiii.  47»  and  Rev.  xii,  7i-^*.^  Thirr 
was  war  in  heavfn,  &c*'* 
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exalt  hioiself;  and  magnify  hiniself  Ab^De  eHery 
God;  and  shall  speak  marvdlou&  things  against 
the  God  of  gods.      Neither  shall  he  regard  the 

by  tbe  name  of  amtichrist  !  Even  St  Thomat  Becket,  in 
an  epistle  Vkj%f^^**  Maier  Rom  A  facia  est  meretrixf  ttfro  meruJc 
prottiiuta  f^**  and  other  bishops  held  the  same  opimbn^  as 
Aventine,  (lib.  vi,)  avers.  The  above  Alexan^er^  afterwanJs 
getting  the  better  of  all  his  competitors,  shewed  such  a  Luci- 
fietian  pride  to  the  emperor  Frederick  Barbarossa,  whom,  by 
bis  iatrigdesy  he  had  compelled  to  sue  for  peacet  that  when  he 
motmted  his  hone^  he  obliged  the  submissive  emperor  to  hold 
the  stirrup.  Wh^n  that  prince,  after  much  abuse  for  havmg 
mistakenly  held  the  wrong  stimip,  at  length  prostrated  him- 
self before  the  pope  to  receive  absolution,  his  RotiMSss  ^this 
foot  upon  his  lieck,  applying  bhspliemouUy  to  himself  what 
the  prophet  (m  Psahn  xd.  IS)  has  said  of  the  Son  of  Ood,-^ 
**  Si^r  oipldem  et  hatiEscim  omMaiUf  ei  cmailcaln*  ieotiem  it 
rfrA^MR^.—- Thoti  shalt  tread  upon  the  lion  and  adder;  the 
young  lion  and  the  dhgbn  shalt  thoU  trample  tmder  feeL'^ 
This  expression  the  emperd^  res«fnting,  answered — **  j^cn  Mi^ 
sedPsno  /—I  submit  thus  not  to  thee,  but  to  Peter  !'*  At 
which  the  proud  lord  of  the  world  fiercely  replied,-***  Ei  mtit 
€t  Poro  /—To  me  and  Peter  too !"  Yet  this  does  not  exceed 
the  frolic  of  pope  Celestine  the  Third,  crowning  the  emperor 
Henry  (the  son  of  Baibarossa),  and  Constance  his  emjMess, 
not  with  his  hands,  but  with  his  fsxtI  and  immediatriy  kick- 
ing tlxe  crown  off  again,  in  token  thet  he  bad  power  to  depoMf 
them  agam  at  his  pleasure. — Hist  of  Pttpery^  vdi.  iii.  p.  lid. 

*  "  Our  Mother  the  Church  of  Roane,  is,  in  tnithj  bc<c«>iiie  *  the 
whore,'  aod  It  a  prostitnte  for  hir»." 
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God  of  his  fathers, — ^nor  regard  any  God^^ 
(Dan.  xi.  ^6^  Sec.)  And  St  Paul  says, — ^"  he 
exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God, 
or  that  is  worshipped,"  insomuch  that  "  he,  as 
God^  aitteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  s be  wing 
himself  that  be  is  GodP — for  what  other  busi- 
ness has  he  to  sit  enthroned  upon  God\  al- 
tar ?  *'  the  mount  of  the  divine  presence ?^^  as 
the  catholics  consider  it ! 

St  John^s  report  of  him  is  the  very  same, 
as  an  impious,  atheistical  wretch,  opening  his 
mouth  in  blasphemy^  and  usurping  the  power 
and  apeing  the  divine  majesty  of  the  Supreme 
Being.  So  that  the  accuracy  of  this  very  an- 
cient and  original  painting  of  his  Holiness  . 
THE  POPE,  drawn  by  Isaiah,  about  150  yea-f: 
before  Daniel,  and  by  Daniel  almost  700  yenrs 
before  St  Paul  and  St  John;  cannot  be  called 
-in  question.  For  every  lineament  and  feature 
of  the  portrait  is  otactly  alike  in  all  the  draw- 
ings, allowing  for  the  stile  and  fancy  of  thetee 
different  masters ;  and  agrees  also  so  perfectly 
well  with  the  authentic  reports  of  history, 

3  I 
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that  there  is  ho  need  for  the  inscriptioni  uA* 
der  it,—**  This  is  not  Sennacherib^^ 

**  But  thou  shalt  be  brought  down  ta  the 
grave,  to  the  sides  of  the  jpit.  Those  that  see 
thee,  shall  look  attentively  at  thee,  they  shall 
^vell  consider  thee.  Is  this  the  man  that 
made  the  earth  to  tremble^  that  shwk  king* 
dcms  ?  That  made  the  world  like  a  desert  ? 
1  hat  destroyed  the  cities  ?  That  never  dis- 
missed his  taptivts  to  their  own  home  ?*  All 

♦  Tlie  pl-ophet  heightens  the  irony,  by  the  look  of  atten- 
tive astonishment,  with  which  he  represents  the  inhabitants  of 
Hades  (who  on  earth  had  trembled  at  the  nod  of  this  'surath* 
jfiii  Bo^reign  of  gods  and  men)  now  contemplating  his  insigni- 
ficant appearance.  They  cannot  well  believe  that  it  is  the 
same  once  mighty  potentate! — **/x  ttni  the  matf*  &c. — ^he  is 
spoken  of  here  in  the  singular  number,  by  that  comfilon  figure 
of  speech  with  which  we  say— the  pope,—- the  king,  &c. — not 
meaning  (me  indhoidual  man,  but  a  line  of  popes  and  kings. — 
The  eapthes  tchom  he  ne^er  disrhiKed^  may  allude  to  the  jews^ 
taken  captive  by  the  }>agan  Roman  emperor,  and  retained  in 
durance  W;  by  his  image  and  successor  in  the  saiiie  throne* 
Cr  it  may  allude  to  the  strong  gripe  of  his  Holinesa  and  Co. 
when  they  got  their  enemies,  the  witnesses,  in  hold.  They 
mver  let  theta  go  out  alive,  unless  by  the  forfeiture  of  thei^ 
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th§  kin^  of  the  natioas,  all  of  theptij^  lie  doiVH 
in  glory^  each  in  his  own  sepulchre ;  but  thou 
zxi  CAst  gut  of  the  grave,*  as  the  tree  abomi- 
aated,  doatbed  with  the  slairiy  with  the  pierced 
by  the  sword,f  with  them  that  go  down  to 

«oiik«  (Matt.  X.  26,  SS. )  How  he  dmh  UngdmSf  the  history 
pf  every  nation  can  avouch ;  and  if  ever  any  tyrant  can  have 
b€iea  said  to  hdxe  made  the  world  Sie  a  deserU  hy  tfee  daughter 
of  thje  hmoqe^tff  his,  holiness  may  super-eminentiy  claim  that 
glory •.•;*-Iie  has  destroyed  the  bodies  of  his  enemifes^  and  the 
^Quh  of  his  fmnds* 

*  The  contrast  here  drawn  hetween  hift  motley  pageantiy 
pf  mimic  royalty,  and  the  legitimate  kings  and  monarchs  whom 
he  .^urned  pander  his  feet,  is,  very  remarkable.  With  respect 
to  the  po&^mous  fame  of  *^  the  kmgs  Qfihe  nalvmsy*  the  me- 
mory of  the  wise  and  good  is  immortalized  in  history,  and 
perished  in  the  affections  .of  their  subjects:  and  even  with  re- 
apect  to  the  bad  kings,  time  has  the  effect  oi softening  down  their 
ill  qualities,  and  embalrhing  their  virtues  and  exalting  them. 
li'hey  fte  down  m glory,  (when  put  in  competition  with  this 
ahominahle' branchy)  each  with  his  royal  ancestors,  in  the  peaceful 
tomb  ;  but  it  is  aot  so  with  those  execrable  monsters  the  pon- 
tiffs of  Rome.  The  very  grave  will  cast  out  their  memory  to 
eternal  infamy  and  execration ;  and  the  stench  and  smoke  of 
their  imposture  "  will  rise  up  for  ever  and  ever^ 

•f*  *•  Thrown  out  among  the  slain,  and  covered  with  the 
dead  bodies'* — Lowth.       As  they  have  cloathed  themselves 
<Luiih  slaughter  by  the  persecution  of  the  saints,  a  retaliation  of 
3  I   2 
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the  stones  of  the  pit,  as  a  trodden  carcassi  ? 
Thou  shalt  not  he  joined  unto  them  in  burial ; 
bccau;c  thou  hast  destroyed  thy  country^  thou 
liast  slain  thy  people  :*  the:  seed  of  evil  doers 
shall  never  be  renowned," 

divir.e  justice  shall  overtake  themi  and  the  boilbs  of  the  8laiti» 
piv  rccd  uitn  tiie  8word,  shall  be  their  covering, 

*  'i  he  sovereigns  of  papal  Rome  rise  out  of  the  church,  wliich 
is  therefore  mystically  called  their  pet^  and  aoutOry*  But  they 
huve  piayea  the  wolf,  (and  not  the  shepherd,)  ia  every  fieose  to 
the  Hock  of  Christ ;  draimng  the  nations  of  their  wealth  fay 
pious  frauds,  destroying  the  bodies  of  tbar  pet^  by  persecu* 
tir.ni  and  their  souis  oy  doctrines  of  devtls**  **  There  shall  be 
fnise  teachers  amongst  you,  who  privily  shall  bring  in  damnable 
heresies,  even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them  :'' — (to 
put  tlitir  trust  in  dead  men  and  women,  or  Mahuzzim.}  **  And 
nr.any  snail  follow  ihar  pemuious  way^,  by  reason  of  whom  the 
WAY  OF  TRUTH  shall  be  evil  spoken  of.  And  through  covf' 
iousncjs  shah  they  With  fstgned  *word*  make  merchandise  of  you; 
wliOGc  judgniCnt  (though)  now  of  a  long  time/^  (and  at  a 
great  distance,)  "  yet  hngereth  not,'*  (at  tte  time  appointed,) 
"  and  their  damnation  slumbereth  not ;"  but  wiH  assuredly 
take  place  in  its  season.    (  2  Pet.  ii,  1 — 3«) 


SECTION  XVII. 

Unreasonableness  Of  unbelief  in  the  ancientyewsi 
' — thai  of  modern  sceptics  Rttle  less  so* — A 
continuation  of  miracles  less  convincing  than 
the  evidence  now  afforded  us.-'^Tbey  are 
capable  of  being  counterfeited  by  lting 
nroNDERS ; — but  ancient  prophecy^  nowfuU 
filling  is  no  counterfeit. — God  challenges  the 
world  to  examine  and  judge  of  divine  re^ 
velation^  upon  the  evidence  of  the  scripture 
prophecies  J 

'When  we  reflect  upon  the  publicity  of 
those  wonderful  circumstances  that  preceded 
and  attended  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christy  and  ia 
how  very  striking  a  manner  the  whole  course 
of  his  life  and  ministry^  and  above  all,  bis 
death  and  resurrection^  pointed  him  out  as  the 
Messiah  of  Moses  and  the  prophets :  if  we 
take  into  the  account,  moreover,  the  singular 
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ff^hdom  and  excellency  of  his  doctrine^  and  the* 
Dumerous  and  stupendous  miracles  by  which 
it  was  confirmed, — and  all  this  in  an  age  wheh 
miracles  had  ceased  for  about  four  hundred 
years  before,  and  were  not  to  be  vouchsafed 
^o  the  world  again,  but  pnly  as  testimonials  of 
the  MessiaSy — we  cannot  but  feel  a.  great  dc-^ 
gree  of  surprise  at  the  unconquerable  unbelief 
of  ihe  j)?ws,  his  cotemporaries. 

The  wgrki  to  which  he  app.eal'ed,  v»  not 
having  been  wrought  by  demoniacal  collusion^ 
(as  they  inipiously  and  irrationally  argued,) 
but  by  thq  finger  of  God  j  and  that  €i>er  pre-^ 
sent  wisdom  which,  without  pre-meditation, 
fell  fron>  his  lips,  and  continually  defeated  the 
well-concerted  plans,  of  th^ir  learned  men,  to 
entangle,  hinx  in  som?e  absurd  or  illegal  posi- 
tion, were,  altogether,  both  of  them  independ- 
ent of  the  aids  of  human  learning,  as  they 
themselves  confessed  with  astonishment.  (Majw 
xiii.  54.)  The  prophecies  also,  wherein  all 
these  things  were  described  with  even  a  mi- 
nuteness of  circunjstantiality,  (by  reason  of 
\?hich  they  were  very  peculiarly  applicable  to 
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^/amify  and  person  of.  'jtsUs^  «ld  the  frmS' 
when  he  appeared ;  btit  aife  thereby  ft Ackftfd'* 
ineapiMeiof  beilig  applied  ta  iariy  t)tJief •  pk^ 
son,)  were  read  in  thteir  ^yriigdgues^  every  Mb--' 
bath  day,  and  sometimes  read  there  by  Jesus 
himself,  in  a  ihanticr  which  they  cotild  hot 
misunderstand.    (Luke  ir/ 21.) 

Yet  the  jews,  possessed  "di  all  thesd  advan*- 
ti^es,  and  still  tontinmng  uAprdfit^le  undef 
them,  professed  thetns^lved  to  be  persortfi;  of 
the  mosft  radonal  and  teachable  dispositions  c£^ 
any  in  the  world.  They  declared  it  was  raat-* 
ter  of  aston^meat  to  them,  hoW  theit'  foroA 
fathers  could  have  had  so  gteat  a  want  (A  dis« 
ccmrtient,  land  .such  an  ihflexibility  of  dfeobc* 
dience  to  the  divine  ministfy  of  the  prfi^phtts  f 
asad  above  4ll,  that  they  should  have  ti^eated 
thrai  with  ^o  much  cruelty  ^  they  didt 
wber^is,  had  k  been  ibur  happiness  to  hstvS 
been  hearers  of  their  admirable  instructions^ 
tlieir  behaidoui?  would  have  been  every  thing 
the  Gototiuty  to  that  of  their  fafheriSi  (Man 
JsSxili;  3or.)  '  Thus  blind  are  toardtind  to  the 
e^il  that  is  in  tlieitiselvesj  and  ready  censures 
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of  others  less  ^worthy  of  blame :  but  Jesu9 
never  suffered  them  to  go  away  without  thdr 
fiiil  share  of  that  reproof  which  thek  un war- 
rantable self-flattery  deserved. 

He  told  them)  that  bad  as  their  fathers 
(by  their  own  present  acknowledgments)  had 
been,  yet  they  themselves  were  worse  than 
their  fathers :  and  that  they  had  nothing 
more  to  do  than  to  fill  up  the  measure  of 
their  own  wickedness,  that  the  judgments  inn 
pending  might  fall  heavily  upon  that  ^  widk-* 
od  and  adulterous  generation/'  cm  the  account 
of  both.  That  they  had  resii^ed  a  greater 
light  than  their  fathers  had  enjoyed,  and 
which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
converted  the  most  abandoned  cities  of  the 
heathens,  had  it  been  offered  to  them ;  and 
that  it  •'  would  therefore  be  more  toleraUe 
in  the  day  of  judgment  for  even  those  citia, 
than  for  them."  That  perscms  the  most  pro- 
fligate and  most  despised,  even  harlots,  and 
publicai^,  and  sinners  of  every  descri^cm  a« 
mongst  themselves,  were  easier  to  be  wrought 
upon  to  repentance  and  faith,  and  should  fare 
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hester  in  the  Idngdom  of  heaven  than  thejl^^ 
vrbo  £incied  themselves  men  of  reason  and 
discernment,  and  of  the  highest  merits  to^ 
wards  religion. 

.  Thb  wilfulness  in  die  blindMss  of  the 
Jews,  reminds  us  of  the  similar  complaint^ 
and  equd  unreasohableness  in  preferring  it^ 
which  is  SIX  frequently  ip  the  thouths  of  oiir 
ttiodem  sadducees  and  sceptics ;— **  The  want 
of  am  evidmce  si^dently  convinclhg^^ 

Thiy  j^etend  that  if  tfii  christian  religion 
iever  possessed  such  a  degree  of  evidence  of 
ks  tmth,  as  a  thinking  man  ought  to  be  satis^ 
fied  widi^  yet  it  has  now  been  greatly  weak^ 
eJGted  by  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the  total  cessa^ 
tioA  of  that  alled^d  intercourse  with  heaven j^ 
on  whi^  itS' foundations  ate  ^id  to  have  been 
laid ;  but  which  ought  to  have  been  equally 
afibtded  to  all  mai^ind,  and  in  every  age,  had 
it  ever  iJcally  existed*  That^  as  the  ancient 
fevid^ces.  have  lost  much  of  theif*  force,  fof 
^ant  k£  such  a  repetition,  by  n  few  njotU 
tinfed  modern  miracles^  (of  whieh|  no  doubc^ 
3  k 
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they  murt  have  the  'whole  direction  and 
choice,  Matt.  xvi.  4,)  so  in  a  little  time  mca:^ 
they  must  be  whollj  wora  out^ 

But  not  to  combat  with  arguments  a  stnun 
of  reasoning  of  this  soit,  very  freqi^nt  in  the 
sceptical  writers,  which  carries  an  anddotti 
^long  with  it  in  its  own  ab»inlity,  the  allc^ 
tion  is  evidentjy  false;  the  very  contrary  be* 
ing  easily  demonstrable*  The  evidence  of 
revealed  religion  does  not  depend  upofi  the 
continual  existence  of  miracles  in  the  churchy 
notwithstanding  this  is  insisted  ttpCfn .  by  the 
church  d£  Rome ;  but  upon  the  certainty  df 
those  which,  were  origimdly  vtMicbsafed.  as  its 
credentials,  and  other  testimomes  of  a  aiperior 
nature  to  eveti  miracles  themselves.  This 
evidence  is  so  far  from  being  we^ektd  by 
iimfi^  tbat^  on  the  contrary,  k  derivesics  greats 
est  strength  from  its  ;aitfiquity«  T|ie  sacred 
histories,  in  which  the  miracles  of  onr  Savi<* 
our  and  hi^  apostli^s  ate  recorded,  ^bear  evi« 
^nce  to  tfcfemsdves^  in  the  many  vranderftti 
pr^becies  with  wbicb  they  are  connected) 
>irheieby  Gx)d  is  at  this  day  itill  speaking  /» 


tmiiiinJ^  and  BettiQg  bis  <mn  hand  $o  those 
saa^  wckings,  by  tbe  &ilfilmeiit  of  the  fMX>- 
jpheciesy  some  ,of  them  ia  c^crj  age^.  ^ 

-  Indeed,  it  has  beeii  ib^  a  queslioti^ 
fi^hetber  the  erklenoe  of  present  tmracks^ 
(which  we  l^i30W  wwe  withstood  by  the 
ijTpat  majority  of  the  jews,  the  best  judges  of 
th^t  son:  of  tesl^sm^,)  cnt  (hat  of  prophecies 
4dimred  mdny  ages  ago^  (bat  punctualiy  fain 
filled,  in  wch  a  maoner  as  those  e£  the  holy 
i^criptures  have  been^  and  are  contincially  fut- 
fillit]^,)  be  the  more  credible  and  conTincing 
lesdmcmy  I  But  oar  SaTriour;has  already  de- 
cided the  pmnt  in  our  fesror,  by  afllrming  thiA 
it  is  not  die  want  of  proof  that  makes  men  un* 
believers,  kit  prejudice,  md  indisposition  to 
attend  to  it,  arising  from  many  difierent 
causes}  and  in  short,  tlua:  the  etidenoe  arise* 
ing  from  proplmies  fti^lieds  is  so  sufficient  for 
^  every  purpose,  tfa^it  diey  who  can  resist  that, 
would  equally  resist  the  evidence  of  present 
miracles.^ 

^  Luke  XT]«  SI.       ' 
3  K  2 
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Miracle^  as  the  scripmre  in  many  plajtsei; 
assures  usy  may  be  couoterfeited)  and  several 
circumstance  are  to  be  dnly  ccmadeied,  ber 
fore  the  apparent  evidence  ari^g  from  &cts 
that  seem  to  exceed  the  ordmary  powers  of 
nature,  can  be  safely  admitted*  The  mirades 
wrought  by  Jannes  and  Jambres  in  EgypC, 
before  Pbaroah,  in  support  of  the  reigning 
idolatry*  (by  divine  potnisidon)  exceeded 
perhaps  tht  usual  extent  of  die  diabdical  illih 
don  by  which  they  had  customarily  been 
wrought ;  and  when  the  eflfect  of  a  contrast 
was  needless  to  be  earned  any  farther,  there 
was  an  end  put  to  the  devil's  powe£  to  coun- 
terfeit. The  mirades  wrought  in  the  mystic 
<^l  Egyp  qf  popery^  in  every  age,  and  to 
which  the  rpmamets  ^^^4  with  a  confir 
^ence  ^ual  to  that  oi  Pharoah's  magicians,t 
are,  no  doubt  (for  the  most  part),  a  desjAca- 
Ue  juggle;  and  in  those  instaiKres  recorded, 
,^hich  really  did  exceed  tl^  power  of  art  off 

*  2  Tim.  liL  8|  Exod.  yH«  ll* 

f  Cardinal  Bellannine  makes  the  power  of  working  soxradn 
the  eleventh  note  of  th^  church,— B^Uarm,  de  Not.  Ecdes* 
1.  iv.  c.  i*. 
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^Bflture^  thef  are  evidently  to  be  ascribed  tq 
the  pirmitud  ^t\}xwxi  of  the  devil  ;^  being 
etill  wrought  for  the  mjantcnaacc  pf  the  lacoig^ 
dom  of  darkness. 

Upon  the  same  principle^  there  seems  to  be 
no  reason  to  doubt  of  the  reality  of  many  ti 
the  prodigies  recorded  in  profane  history ;  or 
to  dispute  the  counterfeit  mracles  ascribed  to 
Apollonius,  Simon  Magus,  Elymas  the  sorcer* 
er,  and  others  jf  for  which  there  may  have 
been  good  reasons  why  divine  Providence 
should  have  winked  at  them,  as  it  did  in  tbm 
case  of  demoniacal  possessions  amongst  the 
tews.:};  Lying  wonders  were  to  be  ?he  great 
master-key,  wherewith  Antichrist  was  to  locl^ 
ijp  the  reason  of  his  disciples,  and  deceive 
them  thit  receive  his  mark,  and  comply  with 
his  impious  worship ;  and  they  b^ve  efFectu=- 
ally  been  applied  to  that  purpose,  and  answerr 
cd  his  most  sanguine  expectations^^ 

*  ^  Thess  il  9*         t  AcU,  viii.  9  5— xiii.  8  ;~xtz.  8. 
%  Acts,  xix.  4 ;— Luke,  ».  14. 

§  ^  Lying  v/mffrSf*  are  not  only  fradUed  in  the  cfaun^i  ^f 
Epme,  but  cren  drfcnded  too;  no  fkutt^  fcr  the  opiniqii  of 


*  But  ike  propbedts  of  the  hdy  scriptw^, 
pri'^ecvWeDicc  dF.  wJikh  the  fabrick  of  re- 
-Ycale4.. religion,  chiefly  rest^,  are  incapable  of 
teing  either  counterfeited,  .or  frustrated  of 
their  fulfilment^  each  in  its  appointed  season, 
by-  the  wickedness  of  men,  or  the  cunning  of 
devils*  They  bear  the  impression  of  the 
^oad  seal  of  heaven  qpon  them,  which  time 
does  not  efface^  but,  on  the  contrary,  brings 
^t  forward  more  bold  and  prominent  to  obser- 

apostles,  (Rom.  iii.  8,)  nor  prophets  neither.  (Isai.  v.  20.) — 
No  nor  their  master  himself  (John,  ▼iii  44,J  <•  Id  fatentnr 
l^om  aaoerdotes,  turn  noftachti  easque  vocant  piax  fraadu^ 
^uasi  its  populus  ^  pietatcn*  incitetur.*' — ^**  They  make  no 
scruple  tp  acknowledge  the  existence  of  such  things,  both 
priests  and  monks  defending  theiti,  as  godi^y  deceits,  useful 
to  stir  up  the  people  to  piety,'*  Calvin.  Admon.  de  Rclig- 
p.  275. 

Of  such  sort  o£fious  frauJji  was  that'  of  making  the  oedjz- 
lous  vulgar  pay  divine  worship  to  the  Blood  of  a  duck,  believing 
It  the  blood  of  Christ  j—  and  the  rood  op  grace,  or  image 
of  the  Virgin*  which,  by  means  of  wires,  was  made  to  move  its 
eyes,  and  lips,  and  whole  ^ead,  in  proportiim  to  the  Bering  of 
the  idolatrous  devotee.  1  hese,  with  many  other  impostures, 
were  exposed  to  the  people  at  Paul's  cross,  by  the  lord  Crom- 
well, and  the  other  commissioners  of  king  Henry  VIII.  at  the 
suppression  of  the  ffloiia8teries.~Life  of  C|omw€ll,  p.  lS5a 
~^Maa  of  Sin,  fe.  3. 
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ValK>il«  If  ihese  abcient  -prophecies  liad:  faH 
deed  iieen  merely  lucky  hks  <mcfti  umt  t^^ic^ 
only,  for  five  huiidred  times  mitekig ai^Jdam 
ttoi,  (whkhmust have heea  &e  case,  iou^ose 
dfieyen'a  short  date,  bad  they  dq^et^ded  iqp4 
aa.  human  sa^city  and  fc^esight  aldnej  ail! 
d>jectbn  might  readbnably  have  been  laid 
against  their  testimony,  ^ut  on  the  coni 
trary^  it  has  never  be^n  {»roved.4:hat  an^  tittU 
has  faikd  of  its  fiiU  aCcompfebment,;  4^ilch 
less  turned'  oitt  dearly  contrary  to  the  prtdit^ 
iion ;  although  the  prophecies  are  exceedingly 
numerous,  most  of  them  of  a  currency  fais 
smpasrin^  the  sagacity  of  men,  or  spirkual 
agents^  of  the  most  perfect  intelligence  to  ex^ 
tend  to ;  and  some  of  these  fninutely  tircum^ 
jtMtiaI^*.fqmx3}ivsg  things  not  at  all  likely  t» 
happen,  but  wlwUy  improbable,  unaccount* 
able,  and  next  to  impossible.     Many  of  the 

"  ♦  Instances  of  this,  the  i^negftr  mingled  with  gall,  (Ps.  Ixix* 
M;  Matt.xxtii.  84/.)  ■  The  piercing  hiis  hands  and  feet, 
(Pstxnm  16ii.flecb.,xii  10;  xSu6^  Johnidl.  Sf.)  Tht 
parting  his  garments,  (Ps.  xxii,  18 1  Matt,  xxvii.  35.)  That 
his  bones  should  not'be  broken.  (Ps,  ixxiv,  20;  Eiitod.kii. 
46.)  The  thirty  pieces^  filref,  (Zech,  xi.  12,  IS  ;  Matti 
IXTii.  6, 9,  &c. ) 
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jpr6iJhdd»  which  have  b^Q  pundeiiallj  M^ 
filled,  were  so  unac^ptable  to  the  perscns 
ecmcaenied  in^  diem,  that  the  dhbdief  ff  the 
gemratkn  fuubicb  should  sec  thtmfulflUd^  was 
made  a  part  of  the  prdpbecy  il8el£  IsaL  liii^ 
^^Wbo  hath  believed  bur  report  f-^iiAm.  viL 
5,  •*  For  neither  did  bis  brethren  belieye  in 
him." — Aad  Hah.  i.  5,  "  Bdioid !  ye  among 
the  heathen,  and  regard,  and  wonder  marvd*^ 
loudy ;  for  I  will  work  a  work  in  your  dayi 
which  ye  will  not  beHeve^  though  it  be  tdid 
you.'* 

*The  scripture  {nrophcfciea  weife  rery.  oftoa 
totally  oi^podte  to  the  probabHides  of  diings^ 
and  inconsistent  with  the  wisbis  and  inten-^ 
tions  of  the  peisons  who  unwittingly  folded 
them  :t  they  drew  the  characters '  of  moi^ 
and  described  the  revolutions  bf  empires  for 
many  centuries,  with  thei  most  dxact  truth : 
foretold  the  aetion&of  persons  pointed  out  by 
name^  bef(»:€  they  were  born,  as  of  Cyrbsi!^ 

f  Of  ivfakh  thote  fulfiDed  to  the  snEerings  of  Jesvi^  ooi^ 
Lord*  were  veiy  tenuduble  iiiftanoes%» 
%  Isai.  xlit.  2Si  xIt.  if  &«• 


3esua  Christ,  aad  John  the  Baptist ;  atid  ^e* 
cl^ed'tbe  ucret  pmtives  by  whidi  the  partidi^ 
vould  he  uifivcnced,  andevea/^fe^  very  wo^ds 
10  tp^ieh  they  would  express  themselves  }t  all 
whidiL-  ij:  is  utterly  impcasible  to  aiscribe  to  a 
(firitixf  fanaticisms  or  a  premeditated  itnpos* 
tttr^t 

,  Jt  is,»  therefore,  with  the  ^eatest  justice  t^at 
Sjt  P^ter  calls  the  writings  of  the  inspired  au* 
t]jors  "  a  sure  word  (^ propbecyl^  and  recom- 
mends %  aontinual  and  reverent  attention  to  it, 
as  a  part  of  our  christian  duty,  useful  to  our-- 
selves  and  well  ^pleasing  fo  God.  And,  doubt-r 
lessj  the  reason  why  he  lays  so  great  a  stress 
upon  prophecy,  is  because  the  canpn  of  the 
scriptures  was  then  drawing  near  to  its  close, 
and  neither  miracles  nor  immediate  revelation 
from  heaven  would  be .  vouchsafed  any  more 
to  mankind  ;  hut  they  vaw^x.  look  to:  those  aU 
ready  given.^  as  their,  guide  through  all  time  to 
come,^  and  as  cpntaining  the  prophecies  in' 
which  the  fate  of  the  christian  world,  to  the 
end  of  time,  was  mystically  wrapped  up. 

*  l*#.  xxii,  S  J  Mat,  xxvii.«4«S ;  l«a.  x,7 ;  xiv.  1& 
3  L 
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The  conversion  of  the  worid  to  Ac  bcHrf 
ef  the  gospel,  contrary  to  dieir  present  inters* 
ests;  and  frequendy  at  the  peril  of  life  and  ils 
dearest  ccmnections,  (in  oppoi^uon  to  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  wiles  of  Satan,  and  the  whole 
power  of  the  rulers  of  this  world,)  is  by  the 
sacred  writers  themselves,  ascribed  to  causea 
f£  so  great  credibility,  that  they  have  a  herco- 
lean  task  to  perform  who  would  attempt  to 
controvert  their  position,  by  contrary  tcstK 
monies  of  e<jual  force.  For  it  is  an  absurdity 
to  suppose  that  any  thing  short  of  ^  demonstra- 
Hon  of  the  sfirit  and  powcn^^  the  manifest  evi* 
dencec^tmth,  and  the  visible  grace  accom- 
panying the  word  preached,  could  have  infio- 
enced  such  prodigious  numbers  of  persona  of 
various  talente,  and  by  smtable  learning  com- 
petent to  have  detected  the  most  ^  cunnii^y 
devised  fable,"  to  fcnsake  the  rdigion  of  thar 
Withers  and  of  their  country,  and  anbrace  one 
dapiud  and  persecuted^  and  rejec^d  fay  the 
majjority  even  of  that  very  nation  from  whence 
It  originated.  The  fallacy  of  an  unfounded  &- 
jnaticism,  must  soon  have  exposed  its  deluded 
foUowerS'to  contemjrt: ;  and^  as  Gamaliel  well 
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teuoafi4>  it  would  have  sunk  of  itself  without 
laeed  of  oppoadon  or  notice:  or  if  it  had  stiU 
retained  its  hold  upon  the  disciples  of  delusion^ 
it  could  not  have  stood  the  touchstone  of  j:atioa- 
al  inquiry,  but  must  have  shrunk  back,  and  ,de- 
.icKned  in  proportion  as  knowledge  advanced* 

Thi^  has  actually  been  the  case  in  the  two 
most  prevailing  impostures  that  the  world  ever  . 
witnessed, — the  imposture  of  mohammedisn), 
^nd  the  apostacy  of  popery;  which  immedt«- 
ately  declined  (notwithstanding  their  preten*- 
sicms  to  antiqiuty,  thdr  numerous  counterfeit** 
ed  voudbersi  and  long  possession  of  the  strong 
holds  of  prejudice^and  superstidon)  so  soon  as 
the  rays  of  the  gospel  *^  sun  began  to  wax  hqt 
vpon  Vt^mu^  The  mists  of  ignorance  and 
bigotry,  by  wMdh  they  had  been  wriqpped 
up  from  a  too  cunous  inspection,  or  the  near 
approach  of  either  reason  or  scripture,  were 
.di6pefied>-*immediately  the  scales  of  mental 
jlrfindnessr  jfi^  off  from  eyes  that  had  been  m 
;m\iclk  darkened  by  prejudice  as  Saul's  i^.  m4 

*^  Act^  xxvi.  11.    lititbef  haosdlf 'was  anotW  iiiiUiK;e% 
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the  fetters  of  priestly  delusion  lost  their  power 
to  bind  any  but  those  who,  like  the  jew«, 
^  loved  darkntss  rather  than  Kgbt^  and  werte 
in  love  with  their  own  bondage.* 

But  that  all  religion  should  be  deemed  de- 
void of  truth  and  foundation,  and  counted  as 
nothing  more  than  prejudice  of  education^  un- 
der different  degrees  of  greats:  or  lesser  refine 
inent,  because  imposture  ha6  been  propagated 
amongst  barbarians,  and  religious  dee^tions 
practised  in  the  name  of  Christ  upon  christi- 
ans, (little  better  in  point  of  knowledge  than 
barbarians,)  is  itself  a  great  prejudice,  and  will 
eventually  be  found  the  greatest  follyii  It  fe 
only  *^the  fod  that  hath  said  in  his  h^ut 
there  is  no  God;**  or  that  hatfi  doubted 
Whether  he  be  ^  Cod  (f  tfuth  0[  npit  I 

The  '  imdetiiable  accomplishment  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  prophecies  which  has  al- 
ready taken  place^  is  a  sure  pledge'that  all  the 
ethdrs  will  with  eguitl  Certainty  be  ^l£iled ; 

.       ^JdmvBuSSL     /,         .         .  * 
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Und  fltat'they  aH  haf^  j^odeede*:  Item 'the 
3ftfn*f6unta[n  of  ittfaltibl^  triitb.  -  The-  &St 
ai^  jttann*  in  Whl^h  thef  are  written  ia  "f^ 
different;  yiit,  in  con^iiteney  and  \im£ortakf 
of  dei^gh,  they  are  the  wcark  **  of  one  aad  the 
Klf-same  spirit,  dividii^  tp  every  man  several 
ly  aft  he  will/'*  and  as  the  time  and  dcomiod 
requued.  The  Supreme  Beings  which  created 
man  a  fiiee  agent,  and  placed,  him  upon  the 
earth  in  a  stale  of  trial,  in  ^nnder  lo  a  futnne 
«Sa(e,  forekmvf  whatever  wuiU  re^ffom 
nmn^s  freedom  rf  thoughts  and  cetknsi  not 
only  with  respect  to  individaal  raep,  but  l» 
nations  and  empices,  and  diat  in>.  every  jbs^ 
inent  of  time  to  the  end  of  the  worId*>  It  htt 
deemed. good  to  Hid  iiifinke  wisdterii  to  siake 
loriMm  to  us  thbiiiboiicievable  attribute  of  the 
Divine  Natiire,  by  irouchsafing  us  written. mh 
fives  of  some  future  events^  of  particular  im*- 
portance  to  the  faithful,  coached  in  anch  £gu^ 
r^tive  terms  :t)f  exf^renkm  .as  the  tine  when 
the  uropfaecy  was  written,^  and  the.aatui^  of 
die  fact'  so^  revealed,  did  reqrtctively  require.  > 


Ifhcae  proplnecles  axe  declared  to  hmt  faeM 
g^yen,  ia  th0  first  place,  as  cautionary  tDorw- 
ings  to  tbefdtbftd  worshippers  of  God  dugjaSaOi 
eeveral  emergencies  of  difficulty  to  thdr  judg« 
ment,  or  danger  to  their  souls  i  a^nd  in  the 
comprdiension  of  them,  (in  a  ilegree  sufficient 
for  that  purpose,)  the  candid  and  ingenuous 
have  many  promises  of  assistance  firom  that 
same  Holy  Spirit  which  dictated  the  pn^he* 
cies  themseIves.«^And  in  the  next  place,  they 
are  held  forth  as  proofs  of  the  power  and.pre^ 
science  and  supreme  majesty  of  God ^  to  which 
no  fidsc  god  can  make  any  pretence ;  Md  by 
<onsequciice,  they  are  to  remain  foe  ever,  as 
undeniable  testimonies  of  the  truth  and  divine 
cii^  of  those  sacred  scriptures,  in  which 
such  iMxyphedes  (attested  by  conieqpoQ<£og 
jacts  in  Ustory,  and  the  observatioa  of  man- 
land)  Aouid  be  f<»uuL—«^  Now  go,  write  it 
bdbre  them  in  a  table,  axul  note  It  ia  a  book, 
tbat  it  may  he  for. the  time  to  come^for  ever  ••*** 
•— *that  is,  that.all  generations  may  have  piOQ& 
bf.  the  infallible  truth  .and  power  of  God  fi)f 

^  Itaiahxxx«'S« 
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€irer  before  tibem.    •*Scdcyeout  of  the  book* 
of  the  Lord)  and  read :  not  one  of  these  sbaB 
faih^^-^^  im  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one  jot 
<xc  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  hm^ 
tfUaUbefulJUled:'^    In  this  sense  God  ex-. 
hil»t»  the  people  of  Israel  as  his  vouchers^  a$ 
tl^  arfe  the  subjects  of  many  wcmderful  pfo* 
j^ecies,  from  first  to  last ;  and  he  challenges 
llie  world  to  point  out  smy  thing  they  can  find 
feuft  with,  in  regard  to  his  truth  in  that  in^* 
fltance.^ — ^••Tliu?  saith  the  Lord,  the  Holy 
One  of  Israel,  and  his  Maker^  ask  me  tif  things 
t0  4:ome  concerning  my  sons^  and  concermng  the 
work  of  my  hands  command' ye  ihe.*'^ 

To  this  xpiost  convincing  testimpny  of  him^ 
ffeif,  which  the  mimic  powers  of  darkness  at^ 
wholly  unaWe  to  counterfeit,  the  majestic  God 
of  nature  makes  his  appeal  against  the  stupid 
advocates  of  idolatiy  ;T-r"  I  have  not  spoken 
m  secret^  in  a  dark  place  of  the  eartbj^'—^M 
the  false  sods  of  the  heathen,  which  deliveiv 
ed  their  oracles  in  the  darkness  of  secret  ca« 

*  Ifa,  ajxxiv,  16.        I  Mat,  t,  !«•       ^  l8a.xl)^«  lU 


vems;  and  in  the  moit  delusive  aad  ambiguwa . 
ttoas  :)~-^  I  said  not  unto  the  seed  of  Jacob, 
seek  je  ipe  in  vain.  I  $he  Lord  sfieai  rsgbt" 
eousness^  J  dedart  things  -  that  are  right.  As- 
semble yourselves  and  come ;  draw  near  to- 
gether»  ye  tlia{  >ro.  esf:aped  of  the  nation^ ; 
they  have  no  knowledge  that  set  up  the 
wood  of  tfadr  graven  image^  and.  pray  unto  a 
god  that  cannot  aave^;  TeU  ye,  and  bring 
tibkein  near ;  \ti  them  take  counsel  together : 
'Ofbo  bath  declared  this  from  ancient  timt  ?-^ 
Have  not  I,  the  toid  ?***—*•  And  who,  as  I^ 

*  Isai.  3cIt.  19<  God  km.  appeals  t<^  die  reasofp  an^ 
judgment  of  the  apostates,  the  worshippers  of  idols,  to  make 
a  comparison  between  the  Lord,  and  the  false  gods  to  whidi 
they  were  addicted,  in  respect  of  tl^is  single  point,  the  ybrr- 
li0n»iedg€  offutmt  ewiOs  ;  the  most  k&ffibk  proof  of  a  powei 
and  vHsdom  truly  divine.  He.  ifefies  them  to  shew  an  j  thing 
in  the  pretended  oracles  of  heatheniim  at  all  comparable  with 
the  prophecies  of  scripture, — 'in  respect  of  their  pubTicti^ir^ 
eleamess  and persptcnttyi — truth  and  righu^usmess^^^wad  eaUemm 
mati  kto  dktofU  times.  \n  all  whicji  respects,  the  oracular 
responses  of  the  false  gods  (for  any  thing  in  the  nature  of  real 
prophecy  they  could  not  attempt,)  were  notoriously  the  con- 
trary. 

Of  the  wicked  and  artful  ambiguity  of  the  heathen  oracles, 
many  <3camples  are  to  te  feund  in  authors*    ^Sm^  Byrrhus 
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4htSiaIi^^wi  ^^oH d^lare  itif-^-^v^  set  k  in 
oobrfeir  me^i  sitsee*  I  appoioted  th^  ad:v^ieM 

fihalL  (soBifaB-^tet  diem  «he^  unto  them.**^— 
tdttlie'  prewmfed  gods  of  the  heathen:  gtve 
^ttiy  pro^  ef  £i  prescience  and  omntpotence 
like  tfntd-  this^  if  thef  are  able !— «  Bring 
forth  yottr  strong  jreasons,  saith  the  King  of 
Jacob*.  Let  them  bring  them  forth^  and  shew 
us  what  sbcdi  bappetl  t^-^ktare  uf  firings  to 
cWK  !-^Sh€n0  ^tbe  tbiAgs  that  art  h  come 
htrtafier^  that  we   may  know  that  ye  are 

god8."t 

meditating  war  against  the  Romaas»  consulted  the  oracle  fir^» 
^bottt  the  eventf  and  received  for  answer—- 

*  Aio  te,  JSacida,  Romanos  Yincere  posse  :*' 

iR^hidi  ia  a  perfect  qmbhle%  and.  may  be  understood  in  confrary 
$aues  ••««- 

••  t  prophecy  thatyou»  the  Romans  may  subdue.** 

lie  took  it  in  a  favorable  sense » but  instead  of  his  conquering 
the  Romans,  they  subduid  hlm^  and  still  the  oracle  had  foretold 
the  eventf  Craesus  had  a  like  response^  that  if  he  passed  the 
fiver  Halys,  he  **  Jfould  overturn  a  great  emfhtf^-^yxl  th|^ 
%vent  proved  it  viras  not  that  of  the  enemy»  but  hit  own, 

*  )mu  xltf.  7-  ,  t  Isai-  xli.  32,  &c. 

3M 
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As  the  pr6ph€cic8  that  rekte  to  Christ  wercj 
for  obvious  reasons,  many  of  them  very  cir-s 
cumstantial  and  persipicuoiis,  in  6rder  that  he 
might  be  clearly  and  manifestly  di^di^uished 
from  all  pretenders  to  the  office  of  Messiah ; 
so  also  are  the  prophecies  of  Antichrist,  the 
great  and  cruel  destroyer  of  the  church,  de- 
livered in  almost  an  historical  series,  and 
(allowing  for  the  emblematical  manner  of 
description  and  stile,  necessary  to  prophecy,) 
they  are  so  clear^  and  circumstantialfy  close  to 
matter  of  fact,  that  it  seems  next  to  impossUJe 
that  they  can  be  misapplied.  For  as  the  pro^ 
phetlc  description  of  Messias  vr&X  not  apply 
to  any  btit  thfe  person  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  so 
neither  will  that  of  Antichrist^  to  any  thing 
(else  that  ever  has  appeared,  or  ever  can  now 
arise,  but  the  popish  apostacy  ^one.* 

•  The  jews  to  this  day  siUl  expect  the  Messias  of  the  frophetSf 
but  in  yain ;  and  the  papists,  to  obviate  tbe  force  with  which 
the  prophecies  clitig  to  the  bishop  of  Rome»  and  to  shake  theb^ 
off,  expect  Antkhrist  jet  to  come^  and,  no  doubt,  in  the  present 
critical  «ituation  of  their  church,  dnd  its  cluef,  &c.  they  will 
bfe  looking  sharply  about  them  for  Antichrist^s  appearance,  aS 
the  jews  do  in  a  thunder  storm  fo^  Messias.  But  it  is  equally 
Sn  vain.  The  distinguishiftg  signs  in  both  instancet  .(of  Mesd^ 
'Wid  his  adversary)  are  now  gone  ly* 
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l^any  of  the  scripture  prophecies  so  construct^ 
ed^  by  the  infinite  foreknowledge  of  God^  that 
they  receive  a  first  and  second  fulfilment^  at 
very  distant  times.— -Types  of  scripture^  a 
species  of  prophecy — inimitable  by  heathen 
or  diabolical  mimicry ^  or  papal  forgery.-^ 
Pbaroah  and  Antiochus  Ep^iphaneSj 
"types  of  Antichrist. 

'  1  HAT  prophecy,  as  the  strongest  evidence 
(to  the  latter  ages)  of  tlie  truth  of  divine  re- 
velatioq,  may  be  placed  far  beyond  tb€  powers 

.  of  counterfeit  imitation^  it  is  distinguished  by 
one  trircumstanoe,  which  is  particularly  wor- 
thy of  admiration,  in  this  wonderjul  band 
v^riting  of  God  i  and  this  is  the  double  sense^ 

*  Plairfy  diBtioguishable  front  the  tkuMe  meaning  of  ^h.h 
Jjieathep  or^lps,  (which  w€a«  delusiy^  b^iaacit^^)  whereas'  thes* 
8  M  2 
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of  many  of  the  mo$t  important  prophecies^ 
by  which  they  are  adapted  to  a  twofold  ac'^ 
complubmenty — the  former  being  ^  type  of  th^ 
latter,  and  a  pledge  in  hand  for  the  certainty 
of  its  accomplishment.  Prophecies  of  this 
nature  were  delivered  as  occasions  arose,  and 
apparently  relating  only  to  the  circumstance^ 
of  the  time  present  (as  that  c^  Isaiah  to  king 
Ahaz).*-— They  had  in  reality  a  farther  scope, 
and  involved  the  fiites  of  the  (;Jiurch  and  peo^ 
pie  of  God  in  far  distant  times,  and  more  im- 
portant ^v^nts;  and  very  pfien  die  former 
were  typically  representative  of  the  latter.^ 

give  a  douhk  cm^rmaim  of  God's  foi«kiiowkdge  and  truth  \ 
the  second  more  powerful  thap  th^  first. 

*  Isai.  yii*  7»  !!• 

4  The  prophecy  here  sent  to  Ahaz,  a  weak  and  idolatrona 
prince,  was  not  merely  for  his  aake,  but  served  as  a  yehide  to 
convey  one  of  the  most  illustrious  prophedes  of  th¥  MsssiASy 
and  the  redemfiion  of  tbe  chunh  of  Cod  by  tmf  of  any  that  t^c 
scripture  contains*  The  child  Shear-ja*shub  in  the  pit)phet's 
handy  was  the  type  and  pleJge  given  to  Ahaz»  tliat  the  land 
of  hii  two  enemies  should  he,  in  a  few  years^  destroyed  and  de- 
solated by  a  superior  force ;  and  that  they  should  have  no  povfer 
to  hurt  him.  Aitd  the  fulfilment  of  this  first  sense  of  tbe  pro* 
phecyy  was  the  pledge  ghen  to  tbe  faithful  for  tbe  truth  ofi 
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OSiids^Httdy  asIhftTeslievmmsevetaliprch 
cefing  sedtions,  were  thode  pKropkecies  of  l3ie 
^/  0/  Babylon  i&e  grent  ^eBtroyer  of  ^rasa^ 
iem,  and  the  r^^^kation  of  the  ^ity  of  Ba^ 
vid^  asad  se^settletnent  of  ite  dispersed  pec^ 
of  Israel;  wMph  haw^  i>eea  «» ytt  ody  pa^. 
tiaitt^  ifolfiUed,  :aiid  in  such  ia  mam^  ^  was 
pecdiy  typical  of  a  mort  ^ow^cte  ^compUsfk^ 
nma  to  take  place  ia  the  iatter;day& 

.  Itutances  of  .such  a  iouhh  semcmd  twth 
f^d  accomplubment  intended^  are  tsay  to  lie 
pokKted  out  m  tnany  of  &e  prophecies ;  dttd 
ja  remarkable  mstatice  of  lliis  txxurs  in  die 
very  firjt  prophecy  in  the  scnptore,  vfAJkch 
was  uaered  by  the  divine  Creator  in  person* 
The  condemsmtioa  of  die  s^ent,  and  the 
enmity  which  then  first  commenced,  between 
man  and  the  serpent  species  ;  the  4eclaratioa 

|he  lecondy  that  (he  borne  of  David  tiould  he  prae$*oei  against 
aU  its  enemies  s  and  that  from  it  should  proceed  Immanusl» 
^  incarnate  God^  the  Redeemer  of  the  worlds  by  a  miraculoiM 
birth  of  a  virgin  mother^  which  took  place  five  liundred  year« 
after  this  prophecy  of  a  temporary  salvation  U>  the  hQ^se  of 
DSivii 
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that,'  as  mankind  should  occasiouatly  recd\w& 
some  injury  and  danger  from  that  perpetual 
lioatility,  sp  in  the  main  he  should  prevail 
over  the  malke  of  the  serpent,  and  be  the 
cause  of  his  destruction.  This,  in  the  literal 
sense  of  the  words,  is  a  fact  of  notorious  and 
daily  observation ;  but  in  a  second,  a  spiritual, 
and  a  more  important  sense,  this  prophecy 
was  fulfilled  by  Christ  defeating  the  macMna- 
tions  of  the  Devd^  (the  real  serpent  meant  in 
the  ultimate  scope  of  the  prophecy,*)  by  that 
death  and  *  ignominious  s^d  cruel  pas^n, 
which  he  underwent  for  mans  redemption.f 
And  the  prophecy  yrill  yet  again  receive  a 

♦  6en.m^  15^  2Cor.  xi.  3;  Numb.  xxi.  9;  Isai.  Ixv  2^; 
John  iii«  14;  Rer*  xii  9.  As  a  matter  of  facti  the  history 
pf  the  serpent,  from  first  to  last,  is  coBsideted.as  one  of  the 
paost  remarkable  things  in  scripture. — It  was  evidently  a  pro- 
phecy of  Christ,  crucified,  and  rising  again  for  our  rescue  from 
the  power  of  the  old  sbrfeut.  The  brazen  serpent  was 
expressly  ordained  of  God  as  a  type  of  Christ,  and  commemorO' 
tive  of  the  fall  and  recovery  of  mn,  notwithstanding  the  abuy 


(2  Kings,  xviii.  4—) 
as  a  typical  prophecy* 


to  which  (as  an  image)  it  was  liable- 

And  Christ  himself  acknowWged  it 

(John  iii.  14.)     That  the  great  original  murderer  of  mankiufi 

is  meant  under  the  emblem  of  the  serpent,  we  are  expressly  told 

by  St  John,  iRev.  xii.  9»  f  Col.  ii,  15* 
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f»l!>re  fuU  a^d  complete  aceorHpUsbment  it  the 
^d  of  the  world ;  whfeii  through  the  mercy 
atad  wisdoin  of  God  in  th6  matt  Christ  JesUsj 
the  serpent  shall  be  n^^tXy  cfushed  in  the 
beady  or  the  whole  power  6f  bis  malice ;  ztA 
the  greater  part  of  mankind  shall  obtain  their 
deliverance  and  revenge,  in  the  most  signal 
mannen — "  The  devil  that  dedehed  tbem^ 
shall  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  Jire^  with  death 
and  Hades,  by  him  introduced  into  the  world, 
and  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  away  from  their 
eyes  for  ever  more/'  (Rev,  xx.  lo,  14.) 

That  strong  prophetic  expression  of  his  re- 
sentment, -to  which  David  gave  way  in  his 
Abhorrence  of  the  treason  of  Abithopbtly  was 
soon  afterwards  fulfilled  in  the  calamitous  end 
of  that  traitor ;  but  the  same  being  by  our 
Lord  himself  and  by  St  Peter  applied  to  a  still, 
more  important   occasion,   (the  treachery,  of . 
Judas,)*  shews  that  a  second  accomplisbmeni' 
of  that  prophecy  was  intended,  and  thus,  took 
place. 

^  Acts  i.  Ij5|  Ps,  xli.  9)  Ixix.  25;  cix,  8;  Johu  xilf.  \S* 


^fhft  prqpihedea  uttered  ^iast  BvAJtYlOK^ 
^YPTjL  Ex>OM,,  SbooM^  Sec  ia  which,  zi4 
eaumentfid  many  pardciilais  that  £d  nc%  and 
evidently  codd  not  take  ]place^  at  ^  time 
nrhtfn  tbdae  pt^phedesr  wer^  j^^/^//  m  /i&^ 
^ri/  /Mi^  of  tbeniy  are  so  maay  additional 
pnx)&  tif  this  poddoti;  and  that  those  names 
Qeeurring.  sdll,  m  prophecies  ddivered  after 
these  placet  had  beea  long  time  decoyed,  are 
to  be  understood  aa  mjstwd  nctmet  of  otB».^ 
tbh^  amT  other  evefttSj  not  yet  come  to  passc 
Thus  of  Egypt,  it  is  sdd  that  our  Lord 
was  crucified  tbert^*      Of  £d6m,  that  her 
land  shmUbe  turned  Into  burning  pitch ^^  oil 
account  di  sins  which  were  nerer  committed 
in  the  real  Eoom,  or  bmd  of  Idt^mea.    Of 
Babylon,  that  she  should  be  consumed  by 
volcanic  fire^  and  remain,  for*  ever  a  smoiing 
monument  of  divine  justice ;%  whereas  on  the 
contrary,  the  true  scite  of  the  ancient  Baby- 
lon is  not  known,  nor  was  her  destruction  ef- 
fected in  diat  manner.     To  this  it  may  be 

♦  Rev.  xi.  8i  f  Isal.  xxxit.  9. 

i  laauxxx.  S3j  Rer.  «x,  S* 
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kdded,  that  although  Babylon  was  in  her 
day  the  destroyer  of  the  jews,  jet  not  so  com- 
pletely as  the  I'omans  were  afterwards.  For 
they  recovered  from  that  ruin^  but  have  not 
yet  emerged  out  of  their  captivity  by  the 
romans. 

koME  is  therefore,  so  far  as  the  jews  were 
concerned,  of  much  greater  importance  in  the 
j)rc^hetic  history  of  the  church,  than  Baby- 
lon ;  and  if  we  take  into  the.  account  the 
9ufierings  that  the  christians  have  undergone 
from  her  strength  and  cruelty,  both  as  a  pagan 
and  a  pupal  persecutor^  it  might  well  have 
been  supposed  (had  it  not  be^  pUinly  re- 
vealed) that  the  numerous  and.teoiWe  pro- 
phecies of  ORfiAT  Babylon,  and  her  double 
folly  are  many  of  thegi  yet  to  be  fulfiUed,  in 
the  usual  sccbtid  inteniiQU  of  important  pro- 
phecies. 

Hie  prophecies   of  St   John   concerning 

Babylon,  are  the  echo  of  those  first  pro* 

'fiotmeed  by  ISaiah,  Jereniiah,  and   Ezeklel. 

Aad  ve  therefore  otx  all  hands  cgnfessei  (0 
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have  a  mysticat  and  double  sense^  wtiich  yet 
remains  to  be  fulf31ed. 

'  The  Kttle  horn  of  Daniel,  may  be  pMdficed 
as  another  6f  those  prbphecies,  which  were  so 
contrived  as  to  admit  of  a  double  accomplish^ 
ment^  at  very  distant  periods  of  time.  Gro- 
tius  and  others  have  shewn  how  cIoseTy  the 
actions  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes  (in  hi6 
harbarons  persecution  of  the  jews,  and  pn> 
fanation  of  the  temple,*  for  the  exact  space 
of  time  ascribed  to  the  pfevailing  power  of 
the  little  horn)  do  agree  with  the  description 
given  by  Daniel,  f  Yet  certainly  this  agree- 
ment does  not  preclude  the  title  of  his  Ho- 
liness to  that  prophetic  character  in  a  siiH 
more  eminent  d^ce;  of  whose  lodg  tyrant 
ny  for  three  (md  a  half  prophetic  yeaiPs^  (or 
1260  real  years,)  the  short  madness  of  Atiti- 
ochus  for  three  years  and  a  half  only,  was  a 
type. 

•  *  *'  Quod  §uidein  et  nos  de  AHTicHSrisTO  inteU^mms. 
Porphyrius  autem  et  cseteri  qui  sequiintur  euRi»'de  ANTi9CHa 
Efiphane  (lici  arbitrantur." — Hieron.  Coll.  1131. — Grotiiis 
llrlocumr      -  '•       "t  ^an,  vii,  11. 
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^.  TTjie  .application  of  this  grophecy  to  Antio-^ 
chusji  s^^in^dr  ,S9  ^yery  exact  m.  the  judgraeat 
oC  l^qiFj^hyrjy  th^x  he;^  Inferred  from  the  cirr 
cumstance  of  its  fiot  applying  to  the  Mace^ 
donian  empire  any  farther  down^  than  to  the 
timp.pf- A?lTiQOi^u.5,,  that  it -was  a  fprg^, 
ai)Lfi  writteai^  by  som^  we  who  lived  after  the 
f^^?  of  which  be  preten4ed  to.  prpphesv.    But 
this:  is,  pn  the  contrary,  >  prpof  of  the  aythen- 
ticity  ajnd  truth  of  the  pro^ecy,     For  it  her? 
departs  frQip,4^^  Grecian,  to  pursue  the  his- 
tpry  <)f  the  Rgrnan  empire  \  with  w^iich  the 
fates  of  the. church  and  people  qf  God  were 
ffojtn  theuce  chiefty  coftnected,* 

The  tyrapt  Pharqa«,  the  firstt  persecutor 
and  destroyer  of  tlje  chqrfh,  is  such  another 
type  of  Antichrist  J  an^,  «i8  bishop  t^ewtonf 
remarks,  there  is  a  very  striking  analogy  be- 
tween the  plagues  inflicted  upq^  ancient  E^ 
gypt^  and  the  vials  of  wrath  to  be  poured  out 
upon  the  kingdom  of  the  beast,  or  mystical 
Egypt^^' — And  time  and  events  will  shew  a 

*  Newton,  vol.  ii.  p.  18S»         f    voK  iii,  p.  274. 
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further  resemblance  between  the  desCructioix 
of  the  tyrant  Pharoah  and  that  of  Antl*< 
Christ,  and  the  original  Exopus  and  the  mo- 
dern. 

Like  Pharoah,  the  man  of  sin  sets  himself 
up  to  oppose  the  will  of  God,  and  labors  ob- 
stinately to  the  last^  by  art  and  force  united, 
to  defeat  his  declared  purpose  of  delivering 
the  church  out  of  his  egyptian  bondage ;  and 
will  npt  suffer  the  servants  of  Christ  to  obey 
the  loud  ^nd  reiterated  call,  "  come  out  of  her ^ 
my  people^  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her 
plagues."     He  also— •'iwtrx  not  the  Lord: 
but,  devoted  to  the  worship  of  Mabuzzim^ 
(a  strange  and  motley  crew  of  rabble  gods, 
many  of  which  never  ejcisted,)  "  pe  regards 
not  the  God  qf  bis  fatberr,* 

•  Mahvzzim,  (Dan.  xi.  88,)  **  The  god  of  forces."'}  Bishop 
KewtoQ  tninalates  the  word  M^uzzim,  goJs  pnoiectorSfX  which 
xnakes  good  sense  of  an  obscure  passage,  and  corresponds  with 
the  matter  of  fact  in  the  prophet's  eye  ;  the  protecting  gods, 
or  tutelary  saints  and  angtls^  worshipped  in  the  church  of  Rpme 
p  mediating  spirits,  which  are  to  receive  a  worship  ffOporti^n^ 

$  Newton  on  t]ie  ProphcqieH  toI.  ii.  p.  I85.--7«ec  Sect*  3!^. 
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*  Andcferist  ittakcs  use  of  lio  less  ajtifice  than 
PHAAOAH,  ta  deceive  and  feiislaVe  the  ihuxds 
and  bodies  of  his  captives.  *  *  He  has  also-  hi| 
magicians^  to  counterfeit  the  miraclel'of  God^ 
and  has  recource  to  every  species  of  religious 
'finesse,  ot  pious  Jrafid^xo^^  off  these  boasted 
proofs  of  his  divine  right.     But  St  Paul  hw 

able  to  thAt  rank  In  ttf  heaven  of  popery  ^  And  their  gdfii  eervUes 
pn  earth  to  their  worshippers.— It  is  well  known  that  the  in- 
fiiUibility  of  his  Holihbss  has  been  imposed  upQn  in  the  ma- 
Dufacture  of  these  ^oJEr  of  his  antichristian  heathenism ;  persons 
very  unworthy  of  that  honor  having  been  ca^onizedy  some  hj 
ludicroue  nastaket^  and  others  for  interest* 

The  very  inm^  of  th^e  ima^^iaary  j^o^s  are  ^orshipped^  as 
well  as  the  smli  of  these  dead  men  and  wom^n  themselves. 
And  their  worship  has  been  sanctioned  by  several  councils. 
The  cross  Itself 9  though  representing  nothing,  ( I  Cor.  viii,  4 ; 
^  19»)  has  its  9V3H  holy  day^  and  a  servue  appointed  to  it. 
And  even  amongst  the  images  of  the  |»me  idol|  there  is  a  com- 
petition which  shall  he  the  greatest^  and  carry  o£F  the  richest 
offerings*  Our  Lady,  the  mother  of  Godt  and  queen  of  heaven^ 
(in, their  blasphemous  jargon }t  has  greater  or  lessor  power  at 
different  places  |  ,and  olir  lady  of  Loretto  is  more  powerful  to- 
^ve»  and  consequently  richer,  than  aU  our  ladies  in  the  world 
besides.  Tliis  was  the  utmost  pitch  of  stupid  idolatry  to 
which  the  heathen's,  (from  whom  they  have  copied  their  supef  •* 
stitions}  ever  went  with  their  •*  Diana  op  the  EralisiAifs/' 
md  JypiTER  Olym?iosi  Capitcukus,  &o. 


¥3 

bceq^hefp^-eharj^i  Yff^h  phfi  arqlj .  ifp^ppftoxy ,  and 
t^'fourt^^rfiajplier  of  hi*,  .fi^rat  egi^tle  to-  Ti-. 

."  Nqw  tb«  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that 

ifil^e  latter  Uix^s  sooie.shail  depart  from  the 

faitb^  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits^  and  //or- 

trines  ,of  dcvik.^     Speaking  li^?  in  hypocrisy, 

*  Tljat  it  is  npt  an  heresy  only^  or  a  mere  departure  from  the 
orthodox  faith  ia  some  particulars  of  less  moment  that  the 
apostle  here  means,  but  an  absolute  aj^sUity  from  truth  to  false- 
hood—from Christ  to  idolatry,  appears  both  from  his  words ^ 
aw6Tii(rtrriu  t*m$  Tjf  ^^iw^ ,— "  some  ^^  apostatise  Irom  the 
faith^"'  and'  still  more  «lcarly  from  his  prophetic  account  of  the 
aposidcy^  arid  the  dark*  origin  to  which  he  titicei  it—**  the  sug» 
gestions  of  the  Jevtl,^^  the  authbi:  of  all  iJolatry :  or  "if  we  con- 
sider the  word  itcifufwf  to  mean  demons,'  or  mediatory  spirits, 
(such  as  the  wiser  part  of  the  heathens  sujpposed  their  gods  to 
be4)/the  apostle  has  expressly  declared  these  to  be  devils, 
(1  Cor.  i,  19,)  hateful  to  God  and  haters  of  him,  as  seducing 
mankind  Yrom  his  service  fa  the  v/orsMp  of  themselws.  And 
what  else  are  the  saint-gods  of  popery,  but  such  demons,  or 
devils,  seducing  their  adorers  to  Idolatry  ? 
"This  worshipping  of  angels  begald  very  early  in  the  church,  for 

%  Notutn  est  qued  Platonici  pmsertim,'intellexerint  i  sacri 
vcro  scriptores  Boxios  iUos  et  impuroa  spiritus  sici  y9cant.-<^ 
lifZA  in  locum.     See  note  f.  P*  ^^^>  ^^^*  ^iJ* 
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tiypbcrBy  oF  Ikrs."  '  ^  DeteTivers'  thetns'div^s; 
they  becoirie'  dupes  '^6  tiie  pfeits'  f?ail&  of 
other  liars,  and  by  familiarity  with  such  dis- 
ingenuous and  plainly  forbidden  practice^,*, 
atlaittto  £uch  a  de^dness  bf^  conscious  sense 
as  to  justify  and  cammatd  debeih  in  reH^iiAj 
'Of-  the  most  gross  and  idolatrous  ttftd'ent^.f 

•Samt  Paul  alliides  tb^it  (Col.  ii«  IS)  as  even  tb^  adi^aacing. 
And  4iopbtkss 'it  wa»  »l>t  witbout-r^iisoii  that  St  Jicttk  men^ 
tuxBb  lui  own  **yallift^'^tt>h  fo  ^of-sbifi  before  the  tcet'-ot-  ihis 
«dgel  vthkh  4liew«i:  kite  theae  tbtff^,''  in  tv^o  9e^«iid  pliak^» 
^RevA  ak.  ld,vnird'l:xi§.  8^  and  betiig  eacli-4ime  itmify  forffidden. 

♦  Matt.  V.  37;  Rbin,  ni.  8.     " 

•f*  Thus  Pope  jSixtus  the  fourth,  to  confirm  the  established 
>vorship  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  cornipts.the  gospel  of  St  Luke, 
(i,  28,)  with  a  blasphemous  addition  to  the  angel's  salutation 
oFMary,— **  Hail  thou  that  art  highly  favored,  the  Lord  is 
witbthee ;'  blessed  aft  "thou  among  women  ;'* — **  et  henedicia 
sit  Annat  mater' tua^  iUqua  sine  macula  processit  caro  virginea  .•— 
and  blessed  is  Anne  thy  mother,  of  whom  thy  virgin's  flesh 
hath  proceeded,  without  blot  of  original  siu» 

Hist,  Poperjf  vol.  III.  p.  634). 

'The  defences  which  Baronius,  Bellarmine,  and  others  of  the 
chief  advocates  of  popery,  have  advanced  in  favor  of  the  most 
gross  corruptions  and  errors  of  the  Romish  cluirch,  are  mani- 
fest proofs  of  the  truth   of  the   apoFtlt's  words, — "  havinpj 
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'^  Forbidding  to  marrjr»  and  commanding  td 
abstain  from  meats,  which  God  hath  created 
to  be  received  with  thanksgiving,  of  them 
which  bplicve  and  know  the  truth.*" 

their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot  iron  ;**  on  which  Beza  oh^ 
serves-*-**  uniim  hoc  Tidelicet  ad  eontm  impudentiam  ithquuib 
erat,  at  in  manifesto  scdeie  deprriiensiy  tanaes  congtamiaante 
id  negarent  quod  ipsis  oculis  cemitur*" 

*  The  €mS6eKf  9/ tie  cUrgy^  which  is  hei«  hf  St,  Paul  noted 
down  amongst  the  distinguishing  marks  of  this  apostacy,  was 
after  long  and  liolent  opposition*  filllj  establtthed-by  that  iikui« 
.ster  HiLDSBiANDy  or  HfiLZ»«>BaAiiDt  as  he  was  more  properly 
nicknamed ;  and  together  with  eupcrtMous  fattU^^  has  beet 
worthily  assigned  as  chaiactetistic  of  the  man  of  sia»  from  the 
umreasomUauu  of  the  doctrine  itsdf*  and  the  mmUirmu  abaUt 
to  which  it  has  given  rise.  *<  The  modest  Erasmus*  in  an 
epistle  to  Grunnius,  says,  Turba  monasteriorum  &c. — There 
are  a  number  of  monasteries  so  degenerated,  that  the  stews  are 
more  chaste,  sober,  and  modest  than  they.f'  See  the  horrid 
account  given  of  them  by  Clemangis,  a  <!ocjl;or  of  tWxs*  in  his 
book  De  statute  Eccles.  p.  47-^and  Cornelius  Agr^pa  de 
van.  Science*  62. — Hist.  Pop.  vol.  i.  p.  181. 

Sleidan  reports  (com.  iv*  1524,)  ^<  that  it  was  amongst  the 
many  complaints  of  Germany,  that  all  priests  virere  compellable 
to  take  out  a  licence  to  keep  a  concubine^  and  must  pay, 
whether  they  used  their  privilege  or  not.*'  Cardinal  Campc- 
gius,  the  pope's  legate,  confessed  that  the  bishops  were  to  Uame 
for  granting  such  licenses,  but  could  not  deny  the  practice- 
Newton  upon  Dan.  xj.  37> — "  He  shall  not  regard  the  desire 
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By  such  deceitful  arts  di  jdse  holiness^  the 
mystical  Pharoah  enjoined  his  slaves  their 
task  of  fnak'mg  brick  iviibout  straw^  and  la- 
f?ouring  at  the  popish  fitmace  to  support  his 
iniquitous  pride.  The  obstinalte  atheistical  in- 
fidelity of  the  spiritual  despot  is  the  very 
counterpart  of  Pharoah'sj  convicted  by 
testimonies  of  scripture,  by  reason,  by  the 
voice  of  conscience — (conscience,  I  mean  not 
his  owfty  "  seared  with  a  hot  iron,"  and  callous 
to  all  sense  of  feeling,  but  the  conscience  of 
those  numberless  innocents  which  have  oflfer- 
ed  themselves  willing  victims  to  the  stake,  in 
preference  to  life,  upon  the  terms  of  commu- 
nion with  popery :)  yet  he  will  not  let  them 
go.  He  silences  all  remonstrance  by  the  con- 
verting arguments  of  the  inquisition,  and  stops 
his  own  ears  against  the  cries  of  heretics  for 

of  women,"  observes  **  the  word  in  the  original  for  nvomen  signi. 
fietb  properly  www,  as  desire  doth  conjugal  affection  :  the  mean- 
ing therefore  of  not  regarding  the  desire  of  women,  is  neglecting 
and  discouraging  marriage,  as  both  the  greeks  and  latins  did, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  human  society,  and  the  great  discredit 
pf  the  christian  religion, 

80 


466 

mercy;  and,  withdrawn  from  the  light  o( 
scripture  into  the  depth  of  popish  darkness,  he 
labours  to  extinguish  the  random  beams  of 
light  it  may  still  chance  to  throw  upon  him,  by 
every  art  of  sophistry  and  false  translation^ 
and  the  dernier  resource  of  an  index  expurga-- 
torius.  The  persecuted  word  of  God  is  taken 
out  of  the  candlestick,  and  concealed  under  a 
bushel ;  and,  thus  secured  by  the  thick  cover 
of  an  unknown  tongue^  it  cannot  give  any 
stronger  glare  of  light  than  well  agrees  vnth 
his  holiness*  purposes :  or  if  perchance  any 
should  escape,  the  chink  is  instantly  stopped 
up  ag^n  with  the  miry  clay  of  popish  theo- 
logy, which  is  kept  constantly  in  readiness, 
like  oakum  on  ship  board. 

Handled  thus  deceitfully,  the  scripture  may 
well  be  called  by  him  (in  contempt)  a  nose  of 
wax  and  a  speaking  bead;  for  it  utters  neither 
Ynore  nor  less  than  he  first  puts  into  its  mouth, 
by  bold  and  convenient  additions  and  etnenda^ 
tions^  where  it  is  too  short  for  the  measure  he 
carries  in  his  pocket,  and  as  well-<imed  curtaiU 
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ments^  omissions^  and  contradictions^  whfere  his 
infallible  wisd  om  sees  it  requisite  for  the  good 
df  the  popish  church  and  faith.* 

With  such  invincible  perseverance  the  ty- 
rant perpetuates  the  unequal  contest  against 
Christ,  even  after  bis  .magicians^  defeated  and 
intimidated,  have  many  of  them  retired  from 
the  field  of  trials  doubtful  of  the  lawfulness, 
or  at  least  the  prudence,  of  maintaining  a  sink- 
ing cause  any  longer  against  such  an  adver- 
sary. He  begins,  however,  even  himself  at 
last,  in  the  almost  ruined  condition  of  his 
kingdom,  to  think  of  submission..  But  a  res- 
pite being  afforded  him,  and  a  favorable  turn 
in  his  affairs  taking  place^  his  haughty  spirit 
again  disdains  to  stoop;  and  a  thirst  for  re- 
venge upon  his  enemies,  fallen  in  tlieir  turn,f 

*  Thfe  vulgat,  or  popish  ktin  translation,  renders  Dan.  xi. 
S7>  and  many  other  passages,  in  a  directly  contrary  sense  :— ^ 
**  He  shdl  regard  the  desire  of  women,**— to  obviate  the 
charge  of  the  protestants,  of  his  ^^  forbidding  to  marry^*^ 

f  Alluding  to  the  triumph  of  popery  over  religion  and  faith, 
for  three  years  and  a  half,  just  before  the  second  and  final  fall 
of  antichrist,  which  is  further  explained  in  sect,  xxviii. 
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succeeds  ift  his  thoughts  in  the  place  of  humi- 
liation. He  pushes  the  scattered  foe  with  his 
whole  collected  might,  and  already  tritimphs 
in  the  anticipation  of  his  tictoiy,  and  the  tor 
t^l  extirpation  of  the  detested  heresy,  root  and 
branch ;  when  lo !  he  is  entrapped  in  the 
work  of  his  own  hands,  and  himself  engulph- 
ed  in  the  destruction  he  had  meditated  and 
prepared  for  the  innocent  confessors  of  the 
Lamb.—**  For  Tophet  is  ordained  of  old^ 
for  the  king  it  is  prepared*  He  hath  made  it 
deep  and  large,  a  fiery  pyre  and  abundance  of 
fuel.  The  breath  of  Jehovah,  like  a  stream 
of  brimstone,  shall  kindle  it/*^ 

Then  shall  those  prophecies  of  David  re-r 
ceive  a  second  and  more  complete  accom-* 
plishraent.  "  Let  them  be  turned  back  and 
brought  to  confusion,  that  devise  my  hurt. 
Let  them  be  as  chaff  before  the  wind^  and  \t% 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  chase  them.  Let  their 
way  be  dark  and  slippery ^  and  let  the  angel  of 
^e  Lord  persecute  them.     For  without  cause 

♦  Isa.  XXX.  33. 
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bNte  they  Wd  fer^  Ait  A^  ntt,  m  i  pk  \*hiA 

tM  ^^sb'Mti&H  iv^  Mm  at  unawatti^ 

UtA  fet  his  ftel  tha*  ftebath  iiid,  *cattcli  Wtti* 
Wiff;  tftt?p  tliat  Vtty  tiestfuttion  let  him  M*^ 
0  fet  *Jie  Wickeanfes^  dT  ^hb  mtttt)  torn 
hi  m  tnd^—but  establish  the  jiis(t.-^tf  tie  wm 
iErot,  he  \M  whet  his  sWbrdj  he  hath  bet* 
hb  bow,  and  toade  it  teady.  He  hath  also 
prepared  for  him  the  instruments  df  death); 
he  ordainetb  his  arrows  against  the  p£^,secu^^ 
TORS.  Behold  he  travaileth  with  iniquity^ 
and  hath  conceived  rtuscbief^  and  brought 
forth  falsehood.  He  made  a  pit  and  digged 
it,  and  //  fallen  into  the  ditch  which  he  made. 
His  mischief  shall  return  upon  his  own  head, 
and  his  violent  dealing  shall  come  down  up- 
on his  own  patc'f  .All  this  St  John  ex- 
presses in  brief  terms  : — ^^  He  that  leadeth 
into  captivity,  shall  go  into  captivity:  he  that 
killeth  with  the  sword,  must  be  killed  with 
the  sword^^X  So  long  continued  a  course  of 
prospering  iniquity,   as    (by  divine  forbear- 
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knee)  hath  been  permitted  tx>  tbi  man  6f  lin^ 
the  mystical  Pha&oah^  shall  not  end  but 
widi  so  disdnguishable  a  retaliation  of  pecse^^ 
eution  for  persecution^  and  blood  for  blood, 
that  all  the  world,  with  hands  uplifted  to  hea- 
ven, shall  confess  the  jusdce  of  lus  judgment^ 
and  say,  •*  this  bath  God  done !  for  tiiey  shall 
perceive  that  it  b  his  worL'*  **F€r  her  judg- 
ment  reacheth  unto  heaven,  and  is  lifted  up 
even  to  the  skies.^'* 
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